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[Text) For a long time afte Wprld War II, relying on the superiority of their 
nuclear weapons~ the U.S. 1m erialists frenziea1y opposed socialist ,countries. 
the national liberation move ent and the international workers' movement. They 
intenSively partiCipated in he arms race and prepared themselves for a new world 
war in the hope of becoming ster of the world. Their strategy during these 
years was to massively count rattack the Soviet Union and other ioclalist countries, 
attack the peoples strugglin to. liberate themselves and create' world tenSion. 
Thinking they had absolute m litary superiority, they almost never mentioned 
negotiation. 

Meanwhile, in the United Nat ons~ they directed the voting machinery of U.S. lackey 
and allied governments--who ere dependent on the United States--to pass U.S. 
resolutions. The iisenhower Dulles ... Nixon, administration, 1952-1960, sometimes 
mentioned negotiation, but 0 en1y des.cribed- it· as tla diplomatic policy bordering 
op. war". With tais strategy; the U.S. imperialists brazenly sabotaged various 
peace negotiations. However, the'y could no·t prevent the 195'+ Geneva conference On 
Indochina,_ from. yielding, good resu;t.ts because the French colonialists_' .aggressive 
spirit had been broken and t e French people were resolutely demanding an end-to 
the war. 

The balance of forces in the world quickly changed unfavorably for the U.S. 
imperialists as the SOCi~liSlt system was consolidated and developed, as the Chinese 
revolution became succes5fU~' as the Soviet Union made· rapid progress in national 
defense, science and technO ogy and as the national liberation movement rose 
vigorously.- This situation forc_ed the U.S. imperialists to alter their global 
strategy although, their Obj~ctive--to become master of the wOrld--rema1ned unchanged. 
To cope with the new situat on p in the 1960 1s, Kenne~y applied the "for the sake 
of peace" strategy and the ilitary strategy of flexible response to the three types 
of war. Si~ce then 'the Arne' icans have stepped up negotiations and contacts in an 
attempt to achieve objectiv s they know they cannot achieve through military power. 

In their Vietnam and Indoch na po~l('.y, the U.S. imperialists 1 aggressive and 
colonialist design has rama ned consistent for s.v~ral dozen years now. In 
1953, Eisenhower-Nixon were determined to, rule out any negotiated settlement. 
In 1954, they prepared a pI n for armed intervention to save the French expeditionary 
troops at Dien Bien Phu. T ey brazenly sabotaged the Geneva conference on Indochina 
and when the sabotage plot ailed, the U.S~ Goverpment called the conference a trJ!gic 
disaster. !tn the middle of 1954, it presented. the policy of preventing communist 
victory through the general election in- Vietnam. Accor_ding to this poli.cy~ ,the United 
States would playa direct ole in eventually sabotaging the Geneva agreements. 
rrhis policy was outlined in an instruction f:rom U,S, Secretary of State Dulles. 
Because the general el~ctio would surely 1~4 to the reunification of Vietnam under 
Ho Chi'Minhp it was most im ortant for the Americans to delay it, the longer the 
better~ Even President Eis nhower sai_d that if an" election were held--as the 
Geneva Qgreements stip~late --80 percent of the Vietnamese people would vote for 
Ho Chi Minh. 
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ion, 1961-63, the Americans engaged 1n a number of big 

u.th Vietnam they conducted a i'special Ii war, strengthening 

onetary and weapons aid and sending ~ens of thousands of 

et troops to oppose the patriotic movement. 

cceeded by Johnson, the Americans increased their aggres-

August 1961;, they fabricated lthe so-oalled "Gulf of Tonkin 

tack various coastal areas in North Vietnam. In February 

r of destru.tion against the DRV. At the same time, Johnson 

start the local war in South Vietnam . 

pose U~S. aggression in Vietnam wh:tch was increasingly 

the Ullited States, on 7 April 1965, Johnson announced 

ithout precondi)'lon. and advanced the carrot of $1 billion 

o force the Vietnamese people to negotiate under pressure 

allarn in South Vietnam. 

Dealing with Johnson's acts many officials in the U.S. adm1nistration said that 

Secretary of State Rusk tol them that although the U.S. position seemed reasonable, 

it was truly un.bending and ohnson's statement on negotiations was aimed at preparing 

for continued bombings with greater intensity. Only months after the south Vietnamese 

armed forces and people mad a general offensive during the Mau Than Tet did Johnson 

agree to talk with our gave nment 1s representatives in Paris. The heavy U.S. military 

and po1itioa1 setbacks ln V etnam led to Johnson's withdrawal j'rom the 1968 U. S. 

presidential election race. 

Nixon entered the, White Hou 
soon end the war~ In his p 

"I can sit in this televisl 

6 months." This statement 
UP on 11; October 1968. 

In his inaugural speech on 

pres l.denoy I w 111 devote a 
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Exactly as broad segments 
many faVorable conditions 
did not end the war as he 

Johnsonts war into his war 

e with the solemn pledge to the Am"r1can people that he would 

esldentia1 e1ectlon campaign, Nixon affirmatively stated, 

n station and say vote for me and :r will end the war within 

as made on 13 October 1968 at (Philadelphia), according to 

20 January 1969, Nixon agaln ballyhooed, During my 

1 my abilities and intelligence to serving peace. Yet 50 

fourths of Nixon's term, the Vietnam War continues to rage. 

f pub1io opinion stated, when he took office Nixon had 

or ending the U~S. War of aggression in Vietnam. But he 

romised the American people. Conversely, he has turned 

and has expanded it allover Indochina. 

For more than 3 years, Nix n has talked at length about peaoe and ~egotlations and 

ballyhooed that the Amerio ns would strive to turn an era of conflict into the era 

of negotiations. Negotiat ons are one of the three subjects outlined in the Nixon 

do.trine--the U.S. imperia ists' present global strategy. But Nixon has always 

stressed that the U.S. pol cy of negotiation is based on a pOE.ition of strength. In 

a speech on the U.S. forei policy ln the 1970's, Nixon statEod on 25 February 1971 

that U.S. strength would c rtainly not be inferior to that of any country and that 

present U.S. foreign polie was following a firm path, between. too great a degree of 

participation and too sma1 a degree of part1oipation. Also:ln this speech, Nixon 

pointed out the bases of is do.t~1ne and stressed that the theories [words indistinct] 

Which have developed in t world have brought to the United states other 

challenges and new opport 
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Uhde,. the Kennedy adm1n1stra~io", 1961-63 .• the Americans engaged in a number of big 
power n~gotlatlons, but in Sd1uth Vietnam they conducted a ilspecialll war, strengthening 
the puppet army, increasing 50netary and weapons aId and sending tens of thousands of 
II. S. advisors to command puPPlet troops to oppose the patriotio movement. 

After Kennedy died and was s~cceeded by Johnson, the Americans increased their aggres­
sive policy in Vietnam. On ~ August 1961t-. they fabrioated 1the so-called "Gulf of Tonkin 
incident" and had aircraft at ack various coastal areas in North Vietnam. In February 
1965, they started the air wa of destr'uotion against the DRV. At the same time, Johnson 
sent in U. So combat troops to start the local war in South Vietnam. 

:I!'aced with the movement to op Dse U. S. aggression in Vietnam Which was increasingly 
developing in the world and t e lInited States, on 7 April 1965. Johnson announced 
his readiness to negot1ate wi hout px'econd1tions and advanced the carrot of $1 b1llion 
in aid. This was designed to forae the Vietnamese people to negotiate under pressure 
;3.nd to accept U. S. neooolonia ism in South Vietnam. 

;?eal1ng with Johnson's acts, ny o1'1'1cials in the U.S. admlnist,.ation said that 
Sec,.eta,.y of state Rusk told them that although the U.S. position seemed reasonable, 
:It was truly unbending and J1nson!s statement on negotiations was aimed at preparing 
:E'or continued bombings with eater intensity. Only months after the south Vietnamese 
armed forces and people made general offensive during the Mau Than Tet did Johnson 
agree to talk with our gover ant's representatives 1n Paris. The heavy U. S. military 
and pOlitical setbacks in Vietnam led to Johnson's withdrawal from the 1968 U.s. 
presidential election race. 

laxon entered the. White House 
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with the solemn pledge to the American people that he would 
idential election campaign, Nixon affirmatively stated: 
station and say vote for me and I will end the war within 

made on 13 october 1968 at (Philadelphia), according to 

January 1969, Nixon again ballyhooed, During my 
y abilities and intelligence to serving peace. Yet 50 

ths of Nixon's term, the Vietnam War continues to rage. 
uhlic opinion stated, when he took office Nixon had 
ending the U.S. war of aggression in Vietnam. But he 
ised the J\merj,can people. Conversely, he has turned 
has expanded it allover Indochina. 

POl" more than 3 years, Nixon as talked at length about peace and negotiations and 
ballyhooed that the Americans would strive to turn an era of' conflict into the era 
of negotiations. Negotiation are one of the three subjects outlined. in the Nixon 
doctrine--the U.S. imperialis Sl present global strategy. But Nixon has a~ways 
stressed that the U. S. policy of negotiation is based on a position of strength. In 
a. speech on the II.S. foreign oHcy in the 1970's, Nixon stated on 25 Feb,.uary 1971 
that U.S. strength would ce,.t inly not be inferior to that of any country and that 
present U. S. foreign policy W 5 following a firm path, between too great a degree of 
participation and too small a degree of partioipation. Also in this speech, Nixon 
pointed out the bases of his o_ctrine and stressed that the theories [words indistinct] 
which have developed in the c nununist world have brought to the United states other 
c:hallenges and. new opportunit es. 
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["Recent t1 NHAN DAN artiole b Nguol Binh Luan--Commentator: liThe Policy of 
Negotiating From a Strong Po ition"] 

[Text] For a long time afte 
nuclear weapons, the U.S6 1m 
the national liberation move 

Wprld War II, relying on the superiority of their 
eriallsts frenziedly o,'pposed sqciallst countries. 
ent and the international workers' movement. They 

intensively participated in he arms race and prepared themselves for a new world 
war in the hope of becoming aste~ of the world. Their strategy during these 
years was to massively count rattack the Soviet Uni,on and other fiocialist countries. 
atta,ck the peopl~s strugglin to liberate themselves and create' world tension. 
Thinking they had absolute m litary superiority, they almost never mentioned 
negotiationo 

Meanwhile, in the Unit~d Nat 
and allied governments~-who 
resolutions. The Bisenho,wer 
mentioned negotiation, but 0 

on war". .With this strategy 
peace n.~,gotiations. However 
Indochina from yielding gOOd 
spirit had been brOken and t 
the war. 

The balance of forces in the 
imperialists as the socia1is 
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vigorously. This situation 
strategy although their obje 
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ere dependent on the United States--to pass U.30 
DulleS-Nixon administration, 1952-1960, sometimes 
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world quickly changed unfavorably for the U.S. 

system was consolidated and developed, as the Chinese 
as the Soviet Union mad,e· rapid progress in national 

gy and as th,~ national liberation movement ros,e 
orced the U.S. imperialists to alter their global 
tive .... ·to become master of the world .. -remained unchanged4 
n p .in the 196ols~ Kennedy applied the "for the sake 
l1tary strategy of flexible response to the three types 
cans have stepped up negotiations and contacts in an 
they know they cannot achieve through military power. 

In their Vietnam and Indochi a porlr.;Yt the U.S. ipl,periallsts i aggressive and 
colonialist de,sign has remai ed consistent for 6!1J'1iQral dozen years now. In 
1953, Eisenhower-Nixon were etermined to rule out any negoti.ated settlement. 
In 1954, they prepared a p1a for armed intervention to save the French expeditionary 
troops at Dien Bien Phu. Th y brazenly sabotaged the Geneva conference on Indochina 
and when the sab~tage plot filed, ,the U.30 GoverJml.ent called the conference a tr,!!-gic 
disaster. ltn the middle of 954, it presented the policy of preventing communist 
victory through the general lection in Vietnam. According to this policy, the United 
States would playa direct r Ie in eventually sabotaging the Geneva agreements, 
This policy was outlined in n instruction from U.S. Secretary of State Dulles. 
Because the general election wo,uld surely J,~~~d to the reunification of Vietnam under 
Ho Chi Mi,nh~ it was most imp rtant for the .,Americans to delay it p the longer the 
better. Even President Eise hower said that if an election were held- ... as the 
Geneva "agreements stlPlllated -80 peroent .of the Vietnamese people would vote for 
Ho Chi Minh. 
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Al though U. S. offlc:lals hav sought ways to conceal the truth~ the, Nixon doctrine IS 

contents regarding foreign elations and diplomacy continue to aim at settling U.S. 
squabbles and contradiction w:ith U.S. allies in order to share responsibilities 
w:lth these countries l at US' ng these countries as U.S. shock forces" at building 
and turning the U.S. satell- tes into lackeys in order to oppose and sabotage the 
world people's revolutionar I movement and at using other peoples! blood to wage 
U.~. warS8 

On this basis. the United Sjates is ready to negotiate with a number of countries, 
especially the USSR and Chi a~ in an attempt to (?deceive) the two biggest socialist 
countries and fully take ad~antage of the contradictions between them and, in general, 
to create contradictions am ng the socialist countries in order to gain conditions 
favorable to the United Sta es, create a position of compromise among the big 
countries and continue thre tening small countries. 

The Vietnamization plan is 
This plan conSists of build 
a tool to implement U.S. ne 

he appl:lcation of the Nixon doctrine in South Vietnam. 
ng a sufficiently strong puppet administration to use as 
colonialism in South Vietnam. The objective of this plan 

is to turn South Vietnam in 0 a U.S. neocolony and military base and to permanently 
split Vietnam. All of the Irenzied war acts and bloody crimes of the U.S. imperialists 
in both zones of Vietnam in the past 3 years have been aimed at implementing the 
Vietnamization plan. The V'etnamizat1on plan is itself the N;lxon administration's 
strong position in negotiat' ons. 

Slnce 1969, th,is administra 10n put forth various peace plans t including the 2) January 
1972 eight~point proposal. Their various peace plans have some differences regarding 
presentation and details, b t they are all identical on two basic problems; conditions 
for ending the war and with rawal of all U.S. troops and cl1ngin;g to the bellicose 
Saigon puppet adminlstratiO~' 

What the Americans plotted n the negotiations was to demand that our people accept thelr 
neocolonialism in South Vie nam. If our people fail to acct;!pt their demand. they will 
continue their Vietnamizati~n plan in South Vietnam. In sum, the UoS. negotiating 
position demands that our p~oPle accept Vietnamizationo This plan represents a !lstrong 
position ll

, from which the AmJricans c~an negotiate. 

Because of this evil design~ the Paris conference on Vietnam has held 143 sessions in 
the past 3 years without an results. Nixon hopes to find a strong position in Vietnam 
and Indochina. but that is llusory. Johnson sent more than one-half million U.S. 
troops to South Vietnam and used the air force to strike at North Vi.etnam for nearly 
1+ years. However. he could not avoid pitiful fallure. The Nixon doctrine is a 
product of the U.S. imperia ists' weakened and defeated position in the world. The 
Vietnamization plan is a U. imperialist scheme to try to cling to South Vietnam 
with fewer U.S. expeditiona y troops and smaller expenditures than under Johnson's 
tenure. 

r:Phe Vietnamization plan and the Nixon doctrine have many contradictions and difficulties 
and no promiSing future. e situation on the South Vietnam and other battlefields in 
the recent past clearly ind'cates the Indochinese patriotic forces l victorious and 

T- --_.. _._--_._-
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offensive position over t e U.S. aggressors and their lackeys. In South Vietnam 
many elements of the Saig n puppet main force divisions were smashed. A major part 
of the puppet main force ivisions Buffered painful blows~ The U.S.-puppet pacifi­
cation scheme is being re ected. The urban people's struggles are continuously 
mounting. The puppet tro pB and administration are facing a deadlocked and acute 
crisis. 

In Laos, the Americans' tree war tools--the Vientiane puppet troops, the Vang Paa 
pirates and the Thai merc naries--are disintegrating in big chunks. Two key strategic 
areaS, the Plaine des Jar 
liberated. In Cambodia, 
The Cambodian puppet troe 
administration is dangero 
North Vietnam have all be 

In such a defeated and 
The fact that so far the 
peacffully solve the Viet 
stubborn and bellioose at 
January 1972, which was r 
merely a repetition of th 

es in Xieng Khouang and the Bolovens highlands, have been 
he patriotic movement oontrols four·-fifths of the country. 
B are suffering deadly blows. The Phnom Penh puppet 
sly encircled and sharply divided. U.S. airstrikes against 
n properly punished. 

ged-down situation how can Nixon establish a strong position? 
ericans still refuse to enter serious negotiations to 

am problem has laid bare Nixon1s colonialist stand and 
itude. The 50-called "eight-point peace proposal ll of 25 
garded as beinc '''generous" and "appropriatel' by Nixon, was 

U.S. stand. 

According to this proposa • Nixon will agree to withdrawal of all U.S. troops 6 months 
after an agreement is arr'ved at. Nixon thought he had put forth the co~ditions for 
the U.S. troop withdrawal: Either the Saigon puppet troops must be strengthened 
enough to replace the U.S. troops or our people must. in the negotiations, accept U.S. 
neocolonialist domination. Nixon also said that he would have Nguyen Van Thieu 
resign 1 month before the general election. He thought that 1n this way he was 
respecting the South Viet amese people's right to self-determination. 

In reality, Nixon still sicks to his stand of ma~.ntaining the entire bondage apparatus 
established by the Americ ns in South Vietnam Which includes more than 1 million 
puppet troops. civil guar s and secret agents and a system of puppet administrative 
despots at all levels. I such a situation how can an election be democratic and 
just'? Such is Nixon's id a of the South Vietnamese people's lI r ight to self-deter­
mination. n 

Our people are determined to reject Nixon1s deoeitful peace proposal, to denounce his 
policy of negotiating fro a strong position and to lay bare his maneuvers designed 
to win over public opinio and exert pressure on our people. suoh as raising the 
"POW problem" and making nnounoements on the secret meetings. The proper way to 
peacefully solve the Viet am problem is the South Vietnamese people's rational and 
just seven-point solution. 'l'his solution was further clarifiE~d by the PRGRSV's 
important 2 February 1972 statement~ All the U.S. imperialists l crue'l war crimes 
and deceitful and threate ing maneuvers will surely be unable to preven't our people 
from their deSire to stru gle against the U.S. aggressors and their lackeys in order 
to liberate the south, de end and construct the socialist north and advanoe toward 
peaceful national reunification. Our people will surely win, the Vietnamization­
of-the"war scheme, the policy of negotiating from a strong position and the Nixon 
doctrine will certainly be bankrupted . 

---.--~-.--.----. . _----, .. -----
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offensive position over t e U.S. aggressors and their lackeys. In South Vietnam 
many elements of the Saig,n puppet main force diviSions were smashed. A major part 
of the puppet main force ivisions suffered painful blowso The U.S.-puppet pacifi­
cation scheme 1s being re ected. The urban people's struggles are continuously 
mounting. The puppet tro ps and administration are facing a deadlocked and acute 
crisis. 

In Laos, the Americans' tree war tools--the Vientiane puppet troops, the Vang Pac 
pirates and the Thai merc naries--are disintegrating in big chunks. Two key strategic 
areas, the Plaine des Jar es in Xieng Khouang and the Bolovens highlands, have been 
liberated. In Cambodia, he patriotic movement controls four-fifths of the country. 
The Cambodian puppet troo~s are suffering deadly blows. The Phnom Penh puppet 
administration is dangerO~lY encircled and sharply divided. U.S. airstrikes against 
North Vietnam have all bee

l

_ properly punished. 

In such a defeated and bogied-down Situ.at10n how can Nixon establish a strong position? 
The fact that so far the ericans still refuse to enter serious negotiations to 
peac,fully solve the Vietn problem has laid bare Nixon's colonialist stand and 
stubborn and bellicose att tude. The so-called "eight-point peace proposal n of 25 
January 1972, which was rerarded as be1nc :tlgenerous" and Ilappropriate" by Nixon, was 
merely a repetition of the U.S. stand. 

According to this proposal Nixon will agree to withdrawal of all U.S. troops 6 months 
after an agreement is arri ed at. Nixon thought he had put forth the conditions for 
the U.S. troop withdrawal: Either the Saigon puppet troops must be strengthened 
enough to replace the U.S. troops or our people must, in the negotiations, accept U.S. 
neocolonialist domination. Nixon also said that he would have Nguyen Van Thiau 
resign 1 month before the eneral election. He thought that in this way he was 
respecting the South Vietn mese peoplels right to self-determination. 

In reality, Nixon still st cks to his stand of maintaining the entire bondage apparatus 
established by the Americals in South Vietnam which includes more than 1 million 
puppet troops, civil guard and secret agents and a system of puppet administrative 
despots at all levels. In such a situation how can an election be democratic and 
just 1 Such is Nixon's ide of the South Vietnamese people 15 IIright to self-deter" 
mination. II 
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IIpOW problem ll and making a 
peacefully solve the Vietn 
just seven-point solution. 
important 2 February 1972 
and deceitful and threaten 
from their desire to strug 

o reject Nixon's deceitful peace proposal" to denounce his 
a strong position and to lay bare his maneuvers designed 
and exert pressure on our people, such as raising the 

ouncements on the secret meetings. The proper way to 
problem is the South Vietnamese people's rational and 

This solution was further clarified by the PRGRSV's 
tatement~ All the U.S. imperialists I cruel war crimes 
g maneuvers will surely be unable to prevent our people 

Ie against the U.S. aggressors and their lackeys in order 
to liberate the south, defe d and construct the socialist north and advance toward 
peaceful national reunification. Our people will surely win, the Vietnamization­
of-the-war scheme, the polipy of negotiating from a strong position and the Nixon 
doctrine will certainly be bankrupted. 
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Al though" U. s. off:l.c:tals have sought ways to conceal the truth, the Nixon doctrine I s 
contents regarding foreign [lations and d.i.plomacy cont:i.nue to aim at settling ,U.S. 
squabbles and contradictions with U"S~ allies in order to share responsibilitles 
with these countries~ at using these countries as U.S. shock forces .• at building 
and turning the U.S. satellites into lackeys in order to oppose and sabotage the 
world peoplels revolutionar movement and at using other peoples' blood to \,fage 
U.,r.::, wars. 

On this basis, the United States is ready to negotiate with a number of cQuntries 1 

espec:i.ally the USSR and Ch.i a, in an attempt to (?deceive) the two biggest socialist 
countries and fully take ad antage of the contradictions between them and~ in genet'al, 
to create contradictions amo g the socialist countries in order to gain conditions 
favorable to the United States, create a position of compromise among the big 
countries and continue thre tening small countries. 

The Vietnamization plan ia t e appLication of the Nixon doctrinE! in South Vietnam. 
This plan consists of bu:tld' ng a sufficiently strong puppet administration to use as 
a tool to i.mplement U~S. neocolonialism :i,n South Vletnam~ The. objective of this plan 
is to turn South Vietnam into a U.S. neocolony and military base and to permanently 
split Vietnam. All of the renzied war acts and bloody crimes of the U.S. imperialists 
in both zoneS of Vietnam in the past 3 years have been aimed at implementing the 
Vietnamization plan. The V:"etnamization plan is i.tself the Nixon administratlon 1 s 
strong position in negotiat ons,~ 

Since 1969, this administration put forth vari,ous peace plans, including the 25 January 
1972 eight~point proposal~ Their various peace plans have some differences regarding 
presentation and details, b t they are all identical on two basic problems: conditt'ons 
for ending the war and wi.th rawal or. all U.S. troops and clingirlg to the bellicose 
Saigon puppet adminj,stratiol_ 

What the Americans plotted In the negotiatlons was to demand that our people acoept their 
neocolonialism in South Vietram. If our people fail to accept their demand. they will 
continue their Vietnamizati n plan In South Vietnam. In surn, the U .. S, negotiating 
position demands that our people accept Vietnamization4 This plan represents a !!strong 
position lT

, from which the Americans can negotiate. 

Because of this evil design. the Paris conference on Vietnam han held 143 sessions in 
the past 3 years without an results. Nixon hopes to find a strong position in Vietnam 
and Indochina, but that is .llusory. Johnson sent more than one-half million UoS. 
troops to South Vietnam and sed the air force to strike at North Vietnam for nearly 
4. years. However~ he could not avoid pitiful failure. The Nixon doctrine is a 
product of the U.S. imperialists' weakened and defeated position in the world. The 
V.letnamization plan is a u,~. imperialist scheme to try to cling to South Vietnam 
with fewer U.S. expedit10nalY troops and smaller expenditures than under Johnson's 
tenure * 

The Vietnamization plan and the Nixon doctrine have many contradictions and difficulties 
and no promising future. T e situation on the South Vietnam and other battlefields in 
the recent past clearly ind cates the Indochinese patriotic for()es i victorious and 

1--
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NEW YORK TIMES EDITOR SENDS L'TTER TO PHAM VAN DONG 

Hanoi VNA in English to VNA P ris 1354 GMT 15 Jan 72 B--FOR OFb'ICIAL USE ONLY 

[liMes sage from A~M. Rosenthal, New York TIMESII] 

(Text] Honorable Pharo Van Do g, Foreign Ministry, Hanoi 

In view of th •• onfUcting •. accollnts We have )lad. r.".nt~y. (on the J negoti.ating positibn 
()f yOUI' government and PRO ~l ways to end' the rndoc6.tna' 'war, '~e i:tivi-t:e y. ,bur an~'Wer's 
'~O the following questions b cause we believe they can clarify the situation. 

1--If the United States sets a firm troop withdrawal date would you agree to the 
release of American prisoner in your control? 

2--Would you negotiate on mi itary withdrawal and the release of prisoners completely 
separate from questions pert ining to the political future of Vietnam? 

3--Which of the following mu t be wholly withdrawn or halted to obtain the release 
of all American prisoners in your control? 

1/ 
2/ 
3/ 

American ground troops i 
Americ'n ',Fans port and 1 
American bombing in Nort 

South Vietnam, 
glstla ai~ support to south Vietnamese forces. 

Vietnam. 
4/ American air reconnaissa ce in North Vietnam. 
5/ American bombing in Sout Vietnam. 
6/ American bombing in Laos and Cambodia. 
7/ American airbases in Sou heast Asia outside Indochina~ 
8/ American military adViso 'y activities in South Vietnam, 
9/Amerlcan military aid sh pments to South Vietnam. 
10/ American economic aid to South Vietnam. 

4--Ar'e there any additional 

5--Assuming an agreement is 
all prisoners be released an 
disengagements? 

onditions for the release of all American prisoners? 

ossible under the terms of Question 31 how soon could 
how much time would be available to arrange the American 

6-~Would the elements of sue an agreement be separate? Could some prisoners be 
released before others in ex hange for some acts of disengagement? 

7--What in concrete terms is the meaning of your demand that the United states withdraw 
all political support from t e present Saigon government? How could such a withdrawal 
be acted upon? 

8--Quite apart from negotiat ·ons for withdrawal and prisoner release, under what 
conditions would you agree t a larger international peace conference on all Indochina? 
Who should attend? At Hhat tage could such negotiations prove profitable? 

A. M. Ro •• "thP, Manag;l.ng edi or, ... tn. }row York TIMES 

Ngo Dien's Reply 

Hanoi VNA in French to VNA ,riS 13/;0 Gr-tT 15 Jan 72 B--FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

[Reply by Ngo Dien~ head of DlW Foreign Ministry's Informa'cj,on and Press Department to 
A~M .. Rosenthal's message to Pham Villtl Dong] 

[Text J Mr A.M. HOfJ.nthal, .naging editor of the New York TIMES. 

-------------------1---

j , 



IVo 20 Jan 72 K 18 NORTH VIETNAM 

Dear sir: Concerning yo r questions addressed to Premier Pharo van Dong, I 8tH 

authorized to draw your ttentlon to the following points: 

--The fUndamental preble 
and the restoration of p 
the Vietnamese people~ 
in independence and free 
people who are demanding 
in Vietnam and the repat 
expeditionary corps in V 
Vietnamo 

is the cessation of the U.S. war of aggression in Vietnam 
ace in Vietnam with respect for thE) basic national rights of 
herefrom, the aspiration of the Vietnamese people for a peace 
om will be satisfied, as well as the wish of the American 
the extrication of their country iX'om the current quagmire 
iation of all their sons engaged in the ranks of the UoS o 
etnam, including the U.S. rnilit'arymen captured 1n 

--At present, forced to 
has not, however, resign 
Imprementing his Vietnam 
Van Thieu clique and the 
with colossal aid and rna 

arry out a gradual withdrawal of U.S. troops, President Nixon 
d himself in putting an end to his war of aggression. 
zation policy~ he intends to pursue it through the Nguyen 
Saigon puppet army, which the United states has provided 
stye participation of the U.S 4 Air Force and Navy in combat. 

--By simultaneously rais ng the issue of pri'soners of Har and that of U. S. troop 
withdrawal, without reno neing all commitment to and support for the Nguyen 'Van Th~eu 
puppet administration, P esident Nixon does not aim at bringing a solution to the above­
mentioned fundamental pr blom, but simply at placat1ng the legitimate demands of the 
Americarl.. people. In fae , he ain~s at evading the pressure of' U. S. and world public 
opinion with a viell! to p olonglng and extending the war in Indochina. 

--Concerning the solutio 
fully supports the seven 
find in this the answer 

In refusing to comply wit 
turned away from the pat 
rejecting at the same ti 
militarymen J including t 

to the Vietnamese problem, the DRV Government approves of 
points put forward on 1 July 1971 by the PRGRSVo You can 
o the' questions which you raised in your telegram. 

these seven pOints, the Nixon administration has 
leading to a correct solution of the Vietnam problem, 

e the opportunity to bring home last Christmas all UoSo 
who have been captured in Vietnam. 

I am, Bir, your v,ery trul , 

Ngo Dien, head of the In ormation and press Department of the DRV Foreign Ministry. 

Hanoi in English to American Servicemen in South Vietnam 1300 GMT 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

[Text] Here is a recorde message home from a captur~d ,U:S. pilot in the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. [Fo lows recorded male vo~_"C.e· "with Amer:lcan accent] 

From Maj Kenneth Richard ohnson" '+70L!-06trS-2 FR, camp of detention for ca ptured U. S. 
pilots in the Democratic Repub119 of Vietnam 

To Mr nnd Mrs Lawrence F ... -J-oilnson, 3601 53d Place North, Minneapolic, Minnesota, 
U. SoAo 551129 

[Repeating) From Maj Ken eth Richard Johnson, ~70~o6~82 FR, camp of detention for 
captured U .. S.' pilots in t e Democratic Republic of Vietnam 

and 


