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HANOI .NOW W1\:"1 
CE NEGOTIAT(ONS'! . \ . ' . . 

Twice cheated 6\c:.-r1W- l)g7'3 
Rirhard Harris 

..I.,..,." .4 ..., 1 The . suspicion bega" after 
1'Ioreign minister of. . 1946, when Ho Chi Minh 

North Vietnam said negotiated with the French, 
r< _ Id made concessions, and twice 

his: uvvernment wou . tound blsgovernment che.ted~ 
willi~llr to sit down' to Ho himself' had to detella his 

the Americans POSIUonfrom coileagues who said 

~t~:~~\~lS:*~. and all acts. of . he should never haVe trusted· the North Vietnam were French. Then call\01954 and. 
ended. Hitherto Geneva· and on~eallaln thesom" 

been the im". men ,were ne-gotiating and· were 
all inquirers' in unwillingly ,pers;uaded to mak., 

into" North Viet- concesslonsto reacii- an agree=-
iil:::~:~,,~t~~;~e,~~~: when an ment of whose fruits, once aaain, 
a talks they were cheated. . ThiS *us_ 
WfJ'UI(l.I<H!O'W given uncondi~ picion covers eV.erybddy: the 

the bombing it was French, who slipped out of theIr 
Has it been given responsibilities after 1954,· the 

course of a speech of An1erican,s, who ~raduany ,took 
'tf~~!~Jl a viSiting Mongolian over the~e;,responsibllities and at 
d a' critical moment inserted their 

too soon, to answer this. 
lor, If textual study 
I the awaited assurance. 

been given, to. pronounce on 
much ;more difficult qu~stlon', 

Bianol has changed Its 

. of easing the path .. to 

0\YIl nQminee, Diem, into power, 

Of aU tM reasonS why H~noi 
. should. hB,¥a. ~l\ll!li!l. fl., J:tsm.l in .. I!. 
this seelllB .. the Ie .. problil>1e. 
No _ western jour ist. visiting 
Hanoi has found evidenQe of ,such 
« weakening. - However'- m~cfi 
damage the bombing Is doing. to 
the economy, however' much Ufe 
bas been made dlfficult,thesu!­
ferlngs Imposed 'are not', bl'l'lg­
ing surrender. Nor can one, 'be_~ 
Iieve,that'llle doves I.n ~!lo1 
would (lore. to use: it 8S. an a~u­
ment .' tor. ,cogces'Siom:., __ ''Much 
more. lIkelY Isa re-ex$inatlon 
by ID!nol ot Its assumPtion that 
the Amedean eleetlon camplligl1 
is most. likely to see a str~th~n­
Ing of pressures . for peaqe. The 
Visible evidence trom W'shihl!'~ 
tQn po/p.tsjust the other, Way .... 
tha~. Pl'esldent.totinSon' ill II\Ush 

. more likely tollnel ·that escilla .. 
tlon\Yi11 In1prov~ .hls<lhall~.es 
",lthp\lhjicOplni9n . ",h_. 
concesalonanUl/htlead'\Q 'n,go­
tlatiOM . but woutelhold 'oui 
8ma. 11.,·. hO."'.· ..... of.·allY . sue. C.....tI tul. O1)I\l~me:::WithInthe'r.ear; ;ll1thIs 

~fei'ille->;lI8n01'$ fear of"; '~lUl'1_­
taln1ut~,coui<!be a:~" . 
Growing·. doubt 

. ~[~~~~:tC~I\:~n~;o:tn~e l1elieve. In the . at Ume when all 
coming from 

• the Russians arid the BritIsh, 
who in their"different ways :Baid 
"tut tut" but, no more when 1956 
brought no elections for the uni ... 
llcation _of. Vietn,am, .and, 01 
course, the' Chinese who, after 
all, were the most effeptive in 
persu,ading the Hanoi repre .. 
sentatives to sign at Geneva in Added -to this could be grow-
195.4.. Ing ., eloubtabout Hanoi's own 

o-··~--:, the N.L.F. (Vlj,t~ 
V1etnam·"remain 

-i~ltranfil\ellt as ever ..•. nd 
expectatll'nthat 

tel'IIls. art, tore-

, supporters. ,The: Russians _ would 
It follows t~om this that a\ all plainly Iiket. 0 see n.eg01>l. auon'. ; 

costs there can be no let_up In They go on g1vingidd'tl\at is 
the war. no ,readiness to take defenSI.·v.e. '. In. he. lping· Hbnol to. 
any part whatsoever In negoU.- bring downatta'ckll1i .~eri~ail 
tions 'unles an- American' with- planes,- 'rather. than. o.n'·-. 's¢ale 

r drawal is the outcome fqre~een Which is likely t.o increase'North 
can h.5ru~~~e even" before the negotiations. 'b¢.,. Vietnam's otfeIlBive power. , As' 

I.t,ia;'l~s,e thinking I ,gin. "The main thing to know," for China, even the 'II\QslsYnl­
" mind that aORn N.L.F. representative pUt pathetic Vietnamese can· .only 

d .' It .In the latest Interview 'ha". watched. with distte6sthe 
Illf~JNu~~:~'ha::n~~~~nd~oves In 'lecorde~" [jts. It ~he Ameri~ahs progress ,_Of the ~ultural revo­an~d: want to}iuU .out or not, The lutlon"'When· they read a speech 

a· possl·bill·ty:'. 1"a.y In wllich this. retreat takes. by MrChou En·lai protestIng at 
Place Quld present no Red Guard, ,rivals ambushing 

context of ( ,.' , ~, . trains carrying military aid lor 
one heeds . difficulties; Vietnam, or looting lI\illtar)'-

em,ph,asl,!e dmeeePn' D .. ·eclar· A.l al'm stores· destined for Vlefnam 
"" whatptiority do they think they 

c~'llli~~~~~:rncon- can 'be getting? The Idea that, 
.h ot . Vlhe"thebombin$ .of' .. North the cultaral revolulron began In 

ever, 'Vietnam:"begaJ1 it w~,;of:.c6urse, China with the prospect of 
Vi"tnlinhtook shape in with the declared .alm.<>t aPil1y- . China's· !lIvo1vement In Vlelllam 

the hills Ing pressure which woulel fOrce looks qUlte unsupportable. 

;:~~~,~1:;!ilti~ 1944 and North· Vietnam to negotiate. governm.ent That was two years a~o and :has 
In 1945 - 23 ye.rs· been 10rgotten as a motive. tor 

bombirig. Nevertheless,.,the argll ... 
ment of -the American h$;wks 
remaihs; it -is: the same in :-ilny 
war ,~,'h~t tHem hard \ enough' 
ancl II; some way they will Show 
signs of".glvIl)g In. 



The Chinese ha~'e lately been Unchanging theme :: i -putting on a .big s 'ow to impress , , 
the Vietnamese. A niver.s arie.s of These a're some of the p01!~!: 
the foundation of the N.L.F., of sibilltI.s that could inftuen~~ 
the founding of tt 'North Viet- Hanoi's thinking. It must also _tjei 
name'e army an so on h.ve admitted that the .. Nortll Vl",~: 
brought delegatio s to China, namese _ F d .r, e Ltn Mintst¢r~~ 
intransIgent speec es, and hand- speech allows 01''','& .dJfferent :In-: 
.hakes. from Ch~lrman Mao. terpretation. He'repeated as: 
Evidently -th~·.Chine.se have been forcefully as eyer the four poinW! 
8marting~.' "under- I comparisons tor a ,_settlement that, have! 
made between :t~.I!I.nd,. the been HanoI's IInchanging th.m~ 
·Russians over the value- of aid ever _since they were l1rrt 
supplied. All the s'ame, much as set out by l\fr Pham Van Dpng 
they want to ,avoid ever having and' even repeated on,ce "again 
a Siln"Ie Chlnes.e ! volunteer on that the political platform of the 

• th M th N.L.F: must "serve as a basis theIr soli If they can,. e ,.or "for ""lvlng' the 'Vletnam proll-Vietnamese must· wonder what DV 

China could do.if, like the l\{orth 1em."· , ,I 
Koreans In 1950, .they found He then went on torecaU 
themselves under direct assault earlier. statements d'emancUng a. 
and outflanked., The accounts ,of cessation" of bombing, and add"" 
trouble on ,Chinese .ra.ilways are ed: "Atter ,the V!S.A. h~, J,1n .. 
enough in themselves to make condltionally·.;toPped.lts\bomb.' 
ChInese action doubtful. Ing and all other war' acta 

against . North. Vietnam, . tile. 
Another factor is the app~rent North Vietnamese gOVernment I 

.hut In the AmerIcan pos,tlon will talk wIth the U.S.A. about 
towards the N.~.F. Hitherto relevant questions." What. are., 
Hanoi'$ attitude has been relevant q'uesUons? Coul~ it be". 
parallel to. th. e AmerIcan. Th. e nothing Illor". than the tll1)lng of 
N.L.F. was the only true: re~re... the American withdrawal, 'Wl1iclt 
seniatlve of. the South Viet· is all HanoI ever .clab\ls to be' 
namese people: . th .• re could be bothered about? Or Is. each sIde 
no thought of HanoI negotlatlbg n()w comIng .. to be much 1 .. $' 
with the . SaIgon government, hIdebound In theattltud~ to .. tIIe 
whIch was a puppet of the protege· of .the other, Bo.tIlat .the' 
Americans. Fo~ th~ Alneric~ns more the.;Ap)eric.ns concede in,­
SaIgon was the ~epresentatlVe the. status· of 'the N.L.F..the 
government - muC)1 more s<>more Hanoi may-privately Illd 
since the". electiort~d' the not for' atiribution of' cours" __ 
N,L.F, not to lle considered as" concede in the .'.tatu8 of the 
o.perMe factor . In· negotIations SaIgon government? 
lince it ·Was a puppet of Hanoi. 

The suggestion that c;',.cts be-!- Confusing aftermath 
twe~n the two f<>l'.", 1. n the BO!lth These. a,,; . questions 'thM . no 
might now be IndUlged-tho. ulil one. who h .. follMi'ed ."ems In 
rejected bt>th by &Ilion and the. Vietnam' from the beglnl)Ing 
N.L.F • ...:. co\lld· set HaI1OI.to wouldWIsli' to Ignore •. From: the. 
80me more rethinklgg. ~ It even very tlrst confrontatlons.ln. Sep­

'posSlble that "se!IUemtnt <IOuid tember, 1945, In the ,confusing 
be reached I.n the sol1th ,by. some afterlllath Of the .Japan .. e .u ... 
reallgtiment 6tp~nil~al .forces ~endOJ;'. the !ragOliliof Ylelnam 
beyond No;1j). VI.tn~m'., control? has b~encompounded )Y.lgno~. ' 
TheN.L.F: .~e~. :, .. asPect .. fully ance on bothsides.M.'the.cal. 
about the' Democ,ratic Front culatlons . each .. side. malles, the 
(Wh08~ candidate; in: Saigon.·was suspicions ,ea'Ch sid~' :eritertabi.!;l, 
runner_up to Presj\ient. 'l'\)Ieu) the true objectIves th'ai each BIde. 
ment arilOng:the13ddb;.ts .. If. pursUe"Jyeipo. " • .., •. · .. un er. 
the .. ~.if,0.·n ll.o.ve. ' ..•. tit In turo sIood? lU spite of the /lim front 
and. of the :more~~. onal!~t ole· . t "f"""" d 

P f h "f\T T, 'iI'o • that COl11mull~st;s ,_ ',eveprw.here, 
findS. fr nges ,0 '.te ~"":"··L.' . ac" presen. t to. tbelr. nlRPolien~,tIler. e ceptab)e to' them . '!to'. KnOWB is .• Y . MJlt the 
what thaw· might etin once .no.reason ,,0: "'" .' 
contacts .are estabt!i., hed. It ,is, .p .. ssW'es':aq.~tlni" ,~" .'Vlet~ 
after Ill, .'SoitthW .·iim:'~MI'e ,!}iim "~;,,~Y;,"~\:' .. ' . ;'. thoB~. 
the war is::,belnB 0 ht:~!i brQl!s)if'fli,be,at:.on.; . .,ajIel! 
where .the ,1"""'00 ..... d.J!'l' JOhnBon,· .... I,· I 
pll,lationis ~n<ilitrlngllllOst 'sut. 
terIng.· ' .. 
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