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Tadies and Conllemens

Tha Bslgon, on July 30, Presid tent Hixon samsarizod in o few vords the hi to*v of the
veperted eflorty for peace made by the Froubliic of Viet-Hom and by the Unitad States.
He coid: "Ouwr purpose is peace. VWe have respoctivaly eane fortard with p.uyaszls vidoh
couwin lead to the beginming of the end ol ihig trasic conflict.”

Iet me recall scuz of the most simnificoat of lhosze prososzls and the concrate wobions
we ha

ve taken. On Wovember 1, 1008, we stossed oll gtz involving the use of force
against the entire territory of Loih Vuwp~§*w . ¥he limited cerdol rocommedssance

that was continued iz not an act imvolving the use of Toroe. Onily wvheon ouxr
reconnaissencs planes nave been attocsed have we responded in defense to protect our
sircrsdt and pilcts. : '

Cny Jenuary 25, 1959, st the first plensry session OL'H
thlic of Viet-lonm praser e
violonce and ob moviog wi all bovoerd
clear thnt we and our allies were poopnmned
of ncii-Scuth Vietnsmese forces fiom Souwil

and the Rom

any prior conditions, Wluh ”cprgsenﬁﬁ.zve: of the Fational Iiberatien Pront on Lne
qae;\aon of a political settlement. o '

On April T, 1969, President Thicu proposed oix principles upon vhich a peace sebblemont
could be hased and made it eclear that those Seuph Vielnawese who were benring arms
apgainst the Govermment of the Republic of Viet-Fam would be velcomed 98 full momlers
of the ndulonal commundty in & gpirit of mationgl reconciliatlon. o

On Iay 14, 1969, Presideat Nixon made en PlbntupO'hi proposal &imed at bringing sboutb:
the withdrawal of all non-South Victunmese foreed, cesse Tires ond fyvee elechions
under internationsl supervision. The eight points constituted o reascnsble basis for

negotiations. The President uade clear the willingness of the United States to cousicer

other epproaches consistent with those vrinciples.

On June 5, 1969, at thesec meetings, I diucus-ed in considerable detall the ten-point
progran proposed by the NIF and pointed out areas in which there sesmed 4o be common
-ground. I also asked questions about ambiguities in that proposal. I regret to say

those questions hasve never been answered,

On June 8, 1969, President Thieu and President Wixon met at Hidway Island and reviewed
proposals thalt had been nade by both sides. They reiterated thoiyr determinstion

to scek a just seltlement in a spirit of patience and goodwill. They alsc chserved
that, despite the fact that the HLF ten-point proposal contained certain unacceptable
provicicns, there were certain points in it which appeared to be nol too far from
posltions taken by the Republic of Viet-Nam and the United Stmtes.

At their Midway meetings, the two Precsidents also announced a reduction by 25,000

in the number of United States military personnel in South Viet-Nam to be complebed
by the end of this month. They stated that further reductions would be considered

on the basis of the following three fectors: The prozress in training and

equipment of the armed forces of the Republie of Viet-Nam, the level of enemy ectivivy,
and the progress made in the Paris Eectings.

On JLly 1, 1959, President Thieu made a generous and urmrecedantcd pronosal Tor {rao
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bhringing coout wification throush {ree

ol discussions with Horth Vigu-Iinom
Wi Viﬁtit:ﬂ vﬁth the cbject of
hornationnlly orvisew slections,
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That has becon Lhe recponce by your side to thosoe many nvﬂhsoals for neace? T4 hos

veer Dlatly end consistently nerative., You rofuse fo discuas and oxplore cuy ILYEHOSMLs
J :

wich lege nesobiate gbowt them.. You denipvate cvr efferls to find comon ground
hebween our proposals ond yours, Yow reject discussion off rwtwal withdrawal,
ineluding the withdrawal of Forth Vietnamese forces from Sceuth Viet-inm, lqu aad
Cawbodia, bo orth Vici- You reject consideration of proposals for early frvc
(Je~1wcnt whot would be Inir to £l1l and ﬂculn re esyly exercise cf the right
of seli-detcumiration hv the people of Scubh Vict-Tam.

We spesh asg p"rscnﬂ vho still desire To move fv = confrontetion to negotiation. Ve
are thus consbrainéd to say that the record wihilch I hove Just revieuwsd is & histor
of coastant «fforts to negotisie by our side and of constont rejoction by yours.
Yhe lzck of progress st these weebings is nob the resnld of & lack of propeanls

by our side. 1t is bLecevse you have shmm no inclinotion to negoeticic on wny of the
nany propeszls which we hove msde. '
You reject 231 thought of compromise, and you consistently reiterate your demmngs -
which v have rade ever sinee I arvived here in Japwary ~ that we withdrowr sll
United Shates and allicd Torees, while all Mol Vielramzae lorces rexain bebind.
you also demand that we overthrow the legitimate Governmont of the Repuslic o
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Viet-ilam nnd imvose in its place o se-zalled "coalition” govermment. Yowr consistens
position since January has tims beon to refusce to negotiabte and to insist on actions
Ly us which will enable you to deminate Soulh Viet-Kam,

Al
.

Ve me he reesonable proposals, which ftake inte considersticon the legitinate in
of 2ll parties. We arc not noking domands - we sre meking reasonanle proposa
We are propared to discuss and cxamine both our proposals ond yours. Gar ffu'.
remain open, and we remain ready for sericus negotiation.

5, we can expect no pregress, We have

Aut, until your side shows a simidar readiness,
& negoticicd poace to Viel-lTam. Now

148
done ell that we can do by ourselves to bring
it 1s time for you to respond.
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