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!COALITlON HINT 
UPSETS SAIGON 

One American official sur­
mised that this is the result. or 
intc]!igence report~ gathered a 
fl'W 11.1nnt.hs ago showing that 
,\Jorth Vietnam has made the 
three norther!1most provinces of 

Regime Stifles Word Of Viet South Vietnam part of a single 
military region which also in-

Cong Talks, Closes Paper eludes part of the North Viet-
4. namesc panhandle. 

D.v JflllN ;:·-~,\nn()u. Gu The military region, the story 
[Sun St(l.jJ Corrc"llOlIrif'llti 'goes, isTi'jUbecolllc a neutral' 

Saigon, Jan. 7--South Viet- buffer state, dividing the coun­
narn lB"stili revC'l'berating from try in three, much as it was 
the shock waves generated over divided into three jurisdictions 
the past severa! weeks by hint." under the French. 
from both the United Stales and While many of these "peace". 

I ~'he N alion;;!l Liberation Front rumors are obviously false, the 
that a coalition Government GOvernment's reaction to them 
might be in the offing. has"been very refli. Almost dai-

For it; part, the Saigon Gov~ Iy t.here is a statement from an 
crnmctlt is continuing to steam- official of t.he executive or the 
roll all rumors that negotiations legislative branch denying re-
with the Liberation Front are poris of a possible coalition. I 
forthcoming or that a coalition Put Saigon On Edge I 
Government is evrn thinkable. The fact that the United 

A rccent casualty lias the States and the Viet Cong's polit­
daily newspaper SO'll.q, which ical organization both havc' 
was shut down yeslerdHY for :10 bee-iCTarJtirfg coantron has put I 

the Government on edge. I 
days "for indirectly espousing! The Governn,ent 1'::\ well 
the idea of a coalition with thel 
Communists." ! awal'e that the Nation['] LihrJ'a-

It was the first time a news" tion Front is the most potent 
paper had been subjected to ,ingle political force in South 

Vietnam. Many agreed with 
such action since. President Thieu recently when he c<llled 
Nguyen Van Thieu a~slimed of· coalition with that front "sui­
fice. Song is popular and in- c1dc. b 

fluential among Saigon's slu" 
dent population and had been f"ew. if any of the leaders in 

the present. Government arc bc­
closed twice by previous Gov~ Jicvcd [0 be capable of llluster-
crnment~. ing enough popular support to 

Despite the official a~sur· retain their power in seeking a 
anees, rumors of a coalition coalitIOn. 
and variations on the general The thought of the United 

il;em;-~f negotiations arc" re~ States "sclli"ng out" the :SOULtl 

ported to be causing considera'- Vietnamese causes nervous 
hie disquiet among those who twitche, and hasty reactIOns 
are dOing well under the pre" throughout the country . 
.sent system. ; The Government's cdgiLCSS 

1f Saigon had a Wall Street, it! !was dcnlOnstl'ated clearly yes­
'oH)'11d l:.nooubtedly be in a state i tt~rdil.v whf:n the Interior Mi(]is­
of pande:nonium. . try (wnollneed that a North 

From the northern sections of Vietnnmcse diplomat was f1ving 
Sout.h Vietnam there are re- into SaIgon Airport and tha't he 
ports-recorded in the local would not be allowed to !caVE 
press and heard In the halls of .\Jis plane. 
the Lcgislat.ure--that some of F(~w were surprised when the 
the well-to-do land-owners are plane, un!' operated by the In· 
selling their property and in- lcrnatiOll" Control Comrni:;sioll) 
vesting their piasters in enter- turned 0\ t to have no such 
prisC'.<; further south 9and even diplonl<'lt; board. ( 
<:Ibroad. 




