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(Text) Hanoi VNA Janua.ry 211--after his televised interview af January 2, 1972, at 
Whiah U.S. ~resident Richard Nixen made amb1gu*us remarks on questions of the with­
drawal of U.S. troops frltm south V1etnam~ of the American rl'_111tarymen captured in 
Vi .• tnam and or the right af self-determ1natien or the south' Vietnamese peeple, 
A.M. Rosenthal, managing editer of the New York TIMES, '.ent a number of qU8'Stions te 
Premier Pham Van n.ng asking him te Clarify several pe1nts re':lating to the aferesaid 
problems. In this aennect1en j the head .r the Press and Inferrnat1ttn Department er the' 
Ministry for Fer.ign Affairs of the DemecratteRepublio of Vietnam Nge Dien has sent h 
A-.M. Resenthal thefeli.wing auawer.: 

ItDear S:t:r: 

"Conc~rn1ng yeur quest1ens sent, en January 5 t. Prime Minister Pham Van Deng, I am 
empowered t. draw your attention t. the fOllowing: 

"--The fundamental problem is the ce.sati'en of the U.S. war of aggress1en in Vietnam, 
the restera~i.n or peace in V1etnam~ respect rer the fundamental nat1enal rights or 
the Vietnamese people. Satisfaotion will thus be given te the aspirations .fthe 

, Vietnamese peeple fer peaoe 1n independence and freedom and the aspirations .r the _ 
American pe.ple who are demanding tho withdrawal of their country from the present 
bog in Vietnam and the repatriation of all their sens enrOlled in the U.S. expeditienary 
oQrp. in vtetnam, 1naluding the Americanmil1tarymen oaptured in Vietnam. 

"--At present; tercedt. effect a gradual withdrawal of U.S. tro.ps. President Nixen. 
hCDwever q hQ'S n.t yet rec.nciled htmself t. piutt1ng an end t. the war .f aggression. 

"" Putting into practice his'V1otrtamisat:l.en' policy ho> 1s bent en pursuing tho war by 
means or the Nguyen VanThieu olique and the Saigon puppet army to which the United state. 
1s giv~ng a. oolO •• al, aid and (?massiVe) oembat participation of Amex:ican, air and 
naval ferce-s. 

"--By,ra1sing at the same time the questi"" of prisoners and withdrawal Of U.S. tr.ops 
without renounoing all the commitment. and support te the Nguyen Van Thieu puppet 
ol1que, President Nixon did not aim at bringing o,ny .olution to the aforesdd 
fundamental,l'oblem but simply to appease the leg1t1n\ate demands of the 'Amerioan 
pe.ple. In faot. he aimed at avoiding the pre.sure of Amer1.an and world public 
opinion with a view t. prolonging and extending war in Ind.china. 

"--With regard to the settlement of the Vietnam problem. the Government of the 
DemocraUcRepublic of Vietnam approves and fully supplOrts the seven pOints put ferth 
on July 1st 1971 by the Provisional Revolutionary (levernment of the Republic ,f"eon""',"'., 
soutl> Vietnam. You Can find it>. it; fundamentally .peaking, the answers to the problems 
you have ra1 •• d in your telegram. By refusing to t.o.pt the.e •• ven points, tho 
Nixon administration i. steering away trem the path to a just .elution for the Vie.tnam 
problem and at the same time has rejeoted .. nopportunity t. bring heme all the ' 
American mllitarymen 1noluding th ..... ptured in Vietnam ~."I!Mlla'lV;Ol'I!Uctmas., 

"With my d1stinguisl'le!1, .onsideratien,.". 


