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Public Posture on Talks .0' '~~t~f: !~UBU 
Threatens Diplomatic Prbb~ .. I%{j SUB·CAT 

Through' the" good offices . to his side not merely the .. dently a very'touchY thing I 
of Rumanih, apparently, proponents of the Viet. . . 
Washington has undertaken polltically. T hat is Why Damese war. He has also 
a formal diplomatic probe of been winning over all of Hanoi reacts very sharply_ 
the possiblllty Of talks with those who are uneasy about a$ itqlct in rejecting the 
Hanoi on the war In Viet-' dissent in the land. He has President's State of the Union 
nam. And that probe' con· been -wi~ning over the un~ formula-r-to suggestic;ms .that 
tinues with the chance of' young, the un.black, and the talks be accompanied. by an 
talks still open. un.poor who comprise t he abatement of the fighting iri 

But the tough negotiating great bulk of the electorate. South Vietnam. . 
stand taken up publicly by . To break this VICIOus clr· 

'the President in his State of WITH MATTERS going ele there is obviously' reo 
the Union message has now re1atively 'well, the Presi- quired some special act of 
been publicly rejected in a dent is haturally reluctant political leadership. Ahq .t 
tough way by Hanoi. And to change the formula. A this point the overpowering 
the harsh public positions cessation of bombing in par· strength of .this country be, 
suggest that it is going to be ticular-unless: it was sure comeS' relevant. For U the 
very hard to keep the nego- to bJ-lng peace which it is President can 'bring hilliseif' 
tiating possibilities alive in no!-could be very costly to it, politically, the' sec~rity 
the diplomatic probe. politically. of this country can ab-

The basic faot is that each In ,these circQmstances, it viously stand the Mmbing 
side is under stron~ pres- has taken heroic' efforts by halt which those in favor of 
sure to take up positions un- the President's cnief, advis- talks on the other side need 
acceptable to the other .. Bar- ers-including Secretary of to move towards. negotia­
ring an heroic act of leader- State Dean Rusk. and De- tions. 
ship, the internal politics of fense se,cretary .Robert (ill 1968, PUbl1sI'!ers-Hall SYndicate' :.' 
each regime· work ~ agai.nst McNamara-to win -approval 
peace. for the private diplom',atic amwr:Qf I F ,'~~ " . .i 

In Washington, of course, probe. And that approval' 
the majoc political fact is could be unstuck at .allY 
the President's' bid for re- time, if it appeared that the 
election in 1968. Recently the hardilne electoral coalition 
President's chances of win- Mr. Johnson has be~n put­

. ning have been looking up. ting together .was . endan-
Mr. Johnson apparently gered. . , 

\ feels-and not wrongly, it On the other side, a po· 
seems to me - that his Utical tug-of-war has plainly 
strong showing in the polls been going on among Hanoi 
is connected with the pos- and its supporters and de-

, ture he. has been taking on pendents, The bombing of 
,Vietnam. His stance, as' re- the North has undoubtedly 
fleeted in speeches, visits to hurt, Against that baek-' 
army camps, trips abroad, ground various Eurollean 
~nd appearances with Gen- Communist states, them­
eral Westmoreland and selves concerned lest the 
-other military heroes, has war spread, have been urg'­
been the hard-line stance of ing .. the North Vietnamese'\' 
!VUJlning ag,ainst the Vietniks leadership to try to probe 
a'nd dissenters. for terms. 

,By taking that stand, the The Chinese Communists, 
President has been winning however, obviously want the 

war tp continue. So-judg­
ing by an extremely tough 
interytew given by the. Alge­
rian representative of the 
National Liberation Front, 
or Vietcong, in Sander Van­
ocur of NBC-d9 the. offi­
cials most closely involved 
in the fighting in South 
.Vietnam. 

IN THIS. situation the 
leadership in Hanoi seenis 
to 'have 'blocked, out 'a com­
promis •. They Will .agree to 
talks in order to get the 
bombing stopped. At the 
talks they will probe out the 
p'olitieal possibilities. But 
they will not abate the fight­
ing in the South, unless the 
talks yield th..posslbility of 
an approach to political 
power for the Front 
. This cOl1)proniisels evl-
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