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COALITION HINT

UPSETS SAIGO

Regime Stifles Word Of Viet
Cong Talks, Closes Paper
By JOHN §. CARROLL
[Sun Staf) Corvespondent)
Saigom, Jan. 7-South Viet-
nam is"still reverberating from
the shock waves generated over
the past severa! weeks by hinis
‘from both the United States and
'the Nationai Liheration Front
that & coalition Governmerit

: might he in the offing,
: For its part, the Saigon Gov-
ernment is continuing to steam-
roll all rumors that negotiations
with ‘the Liberation Front are
forthcoming or that & coalition
Government is even thinkable,
A rcecent casualty was the
daily newspaper Sowng, which
was shut down yeslerday for 30
days “for indirectly espousing)
the idea of a ecoalition with thel
Communists,” o
It was the first time a news-
paper had been subjected to
such action since . President
Nguyen Van Thieu assimed of-
fice. -Song is popular and in-
fluential among - Saigon’s stu-
dent population and had been
closed lwice by previous Gov-

ernments, :
" Despite- the officlal assur-
ances, rumors of a coalition

and variations on the general
theme of negotlations are re-
poried to be causing considera-
ble disquiet among those who
are doing well under the pre-
sent system. i

Hf Saigon had a Wall Street, it
would cndoubtedly he in a state
of pancemonijum. -

From the northern sections of
South Vietnam there are re-
porfs—recorded in the local;
press and heard in the halls of
the Legislalure—that some of

" tion Fromt is the most potent
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One  American  official sur
mised that this is the resilt of
intelligence reports gatheced a
few months ago showing that
North Vietnam has made {he
three northernmost provinces of
South Vietnam part of a single
military region which also in-
cludes part of the North Viet-
namese panhandte.

The military region, the story
gocs, 1s 10 becomé a neuiral
huffer state, dividing the coun-
fry in three, much as it was
divided into three jurisdictions
under the French.

While many of these “peace”.
rumors are obviously false, the’
Governmeni’s veaction to them
has been very real. Almost dai-
ly there is a stalement from an
official of the executive or the
legislative hranch denying re-
ports of a passible coalition.

Put Saigon On Edge

The fact that the United
States and the Viet Cong’s polit-
ical organization both have
heer 1alKIAg coalilion has put
the Government on edge.

The Government is well
aware that the Nationsl Libera-

single political foree in South
Vietnam. Many agreed with
Thicu recently when he called
coalition with thal front “‘sui-
cide.”

Few, il any of the lcaders in
the present Government are he-
lieved Lo be capable of muster-
ing enough popular support to
relain their power in seeking a
eoalition. :

The thought of the United
Slates “‘selling out” the South
Vietnamese  causes  nervous
twitches and hasty reactions
throughout the country,

. The  Government’s edgiress
was demonstrated clearly yes-
ilerday when the Interior Minis-
lry announced that a Narth
Vietnamese diplomal was flying
inlo Saigon Airport and that he
would not be allewed o leave
his plage,

Few were surprised when the
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the well-to-do land-owners are| Planc, une operated by the In
selling their property and in.| lernationa Centrol Commission,
vesting their piasters in enter-i tutned oLt o have no such
prises [urther south -and even| diplomat ¢ board. (
abroad..

H|1{s[T[O|R|YJO[FRTIHIEYVII|EITIN/AIMEWIARFOINgM]I|C]

............... T PN






