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la,dJcs and Gcntlcl.rlcl'1: 

. "In. Gs.:i.gon., on J'u]y' 30, P'.{"(~S:ld~~il:t. N"i ::':0:1 StJrl/·i:I.ri",c(l in D. rC~c! \'Forcls the h:L~tor:y of t~·>-:; 
)~'e2!cP.·;;e·J. ef:CoJ:"t3 f'or P8c\.GC l:.1Uij by the J.:.r.":;>uldic of I/,ict·"rI:u:1 and by ·the tj,,):;,tc.:'L 8~~l"lc:~;. 
]"e n,,';r"~ IIC""'" T"l'I~~"""''''e;1:' ne"cc' '1,1, .. , lj';)~rc' 'l""C(···l,"'"I,..,..Li,,,,"l·,, ce"'c' j'C'-''''''''~''l'~d ',·,'1·+l-, Tn.·OJ-."-'·~'!'"'ls '.r";"":.':~' L ... '.....c'..l.,. ....... , 'I.~) . .-:', ... ,)...1/ .... ,..:. ••• ..;, J} y,. •• \1'- ~ •• ~. "L'.f:,,--,-l!_ •• '~·.r '~I •• ' .... ,,<;.._ vA, 1::- .~~.T''- 1 ......... ,_. 

cou.lrl :Lead to thp. ber.;1.nnir"0 of tbe C!H.l of 'L.:,l.:_~~ tX<..t[1.ic conf']j,ct. lI 

Jl'r::t, ~c recaJ~ sc:;:~~ of.' "Lb0. most siGnif':i..(;;~·.:"lt of 'Lh(;\:,·c p:t·C);Jo:::-.:.~ls and tb0. (;O .... ,C::.-\~t.c r:.ct~~>:~; 

'i·;-c h::l.Ye takcn~ Or.: Fovc?:;ibcr 1, 19(8, 'ut:: s·i.jc:')]J{:;cl [tIl v.ct:, involving the i..~.3C nJ' force 
n.f}.1in.st the cntJ.l'c t.erri tOl";'{ of"l:o:rth Vict~-J.:''')11!.. The liTl1.:it,c:d. o.cY'it)'J l'ccc:l.n~·.:i.0s~-~ncc 

tP.3,t \w.s continued is not [~n net i1:i·\"'O} .. vil:.g the 1J~~;(! o"f :;'~O!"·C0. Only' vllcn our 
reconn~lissC'.r1(,:~ pl.;)n.eG ilO.YC been nttac.: . .,:\;cl h~.v~ i:'C rC~;~1?(mCtcd. in ue:f.'t:nsc to l);:.'ot,,:ct OUJ' 
aircr;; .. ft o.na ]):i.lots. 

0:1 lTt.:jl.1)J.ry 25:. 19::)9: [d~ the first pl:-:::::.n~y ~~.!}-;.sion of 'C}~e~~e l(~cetj.l'~!:,~t; t,b.e '()nitE:cJ. 8tti.t·';~f; 

(11:.(1 th2 HCPl.1.h~Lic of Vict~1';~.:7,1 p:r"2.se;1tcd :r:);:'0.~:X;~~J r. a.i1j~(:d ~~::.; :t~:,.:~;.cJ.nt; (.he (h:Cl'r~c of 
vio~L(:n('.c {ina ;:"t r;:v"""in'["; U~3 all tC·r;·~,.:i>;:l r. llc'gc·::;ir: .. tc<i pe;J .. cG. In P~',l'tiCl~:.u;.~,"'~ '\';'~~ F0.clc it 
clE::3.r thc:,t \'~e ~:.n(l cur allJes 1:7CYB Pl"cT :; .. ;:-(~,:l "(.0 b(;c;in -ehe im~il(;.:d.:Ls~te lUlU. !>x~uC;!.l \,":t t!-i'~':;'~:_'\·;:·!. 

of HOll-South 'Victlw.mcse forcC'G i"l'om SOl.'.tll Vi,ct ... lJ;,.j.Tl. 

On Ee.::.:ch "25, 1969, Prcsidc}'!t '£hictt zt2.t.ed. his :readinc~w to hold priv8 .. tG t<:·~llz~, \dtho',1:i; 
any IiJi.or condi.tions, ,lith rc]!re.sentatiYGi:: of t]-)e N~d.:ioJ1al Libe:-:-ation I'rc'ut on the 
question. of a political settlement. 

On April 7, 1969, President Thieu propo~(.--d Dix p1"incipl.es upon Hhich a peace !H.;ttlc~v'ii.t. 
could be basetl and r.:a.dc it clE:rt.r t~·w.t th:)~e 80:.:4·11 Vistn3-.!lleGC \,;ho llere bC0.1.<'*;-!1,:s a:t'nlS 
aGainst the G::;ver;1.lJlent of the Republic of Viet.-il3.ll1 1wuld be 1iclconJE:d as ftJ.1J. mcml;en; 
of the na'bion~l coru:T!1.L"1ity in e. E.pirlt of' ne.·~ional reconcilia.tic;:1. 

On liL'W 11., 1969, Presid,cnt Ni."on made 1>.n eicht-point propo",o,:L 8:u~cd s.t bri.ngj,!'.g about: 
the. lrithdraw·a.l of all non-South Viet.ntlxae~.;e forces, ceo.se fires 2,nd i:ree cl::;c·t.~ions 
Wlo.er inter'l1c.tiolU'.l supel"'~~sion. The eic;ht point,s con::::tituiie,:l D. reason ... 'J.ble ba.sis for 
negotiationn. The President li4?.de C100..r the wilJ.:i.ngn€.!ss of the United. states to cons:i.C:(!:!.' 
other approaches consistent w1th those principles. 

On June 5, 1969, at these meetings, 1 d:isclJ.ssed in conciderah1e deta.:il -the ten-point 
program proposed by the NIP and pointed out a.reas in ",h;i,ch there GceuGd, to be CO~:rr;OIl 

_6I'0und. I also asked questi.ons about ~,"~l'oiguHies i.n that proposal. I rco[f.rct to sa,i 
those questions have never been answered. 

f 

On June 8, 1969, Presi.dent Thicu and President Huon met at Hid1':ay Isknd and reviellGd tl1E 
proposals that had been r,,,,,de by both sides. They reitew.ted thai,l' det('~nir.ution 

to seek a just settle.'tlenG in a spirit of patience and good1'7i11. They al~o observed 
that, despite the fact th::d; the NLF ten-point proposal contained certain l:cnacceptablc 
provisions, there were certain points in it 'lhich appeared to be not too far from 
positions taken by the Republ:ic of Viet-riam and the United states. 

At their f,!id~ray meetings, the two Prcsidents also alIDounced a reduction by 25,000 
in the number of United states military iJerSonnel in South Viet-N~J1l to be completed 
by the end of this month. They stated th1.t further reductions '1lould be considered 
on the basis of the 1'o11011'1nG three f"dors: The progress in training and 
equip:nent of the armed forces of the Republic 01' Viet-Nam, the leyel of enemy (I,ctivity, 
and thc progress made in the Paris ~:eetings. 



en J'nJ~" 20:. 1S;S9, 1)l'c3:l.d::'::t ~thieu. Pl~O:rO~~cd. (d_:t>'S'ct djBt'Us~j.Gns ,/i'\',h j;u:c~_:h v:tc:,J-I~;'~"l 
O~1 the f.1.n~stic!1_ of unj.:~·ic:d;ion of L()):1~b c .. n:l Su:.'"-~,h Vi(:t·-i'~:L1, 'I-.".i.tJ:i t.li(! cbjcc·t .. of 
h:cinci:'lJ, r,,~)cJ,~~, unii,'ic.ut:i.on throuGh free n.nJ irc.'",:cl'tu:Lion:)..11y, SUPC'1\.ri2C(~ 01c:r.tic;-t~;. 

l!:k,t1.; h8.D hc:cn t.he :-cC''::}J:);'~se by ~{Onl~ r::i de to tht;:·::!, r:'::tf:y pl'n~or'J.ls for· } __ ~r:J.ce? :U~ }y.;_~ 

l)een flatly (;,!~,<l consis'~~:T1:~J:y llcsativc. You. r~'fu0c to (.1.i~:r~~n.sG anu explore' OLE' :r:rG~~iosrtl,s.j 

It'J_ch leDL; nc:r;0tiate r.b(n~-'; them .. · Y(n~_ dcniCl'u.tc' OL)). ... cffo:t't.~ to find. CC·:,·;::-'lon gro'..lnd 
bct'\~fcen O:'P.~ J.JI'oposal~j wlC!. Y9u:cs. Yon. r-ej cct ~UJ;(;ru:;sio~-l of r3).i:t·().~l 1.n:l.:hcll"?1>f3.1, 
inell~,Qing the i1ithd.:c'_1.,,!:7a-l of Hort.h Vic-Gr;,:.n'3s~ :l'o,~'ccs fx'c:n ~;outh Vict~l\;l,~l, laos Ell{l 
C~~~ibo0ja, to l-~ol't.h Vict-j'>Zlo You. X'c;j<=ct. CO:.lB:iJ:·:::r"',lt.:'or.t of Il~rOrOsa~ls for cax".l;y' f)'('l; 

eJ.c.~;t:tcn.s \;]):),t 'Iou.ld be i',:.Lr to t~ .. ll c.Dc.i :',~o~~Jd (:':-l,SU.::'C eo,).'l~;/ ~~:p.rci,',)() cf' thr:: :l."iGlr~_; 

o:f sclf.-clet.(:l'.Id.:ratio!l b~r '~1je :PCOIJlc of :Scnth V.~cl;-l~d.m. 

\{c:. cpenk as p(~'CSCl1S \,;ho st.ill d~~si_:r-e to l!10\I'C tf ~:,~n conf:ront::tion to nCG.:itiD-tion. 'Ie 
arc: th,1l.t; co);,~~·t!,"'.:-~.in6d to S~X;1 ·Lt~d:i tll-::: ·l'ceo.l'd ,;:j:-..;~ch J: h:.i.ve jUDt rCViC\[Ed is B. bis'c.o!"'.! 
of ccnstg,Yrc :;~.L'forls to ,r:2goti.atc 1,;,',. ou.r si(le c~f".l of const:;,;:t rejC!C:-Gi(:'ll by yOD1'S. 

'1h8 lacl: of' rn:ogress <~t. tli~~SC 1~seJS-:';![)1 is i1.~yt~ t1JC! rCGnlt of ~l, lc.('~~, c:~· propo;::,:,J.s 
by our ~,jJ;.~~~. It is Le(:~;\'.sc ~rou. have Sh:J\fLt no j.liclin:';L:i.on to 11egotiL'/e-C on nr .. y of 'L}H:; 

r;;~Ln:{ prclpoDo.lc lJhich w-.;; t.::.vc It,,1;lclc. 

'You ::rejeq-t. :?JJ. tho-;'~cJ'd; of co::rrpr01U:1.Se, ~¥nr:l ~,..ou cCfwintcntly reiterate :,{O'll.:C c.e.r:-:'::lCi:; -
wbJ.ch ~{Ci\'l hD.VC t:.:J.dc CY(T flince I arI'::~\>-.:::d herc;! :i.!1 .Jarn.t8,:.c;:r ~, that, Ke ,,;'rit:\J,J.r"':-::I! £111 
Unj 'c(,~(1 S·j::l,.ti?S ~1.nd D.J.li~:]. torcc~s > "ihilc all l:-o)~tL Viet:r:u.!::,?r.e f"orcc'~ l··i.:!c~,in 11el1ind. 
You. also dC-'lGTlU 'l.:b:d, vc overth:co-.'~ 'l;llC lcr,i ti.L:_:;..te GQverr.:[:."cnt. of t.he HE;~I.fLr)lie 0:( 
Viet-l-b.n1_n~·~c.. :L!~j'pOS(:! in :.i.t:-;: place a !30~<:.d,llcd H(:O~I.]-i'(,i0nlf covcrran0nt. ~.~{Gur CCD.s:i.::,:L2~t 
position G.i.nce t.Tanu~-J..ry iJr:ls thus lX~l.::n to rCIlzse to neGotiate. end to insi,~t. on acti(XLS 
by u,.c) '~"hich ,.,rill enable you to dor:'Lino:Ge South Viet-Ham. 

He )(l~J.~e rcc,[;ono.ble proposals, vhich take into ·considero.ticm t.he legi tir2ate int?]:e~t, 
of £111 p;--'-l"'Cl.C~. He arc not n~.k:1.nf; <3.c1:.J.r~cls - 1-lG are making :reason(~'ule Pl~Op8.sJ,13. 
He are proln.rcd t,o lliscU~3S ancl cXf!..rn:i..U2 both OU_·(i.. In~Oposc.11s unc1 ~ours < Gar ofIc::£. 
remain open, and riO rem::t:i.n re&.dy for sp:rio'J.3 necotiation. 

,jJ-"lt, until your sid.e sha:·,!}) 0. nimil8..r l'e::1clincSB, we can exreC!t no prOr;regs. Ue hr' ...... "'c 
done e,U th1!..t w'e can. do b:r ourzelvcG t.o b:..~ing t: negvtin.tcd pence to Vict-lTamt }kn>J 
it ls time 1'01' you to respond. 

• 




