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E Foreign Minidter of
" North ' Vietnam said
at his| Government would
e willing to sit down' to
klks with the Americans

. WpT against North Vietnam were
uhconditionally -ended. Hitherto
this hag $lwa~ys been the im-.
~plication that all inquirers in

bnal end to the bombing it was
never given, Has it been glven
w, in the coufse of a speech of
“wpleome 16 a visiting MongoHan
ddlegation? .

It is 00 soon.to answer  this
estion, (OF,. if textual - study
finds that the awaited assurance,
hgs been given, to pronounce on
the ‘much imore difficult guestion-
“of| why ‘Hanoi has changed ' its
nd. Can one helieve . In the
‘pJrpose of easing the pathifo-
‘ndgotiations at a time when all
other statements coming ffom
‘either Hanol or the NL.F. (Viet-.
~edng) in South Vietnem-remain -
8y intransigent as ever .and
: ¥ no expectation that .
thelr: terms. ‘are’ fore~
: S I
Nevertheless one can go over
e ground that may influence.
brth - Vietnamese  thinking, |

- Twice ch“ea_tted o

| the bombing and all acts.of - y trust
r again g - French, . Then . came ‘1954, and.

\

" The. suspleion began = after

© 1946,  when -Ho -Chi -Minh
negotiated  with. . the Frerichi

made ° ¢oncessions, - and - twice
-found .his government cheated,
-Ho himself had to defend his
ﬁositio‘n- from colleagues who said

e should never have trusted the

Geneva and once ‘again the same
men ‘were negotiating. and were
-unwillingly persuaded to make

-‘ment of whose fruits, once ‘again,
they were cheated. ' This sui+

- picion covers ~everybddy: the

French, who slipped out of their
responsibilities -after 1954, the
Americans, who gradually took
over these responsibilities and at
-& critical moment inserted their
-own nominee, Diem, into power,

Ahe Rugsians and the British,
“who in their different ways said

“tut tut” but,no more when 1058
brought no elections for the imi~
flcatlon ~of Vietnam, .and, of
course, the Chinese' who, after
all, were the most effective in
persuading the Hanoi repre-
;ngativesto ‘sign ‘at Ganeva in

‘It follows from this: that at all

‘costs’ there can be no Jet-up . in

the war, no readiness to igke
pny part whatsoéver in negotia-

 tions-unles an- American: withe

drawal is the outcome foreséen
even’ before the negotiations be-
gin, “The main thing to know,”
as an N.L.F. represeéntative put-

.bdaring slways ih- mind that it in the latest- interview

"tHere are | hawks and doves in
_Hpnoi as in Washington, and a
ift in influence from one side -
ihe'othdr is always & possibility -
cinfitself. -1t is in this context of;
“hgwks and doves that one heeds'-
st 1o i -emphasise the deep
suspicion in the minds of men
who have been continucusly con- -
cefned with the liberation of -
Vietham (as they see it) ever
sijce the Vietminh 'took shape in
1941 or since it took to the hills
as] a guerills force in 1944 and
prpclaimed jtdelf the government :
of| Vietnam In 1945 — 23 . years.:

recorded, ¢ . If the Americans
want -to pull out er not. The
.way in which- this retreat .takes
place ~ would " -present _ :ne-
difficultles” .~ .

Declared aim

- ‘Whenthe’ bombing of' North
Vietnam began it was,-0f course,
with- the declared 'aim of: apply-
ing pressure which would force
North- Vietnam to - negotiate.
That wag two years ago and:has
been’ forgotten as ‘a motive. for
bornbing.. Nevertheless.the argu-
ment_of the Ameri¢can = hawks
remaing; ft s the same. in any
war. - hit them hard . enough
and in 'some way they will show

‘signs of.fivipg in. .
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Of all the reasons why Hanol
this seems - the least. probible:
No westérn - journalist. visiting
Hanoi-hss found evidence of such
8 weakening. - However mich

damage the bombing iz deing to.

the economy, however much life
hag been made dificult, the suf-
Terings imposed are not; bring-

- ing surrender. Nor can one - be-
- Heve that'the “doves - in: Hanol

‘would dare to use'it as. af argu-
‘thent . for concesgionsi. Muach
more. likely 1§ a pe-examinstion

thé American - election campaign
is most. likely to see-a strengthen~
-ing -of pressures for pesce. fhe
'visible evidence from ‘Washihg-

‘on points just the other: wayes

.thet President Johnson s mueh
more: likely to find ‘that escalau
“Hon will - improve. his. changes
with JPublic  opinion . whereas
concestions might jead to negow
tiatlohs - but “would -hold out

“small.- hopé . of: any - successful

“outcome within the year.:In this
Qﬂﬁﬂtgﬂf"’ ; 's fear Dyf‘ 1y n&r-
-tain future. could be & fithog,
Growing doubt -

Added to this could. be grows:
ing . doubt-about . Hano}'s own
supporters. The Russians - would
plainly like-to see neﬁdﬁa-ﬂ ns;
They go. . on glving ald ~that 4s
defensive, -in hel'ﬁing ~ Hanof to
bring .down: attacking :Americéi
planes; rather. than on g “gtale
Which is likely to indrense North
Vietnam's' offensive power, Ag
for China, ‘even the most sym-

athetic Vietnamese ' can. ‘only

‘have watched with distress the

Frogress- 0f the eultural revo-
lution. When: they read-a speech
by Mr..Chou Enlai. protesting at
Red . Guard . rivals. ambushing
iraine carrying military aid for
Vietnam, . or  looting military
stores- destined - for . Vietnam,
What priority. do they think-they
can be getting? The idea that-
the culttiral revoluiion began In

ina ‘with the ‘progpect of

' China’s -involveément in Vietnam

looks quite unsupportable, -

ik il by Hanoi of its assumption that,
concessions to reach an agree- -




el

The Chinese have lately . been
putting on a big show to impress
the Vietnamese, A niversaries of
the foundation of/the N.L.F., of
the founding of the ‘North Viet
hamese army and so on  have
brought delegatiohs  to China,
Antransigent speechles, and. hand-
shakes. from Chpirman Mao.
Evidently.tha Chinese have beex.
smarting. .  under-| compsarisons
made . between tHem @nd . the

Russians over the value of aid
supplied. All the same, much as
they want to :avoid. éver having
a single Chinese |volunteer on

their soil if they can, the North:
Vietnamese mustswonder what
China rould do if, like the North-

‘Koreans in 1950, they found
themselves under direct assault
and outflanked. The accounts of
trouble on Chinese railways are
enough in themselves to make
Chinese action doubtful. :

Another factor is' the apparent
shift in the American position
towards the N.JLF. Hitherto
Hanoi’s' attitude has - been

Rarall_el to the ' American. The

L.F. was the only true:rt‘a})'_re-
sentative - of the  South Vi

namese pecple; there. eould be
na thought of Hanol negotlatihg
with “the . Saigon . government,
which - was & puppet  of the
Americans, For the’ “Americans
Salgon: was the . representative

‘government — much wmore o

since . the - electionig—pnd . the
N.LF. not t6 be. considered as &
seperate factor in' negotlations
since'it - was & puppet of Hanoi.:
The suggestion that contacts bes
tween the two forees in the south
might nomé indulged-~though
rejected bivth b
N.LF. — could: -set Hanol to

_Bome more rethinking. Is it even

possible thet - zeftlement eould

_be reached In the south by. zome

réuligniient . of politieal ~forces
beybndz-ththfwgfnﬁlﬁgﬂt,co'ntx"ol'_?

The -N.L.F. spegks ' respectfully
sbout - the %eimc,ratic - Front
{whose candidate: in) Saigon -was
runner-up. to . President . Thieu)
and. of the more nationalist” ele-

‘ment among, the: Buddhists., - If

the. Seigon Government' th turn

nds frifiges “of the NLE,

ceptable . to them who
what thaw might

contacts -are established
after - all, ‘Sourth:-Vie

the ‘war: ‘is: being:
where the. lbss. 0o
ulation ie énduring.

ngecoo o e

p
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‘for solving the Vietnam probm
le'm,.”-‘. P . .

“ed: “After the U.S.A has un-

iet- jq

y Saigon and the.

Unchanging theme

“ These ‘are somie * of the  pogal’

sibilities {hat - could influency

Hanoi’s thinking. It must also be!
. admitted -that the North Vi

nimese  Fdrelgn -Minlster

.speech allows of“a different ins:
terpretetion.:  He' repeated - ag.

forcefully as ever the four points!

Ador a - settlement that: have

been Harboi's unchanging thenie

ever sihce théy - were first!

‘set out by Mr Pham Van Dong
and’ -even repeated once ‘again
that the political platform of the
N.LF.'must “sefve ag a hasis

He then went on to recall

earlier. statements demanding . a |

cessation’ of bombing, - and add<

conditionally stopped-. id\bombs-
ing --und all: other -war - acts
agalnst  North "~ Vietham, - the

North Vietnamese - government |

will ‘talk with the U.S.A. aboit

relevant questions,” What . ave.

relevant .qilestions? Could #t. be:-

nothing more than the timing of
the American withdrawal, which'
-all: Hanol - éver claims’ - to bé"

bothered. aboui? Or ig gach side-
now. coming ‘to - be much - lesd’:
- Bidebound in the attitude to-
‘protege of the other, 0. that the: .
more the Americans coneede. in-
the statis' of "the NLF. the
‘more Hanol may—privately an

the

not for attribution of ecuts

-concede “in the - diatusy . of “the

S_a_igon government? " .

Confusing aftermath
These ave - t}ué#ﬁoﬁb “fhat " no -

one. who has followed ‘events in

Vietnam - from the. -beginning
would vish 1o ignore.. From the.

very flrst controndations. in Sep-

tember, 19045, in the .confusing -
aftermath of the Japanese gur-.’
render, the .t_rageds- of -Vietnam -

ed: by-._:lgincnie :

has been. compoun _
ance onh both:sides, Are the ca
culations each . side makes,’ the

suspicions each sidé entertains,
the true-obj etctivqsfm each _‘&side,_ .
yet - petfegtly: L under-,
n spite- of the'Airmi front "

hat  Communists - everywhere,.
.present to their,.p&penen .

pursues
stood? 1
tha

1y no.reasen o

is, ‘Pressures-affécting.. Viet-
1AM .ave By

brought. .4 e
ohnson. vl






