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Text] HLuoi--Bernard- J-oseph Gabanes dispatch--The NDrth Vietnamese Government, 
n a move apparently desJ.gned to emphasize its peace overture to the United states, 
oday annDunced it was releasing three U.S. aviators, An Dfficial communique said 
he three men, whose namE!S wert.: not given, would be released in a hl.lmanitarian 

I esture to' mark Vietnam1E, Tet festival celebrated here on 29 JnDuary. 

I hs_ervers in Hanoi felt certain the government1s decision was designed to follow 
I p the peace overture made by Foreign Minister Nguyen Duy Trinh on 29 December, 
'hen he declared thD", Hanoi will start talks with the United states if it 
nconditianally stops bombing North Vietnam. 

he AFP correspondent in Hemal. had his own personal grounds fot' believing that 
announcement vJas a diplomatic move Itnked to the fDreign minister's state-

ent. 

ecent1y th.is correspondent was talking vJith persons who may be described as 
,ompetent in DRV circles, They asked him what Hanoi could do to intensify its 
eace overture. In reply. he suggested that the DRV might release an Amer'ican 

! vi,atar. This suggestion drew no positive response at the time. In view of this, 
nd because of the nature of the ~.ubject, the only course open to the correspondent 
as to keep silent about the matter. 

fter today1s announcement, it seemed certain that the release of the three men 
as intended as much more than a humitar~an gesture, though this aspect was the 

~
nlY one mentioned in the communique. 

i 'he comnll.mique ::;aid the men were being freed to mark the Tet festival, in line with 
,the DRV1s policy of clem(~ncy. Gnu that the measure was tak(:!n oy leaders ).f the 
iarmed f')rces lU charge of overall pol1tlcal (leC1Sions, It added that the thr'ee men 

ad behavHl correctly (l.lri.ng their detention. This was all the communique said. 

Hawever, it was undeninble that the move was &lso a governmental and diplomatic 
lact. It was part of the cont.i.nuing 29 December peace overture. which, i.n the eyes 
, 
;of some observers, was a.lmost bcginnin~ to take on the dimensions of a peace 
loffensive. 

The stages of this offensive would be the following: 

!l--Thc origi.nal 29 December statement by Nguyen Duy fj,'rinh; 

2 __ lrhe interview given j.n mid-Januar'y by r.1ai Van Bo, the DRV!s delegate general in 
Puris who said notably that talks will start ufter ;;1 l?easonable period following 
an \.1Dccmditional bombing halt; 

3--Today's ZlDnOUnCement of the three men l :;:; release, which could be seen 81'; evIdence 
of Hanoi IS c.onci.l.intory intentions, even though Washi.ngton has not yet replied t.o 
the statements :)f Nguyen Duy Trinh and Mai Van Bo. 

i This ls the fi.rst ti-me that North \Ti,etnam ha::; released any U.S. airmen, 'l'hc~ South 
V.ietnam N8tlonal L:.bcrati.:m Front-·~Nli'LSV--has rele:J.sed American :;olidcrs c8.ptured 
I by i.\;s forces in South Vtetnam. 
, 



OVlever, the NLFSV's gesture was less clear-cut than Hanoi's, since two of the three en released by the ~LFSV were Negroes. Foreign opinion may have interpreted their elease, to a certain extent, as a propaganda mOve aimed at the U.S. Negroes, designed o encourage Negro opposition to the Vietnam war. No such interpretation could be laced on today1s announcement. 

e release of the three airmen was a particularly important concession in North etnamese eyes since, for Hanoi, the U.S. aviators cannot be considered prisoners o war because war has never been officially declared between the United States and N rth Vietnam. For Hanoi, the airmen were simply pirates. 

T e men's release should also carry Borne emotional impact for Americans, ·since U.S. p blic opinion has always been particularly sensitive about the fate or u.s. men w 0 fell into North Vietnam1s hands. It remained to be seen whether today.s gesture w uld helP convince Washington that Hanoils offer to hOld talks was sincere. 

T e answer lies in Washington. In aay case, foreign observers in Hanoi believed t day1s move would increase pressure on l'resident Johnson to halt the bombing and to s art the diplomatic process leading to negotiations between Hanoi and Washington. 

A interesting sidelight on today' 5 announcem~nt was (?evident). Apparently it' showed tr e DRV was not afraid to reveal the facts about conditions prevailing in camps w re U.S. prisoners are kept. At a time like the present, when delicate diplomatic 3 ndings were underway, Hanoi would hardly release three men who, upon their return h e, might indignantly denounce conditions in Norch Vietnam's prison camps. 

nwhile J there was no indication here as to the ,route, the three men WOuld take to re urn to the United States. 
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