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A Chinook, flying above the clouds, slirigloads supplies to the top of Nui Ba Dinh - the Black Virgin Mountain - near Tay 
Ninh in the Ill Corps area of South Vietnam in 1967. · 
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IFir<IDrm lilll@ IP!fl'.!tOOcfil@rnll: I 
The glowing effects and fond memories produced by 

the Nashville reunion were all but gone for me as the dog 
days of summer dragged on. 

It only took the magic date of Aug. 1 to extinguish 
them, for on that date, after a few unscheduled startups, 
the rooms became available at the Washington Renais­
sance, headquarters hotel for the year 2000 reunion in 
Washington, DC. 

By Aug. 4 or 5, all the rooms set aside for the reunion 
had been reserved and we were over our allocation by 
more than 50 rooms. 

After a similar incident last year, I was assured no one 
would be told he would have to leave due to overbooking. -

For those of you who were not aware of the situation, it 
happened in Nashville, where about 40 people were 
moved to another hotel. 

With some fast thinking by Tom Payne and a letter to 
J.W. Marriott Jr., CEO of the Marriott Corp., which owns 
the Renaissance hotels, those who we.re moved got their 
room free . 

The 40 or so people who got their rooms free need to 
pat Tom on the back and buy him a few rounds in DC. 

Hotels filling for Reunion 2000 
Now, with more than 650 rooms having been filled at 

the Washington Renaissance, our second hotel opened. 
The Mar1iott Metro Center came on line and filled within 
about 10 days, going 75 rooms over our allocation. We 
now have filled 925 rooms. 

This brings us to the present. 
By the time this newsletter goes to press and ends up in 

your mailbox, it will be the past. 
Our third hotel, as of Sept. 10, has some 60 rooms left. 

When you read this, it will be filled. Our totals then will 
be 1,225 rooms filled. 

Did we plan for this? Nothing in our history indicated 
this would happen. 

We signed the Washington Renaissance contract back 
in 1996 with 600 rooms, plus a backup. Everyone thought 
this would be more than adequate. We were wrong! 

Enough of what happened. We are now trying to obtain 
another 300 rooms. This will not be easy. 

Classified ads 
POSITION WANTED: Experienced helicopter pilot looking for a 

position in the areas of EMS, natural resources or public service. Experi­
::1~e: Regular Army, In?iana National Guard. Class 68-27. Call Bi.IJ Resor 

CALORAD: All natural wellness producf. Would you like to lose inch­
es/weight whi le you sleep? Build lean muscle mass? No diet or exercise 
necessary. Too good to be trne? An 86% long-term success rate speaks for 
itself. Available retail or wholesale in an excellent business opportunity. 
Call VHPA member Paul Uster (L200) at , Extension/PlN 
8936, or . Or vis it www.eyicom.com Use code word: paul 
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It seems like the hotels in Washington just woke up to 
the fact it will be the year 2000 and the celebration in 
Washington will be a "Year 2000 Spectacular," a spectac­
ular no one wants to miss. Our negotiating power is nil 
and the rooms are getting expensive. 

In any case, we hope to have another hotel on line by 
Sept. 20. Take a look at our website at 
http://www.vhpa.org or call Headquarters at (800) 505-
\fHI>A for information on our room block. 

Reunion committee planning well 
The planning for Reunion 2000 is going well. Jim 

"Goldie" Goldthorpe has his committee working hard to 
make this a most memorable reunion. 

Plan on being at our biggest reunion ever in 2000. 
What else could happen? 
Well, our second Executive Council meeting will take 

place this Sunday by conference call. At present, we have · 
15 items on the agenda. · 

Some EC members think they will miss the reunion if 
we cover all of them. They may be right! 

These are some of the items we are looking at as priori­
ties this year: 

•My number "ONE" priority is "PROJECT 2000." 
We have more than 10,000 social security numbers on 
pilots we have not made contact with. 

Our plans are to contact all of them by Reunion 2000. 
This is an ambitious plan, but with a mail campaign 
backed up by the Membership Committee calling, a big 
dent should be put in the number by Ju ly 2000. 

If you would like to help in some way, contact Don 
Joyce at , Pappy Jones at 
or Chip Brown at . They will take your 
name and get back with you when the time is right. 

• Site Selection Committee. We are going to have in 
place a five-year plan for reunion sites. 

Just for starters the sites must have a minimum of 
1,000 rooms we can contract for. 

This will take the pressure off of future leadership and 
give all of you an opportunity to do some long-term plan~ 
ning. 

We would like to place the reunions in cities or states 
where we have a strong VHPA chapter. 

See FROM THE PRESIDENT, Page 4 

THE VHPA NEWSLETTER (ISSN 0896-3037)(USPS 
001-497) is published six times yearly - February, 
April, June, August, October and December. Annual 
dues are $30 or Life membership for $450. Yearly sub­
scription for nonmembers is $30. Published by the Viet­
nam Helicopter Pilots Association, 5530 Birdcage St. , 
Suite 200, Citrus Heights, CA 95610-7621. Periodicals 
Publications postage paid at Citrus Heights, CA, and 
additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send. 
address changes to THE VHPA NEWSLETTER, 553a 
Birdcage St. , Suite 200, Citrus Heights, CA 95610-7621. 



VHPA OFFICERS, 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

AND STAFF.1999-2000 
PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 
PAST PRESIDENT 
MEMBERS AT LARGE 

Senior Member 
Midterm Member 
Junior Member 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
FOUNDER 

Bob Smith 
Charles Holley 

Thomas Payne 

David Rittman 
Joe Bilitzke 
Don Joyce 

Dan Ferguson 
Larry Clark 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Historical Mike Sloniker 
Membership Hayden "Pappy" Jones, Chip Brown 
Public Relations Ken Fritz 
Records/Database Gary Roush 
Gathering (HAI) Hayden "Pappy" Jones, Chip Brown 
2000 Reunion James Goldthorpe 
Site Selection Kenny Bunn 

DIRECTORY EDITOR Mike Law 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR Jack Swickard 

Assistant editors Thomas Payne, "Pappy" Jones 
Contributing writer Ken Fritz 

VHPA SUPPORT 
Legal adviser 
VHPA Headquarters 

Fax 

Charles R. Rayl 
(800) 505-VHPA 
(9~6) 966-8743 

ELECTRONIC MAIL 
VHPA Headquarters 
Historical chairman 
Newsletter editor swickard@vhpa.org 
Public relations chairman PR@ vhpa.org 
Records/Database chairman · roush@vhpa.org 
Website http://www.vhpa.org 
Membership chairman membership@vhpa.org 
Webmaster webmaster@vhpa.org 

Continued from Page 3 
If you would like to have a reunion in your city, you 

need to get a chapter up and going. 
It also will take good airfare, good hotel space and ban­

quet facilities, and the right p1ice on rooms. 
Contact Kenny Bunn at Joe Bilitzke 

at you think your town may fit. 
Caution! Please do not make any official contacts with 

the hotels until you are asked to by the committee. 

•Develop an investment policy. We have over 
$600,000 in funds that could be invested with a profes­
sional money management firm. 
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VHPA chapters 
Ohio River LZ Chapter 

Great Lakes Chapter 

North Carolina Chapter 

Fort Wolters Chapter --
VHP A of Florida 
ww1v. vhpaforg 

California Chapter North 

Mid America Chapter 
H ••••• 

Mid-South Chapter --
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

Southern Nevada Chapter 

Georgia Chapter 

Bob Hamilton 

Alan Hoffman, President --Charles Bogle, President 
P.O. Box 46 1 
Mineral WeUs, TX 76068-046 1 

Martin Heuer, President 

Ken Kinne, President 

Charles Bell , President 
c/o FCC, rnc. 

Walter Winters, President -. Lad Vaughan, President 

Woody Mcfarlin Jr. , President 

We are looking at a minimum of three companies that 
could provide this service. On a very conservative asset 
allocation assumption, we would have enough in returns 
to buy beer on the house (not a promise) and still have 
money left over to take care of our long-term commitment 
to our 914-plus life members. 

An extra percentage point or two can make a big differ­
ence over our projected life span. We hope to have this ~n 
place before year-end . 

There are several other projects we have going. I will 
share with you next time. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. This is 
your association - get involved! 

You can contact me at or through my e-
mail at 

- Bob Smith, President 
" Mavericks Rule" 



Letters 

Found by Aussie 

Flight helmet's 
owner located 

Just a quick update on the "Long Lost Flight Helmet" 
which I brought to the reunion in Santa Clara, CA, and 
which was mentioned in a Newsletter in 1994 or early 
1995. 

Believe it or not, with the help of Dave BaiT, Gai·y 
Roush and Sir Druid, we finally found JetTy Finney, the 
owner of the "Long Lost Flight Helmet." 

One typically would not think the front-seater in a 
Cobra would be an enlisted man, nor ai·e we still sure in 

thi}e~~~~~ helmet was beautifully painted ~, 
and not dainaged or scratched on the ~·~f;? "' . 
outside. These facts alone might have ~~y~ 4 
given me a hint, but never having ~ 
served in a Cobra unit, I was not sure of 
anything. 

All we initially knew was Jeffy 
Finney, served in the Raider Platoon of the 334th UTT, and 
that he presumably was a commissioned officer or a war­
rant for, as the story goes, he had been in"the front seat 
when the Cobra went down. 

In fact, I now find out that Jeffy had already rotated 
home without his "whole baggage" (remember the term?), 
which included his helmet. 

Subsequently, some enterprising young man borrowed 
Jerry's helmet for one last flight - and it was his last 
flight as far as we know - for the front-seater wearing · 
Jerry's helmet was involved in a precautionaiy or, perhaps, 
a forced landing, a hard one, in which the front-seater's 
face collided with the gun sight. 

He was medically evacuated, while an Australian 
ai·mored unit surrounded the downed Cobra and provided 
pe1imeter security. 

One of the Aussie tank drivers later found himself with 
Jerry Finney's helmet after the evacuation of the helicopter 
took place, and the remaining trip for this helmet is quite a 
story. 

The good news is that within a couple of months, by late 
October or early November, Dave Ba.J.T, a former Marine 
doorgunner in SVN who ran into the Aussie tanker while 
on a round-the-world motorcycle trip, Jerry and I will get 
together and present the helmet to its rightful owner. 

Jeffy may choose to donate it to the Mineral Wells 
Museum or to the Vietnam Veterans Art Museum in Chica­
go thereafter. That is his choice, for it is his helmet. . 

In the next edition of The VHPA Newsletter, you will get 
to hear "the rest of the story." ........ 

Continued on Page 6 
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r----------------------, 
VHPA Products 

MAIL FORM TO: VHPA 
5530 Birdcage St., Suite 200 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610 
(800) 505-VHPA 
HQ@vhpa.org 

FAX CREDIT CARD ORDERS: (916) 966-8743 

New VHPA bumper stickers $1/each 

Back VHPA Newsletters $1 O/year 
(Limited availability) ($5 P&H each set) 

1994 VHPA Directory $10/each 
($5 P&H each) 

1995 VHPA Directory $10/each 
($5 P&H each) 

1997 VHPA Directory $10/each 
($5 P&H each) 

Vol. I Historical Reference $10/each 
Directory- 352 pages ($5 P&H each) 

Vol. II Historical Reference $15/each 
Directory - 832 pages ($5 P&H each set) 

1996 VH PA Calendar $5/each 
($5 P&H each) 

1997 VHPA Calendar $5/each 
($5 P&H each) 

1998 VHPA Calendar $5/each 
($5 P&H each) 

1999 VHPA Calendar $8/each 
(Direct from VHPA) ($5 P&H each) 

1995-98 VHPA Calendar set $17.50 
(Limited availability) ($6 P&H set) 

VHPA History Book, Vol. I $39/each 
Turner Publishing limited ($6 P&H each) 
edition. Orily a few left. 

GRAND TOTAL 

TO ORDER 
Send check/money order or e-mail charge to your VISA 
or MasterCard credit card. 

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: · ZIP: 

Credit Card: 0 VISA 0 MasterCard 

Card No.: Expires: 

Signature: 

L------·----------------~ 



Letters 
Continued from Page 5 

Life sometimes 
can be like a joke 

Here are some true stories . I was on the receiving end of 
all three of these. 

A note of explanation is in order: I also was one of the 
160 retirees recalled to active duty for "Dese1t Storm." 

'School' patch 
After leaving the recall Orderly Room, three other CW4s 

and I decided to walk over to the main club for the evening 
meal. 

One guy was wearing the Cav "Blanket" on his 
right sleeve, one guy was wearing the JO I st , ~ ~ ~ ' 
"Bird" and two of us were wearing -. (;? 
the I st Aviation Brigade patch. ~~ ~ 

While walking four abreast across 0" 
one of the open fields, a young CW3 
approached us and addressed m.e: "Why Y 
are you guys wearing the "school patch " 
on your left sleeve?" 

Since I was the only one left standing, my response was: 
"When did you make W3, this morning? " 

Age showing 
During a friendly discussion at the club, one of our 

younger CW2s asked me when I had graduated from flight 
school and, to insinuate I was getting "older, " asked if any 
of the "relics" I went through school with were around or 
even remembered. 

I said, " Well, you might remember my senior tac at 
Wolters, guy named Novosel . . . To which this youngster 
replied, "Wow, did you kn.ow his father won the Medal of 
Hon.or in Vietnam?" 

I know "Little Mike" too, from when we were stationed 
together at Bragg. 

America/ patch 
While stationed at Fort Drum in 1994, a young, very 

respectful E-4 approached me at the post gas station. 
Besides the 1st Aviation Brigade patch, I also wear the 

America! patch, from my first tour "grunt" days of 1967-
68. 

While I'm filling up, the E-4 politely salutes and drops 
his hand and says, "Excuse me, sir, I'm not trying to be 
disrespectful or rude, I'd just like to ask you what that 
patch on your right sleeve is ? The only other place I've 
ever seen it is on Gens. Colin Powell and Arnold 
Schwartzkof " 

My brigade commander at the time, Col. Mike Dallas, 
loved this one! 

J. Scott Hill 
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Museum seeks person 
who left Wolters pillow 

During the Nash ville reunion, a piece of Camp 
Wolters memorabilia was left at the National Vietnam 
War Museum/Fort Wolters Chapter booth by one of our 
VHPA members. 

We believe it to be originally from the member's dad 
and we would appreci­
ate being contacted by 
the donor so we can 
document the item's 
history. 

The red, white and 
blue decorative pillow 
is approxin1ately 15 
inches square and 
believed to be from the World War II basic training era 
of Camp Wolters. 

One side has an Army insignia, Infantry branch 
crossed rifles and the words "Camp Wolters Texas." The 
other side is a field of stars on a blue background. A red 
tassel fringe is around the edge. 

We wish the d<;mor would contact us. 
Charles Bogle, Director 

National Vietnam War Museum 

Navy rescues Army 
LOH after shootdown 

In 1970, the Army jumped in bed with the Navy and 
spawned a joint operation that placed.a Navy submarine 
detector helicopter with an Army hunter-killer team to try 
and locate Charlie's arms caches. · 

The romance didn' t work out too well for me and my 
crew. 

t 

A dark, shiny, blue Navy Seasprite with MAD (magnetic 
anomaly detection) gear, worked with hunter/killer (pink) 
teams of troops of the l/9th. 

We scouts in Charlie Troop considered it an out-and-out 
Romeo Foxtrot. I was the last unit Loach pilot to have to 
accompany them. 

My turn finally came. 
We pulled pitch at first light: An OH-6A LOH, an AH­

lG Cobra, and a UH-2C Navy Seasprite (a blink team?). 
My roommate, Mel Wyatt, was the front seat high bird, 

CRS on his AC. After getting to the assigned AO, we cut 
doughnuts while the Seasprite winched down that torpedo 
like thingy. We smoked cigarettes, listened to the ADF, and 
cussed our bad luck. No KBHs today. 

Continued on Page 7 



Letters 
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In no time, they had "a reading." So I spiraled down to 
the treetops, raced over without expectation toward the 
smoke, and had just started pulling back on the stick, slow­
ing at the mark, when there was a "pop, pop." 

I don't think I'd even stuck my head out to look down 
yet. It was a little unusual to hear discreet pops, and not the 
more familiar clackety clack of the AK, that I don't 
remember even calling "taking fire." 

I asked my gunner, Wilkes, if he heard fire, but he 
wasn't sure. Neither of us had felt a hit. We probably didn't 
even throw a smoke to mark the spot, as we usually did. 

I don ' t remember exactly why I decided to lift tail and di 
di away, but I did. Maybe it was a scout's "sense." 

Soon I began to feel an unusual vibration, so I started to 
get some altitude, and asked Mel for a vector to the nearest 
firebase. It was Garry Owen, I think. 

During my ascent, the vibration quickly got worse. The -
grinding sound in my ear soon transfened to my butt, then 
to my hands and feet. 

Then there was the acrid, white smoke that put the cock-
pit in IPR. The idiot lights on the dash began \ 
blicking and whining (scout pilots didn't , ~~ ~ 
normally read their instruments, so .. ~ 
that pa.it wasn't so exasperating). ~~ ~ 

It was the violent vibrations that y~ 
were getting me a little tense. I hollered 
up to Mel (he's from Kentucky, and I'm 
from Mississippi, so we "holler") if he 
could see any smoke. ' 

That was the ~ast communication between us, as I tog­
gled the battery off, wishfully thinking it a possible source 
of the white, stinging smoke. I kicked in pedal to clear it, 
but the vibrations were by then a scream. 

The grinding, thrashing, smoking reached a violent 
crescendo that suddenly, and dramatically, ended with sud­
den "snap," leaving total quiet; a smooth tranquility. 

Stunned at yet another dramatic change in my situation, 
I noticed my needles had split and one was doing a fast, as 
the British say, anti-clockwise motion. 

I vividly remember turning my head and staring at my 
left hand, still holding up the collective, and through some 
force of will, told that hand to push the damned lever 
down. Pucker time. 

Training took over the rest of the way. The fai-m was 
bought and I had seconds to decide which of the million 
trees below looked softest. This would be my first crash 
experience. 

I've never remembered flaring and pulling pitch (thank 
you, flight school and Cecil Smith). But I vividly remem­
ber the seemingly endless fall through the center of the 
Earth. 

I'd tensed up for the impact after falling through the 
trees, but it didn't come, just green~ry flapping up through 
the blasted-out plexiglass, endlessly, endlessly, falling and 
falling. 

I finally awoke with JP-4 dripping over my face, anJ the 
sound of smoke grenades spewing from right behind me. 
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Writer wants stories, 
photos about units 

I am interested in communicating with former mem­
bers of the 33rd Transportation Company/118th Assault 
Helicopter Company. Also members of the 573rd Field 
Maintenance Detachment during the period Januai-y 
1962 through September 1963. 

In particular, I am interested in photos and short sto­
ries that describe routine and combat assault missions 
conducted by the unit. 

I have some information concerning the loss of Lt. 
Tim Lang and Capt. Wenzel, but am interested in trying 
to tell the complete story. I need additional information 
on the loss of Lt. Rothenbuler. 

All information and photos will be copied and imme­
diately returned. 

Retired Maj. Gen. Bob Brandt" 

I yelled: "Get the#*"@ out!" and dived out the open 
door, only to be rudely reminded I was still buckled in. I 
popped loose, thinking I'd burn to death, and fell out face 
fast into cleai· water, maybe a foot deep. 

We had flipped and flopped through all the trees and 
somehow crashed upright in the bed of a creek that was 
coursing tunnel-like under the jungle, unseen from above. 

Later, I'd realize I'd subconsciously headed towai·d a 
lighter green area, which evidently was bamboo along that 
hidden creek shore. The "JP-4" jet fuel all over us was 
water. 

We had fallen through 150 feet of greenery and some­
how splatted upright in the middle of that under-jungle 
creek. We were in the center of a tunnel formed by the 
creek, that wound through a ravine forged underneath the 
thick trees higher up and bamboo alongside. Big treetops 
lapped way overhead. 

Mel later said that the jungle "just swallered ya'll up." 
The creek curved out of sight after about 50 meters in 

each direction, so I sent my gunner and observer to posi­
tion themselves at the bends in each direction to watch for 
Ho's guys making their way to us. 

But I soon realized it was danged unlikely the dai·k creek 
tunnel was an NV A transportation route, and absolutely 
nobody could penetrate up or down the steep, thick sides. 

I relaxed. We shot some pin flares that never penetrated 
the trees. I yapped in my survival radio On Guard: "Don't 
drop no danged bombs on us! " 

The noise overhead from what sounded like every heli ­
copter in Vietnam was so ... GREAT!!! That sweet, most 
comforting sound! That was pa.it of what we now define as 
the brotherhood. 

I stood off to the edge and snapped a.picture with the 
Continued on Page 8 
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Spotmatic. In the foreground was Richard D. Wilkes, his 
back to me, standing in the dim light and shallow water, 
looking at the tail boomless, skid-splatted, rotor-bladeless, 
leaf-filled Loach, one hand on his sidearm, the other on his 
cocked head, like "Jeez, how did I survive that!?" 

The poor Loach was bottom-flattened to my seat. Limbs 
and leaves fi lled the cockpit. And really neat rays of paral­
lel light beams were angling in from above. The color 
marking smokes Wilkes had hung on the wire behind my 
seat, had jerked loose upon impact and expended them­
selves. 

Each of those jungle penetrating light rays became multi 
colored laser beams colorful spotlights on the tragi-comedy 
of this now calm war moment. 

We're alive because he had the sense to not hang WPs, 
frags, superbomb parts, etc. up there, too. The cacophony 
of every helicopter in III Corps hovering way overhead 
made transmission on my survival radio impossible. 

It was clear our rescuing blues could not rappel this deep 
and we could not see much sky, so I decided we had to 
somehow climb through the thick bamboo and trees and 
make it to higher ground. 

Upon moving out, I was stunned by a loud voice saying 
"Do not move away, stay where you are." 

I at first thought I was hallucinating and God ~ \ 
was speaking to me. But it was that :if' 
damned Navy Seasprite with a frig- :..-:--: · · 
ging loudspeaker! Scared the hell out \~y~ ~ 
of me. ~ 

The Seasprite had managed to open 
enough foliage to see down some, and 
soon struted deploying its rescue hoist. 
Subsequently, we each went up in turn, me last, taking pic­
tures all the way. 

Our other guys flying overhead later told me the Navy 
pilots were yelling incredulously that some#!*@ fool 
down there was taking pictures. 

The next day, curly mustachioed CW3 Dave Lawley 
came over while I was laid out in my hooch and brought 
me the twisted overrunning clutch that had saved our lives 
(thank you, Mr. Hughes) . 

Seems all the fast spinning metal thingies in the trans­
mission had rioted over the abrupt exit of their lubricating 
fluids, causing a transmission meltdown - and the subse­
quent violent vibration and smoke. I later quit smoking cig­
arettes because of that day. 

After transitioning to Cobras, I found that when the front 
seater would light up, I would break out in a cold sweat; I 
knew it was because the smoke told me I would burn up 
before I could get back to eai·th. 

I no longer have the photos I took in that jungle creek 
that day, but I do have a photo of that spit-shined Navy 
Seasprite on a pad at Song Be, and of old 290, finally slung 
back, sitting on the tarmac in front of the maintenance 
hangai· in Phuoc Vinh. 

Now, a belated thank you, Navy. I sort of regret that I 
didn't write you up for some medal, as I now realize you 
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were probably more tense than I had been. 
But the job we 1/9th scouts did each day - and others 

like us - made that little incident just a good club story. 
I had insisted it should be classified as a "ditch" because 

I landed in water and had to be rescued by the Navy. But 
the "Incident Review Boai·d" in the 0 Club was never able 
to come to a consensus. Hey, we're Cav! 

Walker Jones 
Hai·lingen, TX 

C-1/9th, 1970-71 

Ghostrider UH-lHs sport 
miniguns, .50-calibers 

In late 1970 and throughout 1971, the Ghost:riders of 
C/227th Assault Helicopter Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division 
- later the 60th Aviation Company (AH), 1st Aviation 
Brigade - had many of our H-models sporting miniguns 
on the left and .SO-calibers on the right. 

The inspiration for this configuration was the Nighthawk 
ship that was flown by HHC/227th on first and last light 
perimeter security missions at Phuoc Vinh. 

We were a cav-style assault helicopter company - no 
gun platoon - and., after the cav standdown and the move 
from Phuoc Vinh, we were by ourselves in the boonies at 
Ninh Hoa. 

The CO indulged our weapons choices, even though the 
1st Aviation Brigade management did not especially cai·e 
for a slick company to be armed in this unauthorized way. 
(They also disapproved of the 18-:inch cav patches on the 
helicopter tails and our non-subdued yellow patches on 
right sleeves, but that's another story ... ) 

Continued on Page 9 

Lt. Gen. Hugh Smith 
heads airport division 

Metropolitan Nashville Airpo1t Authority has named 
Hubert "Hugh" G. Smith as vice president of air cargo 
services and special assistant to the president. 

He will oversee the development and operations of air 
cargo facilities and services at Nashville International 
Airport. In 1998, Smith provided consulting services to 
the authority. 

He served in the U.S. Army for 35 years and retired 
with rank of lieutenant general in 1997. 

For those who attended the VHPA Reunion Banquet, 
you will remember it was Smith who presented VHPA 
database chairman Gary Roush with his overdue Air 
Medals. 

Congratulations to Mid-South Chapter member Lt. 
Gen. S1nith on this new challenge. 

Ross Rainwater 
Secretary, Mid-South Chapter 
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My CE was a graduate of armory school and was able to 
"tune up" the .50 from a nominal 550 rpm to about 700-
750 rpm. He made his own belts from cans of loose links 
and loose HE, API, tracer and ball. . 

This thing could really lay down some fire, but shook 
the hell out of the airframe. I couldn't read the gauges 
when he opened up. The .50 also filled the cockpit with a 
lot of aclid smoke. I couldn' t tell if the airspeed went to 
zero (I'm sure it didn't), since the indicator went crazy with 
the shaking. 

Since .50-caliber ammo is heavy, we generally carried 
only 750 rounds. This was no gunship, but the HE could do 
some serious damage and the API started all sorts of fires. 

The minigun was a thing of beauty! The high firing rate 
didn't really shake the airframe. Jt translated into a very 
high-frequency vibration that was most noticeable 

through the pedals. ~\ 
The noise was very impressive, espe- :if~ 

cially if the CE was firing to 10 or 11 / · · 
o'clock. (I think my left ear is still ~~y~ ~ 
. . ) ~ nngmg.. . ~._,,.,, 

The best part was firing the-minigun 
at night. A two~foot flame from the front 
of the gun and a line of tracer to the ground - with four 
unseen rounds in between - certainly got my attention. I 
expect Sir Charles was equally impressed. 

(Many thanks to our brothers from D/227th - the 
source of a lot of our ininigun requisitions.) 

I always enjoyed going to other 1st Aviation Brigade 
places such as Lane AAF and Nha Trang just to see the 
looks that we got due to the weaponry. Even the Air Force 
guys at Phu Cat and Tuy Hoa would do a double-take when 
we went into POL. 

They had twin-engine, tractor tail rotor N-models, but 
we had the firepower. 

Both CE and gunner also would get a real laugh when 
we did combat assaults with slicks armed with single 60s 
on each side. They took real pride in our weapons and 
achieved minor celeblity status when we went anyplace 
where other crews were able to see the Ghostriders "guns." 

T.C. Maley 
Ghostrider 00 

W.ORWAC 70-35, 9th woe 

Medway, MA 02053-2259 

Deans' farmer commander 
writes about the early war 

My name is Earl 0. McConaha. I arrived in VN on Ap1il 
13, 1964. I was assigned to the 145th Combat Aviation 
Battalion and spent the first three weeks in a casual status. 

On May 11, 1964, I was assigned as the CO. of the 
120th Aviation Company, based at Ton Son Nhut. The 
120th was known as the "Deans of Army Aviation in VN" 
or the "Deans" for sh01t, since they were the first helicopter 
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Committee to make 
rubbings from The Wall 

The VHFCN Family Contacts Committee will be 
making rnbbings of names from The Wall on Veterans 
Day for those who can't be 
there. 

Send your complete mail­
ing address and the name 
and enough details to identi­
fy the person named on The 
Wall. Tell us if you prefer a 
special rnbbing paper with 
wings or other background. 

You may request bye­
mail to 
FlewHuey@iinc.com, call ? 

Jim Schueckler at - - ' 
- (leave a complete message, he will not call back ) 
or wlite to Schueckler at 8219 Parmelee Road, LeRoy, 
NY 14482. If you write, please include 55 cents or 
postage stamps for 55-66 cents for the oversized 
envelopes. Do not send more money. Deadline is Nov. 8. 

The Hell-vets and VHFCN internet groups will pay 
postage for e-mail and phone requests. The committee 
plans to do this again next July for the VHPA reunion. 
Visithttp://www.VirtualWall.org!contactsl 

Jim Schueckler 

company to land in VN. 
I held the job of CO until my departure from VN on 

April 6, 1965. I have started to write down some of my 
experiences there before my memory banks short circuit 
completely. 

I see very little published in The VHPA Newsletter of 
things that happened there before the American combat 
troops aiTived. I thought some of these things might be of 
interest. 

I have forgone the usual blood and gore war stories and 
thought of some unusual things that occurred that stuck in 
my mind. I am sending along three stories that I have fin­
ished and have some more that I intend to write. I call them 
"Short Shots From VN." 

My radio call sign was SloGin 6. I am still known by 
that and use it in my e-mail address. With that windy intro 
out of the way, here goes . 

Earl McConaha 

A good bullet hole 
Summer of 1964. I was flying a "B" model Huey slick 

from the I 20th Aviation Company, carrying the assistant 
Continued on Page 10 
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commander and some staff of the ARVN 7th Division. They 
were engaged with a force of VC by the Mekong River. 

My copilot was Capt. Billy Goodall, an old friend of 
mine from years past at Fort Benning and Germany. The 
crew chief was named Tsutahara. We called him ~ 'Toots" 
for short. I don 't recall the doorgunner's name. 

We spotted a clearing with a farm house and large trees 
around it. The ADC indicated he wanted to land there. 

Just as we were leveling off several feet in. the ~ \ 
air, some VC popped out of a couple of :~~ 
spider holes and cut loose on us from z ·. 
point-blank range. I pulled pitch .and \~y~ 4 
started to climb out to the right. ~ 

Billy was pulling at the same time 
and trying to go left. . 

I looked over at him and said, "Who's 
flying this thing, you or me?" He said something unprint­
able and let loose of the controls. 

Bullets were flying all over the place. Toots and the 
doorgunner were returning fire. Billy stuck his elbow out of 
the left window just as Toots cut loose with a blast, just 
missing the elbow, but singeing the skin. 

Billy let out a yell, yanked his.elbow inside and said 
"Toots, you crazy SOB, what are you trying to do to me?" 

Toots just ignored him and kept blazing away. . 
Thinking I would tease him a little, I looked at Billy and 

said, "!can get you a Purple Heart for that." 
He said, "S--, I wouldn't wear it if you did." 
We made it out OK and when we landed at the helipad 

we inspected the ship for damage. 
We found one bullet hole. It was in the center of the step 

pad at the front of the left skid. It obviously entered from 
the top. Guess who put it there ? Toots. 

A rocket with a mind of its own 
Jn the fall of 1964, the VC overran an ARVN outpost 

north of Saigon and took some prisoners, among them an 
American medic. 

The armed platoon of the 120th, the Razorbacks, was 
ordered to patrol the area to see if we could spot him. I was 
flying copilot on the lead ship. 

As the company commander, I made it a point not to 
interfere with the AC whenever I flew with the Razorbacks 
and just function as the copilot. 

We were following a dirt road through a jungle area at a 
height of about 200 feet. As we rounded a bend in the road, 
we saw them. 

There were a couple of hundred VC and one very tall, 
very blond American. who stood out like a sore thumb. We 
didn't dare open fire forfear of hitting the corpsman.. 

Of course, the VC immediately opened.fire on us. A 
round hit the right rocket pod and partially ignited the pro­
pellant on one of the rockets. It was just enough to pop the 
rocket out of the tube. 

We heard a "pop" and looked out the right window and 
saw the rocket flying along just outside the right window, 
keeping pace with us. It was so close the pilot could have 

reached out and touched it. What to do! . 
We were in danger of being blown up with our own. rock­

et if it should hit the ship. We held our breath while we 
watched, fascinated. 

After a few seconds, the rocket dropped away and we 
saw it no more. 

The VC and their prisoner vanished into the trees and 
we saw them no more either. 

A great grin 
The date was late 1964. I was assigned to the I 20th Avi­

ation. Company and we were in support of an operation on 
a large island in the Mekong River opposite My Tho. 

I had just landed my helicopter in a jungle clearing 
where the ARVN 7th Division was engaged with a large 
force of VC. They needed medical evacuation and I went in 
to get what I could and to see if there was room for VNAF 
H-34s to land. 
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I got out and was walking around sizing up the situation. 
Bullets were cracking through the air, giving off that sound 
that always reminded me of the sound of a bullwhip snap­
ping. 

I suddenly glanced down arid saw a young ARVN troop­
er lying behind a small mound of dirt. He looked up at me 
with a worried look on his face. 

I grinned at him .and, after a moment's hesitation, he 
grinned back. I'll never forget that grin. What an incongru­
ous situation. 

OH-6 pilot taken to safety 

Who were Cobra pilots 
wearing red helmets? 

On May 16, 1968, Cobra pilots operating near the Par­
rot's Beak landed at the crash site of an OH-6 and pulled 
the pilot out. . 

He was impaled on the cyclic. The injured pilot believes 
the Cobra pilots wore red helmets. 

They apparently were flying some of the first snakes in 
country. It is believed they were basing out of Can Tho and 
evacuated the pilot and his observer to Muc Hoa. 

In 1968, pilots with "Chicken Man" call sign had a grunt 
blow a hole through the top of the helicopter and through 
the blade while cranking. 

The mission was the extraction of the 1st Cavalry out of 
Khe Son. 

Also in 1968, I'm seeking any pilots who took part in a 
very large flight of helicopters at night that flew due north 
from Northern I Corps for 45 minutes to an hour and then 
returned to the location from which the mission started. 
Several birds were lost, most likely to SAMs. 

In 1970-71, any pilots who flew into Phenom Phen, 
Cambodia, no dog tags or aircraft markings, to retrieve air­
craft left there several months prior. Several birds were lost 
during this operation. 

Please contact Greg Ross at if you par­
Continued on Page 11 
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ticipated or have any information on the above. 

Greg Ross 

Article in VHPA Newsletter 
draws crew chief's response 

The following letter was received in response to an arti­
cle published in an earlier VHPA Newsletter: 

Dear John Givhan: 
A friend sent me a copy of your article in The VHPA 

Newsletter (I think that was where it was from) and asked 
me if I recognized any of the people mentioned in the April 
12, 1964, mission you talked about. 

In 1964, I was with UTT as a crew chief, and I recog­
nize the story very well, but I don't know if it is because 
the I 20th and UTT were so close that the story got around 
or if we were supporting you people that day. 

I did a lot of flying in the Delta and, in fact, was wound­
ed in Camau in February and a-gain in April, right outside 
of Soc Trang. 

In April 1964, I was with the platoon that went to Soc 
Trang to transition the 12lst to Hueys, so if you were s~p­
ported by Huey gunships, it could of been UTT or possibly 
the 121st, as I don't remember the call signs we used down 
there. 

I hope I am not bugging you by asking about this; the 
story is real clear, but the events are not. 

I also think.I have had some correspondence with you 
before when you wrote me to answer a question I had 
asked in the 145th Newsletter about events of the Jan . 17-
18, 1964, operation in Camau. 

I lost some good friends those days, a couple of them 
were close. 

I think I have gone on long enough for now, but I would 
appreciate any info you could give. 

WaiTen Smith 
611th (H-37s), June 1963-December 1963 

UTT, December 1963-July 1964 
119th, February-June 1965 

155th, June-December 1965 

Thank you, brother! Your inquiry is more than welcome. 
I appreciate your contacting me so much. 

On April 12, j 964, UTT was not used, period. Why not, I 
do not know. The 120th landed eight ships in the near 
Camau (Kien Lo~ig) LZ without any fire support. There was 
no artillery or Air Force prestrike, either. And, we got our 
asses shot off 

The 118th was there, but their gunships supported their 
slicks in a nearby Camau LZ. ~ 

Ted Eisenman was a UTT pilot with the UTT Soc Trang 
platoon on April 12, 1964. (He and I were. in flight school 
together.) Ted says they- UTT - were alerted, but never 
used on April 12, 1964. 

The 114th at Vinh Long was grounded on April 11, 
1964, because of a mechanical structural failure - tail 
boom separation. 

I am told that the 121st was not operational on April 12, 
1964, because they had sent their H-

My theory is that the VC knew all 

\

21s home and were getting Hueys. 

/ this, and they tore Kien Long (Camau) · 

\
~ ,6 a new one, knowing that copters 

_ ~ would have to come all the way from 
Tan Son Nhut ( 120th) and Bien Hoa 

' (118th). 
Others who may contribute information re April 

12, 1964, are as follows: Chad Payne, Duncan, OK, who 
flew with the Jl 8th on April 12, 1964; Robert Crissman 
who flew with the 120th that day; Col. Patrick N. Delavan, 
Montgomery, AL, who commanded the UTT but was on 

- leave to the U.S. on that day. 
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As for Jan. 17-18, 1964, the 120th and UTT were togeth~ 
er at Kien Long in the delta. The UTT did lose some very 
good men then. I flew on that mission, as well with the 
120th. 

Thanks so much! Please let me know if I can help more. 
John B. Givhan 

First lieutenant, A US (Retired) 
120th Aviation Company 

September 1963-April 1964 
Republic of Vietnam 

Brother seeks colleagues 
of doorgunner, observer 

I met a former Vietnam Cobra pilot, Henry "Beau" 
Lockhart, who directed me to your organization regarding 
my brother, Raymond Stulz, who served with Troop C, 7th 
Armored Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry in 1970. 

I am searching for anyone who may have known him 
during his two tours in Vietnam. I only have a Bronze Stai· 
Medal letter that was sent to us (his family) in 1970. Ray 
never spoke of his experiences to anyone except me an? I 
barely remeinber details since I was a teen-ager at the time. 

Ray continued his career with the Army, going ~or ~e 
foll 20 years. He was drafted in 1965 and served his first 
tour in the infantry. In 1969, he went back for his second 

Continued on Page 12 

Old Holiday Inn to be bulldozed 
The Mineral Wells Days Inn (the old Holiday Inn) is 

closed permanently and will be bulldozed soon. Anyone 
who wants to see it one last time needs to hurry. 

The museum committee is getting the rotor blades 
from the swimming pool area and they eventually will 
be on display at the National Vietnam War Museum in 
Mineral Wells . 

Charles Holley 
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Vietnam tour and started as a doorgunner and ended up as 
an LOH observer. 

In 1983, he was given orders .to go to Korea to finish his 
last two years. Everyone knew that anything O~·ien~al 
would "freak him out" and it was documented m his med­
ical records, as he also suffered from ·post traumatic stress 
syndrome from his Vietnam experiences. 

He threatened to kill himself if his orders weren't 
changed. They were not. In December of 198~, Ray t?ok. 
sleeping pills and parked his car with the engrne runrung m 
his garage. . . 

Ray's best advice to me was: "If you ever JOIIl the Army, · 
I'll kick your ass !" With that, I am now going on 23 years 
with the Air Force. I can be contacted at 

l or 
Thanks for your time and efforts , 

Larry Stulz 

The contents of the general order awarding the Bronze 
Star Medal to Sgt. Raymond W. Stulz: ~, 

For heroism _in connec~ion with military :t=ef"~ ~ 
operations against a hostile force: ~ · ~ . 
Sgt. Stulz distinguished hin:self by . \~ ,6 
exceptionally valorous actions .while y~ 
serving as observer aboard a light 
observation helicopter in Bien Dien · 
province. 

While searching for enemy locations, his aircraft and the 
lead ship suddenly received intense ground fire. Sgt. Stutz 
instantly marked the location and suppressed the enemy 
position with his machine gun. 

As the lead helicopter burst into flames and crash land­
ed, he continued to fire on the enemy. When his aircraft 
landed near the burning wreckage, heedless of his own 
safety, he ran to the assistance of the downed cr~w. . . 

With white phosphorous grenades still exploding within 
the downed ship, he moved the injured pilot and observer 
clear of the danger. He then remained in the area to pro­
vide suppressive fire on the enemy locations as the wound­
ed were evacuated. 

Attending first reunion 
was a great experience 

The 1999 VHPA reunion in Nashville was my first. 
After dodging the reunion for years primarily because it 

is held on the Fourth of July, members of my former unit 
talked me in to attending this year. 

I have.to say it was worth it, even though it took me out 
of Alaska during king salmon season. It was great to see 
old friends and to make some new ones . 

I do, however, have some suggestions about the closing 
night banquet. 
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UTT originally assigned 
to Royal Thai base at Karat 

The UTT (Utility Tactical Transport Company) was 
formed in Okinawa in the early 1960s. 

Equipped with HU-lAs, the UTT was assigned to 
Korat RTAFB , Thailand, as part of JTF-116 in mid-
1962. 

This was prior to 1962, when Hueys were redesignat­
ed UH- lAs, and that was where the nickname "Huey" 
came from; HU-1 was an easy GI slang change to 
"Huey." 

The UTT, commanded by Maj. Robert Runkle and 
equipped with 15 HU-lAs with "homem~de" macrni:ie 
guns and rocket assemblies, next was assigned to Saigon 
in mid-August 1962 as escorts for the CH-21 transporta­
tion companies in ill Corps. There was not a IV Corps in 
the Delta until later. 

"Playboys" were one of the UTT flight platoons. The 
UTT changed designations several times in later years in 
Vietnam the 68th Assault Helicopter Company, the 
334th A;tack Helicopter Company, etc., but still holds 
the title of the Army's first armed helicopter unit in Viet­
nam. 

Several VHPA' members were assigned to the UTT 
inl962 and 1963. They have a story to tell. 

Don Joyce 

I understood the VHPA to be a politically neutral frater­
nal organization. Although I agreed with some of the points 
made at the banquet, I do not think the political rhetoric 
was appropriate. The unity of this organization is based on 
experience, not political orientation. 

The VHPA should not sponsor a paiticular point of view 
because not all members of the organization will support 
any paiticulai· point of view, and all members should be 
welcome at official VHPA functions. 

I also suggest that more time at the banquet be allocated 
to simply letting people enjoy their dinner, visit and con­
verse. I think too much time was spent on unnecessary 
items such as the hat giveaway, and other VHPA business. 

Finally, I suggest that under no circumstances should 
members again be faced with a choice of missing the 
Fourth of July fireworks or walking out of the banquet 
while some VHPA presenter is talking. 

The VHPA presentation should end at least 30 minutes 
before the fireworks start, with an announcement of the 
starting time of that show. Personally, I think the official 
VHPA presentation should end much earlier than that. 

I thank the VHPA officials for all of their effoits and 
hope that these comments are not taken in a negative way. 

. Richard J. Todd 
A 2/17, lOlst Airborne Division 

Assault 10 

Continued on Page 13 



Letters 
Continued from Page 12 

Former 1st Aviation Brigade 
CG discusses earlier years 

You ~sked about aviation courses I attended. The simple 
answer is, the only established aviation course I have 
~ttended that gave a diploma or even certificate of comple­
tion was the Navy jet operational course at Olathe KS in 
1956. ' ' 

Here is the whole story: 
~ ~as ~ member of the test group for Organic Artillery 

Aviation ill ~942. This group consisted of 20 artillery offi­
cers and enlisted men who had civilian pilot licenses. 

We spent the first six months flying the tests in the field, 
but we were not rated. 

When Organic Artillery Aviation was approved in June 
1942, all ~f us ~e~ame the staff and faculty of the Depart- -
ment of Air Trarrung and orders were issued rating us as 
liaison pilots. 

During the period 1940-41, Lt. Col. Ford (later Brig. 
Gen. Ford) and I taught each other instrument flying in his 
Rearwin Cloudster. 

In 1942, I spent three weekends in Pampa, 
TX, where~ friend of mine was comman- , ~~ ~ \ 
der of the Air Force advanced flight .,(:;,-
school, earning my Air Force instru- \~ L 
ment ticket and twin-engine rating. y~ 

By 1949, I had built up the required 
200 hours of actual insti·ument time to 
get an Air Force Green Card and was 
placed on the instrument examiners board at Shepard Air 
Force Base at Wichita Falls, TX. 

In May of 1951, while I was commanding the 2nd 
Artillery Battalion at Fort Sill, OK, I was notified that I 
was going to Washington to serve on the General Staff. 

The Army was just staiting to get into the helicopter 
business. 

I felt that in my new job I ought to know more about 
helicopters, so I asked my group commander to give me 
two weeks away from the battalion and made a deal with 
the director of the Department of Air Training for me to 
c?e_ck ~ut in helicopters if I would spend half of each day 
g1villg illstrument check rides to members of his staff. 

The result of the above was that in 1957, when I com­
pleted the required 15 ·years as a rated pilot, I had the time 
and qualifications to become the first Master Army Aviator. 
At the time, I had one of the best flying assignments, presi­
dent of the Army Aviation Boai·d. 

You referred to the mass-produced pilots in Vietnam. 
From my personal viewpoint, the young warrant officers 

were the most magnificent group of men I have known. 
I frequently joined up as an additional ship on any good 

combat assault I found . · 
. I can remember on the final approach listening to the 

flight commander's voice as he gave directions and called 
out "trim on, harness locked, tighten up the formation, 
doorgunners watch for fire at 2 o'clock." 
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Mid-South Chapter did 
superb job with reunion 

We th_ought the Mid-South Chapter did a superb job 
of plannmg, organizing, being detail-odented and very 
thoughtful to all of us during the Nash ville reunion. As 
guests, we found everything accommodating. 

We thought it was especially nice to have buses leav­
ing outings at va1ious times so that everyone could stay 
how~ver sh01t ~r long they wanted. And we appreciated 
the ruce, new, rncely air-conditioned buses. 

It wa~ also very helpful to have volunteers holding up 
VHPA signs everywhere (especially done well at the 
Opry). 
. Thanks, Mid-South Chapter, for doing such a great 
JOb. We appreciate it. 

Gary and Shana Spooner 
C7 /17th "Ruthless Riders'" 

. I _coul? visualize the flight commander with some gray 
ill his hair, a world of experience and steely eyes. It gave 
one great confidence feeling the old man is in chai·ge. 

At the next hot refueling, I would get out and go up to 
pay my respects to the "Old Man" and usually found he 
was too young to shave. He would be one of your mass­
produced pilots neai·ing the end of his tour i~ Vietnam, seri­
ous, competent, and self-confident. 

This is understandable. The main source of our warrant 
officers was the men who were educated, smait, ambitious 
and dedicated, but not old enough to get into OCS. 

In 1975, when I became president of Bell Helicopter 
International and we had a major operation in Iran to build 
their army aviation, I again met many of these Vietnam vet­
erans. 

Many had taken advantage of the GI Bill and gone back 
~o school. They still loved to fly and we were hiring flight 
mstructors. Again they did a great job. 

Bob Williains 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This letter is extracted from an e­
mail exchange between retired Lt. Gen. Robert R. 
Williams, who commanded the 1st Aviation Brigade in 
Vietnam from September 1967-July 1969, and Gary 
Roush, VHPA database chairman. Williams was com­
mandant of the Army Aviation School from March 1962 
through August 1963. 

VHPA Newsletter letters 
can be sent by e-mail to: 

swickard@vhpa.org 



Reports 

Stephen Paul Canaday 
A man identified as a helicopter . pilot in Vietnam was 

one of two Nashville men who died when their vintage 
airplane crashed through treetops, skidded across a lawn 
and hit an unoccupied triplex. 

Rick Loudermilk, 52, who owned a software/computer 
programming business, was pronounced dead at the scene. 

Photographer and musician Stephen Paul Canaday, 55, 
was dead on atTival at a Nashville hospital. 

Official s were trying to determine who 
was piloting the North American SNJ-5 
World War II-era , single-engine trainer 
plane. 

"The pilot had a photographer and _......,i:::;.._.­
was doing some low-level work,'' said 
Keith Stem, Federal Aviation Adrninis- - .... ~ .. 
tration investigator. 

Canaday w as a pilot and flew helicopters in 
Vietnam, his housesitter told . the Nash ville Ten­
nessean newspaper. 

He also was involved in music and played with 
the Ozark Mountain Daredevils, a rock band, for 
years and worked as tour manager for Lee Roy Parnell, a 
country singer and guitarist, and Marshall Chapman, a 
Nashville folk-rocker. 

Robert Duane Frazier 
Robert Duane Frazier, 55, died in Bedford, TX, on 

Aug. 8 from complications of Burkitt ' s lymphoma, the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram repo11ed. 

Frazier was born Jan. 6, 1944, in Dodge City, KS. He 
moved as a baby to San Antonio, where he later graduated 
from St. Mary 's University with a degree in history and 
government. 

He served in the l l 6th Assault Helicopter Company in 
Vietnam in 1966, and retired from the Army Reserve with 
the rank of lieutenant colonel. 

Frazier was a member of Class 66-14. 
He was in helicopter sales at Bell Helicopter from 1969 

through 1995 and was director of sales at American Euro­
copter at the time of his death. 

He was preceded in death by his mother, Mary Ella 
Frazier. 

Survivors include his wife, Carolyn L. Frazier 
of Bedford; sons, Michael P. Frazier of Norman, 

___ .,. OK; John R. Frazier of College Station, TX; and 
James M. Frazier of Bedford; father, S.J. Frazier 

of San Antonio. 

Richard Alan Humes 
Retired Lt. Col. Richard Alan Humes of Bel Air, MD, 

died Sept. 2 at Fallston Hospital. He was 70. 
Born in Marlette Ml, he was the son of the late Frederic 

Jerome Humes and Lilah Belle Robinson Humes. 

See TAPS, Page 15 

Looking 
for a: ' 

The National Vietnam War Museum 

•Long-lost 
stick buddy? 

• A classmate 
from flight 

school? 

Look the easy 
way. Use 
VHPA's 
"Find-A­
Friend" 

Simply send a 
N o. 10, self­
addressed, 

stamped enve­
lope - and 
the name of 
the person 

you' re seeking 
to: 

Phil Marshall 

A Challenge to all A viation Co111panies and Associations 

For the past two years, the National Vietnam vVar Museum has b een selling m emoria l 
bricks, and many of you have purchased one to com memorate your Vietnam tour or 

F light School C lass. But you may not be aware that we a r e a lso offe rin g lar ger mem or ia l 
tablets to honor entire units. 

Your Aviation Company has the op por tunity to dem ons trate its un it pride a nd join 
with other units who have already purchased one of these large tablets to be 

displayed throughout the Museum grounds . The 71st AHC, 11 9th AHC, and 174th 
AHC have already "pulled pitch," and are challenging the other units to fo llow suit. 

If you are interested in purchasing a unit memor ial, or would like more 
information, contact the National Vietnam War Museum, P. 0. Box 146, Mineral 

vVells, TX 76068, or on line @ W\Vw.nationalmuseumvnwar.or g 

' 
. 

.. 
. 

.... -~ 

~ 
1.11. 4199 
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University of Maryland. 
Moore retired from the Army on Sept. 30, 1966. He 

was an Army pilot for 15 years, and was an instructor of 
~----------------------'· helicopter and fixed-wing aircraft. 
Continued from Page 14 

He graduated from J.W. Sexton High School, East 
Lansing, Ml, in 1946 and from the University of Michigan 
in 1951 following enlisted service in the Navy aboard the 
U.S.S. Missouri . 

He also held an MA from George Washington Univer­
sity and teaching qualifications from Towson State 
University. 

In 1951, Humes was commissioned in 
the Army and began a distinguished 
career, becoming a master aviator. 

Foreign assignments included 
Korea, Germany, and two tours in 
Vietnam, the latter as the first com­
mander of the "Hornets" helicopter 
company. 

He held two Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, the Legion of Merit, several 
Air Medals, and many other domestic and 
foreign decorations . 

He retired from the Army in 1970 as a 
director of TECOM, and then taught math­
ematics at Aberdeen High School for 15 
years, until retirement in 1986. However, 
he continued to coach the school's tennis 
team for a total of 21 years. 

Humes was active in the local tennis community, the 
Hai.ford County Community Tennis Association and the 
U.S. Professional Tennis Registry. 

He was also a Mason and a member of the American 
Legion, past president of the Retired Officers' Associa­
tion, a member of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Associa­
tion, and other military organizations. 

Humes is survived by his wife, Jacqueline Shure 
Humes; two children from a previous 
marriage: his daughter, Diane Humes 
Tremain of Seabrook, 
TX; his son , Dr. 
Richai.·d Alan Humes of 
Troy, Ml,; a brother, Frederic 
David Humes of San Antonio, 
TX; a sister, Doris Humes 
Panitz of Dayton, OH; and four 
grandchildren. 

Robert M. ·Moore 
Retired CW3 Robe1t M. Moore died 

\ 

Aug. 29 at his Lawton, OK, home after a lehgthy illness. 
He was 71. 

Moore was born July 1, 1928;in Annville, KY, to Jesse 
H. Moore and Zona Riley Moore. 

He graduated high school in Annv.ille and attended 
Cameron University, the University of California, and the 
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His duty stations included Fort Knox, KY; Fort Ben­
ning, GA; Sandia Base, NM; Japan; Korea; Vietnam; and 
Fort Sill, OK. 

His service awards and commendations included the 
Purple Heart Medal, Senior Army Aviation Badge, the Air 

Medal with eight oak leaf clusters and the Army Com­
mendation Medal. 
After his retirement from the Army, he was employed 
by Hawthorne Aviation as a test pilot for two years. 
He purchased the Hertz Rent-A-Car franchise for Law­
ton and Wichita Falls, Texas, in 1967. He still owned 
and operated the franchise at the time of his death. 
Survivors include his wife, of the home; and a daugh­
ter, Janice Gail Wagoner. 

The Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Associa­
tion lost a great member and friend with the 
death of Jim Wolfe on Aug. 3. 

"Wolfeman," as many members know, 
was a real fighter (ask anybody who ever 
called him a new guy). He fought pul­
monary fibrosis for 15 years to the very 
end. · 

He died waiting for a lung tninsplant at 
Johns Hopkins Medical Center. 

Jim flew Cobras with "B" Troop, 2/l 7th Cav, lOist Air­
borne Division in 1971-72. 

He twice received the Distinguished Flying Cross and 
several other medals for valor. 

He was a member of Class 70-44 
Jim was a giant in the commercial helicopter field as 

co-founder of Edwards and Associates, Aeronautical 
Accessories Inc. and Aeronautical Plastics Inc. 

He also was co-owner of Rotor Blades Inc. 
His organizations successfully developed many safety 

and performance enhancements in use by commercial 
industry and military helicopters the world over. 

Jim and his contributions to the helicopter, the VHPA 
and his friends will be missed. 

Seven of us from B/2/l 7th Cav attended Jim's funeral. 

D.R. Woodmansee 

John Cully 
Indianapolis, IN 

I believe my brother, D.R. Woodmai.1see, was a mem­
ber of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association. He was 
in Vietnam January 1968-January 1969. 

I regret to inform you he passed away Sept. 9 at St. 
Mary's hospital in Enid, OK. 

I know he enjoyed the newsletter and the meetings of 
various aviation groups he had been able to attend. 

Wayne Woodmansee 
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CD-ROM comes with '99 Directory 
GARY ROUSH 

DATABASE CHAIRMAN 

This is our first time to offer elec: 
tronic features with a Membership 
Directory. 

In order to publish everything we 
wanted to provide in the directory 
this year, such as the complete flight 
class database and unit indexes, we 
had to devise an alternative to the 
standard paper directory. 

We had reached the practical limits 
on space in paper form and elected to 
experiment with the new CD-ROM 
technology that is available. 

In a straw poll at this year's 
reunion business meeting, nearly 
everyone indicated they have access 
to a computer, so we felt it was .worth 
an attempt to expand our publishing 
capabilities in this cost-effective way. 

There is no cun-ent contact infor­
mation provided on the CD. That 
information exists only in the paper 
directory. 

The indexes on the CD can help 
you find someone in the paper direc­
tory, using the person 's name, unit(s) 
in Vietnam, or flight class number(s). 

In addi-
tion, we 
have 
included 
call sign 
information 
to demon­
strate addition-
al capability of our databases and the 
CD-ROM technology. The only cur­
rent information that is included on 
the CD is the person's status, i.e. 
VHPA member, died after tour, etc. 

We estimate these databases 

Zjaa ~ often thought about purchasing a Twin Cessna. 
You've dreamed of owning a 310, 340, 414 or 421. But the 
time was never right. The realities and priorities of your 
business, professional practice and family came first and 
one day you're in your fifth or sixth decade of life. 

Jerry Temple Aviation offers Twin Cessna dreamers a 
professional approach to aircraft purchases. JTA's Acquisition 
Agreements provide .the buyer of a Twin Cessna with the same 
procedures normally associated with "heavy iron" business jets. 

account for about 70 percent of the 
more than 40,000 helicopter pilots 
who served in the Vietnam War. 

There are six primary sources of 
this information: 

•The membership database main­
tained by VHPA Headquarters. 

• The flight class database built by 
many volunteers and maintained by 
Gary Roush. 

• The combat unit database main­
tained by Mike Law. 

• The call sign database maintained 
by Mike Law. 

• The died after tour database 
maintained by Steve Bolling. 

• The KIA database maintained by 
Gary Roush. 

Updates and changes should be 
sent to the person maintaining the 
specific database affected. 

See ORDERS, Page 17 

If now is the time to make a dream come true call 
Jerry Temple Aviation. We specialize in fulfillin·g dreams. JERRY TEMPLE AVIATION, INC. 

PHONE 

FORMER DREAMERS: 
(972) 712-7302 

Carl Simon, Physician (PA) .................... . .... . . PURCHASED T31 OR 
John Hunt, Physician (SC) .... . . .. . . ... , .. .... .. ... . .. PURCHASED 340A 

FAX 
(972) 712-7303 

Ray Yillik, Mfr. of Precision Parts (CA) .. . ... . . . . . ... .... . PURCHASED 340A P.O. BOX 580, FRISCO, TX 75034 

Jt== Promises Kept. Expectations Exceeded. 
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Orders for wings take precedence 
Continued from Page 16 

The flight class database was built 
from graduation programs and orders 
assigning wings. Orders assigning 
wings (and MOS) take precedence 
over graduation programs since the 
orders are typically more accurate. 

As an example, a pilot may have 
spent his entire time in flight school 
in Class 67-23, but because of a 
missed test or check ride, he may not 
have been awarded wings until two 
weeks later, with Class 67-25. 

Since we have no way of knowing 
why a person is shown in more than 
one class, we simply take the highest 
number and use it. 

Also, this database is almost all 
Army because 87 percent of the heli­
copter pilots who served in the Viet­
nam War were Army aviators. 

The Air Force and Marine pilots 
who were trained by the Army, along 
with most of the Vietnamese pilots, 
also are included where we have the 
information. 

Although we have more than 
36,000 names in the flight class data­
base, we know some pilots never 
went to Vietnam and there are still 
many names missing, especially those 
who were fixed-wing rated first, then 
went through a helicopter qualifica­
tion course. 

To get names added to this data­
base, please send copies of orders 
assigning wings or helicopter pilot 
MOS to Gary Roush or VHPA Head­
quarters. 

We especially need orders 
awarding helicopter status 
(MOS) to fixed-wing pilots 
from the Air Force, Marines 
and Navy, since most were 
fixed-wing rated first. 

There are about 2,000 Army 
names in the membership database 
that do not match names in the flight 
class database. 

The reason for this is many p~ople 
have changed the names they use or 
have asked Headquarters to use their 
nicknames or middle names instead 
of the names the Army knew them 

The history, as well as 
five past randomly chosen 

copies of The VHPA 
Newsletter, are in pdf 

(Adobe Acrobat's 
portable document format) 

on the route directory 
of the CD-ROM. 

by. 
In cases where we have SSNs or 

other reliable information to match 
these names, we have done that. If 
your name appears in a flight class 
list in two different forms, please 
notify Gary Roush or Headquarters so 
we can delete the duplicate. 

The directory program, 
including the indexes and flight 
class information, requires 10 
megabytes of space on your 
hard drive. The Adobe Acrobat 
Reader requires 32 megabytes of 
space on your hard drive. 

To install the VHPA program, fol­
low the directions on the CD. If the 
program increases the FILES parame­
ter on your PC, you will have to 
reboot before you can use the pro­
gram. 

There are a couple of errors in the 
README.TXTfile on the CD. 

The first one is that the progr:am 
does not create an icon. To 

run the prograin, select 
DIRVH.EXE from 
the program list. 

The second 
one is the name of 

the Adobe Acrobat 
file for installing Acro­

bat Reader 4.0. The documentation 
says Acrord32.exe, while the actual 
name on the CD is Acrd4enu.exe. 

If you have an older version of 
Adobe Acrobat Reader, you will need 
to upgrade it to 4.0 in order to see all 

· of the pictures . The front cover pic­
tures on all of the newsletters are not 
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included. 
The program will not run without 

the CD in the CD-ROM drive. This 
will help to avoid unauthorized use. 

When using a program such 
Microsoft Word, other than the built­
in browser to view seai·ch results, you 
have to close the Word window 
before doing another search or use a 
different file nan1e for each search. 
Otherwise the program will get a fatal 
error. 

The CD also contains an expanded 
version of the history of the Easter 
Offensive, written by Ron Timberlake 
and Mike Sloniker specifically for the 
1999 VHPA Membership Directory. 

. This expanded version includes pic­
tures and is written in four parts. 

The history, as well as five past 
randomly chosen copies of The VHPA 
Newsletter, ai·e in pdf (Adobe Acro­

bat's portable docu-
ment format) on the 
route directory of 
the CD-ROM. 
Though they are 

optimized for print­
ing, they also can be 

read on yom computer screen. 
If you already have an Adobe 

Acrobat Reader installed on yow· 
computer, all you have to do is dou­
ble click on any of the pdf files and 
you will be able to read them. 

If you do not have the reader 
installed or have an older version 
than 4.0, you can install it from the 
CD or download it free over the Inter­
net. 

The Adobe Acrobat Reader and 
the program built-in text editor pro­
vide the capability of full text search 
of the history and newsletter docu­
ments . 

To search for a word or phrase, 
select Edit, Find then type in the 
word or phrase. 

A special thank you to Art Cline, 
Dennis Lockard, Mike Law and Ken 
Fritz for their helpful feedback on the 
first prototype. 

Enjoy the CD.· 
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Greetings: 

New Members Corner 
James Ken neth Church 

63-2W 
A/I 0 I AYN, 273 HHC, 335 HJ-IC 

Gary W. Eldridge -. 
68-22/68-1 4 
B/71 17 

John J . Shine -. 
57- 15 
16 1 AYN, 155AHC, 120 AHC 

Mike Cory -. 
68-23 
48 AflC 

Wa lter E. Tausch 

Joseph A. Woodard --36 1 AYN 

Stanton K. Wesson -69- 1 
A/7/ 17 CAY 

Ri chard R. Siler --70-13/70- 15 
A/ 158 AYN, IOI ABN 

Kall y John Bergstrom -. 
66- 19/2 1 /23 
129A HC 

Goegre R. Bryant -70-47 
6 1 AHC 

James F. Cronin --62- 1 
170 AHC, 79 TC CO 

Enoch F. Nicewarner 

7 1 
39 ARRS 

Harry F. Pellell --69-2 1 

Michaerw. Province ---7 1-2 1 
57 AHC 

Don N. Hancock -. 
68-27 . 
192AHC 

Kenneth P. Gurbisz -07724 
69-07 
604TCCO 

Kenneth M. Mackes -. 
13 152 67-3/5 
162 AHC 

Michael D. Reeve --69- 15 
187 AHC, 11 6 AHC 

Robert S. Schmitt 

Steven L. Utley 

Will iam Bruce Wi lder 

A/2/20 ARA I CAY 
HHT/7/ 17CAY 

Bill Droke -. 
64-3 
54AYN 

David L. Ayers -70- 16 
134 AHC 

Jon R. Beckenhauer --68- 1 I /68- 17 
180 AS HC 
243 AS HC 

Clinton J. Percle 

-== 69- 17 
I 18AHC 
60AYN 

Charles Rex 

RAAF NO 16 
135 AHC 

Willi am Burke ._. 

18 

66- 19 
5 SF GRP, 498 MED CO 

E. P. Wall is 

64 
HMM-363, MAG-36, YMA-533 , 
MAG-1 2 

Alan M. Morri s _. 
68-501 
57 AHC 

Wayne Foss _. 
48 AHC . 

Billy Bruce Gaddy --69- 13 
235 AWC 

Leland·J. Hendri x --7 1-49 
36 1 AWC, 129 AHC 

George P. Hewlett -. 
64-/72 
28 1 AHC, A/9 A VN 9 INF, 
F/9 CAN I CAY 

John J . McCombs --525 Ml GRP 

Render C. Gu inn -. 
57-8 
33 TC CO 
LS TC I CAY 

Stephen W. La nge -. 
68-40/68-522 
23 ARTY GRP 

Keith M. Cri sman 

69-36 
D/215 CAY I CAY 
361 AWC 

Larry L. Ratli ff --M ichael B. Brice --66- 15/66- 17 
240 AHC, 189 AHC, 120 AHC, 336 
AHC, 235 AWC 

John P. Renzelli --36 1 AWC 

Robert I. Sroverink --IJ 4AHC 

Wi ll iam Hennigan --7L AHC 

James G. Palmer -Walt Smith -HJ-IM-362 

Paul Gall agher -Willi am C. Carter --Kent R. Worrall -70- 12 
36 1 AYN 

Raymond E. Mcintosh 

Gordon L. Stone -A/501 AYN 

Gil C. Sanderson --Neal Murphy --Richard Bartnik --HHC/229 A VN I CAY 

Ronald G. Yeuna:r -. 
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Florida chapter represents VHPA 
For the third year, VHPA of Flori­

da was represented at the Vietnam 
Veterans of Brevard County reunion, 
the largest in 
the country. The Florida 

tograpbed and viewed by everyone en 
route to The Wall . Jim Basta and Fred 
Breuche answered questions and pro­
vided information about Army Avia­
tion's role in Vietnam. 

spent time at the "tent," greeting visi­
tors. 

The Florida chapter gained six new 
members over the weekend, including 
ex-VNAF Capt. Phung Hung Le, 
president of the Veterans of Republic 
of Vietnam Armed Forces Associa­
tion in Central Florida. "Dai Oui" Le 
is the third U.S.-trained VNAF heli­
copter pilot in our chapter, joining 
Lang Vang and Ky Nguyen. 

Our chapter 
joined thou­
sands of vets 
from World 
War II, Korea, 
Vietnam, the 

chapter 
gained six 

The VHPA of Florida's booth, with 
the red and 

new 
members. 

yellow tent, 
VHPA signs 
and banners, 
was easy to 
find in the 

Chapter 
report 

Persian Gulf War and all recent mili­
tary actions, as they met with friends 
and families to celebrate the U.S. mil­
itary and to honor our missing and 
fallen comrades. 

main vending area. 
Mark your calendars for next 

year's Reunion, at beautiful Wickham 
Park in Melbourne, FL, April 7-9, 
2000. Visit the reunion webpage at: 

Our chapter OH-6, in full cav 
markings, was displayed near the 
"Moving Wall," where it was pho-

Our chapter T-shirts, patches, cups 
and stickers were fast-selling items. 
Helen Joyce again was responsible 
for the paperwork and money. Bob 
Buchanan, Marie Basta, Jim and 
Linda Kirkley and Mott Stanchfield 

http://members.aol.com/ 
FLVietVets/reunion.html 

Don Joyce 

VHPA business directory 

Last Chance to Order the 1999 
VHPA Nashville Reunion Yearbook 
An inside look at our biggest reunion ever. The portraits, 
the mini-reunions and the events that made this reunion 
so memorable. Fu/I-color cover with 8& W text & photos. 

only $15.00 
(includes shipping/handling within Continental U.S.A.) 

Order by mail. Please make your check payable to Pure-Photo . 
Pure-Photo • attn . Steve Purinton 

PO Box 150284 • Nashvi lle, TN 37215 
phone: (615) 297-1717 •email : musicphoto @mindspring.com 

Do you have. a D.F.C.? 
Call or write us for information 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING 
CROSS SOCIETY 

8430 PRODUCTION AVE. 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92121 

Tel. (858) 69~-1950 
Fax (858) 693-1882 

Visit our Website: www.dfcsociety.org 
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Elliorr CoRpORATioN 
ESTABLISHED 1976 

Spoc•ky WobSlo"' 0 oCootera, """"''"' 

JAy Ellion, PREsidENT 
jay@ElliottCorporation.com 
www.ElliottCorporation.com 

42 LEGEND ROAD 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76132 

(817) 735-8833 
Fax (817) 735-8830 

f!E4Jf o uR PROMOTIONAL RESOURCE" 

R&Y PROMOTIONS & AWARDS, Inc. 
850-222-7755 800-359-7062 FAX 850-222-2266 

TALLAHASSEE, FL www.rypromos.com 

Richard (Rick) Yood, CAS 
(Gladiator 21) 

Call me for help in getting any of the following types of 
products decorated with yotu· wut insig1ua or corporate logo: 

Caps, Shirts (T & Golf), Coffee M u gs, Pen s, Pen cils, 
Plaques, Trophies, Decals, Coleman Coolers, Watches, Coins, 
Rulers, Koozies, Clocks, Cameras, Le tter Openers, Mou se 
Pads, Stress Balls, Lapel Pins, Water Bottles, Candy, Prepaid 
Phone Car ds, Bags (Plastic & Cloth) and many other items 
from the over 15,000 types of products available. 
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Mid America hosts veteran reunion 
The Mid America Chapter will 

host its annual Veterans Day mini­
reunion Nov. 5-7 in Branson, MO. 

Branson bas one of the largest Vet­
erans Day eel- ~---------. 
ebrations in 
the country, 
with more 
than 30,000 
people attend-
ing during the 

Ch,apter 
report 

~------~ 

seven-day event. A parade is held 
Nov. 11 each year. 

Those wishing to meet and social­
ize can get reservations at the Surf 
Inn, (800) Surf-Inn, or next door at 
Sav-A-Dollar, (800) 880-6814. I have 

15 rooms at Surf Inn at $38.95 per 
night. Mention you are with Gary 
Wineteer. 

You can always make arrange­
ments of your own, as there are many 
motels in the area, as well as many 
attractions and shows. 

We will have a table/booth at the 
76 Music Hall again to try and find 
lost members. 

There will be one official meeting, 
at the Golden Corral, and unofficial 
meetings every night at Roy Clark's 
bar, which is within walking distance 
of the motels. 

Anyone wishing to join us is more 
than welcome. You don't have to be a 

member of the Mid America Chapter 
to attend. 

We had a great time last year and 
Bill Medsker will be b1inging his 
"helicopter." Max Hall may be able to 
make it with his flying H-21 and may 
have his other one flying by then. 

The motels are just north of the 
only helicopter tourist ride facility at 
Branson. 

Most of you still work and can't 
get away for the entire week, so we 
try to have our mini over a weekend. 
Those wanting longer stays can 
arrange them. 

. Gary Wineteer 
Mid America Chapter 

Rocky Mountain Chapter meets in n ·enver 
The Rocky Mountain Chapter of 

the VHPA was organized this sum­
mer. Walt Winters, 

was 
elected presi­
dent. 

The chapter 
usually meets 
the third Satur­
day of each 

Several 
members are 

building a 
chapter 
website 

month at VFW Post No. 1 in Denver 
at 10 a.m. Twenty-five pilots, includ­
ing three who had not previously 

joined the VHPA, attended the 
August meeting. 

At the meetmg, they approved a 
chapter logo. Later, the VHPA Execu­
tive Council 
approved the Ch 
use of part of · c;tl"/? t (J; P 
the VHPA - . 
logo in the 
chapter logo. 

report 
The September meeting was a 

fainily barbecue at a member's home. 
About half the members served in 

the Colorado National Guard, are cur­
rently employed as helicopter pilots, 

or work for the FAA. 
Several members are building a 

chapter website and have established 
the e-mail address 

While most of the members live 
along the front range, some travel 
from Grand Junction, Cheyenne and 
even Nebraska and western Kansas to 
participate. 

Additionally, the chapter began 
planning to support the 2001 VHPA 
Reunion scheduled for July 2-7, 2001 
in the Adam's Mark hotel. 

Mike Law 

Advertising rates 
Display advertising rates for the VHPA 

Newsletter are: 
• Full page, $500. 
• One-half page, $250. 
• One-quarter page, $125. 
•Business card size, $45. 
Classified advertising is $1 per line or $7 

per inch, whichever is highest. 
Advertising revenue is used to help pro­

duce the Newsletter and limit the publica­
tion's dependence on membership dues. 
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VHPAFTX 
Do you own a camper, motor home, pop-up or pup 

tent? Would you like to go on a FTX in the fall of the 
year somewhere in the United States? 

Say the Ozarks or maybe do a leaf-peeping tour of 
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont? Or maybe visit 
the River Walk in San Antonio or South Padre Island? 

Let's make it happen! Contact Hayden Jones at mem­
bership@vhpa.org and get your name on the list. We 
want to make it an annual event, move around, visit a 
different place every year with no formalities and no 
scheduled organized events . 

And, we won't have to worry about filrpo1ts or hotel 
reservations. 
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Veterans stories wanted for book 
Do you have a true story about 

yourself or someone you knew during 
their time at war or in the years that 
followed? 

they deserve. We urgently need your 
help to make this happen. 

If you have questions or doubts about 
your story, send it anyway and we'll 
be the judge. What a Chicken Soup story is: It is 

true, motivational, inspiling, heart­ Submissions up to 1,200 words 
accepted. Compensation offered for 
selected stories. We will also be con­
tiibuting a percentage of all profits to 
associations benefiting veterans. 

A story that would uplift or inspire 
people all over the world? 

If so, we invite you to share your 
story with us! The bestselling book 
series, Chicken Soup for the Soul, is 
now collecting stoiies for an exciting 
new book, Chicken Soup for the Vet­
eran's Soul! 

Veterans have many stories to tell. 

warming, and 
heartfelt. It's a 
story that hap­
pened in one's 
life that can 
biing joy and 
awareness to 
our chicken 
soup readers . 

What a 
Chicken Soup 

We also will 
be contribut-
ing a percent­

age of all 
profits to 

associations 
benefiting 
veterans .. 

Deadline for submission is Dec. 
31, 1999 - but we will welcome sto­
ries after this date for a sequel book 
being planned. 

It is important to capture this time in 
the lives of the many men and women 
who fought to defend our Freedom. 
We invite stories from every war and 
every branch of service. 

story isn't: It's not a term paper, the­
sis, or fiction story. It is not a memoir 
or reminiscence. 

For story submission guidelines, 
visit our website: www.vetstories.com 
or contact us ASAP toll free (888) 
387-6373/e-mail: remember@vetsto­
ries.com 

Mail stories to: Chicken Soup for 
The goal of this book is to-offer 

acknowledgment to all veterans and 
raise the level of appreciation that 

We value the special talents of our 
contributors and welcome new con­
tributors to om Chicken Soup family. 

the Veteran's Soul, 

VHPA LOGO ITEMS 
(DAVE GRIEGER, L-66) 

THEY'RE BACK!! THESE ITEMS 
ARE STOCK ITEMS AGAIN 

VHPA JACKETS (L,XL) - $59.95 (XXL,XXXL - $64.95) BLK 
CALL SIGN, NAME, UNIT, LOCATION, DATE, ETC. -FREE (3 LINES) 

ALSO AVAILABrn: WINGS (ALL SERVICES), cm, CMB, ABN, 
PATHFINDER, MORE -$12 .. 00 EACH 

VHPA BIG BACK PATCH (10") 
VHPA EMllL'D HAT (WHT) 
VHPA HAT WITH PATCH 
VHPA HAT w/"EGGS" & PATCH 
VHPA EMBL'D GOLF SHIRT 

VHPA PATCH 
VHPA PIN (HUNDREDS AVAILABLE) 
VHPA WINDOW STICKER ('W') 
VHPA BUMPER STICKER ('B') 
VHPA LICENSE PLATE 

$29.95 
$12.00 
$11.95 (BK, N, W1-1) 
$12 .. 95 (BK, N, WH) 
$25 .. 00 (L,XL) WHITE 
$30 .. 00 (XXL, XXXL) 
$ 4 .. 50 
$ 3 .. 95 (WOPA, RLO, ETC.) 
$ 2.00 -
$ 3 .. 00 
$9.00 VSR SUPERIMPOSED 

WITH VHP A LOGO 
VHPA ADDRESS LABELS (100 EA .. ) $8.50 LOGO ON DAY-GLOW 
VIDEOS - 30-MIN. REAL FOOTAGE, SHOT BY AUTHOR - $19 .. 95 

"GUNSLINGERS" -128Tll ABC, CPT JAMES POWELL (1968-72) 

VHP A COIN (NEW) - $12.95 (PLUS lST CA v' 3RD MAR, 
DOZ'S OF.OTHERS) 

AND OTHER MlLITARY DOD/NOVELTY ITEMS: 
MEDALS, PINS, PATCHES, KEY RINGS, CAPS, FLAGS, 

VN MAP-MORE 
28-PAGE COLOR CATALOG - $ 2.00 

SIUPPING & HANDLING - $ 4.45 (MC/VISA) 

D&G ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 180 

SALEM, AL 36874-0180 
Mon.-Sat. (7 a. m.-noon EST) - (334) 749-9222/Fri : (334) 749-1 8 18 

Website: www. Da11dGEnte1prises.co111/Screen name: DLG555@aol.com 
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VHPA launches 
recruiting contest 

As we enter the new century, the VHPA needs to find 
and recruit the additional 10,000-plus Vietnam-era heli­
copter pilots who flew with us in Southeast Asia. 

VHPA membership increased by about 1,000 this past 
year. There is no reason we cannot double or triple that 
gain by Reunion 2000 in Washington, DC. 

As an incentive, VHPA announces the following prizes 
for the "Top-Gun 2000" recruiters: 

1st Place: Reimbursement for four nights hotel room 
rate at VHPA Reunion 2000. 

2nd Place: Reimbmsement for three nights hotel room 
rate at VHPA Reunion 2000. 

3rd Place: Reimbursement for two nights hotel room 
rate at VHPA Reunion 2000. 

4th Place: Reimbursement for one night hotel room rate 
at VHPA Reunion 2000. 

5th Place: Reimbursement for two tickets for the VHPA 
Reunion 2000 Banquet. 

Contest rules: 
• Minimum of 10 new VHPA members to receive any 

pnze. 
• Applications must have been received by VHPA from 

July 5, 1999-June 30, 2000. 
• Winners will be announced at the VHPA Banquet and 

in the next newsletter. 
- Don Joyce, membership chairman 
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VHPA filling rooms at Reunion 2000 
JOHN POWELL 

The Year 2000 Reunion in Wash-
ington, DC, already has grown so 
large VHPA members have almost 
filled three hotels. 

So far, 200 more hotel rooms have 
been reserved than were taken during 
this year's reunion in Nashville. 

I've received phone calls and e­
mails concerning hotel rooms in the 
past couple of weeks, so here is the 
latest information: 

rooms was signed, the VHPA had 
adequate space for the number of 
people expected at the reunion, but 
we've really grown. 

We are still looking for .more 
space, but don't let not staying in the 
main hotel stop you from corning. 
The hotels are near one another. 

But you are corning for the 
j camaraderie . . . you shouldn't be 

sleeping that much, anyway! 
JI I Im We also are looking for a 

,.r::=_ larger facility in which to 
hold our banquet, in order 

to have everyone in the 
• The Washington Renaissance, 

the reunion headquarters hotel, 
guaranteed 600 rooms. There are 
634 confirmed reservations. 

IJIJ [Ill 11 n Ill same place. It may not .be 
, - · possible, but we are giv-

• The Metro Center guaran­
teed 250 rooms and we have 285 
confirmed there. 

• The Grand Hyatt gave us 300 
rooms and 232 have been reserved. 

When the original contract for 

111 rt I n HJ 11 ing ~~~~o=~!~t~ill 
attempt to accommodate any event 
you wish to attend while you are in 
Washington. 

There are many things to do and 

see in Washington and a listing will 
be included, along with the registra­
tion form, in the next newsletter. 

You may obtain information about 
the District of Columbia on the Inter­
net by going to yahoo. com 

On Yahoo's front page, go to 
"Regional" and click on "States," 
then click on "Washington, DC." 

If the event you want to see/go to 
is not on our listing, call me at -

you. 

or e-mail me at 
•••• and I will assist 

There al.ready are plans for tours 
around town that include everything 
from A (Arlington) to Z (zoo). Please 
try to stay through July 4. 

The events on the Mall that day 
will be as good as your first solo 
flight, without the dunking. 

Until next issue, clear left, right 
·and above. 

I 

Poston colleagues wanted 

VHPA promotes chapter websites 
President Bob Smith has established a goal for each 

VHPA chapter to have a website/webpage that is linked to 
our national website: www.vhpa.org 

To assist chapters in achieving this goal, he has made 
arrangements with a company that will design and/or host 
your chapter's website for as little as $9.95 per month. 

Please contact me for details if your chapter is interest­
ed in taking advantage of this opportunity. 

If your chapter already has a website and is not linked 
to www.vhpa.org, please provide your web address to 
Gary Roush (webmaster@vhpa.org) . 

- Charles Holley, vice president 

Seeking: 
If anyone knew WO Carl Nacca, Jr, please contact his 

mother, Ms. Carl Nacca Sr. a 
Carl was KIA in RVN on Feb. 20, 1971. 

- Charles Holley 

... We loved him so much. We lost Carl Sr. shortly 
after the completion and dedication of the local memori­
al. I am so proud of the men who answered this country's 
call. - Carl's Mom 
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Shirley Poston, widow of Robert E. "Pete" Poston, is 
seeking pilots who flew in Vietnam with her late husband. 

Poston flew with me in the I 18th Assault Helicopter 
Company at Bien Hoa in 1964-65. His second tour was 
October 1968-0ctober 1969. 

Contact me at 
Shirley Po~ton at 

or 

Jack lslin 

Help needed with reunion 
Jim "Goldie" Goldthorpe, chairman for Reunion 2000 

in Washington, DC, could use some local help. 
Please contact him soon and see what you can do to 

join in on the VHPA reunion planning and execution. 
He can be reached at home at in Silver 

Springs, MD, or by e-mail: 

Pilots Insulated Non-Spill 
1999 Reuni~n Coffee Mug 
featuring S.E. Asia sectional aviation map 

(SaigonNung Tau area), helicopters in 
Vietnam airspace & '99 VHPA Reunion logo 

only $10.00 
(plus $2.75 shipping/ handling) 

order by mail with check payable to: Bradley-Rippey 
·sradley-Rippey •Attn: Checkmate 1 
PO Box 50093 • Nashville, TN 37205 
e-mai l questions: jrippey@home.com 
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Singing group member visits reunion 
MIKE LAW 

Luckily for the VHPA, Keith Car­
penter attended the Jubilee 1999 
activities in the Nashville Convention 
Center and happened to notice the 
VHPA Reunion signs. 

He recalled two of his sisters, 
Linda and Jeanie, had served two 
USO tours in Vietnam. Since he was 
staying at Linda's home, he men­
tioned the VHPA Reunion to her. 

Linda, her last name is now 
Deshon, called the reunion hotel and 
later met with Bob Johnson and Mike 
Law with the hope of maybe finding 
someone who had known The Hilltop 
Singers during their USO tours. Here 
is the story of The Hilltop Singers . 

Pat Starkey (now known as Trish) 
and sisters Linda and Jeanie Carpen­
ter formed The Hilltop Singers, a cof­
fee-house type folk singing group, 
while they were students at West Vir­
ginia University. 

After meeting with some local suc­
cess in the Ohio, Kentucky, West Vir­
ginia area, they performed for casual­
ties staying in the hospital at Scott 
Air Force Base in May 1969. 

Letters from the patients and staff, 
plus local newspapers articles, carried 
heartwarming stories of how well 
they were received. Some made it all 
the way to Washington. The group 
was contacted about future service for 
the USO. 

Linda says: "Basically, we loved 
doing coffee house singing, where the · 
audience can request their favorite 
folk song and we'd do it. Clearly the . 
young soldiers in the· hospital at Scott 
really liked it. So we thought, well, 
'if they can't come to the coffee 
house, we' 11 just take the coffee 
house to them.'· The USO administra­
tors thought that was a good idea, so 
they an-anged a six-week tour starting 
May 8, 1971, to military bases in 
Korea, Japan, Guam and the Philip­
pines." 

A letter from the Department of 
the Army in August 1971 summa­
rized the outstanding job of singing, 

Pat Starkey and sisters Linda and Jeanie Carpenter are shown in a pub­
licity shot made during the 1970s when they were known as The Hilltop 
Singers, a folk singing group that toured South Vietnam with the USO. 

sent them comments their first tour 
generated and asked if they would be 

. interested in another tour, possibly to 
Vietnam. 

Linda continues: "Trish, Jeanie and 
I were (still are) very patriotic and 
dreamed of being of service to our 
country during the Vietnam War. 
We'd made cookies and written let­
ters to Gls, but when we saw how the 
soldiers responding to our singing -
well, we knew our dream had come 
true." 

Their first Vietnam tour began in 
October 1971 for five weeks . They 
stayed at the Meyerkord Hotel in 
Saigon part-time and performed from 
Monkey Mountain to Conson Island. 
They also were at Hoi An, Tam Key, 
Qui Nhon, Nha Trang, and Long 
Binh. 

Linda says on their second Viet­
nam tour, in May 1972, they visited 
Conson, the Cua Nhan Benh Army 
Hospital in Saigon, FSB Grunt, FSB 
Enus, Hill 200, and Danang AB . 

"We would do two shows a day, so 
we were always on the move. We had 
our own sound system that was pack­
aged so everything we owned fit into 
a Huey. We also walked through hos­
'pitals with our guitars, singing and 
smiling. Many times they dressed us 
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in fatigues , put us in a couple of Jeeps 
and drove us to some small base. 

"I remember putting on my make­
up as the Huey was landing so we 
would be ready for the show. We 
were always treated very well and 
,given the best that could be offered." 

Law asked if she has any pictures 
of them with a helicopter in the hope 
that maybe we could see some unit 
markings with a date. 

Linda laughed and said, "I have a 
slide of a helicopter that has some 
insignia on it, but it shows Jeanie's 
skirt is blowing up." 

Linda summed up the feelings for 
her group by saying: 

"Our dream came true as The Hill­
top Singers sang their way into the 
hearts of the servicemen in Southeast 
Asia. We are grateful to you who 
were such loyal suppo11ers of us and 
our dream. The spirit of the group 
lives on in our quest for self-actual­
ization and, yet, the excitement of 
that time is still very real in our 
hearts. Thank you for believing in 
us." 

If you heard this group or helped 
fly them around Vietnam and want to 
chat, contact Linda at 

or Jeanie at 



Features 

What became of first Sky Crane? 
MIKE LAW 

It was a pleasure to finally speak . 
with Dan Wall, 478th HHC com­
manding officer in 1971 and someone 
I had been hoping to find for a num­
ber of years. 

During one of our telephone con­
versations, Dan related a story he had 
heard from the late Billy 
Lamb about crashing in a 
Sky Crane while flying with 
a pilot named Jack Brown. 

Sadly, Jack Brown was 
not in the VHPA database. 
However, when I mentioned 
to Jim Oden at the Reunion 
that I really needed to speak 
with Jack Brown, Jim said 
he had Jack's address and 
phone number at home. 

Soon I was speaking with 
Jack and this is what I 

William T. Lamb. 
Burhanon was told to return to our 

base to correct some communication 
problem since he was the unit comma 
officer. 

After refueling and chow, we 
cranked up and headed for the Turkey 
Farm, a resupply dump, to pick up 
our load of fuzzed 105 mm ammo, 

this area at night. All at once, it 
seemed like another aircraft, with its 
landing lights on, was about to enter 
our cockpit out of the scud and rain. 

My reaction was to put the CH-54 
into an extreme, climbing left turn, 
which should have given me the most 
control over the aircraft and the sling 
load. 

As the good book and 
experience dictates, I 
attempted to slide back over 
the load to dampen the oscil­
lation. However, in this case, 
the load weighed as much as 
the aircraft, which made 
things a bit more difficult to 
control. 

After a very short time, the 
aircraft began to have severe 
vibrations and all the instru­
ments became very difficult 
to read. 

learned. 
It had been a long day for 

the crew of a CH-54A from 

the 478th Heavy Helicopter The wreckage of a CH-54A Sky Crane 
Company, 1st Air Cavalry ground after it crashed in South Vietnam. 

I told Lamb the aircraft 
was very hard to control and 
we had to drop the load in 

™~~UW~K.Kl.IL.2.~~c;;;~~!t.1!..2~1ii1 lilit~t"e:::;rstlit.t:..h~e order to regain control. He 
told me he was unable to 
electrically open the hook 

which would drop the load. 
Division. 

It was flown by CW3 Carl 
Burhanon and CW3 Jack A. Brown, 
with Spec. 6 Hennson as FE and 
Spec. 5 Berry as the CE. 

At the end of the day after several 
resupply missions sling loading 155 
mm and 105 mm ammo into and 
around the vicinity of Plei Me near 
the Cambodian border, we were en 
route home to Pleiku when we 
received a call that one of the 105 
units was in desperate need of addi­
tional ammo. 

We had been resuppling these units 
for the last two or three days. It was 
getting dark and the weather was 
deteriorating. 

We diverted into Camp Holloway 
to refuel and eat prior to picking up a 
sling load of 105 mm ammo and 
attempting to complete the mission. 

While on the ground at Holloway, 
Burhanon received a call stating that 
he was being replaced by CW3 

about 18,000 pounds more or less. 
Holloway tower was contacted for 

a verbal weather report and for take­
off. 

At this time, Brown was flying the 
right seat and Lamb was in the left 
seat. Lamb was just as qualified to fly 
the right seat, but was in the copilot 
seat on this flight. 

On takeoff, visibility was poor and 
a misty rain was falling. We talked 
about aborting the mission while en 
route to Charlie beacon, a radio fix 
we would use to establish a time-dis­
tance to the LZ which we would not, 
in. all probability, find in this weather. 

After departing Charlie beacon, 
we climbed straight out to 3,500 feet. 
We were going to fly the time-distance 
and attempt to make ground contact; 
if not, we would return to the Turkey 
Farm, drop our load, and then head 
for home. 

We had not turned our position 
lights off as we generally did flying in 
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I attempted to open the hook from 
my side, but this did not work, either. 

I asked the crew chief to try from 
the back seat; same results. 

We then tried to fire the cable guil­
lotine system from all three positions, 
but that did not work. 

At this point, it was apparent to me 
we were losing the aircraft. It was 
impossible to read any instruments 
and the vibrations had become even 
more severe. 

Berry asked permission to attempt 
to cut the cable by firing his M-16 
from the back seat. I told him: "hell, 
Yes! Have at it! " This didn 't work 
either. 

Lamb said: "Jack, is there any­
thing else we can try?" 

I said: ."No, I think we've had it. It 
feels like the aircraft is coming apart 
in the air. 1 don't kn.ow what to do. " 

Lamb later told me that at this 
See CREWMEN, Page 25 
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Crewmen don't remember impact 
Continued from Page 24 2:30 p.m. the following day. In a couple of weeks, I was fit 
point he scrunched up into a little I was told bad weather, with very enough to be evacuated to the 105th 
ball in his armor-plated seat. None of little visibility and low ceilings, was General Hospital in Yokohama, 
us, as I understand, remember the the reason for the delay. I, as well as Japan. I stayed there for a couple of 
impact. I certainly don't. the others, had lost a lot of blood and months and had a couple of opera-

The first thing I recall when was very lucky to still be alive. . tion.s. 
regaining consciousness was lying I was unconscious most of the time From there I went to the U.S. Army 
upside down in a huge pile of wreck- and remember very little about the Hospital at Fort Gordon, GA, and 
age and the smell of JP-4 finally to the U.S. Naval Hos-
was very strong. pita/ in Charleston, SC, 

I had no idea what I was where I stayed for the next 
in or who I was with, if any- several months. 
one at all. After being off flight status 

I tried to get up and move for nearly a year, I was 
away from the wreckage, assigned to Hunter Army Air-
realizing I must be in an air- field in Savannah. I was 
craft crash and the smell of finally able to return to flight 
JP-4 meant afire was about status and became the chief 
to happen. ~ test pilot for Quality Assur-

As I tried to move, I stq.rt- an.ce at Hunter. 
ed to discover my injuries. I did see Berry later at 
My right leg was broken in Fort Rucker and learned he 
three places, one of the was injured on the left side of 
bones in my right arm was his body. 
sticking out, there was a I believe Heiinson. 
large deep cut in the back of . . received the worst injuries of 
my neck, my right ear was A Sky _Crane slm.gloads the remams of another after a the four of us. His back was 
nearly severed and I had crash 111 South Vietnam. broken and his face was 
many cuts on my face and limbs. night or the following day. I do recall smashed. I believe he was medically 

To make matters worse, it was trying to drain the canteen from one discharged from the Army and heard 
raining in my face! of the Gis who rescued us. he is living someplace in Penn.sylva-

After a while I began to realize I understand that Lamb was able nia. 
where I was and who was with me. to communicate with the search-and-
The main rotor blades had destroyed rescue effort in some way. 
and nearly cut off the cockpit. In the 
process, they had nearly destroyed 
the crew. 

When I finally realized where I was 
and Lamb was near me, we had a 
short conversation.. 

He said he couldn't move and his 
ribs hurt really bad. He had broken 
ribs plus lots of cuts 'and bruises. He 
said he was in a lot of pain. 

I later learned Henn.son was 
severely injured with a broken back 
plus a lot of facial damage and inter- · 
n.al injuries. 

Berry had several broken bones 
plus cuts and bruises. • 

Both enlisted men were still under 
the helicopter wreckage. 

The time of impact was about 9:30 
p.m. The rescue force got to us about 

I never saw Lamb again after that 
day. Sadly, he was killed test flying a 
T-42fixed-wing at Fort Sill, OK, on 
Dec. 23, 1987. 

An.other 478th pilot, Jim Ervin, 
took pictures of the crash and gave 
them to me some months later. 

When I asked why there wasn. 'ta 
fire, Jim told me the right engine had 
severed on impact and was forced 
over to dislodge the left engine. 

It was a blessing they both quit 
running. So, even though the fuel 
cells ruptured and spread the JP-4 all 
around, the engines didn't ignite it. 

The fazzed artillery rounds might 
have gone off as well, but didn't. 

I was flown to the hospital at Qui 
· Nhon and remember seeing Henn.son 
there. 
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- Submitted by Jack Brown 
August 1999 

In other documents, Brown includ­
ed photos of CH-54A No. 64-14202 
with notes saying it was the Army'.s 
first Sky Crane. 

The VHPA's helicopter databases 
support Brown '.s notes because it is 
the lowest serial number for the CH-
54A. 

Lamb not only returned to flight 
status, but served again with the 
478th HHC in Vietnam when Dan 
Wall commanded the company. 

Wall recalls that Lamb often talked 
about this accident. Lamb was espe­
cially animated on the point that one 
of the blades had actually scraped the 
top front of his flight helmet. 

- Submitted by Dan Wall, 
· June 1999 
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Daughter receives wings 
VHPA member Ron Wecas was on hand when 

daughter Ensign Amy Wecas Powell received her 
wings after completing Joint Undergraduate Naviga­
tion Training at Randolph Air Force Base, TX. 

In November 1997, Amy Wecas graduated from the 
Naval Officer Candidate School at NAS Pensacola, 
FL, Her dad, retired Maj . Ron Wecas, did the ceremo­
nial swearing in. She then went on to complete avia­
tion preflight and primary flight training. 

Ensign Wecas Powell cmrently is stationed at NAS 
Jacksonville, FL, preparing to join a P-3 Orion 
squadron. 

Bell Helicopter backs 
documentary on pilots 

Bell Helicopter announced it will be a major backer of 
the television documentary "Flight Line: The Helicopter 
Pilots of Vietnam." 

The program, which is being produced by author Robert 
Mason and Washington, DC-based Maels trom Media 
Works, will tell the story of the more than 20,000 pilots 
who flew helicopters in Vietnam between 1962 and 1975. 

Chris Fetner, a partner in Maelstrom Media Works and 
one of the producers of "Flight Line," said: 

"Bell 's UH-1 Huey is probably one of the most univer­
sally recognized symbols of the Vietnam War. To have Bell 
support this project and help us pay tribute to the pilots 
who flew those helicopters is just a very good thing. We 
really couldn' t be more grateful to the people at Bell." 

The support comes after Mason and Fetner met with key 
individuals at Bell and presented the proposal for the pro­
ject. 

"Our helicopters played such a key role in Vietnam that 
it wouldn 't make sense for us to not be involved in this 
project," said John Wright, Bell Helicopter's executive · 
director of sales for North America and himself a former 
Vietnam helicopter pilot. 

The two-hour documentary will chronicle the experi­
ences of pilots, using more than 100 hours of interviews. 

Army Aviation in Vietnam 1961-1 963 (Volume One) 
An Illustrated History of Unit Insignia, Aircraft Camouflage and Markings 

By Ralph B. Young, Illustrated by Steve Davis and Figure Artwork by Kevin Lyles 

Announcing the premier volume in a series of limited edition, illustrated histories for those who flew with or served in 
Army aviation units in Vietnam. This planned series is intended to chronicle the 'flying colors' of every Army aviation 
unit that served in the Vietnam War. Volume One covers the early years of U.S. involvement, the CH-21 Shawnee 
cargo helicopter units, the UH-1A and the UH-1B gunships of the Utility Tactical Transport Helicopter Company, the 
JOV-1 C Mohawks of the 23rd Special Warfare Aviation Detachment, as well as the CH-37B Mojave, the CV-2 Caribou, 
the RU-6A Beaver, among others. Included are brief, unofficial unit histories, ten specially commissioned color aircraft 
profiles, uniform study, aircraft camouflage and markings are illustrated along with all known unit patches and insignia. 
8Y2 x 11 , 124 pages, minimum of 50 color and 150 b/w photographs, plus 30 patches in color. 

Volume One available now in both softcover edition and hardcover edition , limited to 
500 numbered copies signed by the author and Colonel Kenneth D. Mertel, Infantry, 
USA Ret. , last commander of the 45th Transportation Battalion (Transportation Air­
craft). 

Special 20% Discount Offered For All VHPA Members 
Hardcover, signed Collector's edition of 500 - $32.00 each (+$4.95 US s/h) 
Softcover edition - $19.95 each (+$4.95 US s/h) 
(New Jersey residents please add 6% sales tax) 

To reserve your copy please send name and address with check, cashier's check or 
money order payable to: · 

The Huey Company, Inc. 
P .0. Box 625 - Dept. 600 

Ra~sey, New Jersey 07446-0625 

Will make a great Xmas gift for any Army Aviator who served in Vietnam 

- Thank you for your support 

26 



VIETNAM HELICOPTER PILOTS ASSOCIATION 
5530 Birdcage St. , Suite 200 •Citrus Heights, CA 95610-7621 

(800) 505-VHPA (voice)• (916) 966-8743 (fax) • HQ@ vhpa.org (e-mail) 

Membership application/change of address 
0 New application 

0 Address change 

0 Annual/renew~I dues: $30 (Newsletters included) 

0 Life membership: $450* 

0 Directory correction 0 Newsletter subscription only: $30 

NAME 

ADDRESS: 
CITY: STATE: ZIP: 
HOME PHONE: ( WORK PHONE: ( 
OCCUPATION: 

0 Please charge my MasterCardNisa credit card 

0 Enclosed is a check/money order payable to VHPA 

Credit card No. : Expiration date: 

SIGNATURE: 

FLIGHT SCHOOL CLASS: SERVICE BRANCH: 
COMBAT FLIGHT HOURS: SOCIAL SECURITY NO. : 

Information about each Vietnam tour: 

Date of tour Unit Location Call sign 
From: To: 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 

Information about you: Helicopters flown , medals/awards, talents, hobbies, and anything else: 

How did you learn about the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association? 

*NOTE: Life memberships may be purchased with three $150 payments. 






