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I THE BOMBING IS STOPPED ••• 
Vietnam is really feeling the sting-so why stop 

the air ttacks? That is the feeling of top U. S. commanders 
at the sene. Idea of easing off is considered a mistake, one 
that wo Id bring a flood of fresh enemy troops and supplies 
to step p the fighting against GI's in the South. 

I SAIGON 
u. s. c, mmanders here are convinced 

that stop ing the bombing of North 
Vietnam, without reciprocal military ac­
tion by 'anoi, will prolong the fighting 
in Vietna even if serious peace talks 
get starte . 

As thes commanders see it: 
The C mmunists must be held to a 

mInImUm military capability before 
and durit g allY peace talks. Othcnvise, 
the Coml tmists will have no incentive 
to cOlldue meaningful negotiations. 

Contin cd air strikes will be needc(l 
lo keep t Ie Reds' capability to a mini­
mUIll the nilitarv le<:ldcrs emphasize, 

Ri~/( f ret'axing. This point is 
stressed: II nearly three years of bomb­
iHl!;, the . train all Commullist resources 
has nOVel been as great as right now. 
To relax, or remove lhese pressures 
means ris '·ing <l "hl'and~now war"-with 
lilt' ellt'Ill~' havin).!; all the advantages. 

S',!\,s ,1 ~('nior officer in the Air.Force: 
.. ( :i\~' the Heds ('\·('11 ,'30 (hty<; of quiet, 
,wI! thl'\' will be able lo restore all 
[heir lillt:, of conllllWlitaliolls and repair 
their trankportatioH. Th:'l~ what (.10 yol.~ 
lld\'O':> YnC've got a dlHerl'lIl kmd ot 
\\'dl" on V()~ll' hands." 

The 'rrrsh f~()()d of .. ,Hm'i a,~d ()tl~el: 
s'lpplie~ IItu South \ lelll<1!I1 \\o!lld . )( 
('IHH"l11011S itltc~lli~..;cnl'c experts pre:..!!,'!. 

"'1'11(' {IICmV's logistical p()sition lw'i 
1!I.'H'r hl'! 11 w;)rse than it is tud,l},," de~ 
dd]"C'i d!l ,\llH'ric,\Il officiaL "~ever h,l'i 
he Iud t, divert so m,lllY assets-bot.h 
ill pcopl ilnd 1l1.atericl-to" keep IllS 
line::. \)1' {'( mtnUllicatlOlls open. , 

In tl1(~ ;-.Jorth, both IIanoi and IIal­
Pl]()ll~ h \"(' become bottknecks, ?e­
pri';l':l of i.mllCh of their value as. stagmg 
~\Ild di~tri.")llti()ll points for supplIes from 

Communist ChilHl amI Soviet Hussia, 
Aerial-reconnaissance photograplls SllOW 
crates stacked lip high in areas adjacent 
to Haiphong's piers. 

Comdr. IIenrv Frban, Jr., who COIll­

matlds .. Ill air \~ing aboard the carriN 
l ,S.S Kilt!) H({(r/\, says all four maior 
bridges leadin.~ out of Haiphong ag:lin 
knT hel'll ChOppCl! dU\\'Il. 

.\ccording to COll1mander Vrb,\Jl, who 
has jltst filli:-.\t!'d his Lhird tom in Yit,t­
ll.lITl \\:<lter'), tlJl' Communists have bee11 

reduced to lhil'g sampans or makf'shift 
pontoon crossill,~s to get supplies out of 
Haiphong, IIp reports: "Supplies get 
out, but it takes a lot longer, quite it 

bit longer, to 0.0 the job," 
At Hanoi, the Paul Domner Bridge 

spanning the Red River, principal cross­
ing point for snpplies coming by mil 
or highway from Communist China. is 
not usable, The Air Force, with six days 
of good bombing weather ill December. 
dropped seven of the hridge's spans. 

The North Vietnamese again haw' 
been forced to use alternate methods of 
getting material across the Red River to 
distribution points south of Hanoi. 

Given a bombing pause, these vital 
arteries would be repaired. 

Bad weather has balked attempts to 
hit supply lines as hard as desired ill 
the past month, say pilots aboard tht' 
Kitl!J Hawk. :\Iore often than not, homb­
ing has to be done by electronic aiming 
devices. Even so, the Hiers believe they 
are hitting their targets. 

Pilots make no ambitious official 
claims of destruction of great nnmiwrs 
of trucks and tr"lins. Yet their filtbr 
screens pick up con\"oys all over North 
Vietnam, and they h .. l\·e great cOl1fitlenn' 
in their homb-ninling devicf's-in an~· 
kind of weather. 

Pounding the Ho Trail. One major 
supply ro11te from :.'-rorth Vietl1am in[o 
Laos and thence southward along the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail runs jl.lst west of 
Dien Bien Phu. Others run from North 
Vietnam into Laos through the "'\Iu 
Gia Pass and Nape Luther <;outh. 

Traffic along the Ho Trail is d('­
scribed as sometimes ff'sl'mhling th(, Los 
Angeles Freeway. :\II1l'ric<ln ,til" action 
against the Trail now inv()l\'l~s almost tlle 
same daily 1H1mhl'r nf sorties as <It.;ain ,I 

targets in North \·idllam itself. ~()url"\>.~ 
in the Laotian capital, \ "ienti.tnl'. sa~·. 

Rcar Adm. Ralph \\'. Cousins, COllI' 

mantler of Task Force 77, the ,lJlll 111 

the Seventh Fleet deployed ill III\' \'ld 

Ilam theater, says tlwt dmillg thl' lTC(·I,1 
Christmas ami \'t'W Year's l'l"(W·n,.(,~ 
there were "hundreds of truck\ ~)I) I hi 
roads, demonstrating the COll111111lIi.,: ... · 

need for resupply." 
Admiral CUU:-;illS rq10rts (:1,'( ;J,,: ":', 

traffic on illbnd \\·.t1l'1"\Yi\\ 'i II.!\ I" til, I. 

olF. The reason hI' giH'S i.., ·llil' ~I>,(,~tld 
bombing of tile l~arges tltcm:-;ches, .l,ni 
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also the strikes against barge~lmildinp; 
yards at 1 aiphong. 

Train mffic is tip again, Admiral 
Cousins wtes, particularly from the 
marshalin yards south of Hanoi down 
to l'\am i~]h and eastward to Thanh 
Hoa. The"(' convoys move along High­
way I t( Dong Hoi and Yinh, then 
west into <lOS. 

Alllcric~ n plane 1055('5 in the North 
continue t) rise, now llf'aring 790. Com­
mander rban, who led the August, 
H)(H, To lkin Gulf raids and served 
again in 1 (i(-) and 1967, says this: 

"Those 'rst raids caught them by sur­
prise. Th( y weren't ('xpccting us," the 
carrier pi ot says. And the number of 
Red gr{\u d weapons was millor, com­
p:lrccl witl today's. 

: cefed up defenses. In ] 966, Ail' 
]. "i'('{~ an N <lV)' pilots agree, the hig 
change in North Victnamt's(' air ddenses 
took plac From an Air Force officer: 

"It was during the latter part of 1965 
alld earl\' 1966 t!tat the Communists 
sophistic;ted their weapons system. That 
was tIl(> t me we should han" been hit~ 
ting at tl e source-that is, where the 
weapons \ 'ere being brought in, such as 
the rail lin s from Red China." 

III 196 , Admiral Cousins comments, 
"we wast d time looking for surface~to~ 
air missile (SAM's) when they first ap­
pem·ed. hi retrospect, we should have 
gone on laking regular strikes against 

more-important targets and let the SAM's 
take care of themselves." 

Some officers, agreeing with Admiral 
Cousins' view, feel the U. S. bombing 
policy got a "fixation" on destroying tar~ 
gets such as SAM installations. One of 
these officers contends: "It was like 10ok~ 
iug for needles in haystacks, and all we 
did was expose ourselves to the very 
thing \ve wanted to destroy." 

By the time the bombing program 
was reoriellted, one officer says, "the 
Commies had been able to ship in all 
the SAl\l's and bigger antiaircraft weap~ 
OilS they needed." 

"Unfouchables lJ hit, No\\' tl.e air war 
is in a set pattern. During the last half 
of 1967, virtually all important "untouch­
ahle" targets were bombed. 

Says Admiral Cousins: "'Ve have hit 
the worlhwhile targets. \\That's left, of 
course, are Hanoi and Haiphong, but 
that wOllld mean bombing populated 
areas," 

Bombing Haiphong to block incoming 
supply shipments ,is not what Admiral 
COllsins urges. "I subscribe to mining 
Haipl10ng harbor," the Admiral says. 

One target commanders ,\vouIeI' like to 
hit is the "ofl' limits" Cia Lam airfield 
at Hanoi. Gia Lam is technieally a cjvil~ 
ian airport, hut intelligence analysts be­
lie\'(~ the Hanoi command now has put 
key elements of its air~defcnse-control 
S\'stcm at Gia Lam . 
. The targets that Navy, Air Force and 

Marine pilots plan to' be bomhing in 
coming months are the "same old 011es 
we've been bombing," as one Air Force 
pilot puts it. 

Hit-/em-again strategy:, Experts 
point out that "rebombing" is the name 

of the game now. Says one officer: "Tile 
job is to keep those targets-air hasps. 
rails, power plants-out of commission." 

In other words, it's going to bE' mOff' 

and more of the same from here on out, 
air commanders agree. As soon as the 
Reds rebuild a bombed bridge, the U. S. 
bombers will race back in and wipe it 
out again. 

This could become boring for pilots, 
especially the younger ones who seek t'X~ 
citement. Destroying a truck is 110t quite 
as thril1ing as shooting down a MIG or 
bombing a major installation. Hut if feel­
ings among younger pilots on the Kitty 
Hawk are any barometer, this is not liKP­
ly to become a serious problem. 

One Hight recently, the t \Vo~maJ I 
crews of two A~6 intruder jets burst into 
the debriefing room bubbling with en­
thusiasm. They were elated. They had 
not wiped out a big convoy and they 
had not shot down any MIG's, but, 
bombing by radar through hca\'y rain 
and clouds, they had attacked a doz(~n 
trucks. They thought they had hit most 
of them. 

"Worthwhile job.'1 Lieut. Richard 
C. Nelson, 26, of Philadelphia, senior 
among the four, summed up their feel­
ings about going after the unglamorous 
targets ill this way: -

"You get a satisfYing feeling. You're 
doing a job you consider worthwhile. 
You hit a truck that maybe is carrying 
something that would have killed some 
of our guys on the ground. That makes 
you sa tis6ed." 

To American strategists here, this type 
of bombing must go on unless Hanoi 
agrees to halt the movement of supplies 
into South Vietnam. 

----,-_._----------------- --------.-----




