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U.S. Should TaD{ With Hanoil­
If Two Conditions Are Met 
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Hanoi has named its can· 
ditions. What about ours? 
They are these: ' 

I.-If we are to stop 
bombing North Vietn{lm, 
then, in .l':resident Johnson's 
words of Sept. 29 in San An­
tonio, it must be llssumed 
tnat North Vietnam "would 
not take· advantage of the 
bombing cessation." That is, 
de-escalation . must be to 
some degree reciprocal. 

2,-There must be no 
delay in beginning the talks; 
they should be ~'prompt and 
productive." Obviously we 
are not going to repeat in 
Vietnam the tra&edy of Pan~ 
munjom at which the Ko~ 
rean truce talks Were 
dragged out by the Commu­
nists month after month 
after month while' some of 
the bloodiest fighting of the 
war continued .. 

Hanoi might as weJI real­
ize that these two: conditions 
are as essential to the 
United States as its condi­
tion-tMt the bombing must 
cease---is essential to North 
Vietnam. 

Secretary Rusk has re­
peatedly warned a'gainst 
"stopping. our half of the 
war while the North Viet­
namese continue their half 
unabated." 

It can be said with knowl. 
edge that President Johnson 
views his 'San Antonio state­
ment setting out the two 
U.S. conditions cited above 
as the 44rock-bottom" Ameri­
can po.sition. 

T,his means that U.S. and 
North Vietname'se officials 
will soon have to talk di­
rectly or through trusted in­
termedlaries to find out 
whether, and how the truce 
in the North can be made 
recip1:'ocal. 

OPINION in Washington 
is divided' over whether Ha­
noi has launched:' a serious 
probe to' get peade talks 

started or is simply adding 
another ploy to try to em' 
barrass the United States. 

. ,There are all kinds, of reser-
The United States will 

proceed 0" the assumption .' 
that H;anQi. is serlou&o-un. 
less and until prQved ~iher. 
wise. 
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