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\II SHINGrON~-!HE PUBl.IC REACTION OF THE NORTH VIETNPJlJESE TO PRESIDENT 

JOHN ON'S STATE OF' THE UNION NESSAGE, IN. THE FORN OF A COM\VH<:NiARY 

IN r E OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER NHAN DM, APPEARS 'H) HAVE TIGHTENED 'HIE 

DEAD oel( BETWEEN HANOI AND WASHINGTON OVER THE QUESTION Of 

NEGO lATING AN END TO THE WAR. 

T BE SURE, AMEIUCAN OFFICIALS ARE .srILL HOPJ.NG AGAINST HOPE 

THAT II MORE ENCOURAGING PRIVATE RESPONSE !'IAY YET BE FORTHCOMI/IIS 

TO T Elf! DIPLO~lAnC EXPLORATIONS, AND THEY AHE STILL. PREPAR!~D TO 

SEIZ ANY OPENING THAt SEEIIiS 10 PRO~i.!:SE. PEACE. BUT 'tHE NHAN '~'DAN 

COMM NT-· AND THE VERY FA.CT THA1' THE ~NnUL REi'LY \~AS MADE IN II 

PROP GANDA ORGAN ~- MUST BE REGARDED AS PI NEGATIVE DEVlil,OPMENt. 

T Ii: DEADLOCK NOW CEInEFm ON THE ISSUE COMMONLY eM.LED 

"REe PROeITY." UNDERLYlNG nib: TECHNICAL QUESnON o HOWIWER, IS II 

DIFF RENCE BETWEEN TWO WAYS OF' TlHNltINGM- BETWEEN DOGMATISM AND 

fRAG ATlSM-- THAT RUNS ALL THROUGH '[XE COlYFl.!CT BETWEEN 

COMM NIST AND NON-COMMUNIST NATIONS. 

T Ii: TERM "RECIPROCI'!Y" IN THE CURREN'I CON1'ROVERSY IS USED 

AS Of DIPLO!'tATI(: SHORTHAND 10 SUM UP THE ISSIJES POSED U WHAT 

PRES ENT JOHNSON HAS CALLED "THE SAN ANTONIO FORMUl.A." IN HIS 

OF THE UNION ADDFtESS, THE PRESIDENT PARAPHRASED THE POLlCY 

HE Ii ORIGINALLY SET FORTH IN A SPEECH !!II THAT tEXAS CITY IN 

BER, PUTTING IT J:N l'HESE WORDS~ 

.. HE BO!~B!NG WOULD S'toP IF' TALKS \;!OULD TAKE PLACE PROM?TLY 
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HE OFFICIAL HANOI NEWSPAPER HAS RESPONDED BY GALLING nm~ 

STA EMEN! -A HABITUAL TRICK OF IHE UNITED STATES.- WHICH 

·CO IITUTES VERY INSOLENT CONDITIONS." MORE SPECifICALLY. NHAN DAN 

COM EN:i~l: "SINCE THE UNr TED STATES IS OVEIH1.Y BOMBING THE DRV I' AN 

IND ENDEN!. SOVEREIGN STATE. Ii MUST DEfINHIVELY AND UNCONDITIONALLY 

pur N END TO THIS AGGRESSIVE ACT. THE UNl'l'ED STATES HAS NO RPT NO 

TO PUT ANY CONDITIONS 'fO THE VIE'tNAM~:SE PEOPLE. NEITHER HAS n 

THE 10HT 1'0 ASK RECIPROCITY fROM THE VIEtNAMESE PEOPLE, WHO HAVE 

ENCROACHED ON THE INDEPE:NDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY OF THE UNITED 

STAT S." 

o COURSE v THERE IS NO RPT NO MEN1!ON OF THE FACT THAT NORTH 

VIET Ar1 IS OVERTLY ENCROACHING ON THE INDEPENDENCE AND S()VEf~EIGN!Y 

O~· S UH! VIETNAM. WHICH THE UNITED SHITES IS TREATY-SOUND TO HELP 

DEn: D AGAINST SUCH EXTERNAL AGGRESSION. I~Of\EOVEH, HANOI Z!MnY 

1GIIIO ES HIE FACT THAT TENS OF THOUSANDS Of" ITS SOLDIERS IN ORGANIZED 

MIL! AllY UNITS ARE ACTUALLY FIGHTING IN THE SOUTH. AND BY PRETENDING 

THAI THESE REALITIES DO NOT RP! NOT EXIST. IT FORECLOSES THE 

poss BILlTY OF NEGOTIATING A SETTLENENT OF nlE. WAR OR EVE!~ !I. 

MUTU L RESTRAINT UPON MILITARY OPERATIONS. 

B CClNl'RM,T WITH THIS DOGMATIC Arn1"UDE~ THE UNXTED STA.TES 

IS T YXNG TO APPROACH HIE PROBLEM OF' ENDING THE \:JAR 

PRAG II IS GOMMITIED TO CIH:CIO/JG ~JORTH ViETNAM'S 

AGGR·SSION AND ENABLING SOUTH VIEH1Al'1 TO SHAPE ITn O\I/N FUTURF:, 

BlJI' 11" ALSO RECOGNIZES 'fHE COMPLEX REALITY POSED BY INTERNAL 

QPPO.IHON TO THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT. n !UlJOWS lIil-)! A NEGOTXA'l'ED 

SEn .NENT WILL HAVE TO TAKE THIS REALITY IfJTO ACCOUNT. 

B THE SAME TOKEN. EIf£GAUSE THE NORTH IIXE'J:NANESE fORCES 

FIGH IIIG IN SOUTH VIETNAM POSE A REAL OliNGER TO HiE TROOPS 

NT! NG THEM, THE UNITED STATES REGARDS ITS DEl~P.lm FOIl 

ROCIlY· IN REDUCING THE LEURl or urnl ~Mr~ AC • DO."~'"" 
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BUT ~!EGOl[t,UON Ml~ANS i;OI~PROM!SE~ MID Got')PIHll'IlSE HE(jUIi~E.s 

}\ i' UTUAL RF~C:GGNIT10N OF !IEAUIIES" UNTIL HANOI IS fli':AIY!'W 

tIGliNOWL£DGE THE SITU/\TIC~ THIIT AClUALD' EXISTS IN V1ETNA~i, 

THE AllGUNI::N'l' OVER IlO~1 1'1 END IKE WAH WILL APPAflENTLY KAVE TO 

BE ~ONDUCTED IN THE LAN~UAGE OF POWER. RAIHER THAN IN THE LANGUAGE 
(}" E i~S ON " 
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