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DRV OFFICLAL REFLIES TO ROSENTHAL OF NEW YORK TIMES
Hanoi VNA Internatlienal Serviee in English 1110 GMT 25 Jan T2 B

[Text] Hanei VEA Jarinary 24--after his televised interview ef January 2, 1972, at
which U.S8. President Richard Nixen made amblgisus remarks on questiens of the with-
drawal of U.3. troeps frem Seuth Vietnam, ef the American rilitarymen captured in
Vietnam and of the right ef self-determinatisn ef the Seuth Vietnamese peeple,

A.M. Rosenthal, mandging editer ef the New Yerk TIMES, sent a number ef questiens te
Premier Pham Van Deng asking him te clarify several peints relating te the afeéresald
problems. In this cennectlien, the head #f the Press and Infermatien Department of the
Ministry fer Ferelgn Affairs ef the Demecratic Republic ef Vietnam ¥ge Dien has sent te
A.M. Resefthial $he fellewing answers: : . . pien 2 o1

"Dear Sip:’

“Concdrning yeur questiens sent en January 5 te Prime Minister Pham Van Deng, I am
empowered te draw yeur attentien te the fellewing:

" _The fundamental problem 15 the cessatien ef the U.B, war ef aggressien in Vietnam,
the resteratisn ef peace in Vietnam, regpect fer the fundamental nat;ana; rights of
the Vietnamese peeple. Satisfastien will thus be given te the asplratiens ef the

Vietnamese peeple fer peace in independence and freedom and the aspiratiens ef the

smerican peeple whe are demanding the withdrawal ef thelr ceuntry frem the present
beg in Vietnam and the repatriatien ef all their sens enrelled in the U.8, expeditienary
corps in Vietnam, including the Ameticen militarymen captured in Vietnam. :

fosAt preséﬁt;_farcéd'tb'effect'a"grgdual_withdrawal of 'U,3. treeps, President Nixen,
however, has net yet recenclled himself te putting an end te the war ef aggressien.

‘Putting inte practice his ''Vietramisatien' pelicy he is bent en pursiing the war by

means of the Nguyen Van Thieu olique and the Saigen puppst army te which the United States
is glving a celessal aid and (7massive) cembat participatien- ef American.air and :

naval ferdes.

" __By raising at the same time the questien ef priseners and withdrawal of U.5. treeps
witheut reneuncing all the cemmitments and suppert to the Nguyen Van Thieu puppet
clique, President Nixen did net aim at bringing any selutien te the aferesadd
fundamental preblem but simply te appease the legitinate demands’ ef the -American :
peeple.. In faet, he almed at aveiding the pressure ef American and werld public
opinien with a view te preleaging and extending war in Indechina. R

*..With regard te the settlement ef the Vietnam préblem, the gevernuent ef the -
Demecratic Republic ef Vietnam appreves and fully-eupperts the seven peints put ferth
en July 1st 1971 by the Previsienal Revelutienary Gevernment ef the Republic of 5 ox bt
Seuth Vietnam. Yeu can find in it; fundamentally speaking, the answers te the preblems
yeu have raissd in your telegram. By refusing te accept these seven peints,. the

Nixen administration is steering away frem the path te a just selutien fer the Vietnam
preblem and at the same time has rejected an‘eppertunity te bring heme all the
American militarymen including these captured in Vietnam dding:the :lmstothristnmas,

"with my distinguished: censideratiens”.



