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CINC~AC FOR ~OLAD 

DELIVER O~ENING OF BUSINESS 

FOLLOWING IS ENGLISH TEXT OF GVN OPENING· STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR 

LAM AT 71ST PLENARY SESSION PAtnS I'lEETINGS, JUNE 18, 1970, 

AS ftELEASED TO PftESSM 

LADIES AND GENTLEPlEN: 
AT THE LAST SESSION, YeUft SIDE AGAIN DECLARED THAT IT WILL NOT 

EGAGE IN SERIeUS DISCUSSIONS AS LeNG AS SATISFACTION IS NOT 

GIVEN T8 ITS TWO DEMANDS, NAMELY, THE UNCCHlDITIONAL, UNILATERAL 

AND SPEEDY WITHDJUIIIAL OF ALLIED FORCES AND THE OVEftTHftOW OF 

THE LEGAL GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC GFVIET-NAM. 

THERE IS NO SURER WAY TO BLOCK THESE MEETINGS THAN THE MANNER 

IN WHICH YeUll SIDE HAS PUT THE PROBLEM. 

IN FACT, THROUGH THE PAST 70 SESSIONS, YOUR SIDE HAS INVAlUABLY 

FORMULATED THE SAME DEMANDS, THUS PREVENTING THESE MEETINGS 

FROM MAKING THE SLIGHTEST PROGRESS. 

YOUR SIDE·S DEMANDS ARE ACTUALLY PRE-CONDITIONS. THEY AMOUNT 

IN FACT TO NOTHI. LESS THAll COMPELLING 'THE REPUBLIC OF VIET -NAM 

AND THE UNITED STATES TO ACCEPT IN ADVANCE THAT YOUR SIDE"S 

AGGftESSI8N IS A FIGHT FOR A JUST CAUSE, THAT THE OBJECTIVE 

WHICH YOUR SIDE IS PURSUING. IS PREFECTLY: LEGITIMATE AND THAT 

YOUft SIDE WILL UNAVOIDABLY ACHIEVE FINAL VICTORY, IF YOU 

AftE NGT ALREADY THE VICTORS. IN OTHER WORDS, THIS MEANS ACCEPTING 

BEFORE ANY DISCUSSION THAT THE STRUGGLE UNDERTAKEN BY THE ftEPUBLIC 

OF VIET-NAM FOR ITS SELF-DEFENSE WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE 

ALLIES DOES NOT SEftVE A JUST CAUSE, IS CONTftARY TO OUR NATIONAL 

INTERESTS AND IS IN VIOLATION OF I.NTERNATIONAL LAW. FURTHERMORE, 

THIS MEANS ACCEPTING THAT THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM AND ITS ALLItS 

UNDClUBTEDL Y WILL BE OtFEAHD, AS IF THIS. HAD ALREADY TAKEN PUCE. 

FROM THESE PREMISES, YOUR SIDE HAS DRAWN THE CONCLUSION 

THAT TO PUT AN END TO THE WAR, THE ALLIED FORCES MUST WITHDRAW 

PURELY AND SIMPLY FROM SOUTH VIET-NAM UNCONDITIONALLY WHILE 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TRoeps HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN THERE 



AND THAT THE CU~~ENT ~EGIME IN SOUTH VIET-NAM, ALTHOUGH IT IS -"- ISSUED F~OM THE F~EE CHOICE OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE POPULATION, MUST BE ABOLISHED TO GIVE WAY TO A ~EGIME, EITHE~ OF YOU~ MAKING O~ AT LEAST WITH YOU~ BLESSING. AS A P~ELUDE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNIST ~EGIME IN SOUTH VIET-NAM. 

SUCH ~EASONING IS UTT~LY U~CACCEPTABLE BECAUSE IT IS CONT~A~Y TO LOGIC AND MORALITY, AND IN DISREGA~D OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AS WELL AS OF THE ~EALITIES. 

THE~E IS NO NEED TO STUSSFU~THER FACTS WHICH ARE AL~EADY WELL KNOWN: THAT ALL THE EVIDENCE SHOWS. CLEARLY THAT THE VICTIM IN THE P~ESENT WAR IS SOUTH VIET-NAM AND THE AGGRESSOR IS NONE OTHE~ THAN THE NO~TH VlETNAMESE COMMUNISTS. NO ONE CAN AFn~M THE CONT~A~Y. 

IT IS ALSO AN UNDENIABLE FACT THAT SOUTH VIET-NAM WAS INVADWD BY NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS AT A TIME WHEN THERE WAS NOT A S • .DOW OF A FO~EIGN CCIMBAT UNIT ON ITS SOIL AND NO HOSILE ACT HAD BEE' TAKEN BY SOUTH VIET-HAM AGAINST NO~TH VIET-NAM. IN SO DOING, THE COMMUNIST ~EGIME OFHO~TH VIET-NAM HAS BLATANTLY VIOLATED THE 1954 GENEVA ACCO~DS, C~IIDELY TRANSGUSSED THE ~ULES OF INTE~NATIONAL LAW, TRAMPLED UNDER FOOT THE ~IGHT TO SELF'­DETE~MIHATION OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND HAS PUT SE~IOUSLY IN JEOPA~DY THE FUTU~E OF THE ENTI~E NATION. 

IF' ONE WE~E TO FOLLOW YOU~ ~EASONING, ANY STATE COULD A~~OGATE TO ITSELF' THE RIGHT TO INVADE A NEIGHBOIUNG COUNT~Y AND WOULD STOP ITS AGG~ESSION AND WITHD~AW ITS TROOPS ONLY WHEN THE INVADED COUNT~Y HAD SUBMITTED ITSELF TO THE AGG~ESSO~'S ~ULE. THEU WOUlD NOT BE A.NY ~IGHT TO SELF-DEFENSE EITHE~ INDIVIDUAL OR COLLECTIVE. " 

THIS IS PRECISELY WHAT YOUR SIDE HAS DONE IN SOUTH VIET-NAM, THIS IS WHAT YOUR SIDE IS NOW DOING IN LAOS AND IN CAMBODIA •. 
WHAT P~ETEXT CAN YOUR SIDE PUT F'OUH TO JUSTIFY THE INT~ODUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF ITS TROOPS IN THESE TWO COUNT~IES. NO FOREIGN FD~CES OTHE~ THAN THE NO~TH VIETNAMESE T~OOPS A~E P~ESENTLY OCCUPYI NG LAO TE~~ITO~Y. 

ALSO SIMILA~LY, YOU~ TROOPS'WERETHE ONLY FOREIGN TROOPS IN ~MBODIA, AND P~ESENTLY ARE THE ONLY ONES wHO ARE ATTACKING THE KHME~ ARMY AND WHO TH~EATEN THE SECURITY AND THE TE~RITO~IAL INTEGIUn OF THIS CeUNTftY. 

PftIOR TO THE EVENTS IN CAMBODIA, EVEN P~INCE NO~ODOM SIHANOUK HAD DENOUNCED, IN UNEQUIVOCAL TE~MS, THE INVASION OF' CAMBODIA BY THE NORTH VIETNA"ESE T~O~PS AND THEI~ AUXILIA~Y FORCES, "WI THE G~EATEft AND GftEATE~ INTE~FERENCE BY HANOI AND THE SDACALLED "NLF" IN CAMBODIA.'S INTE~NAL AFF'AI~S IN DISREGA~D IF TIS NEUT~ALITY, AS CAUSES FO~ THE G~OWING EXASPE~ATION OF THE KHMEft PEOPLE. 

DID HE Nor ALSO DECLARE IN PARIS, P~IOR TO BOA~DING THE PLANE FOR PlOSOCOW LAST MA~CH. THAT HE WOULD SOLICIT INTERVENTIGN BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT Ttl HAVE NO~TH VIET-NAM AND THE SO-CALLED . ________ "NLF" WITHD~AW THEIft T~OOPS F'~OM CAMBODIAN TE~~ITO~Y? 
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EVERYONE KNOWS THAT THE ATTACKS LAUNCHED AGAINST 

THE KHMER ARMY AND AGAINST THE PROVINCIAL AND DISTRICT TOWNS 

OF CAMBODIA ARE ACTS OF YOUR SIDE"S TROOPS AND THEIR AUXILIARY 

FORCES. AT THE LAST SESSION, YOUCYNICALI.Y LAUDED THE EXPLOITS 

OF THE PRESUMED "LIBERATION FORCES" OF CAMBODIA WHO WERE SUPPOSED 

TO HAVE INFLICTED SERIOUS LOSSES ON THE KHMER NATIONAl. ARMY. 

YOU CANNOT DECEIVE ANYONE BY THIS FOR NO ONE IS UNAWARE THAT 

WHAT YOUR SIDE CALLS "THE tIBER ATI ON FORCES" OF CAMBODIA ARE 

NONE OT HER T HAN YOUR OWN TROOPS. 

IN TERMS OF EXPLOITS, YOUR SIDE HAS PROVIDED A REAL 

CHALLENGE TO THE KHMER PEOPLE AND TO WORLD PUBlIC OPINION BY 

HAVING YOUR FORCES OCCUpy THE ANGKOR-WAT AREA AND TURNING 

THESE SACRED PLACES, WHICH ARE THE VESTIGES OF ONE OF THE 

WORLD'S MOST ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS AND THUS BELONG TO THE 

COMMON HERITAGE OF HUMANITY, INTO SANCTUARIES FROM WHICH TO 

PURSUE YOUR WAR OF' AGGRESSION. 

THIS UNQUALIFIABLE ACT OF SACRILEGE WHICH HAS PROVOKED 

INDIGNATION IN CAMBODIA AND Al.1. OVER THE WORLD, SHOWS THAT 

YOUR SIDE DOES NOT STOP AT NAY CRIME TO ACHIEVE ITS ENDS. 

IN LAOS, YOUR SIDE NO LONGER CARES TO HIDE ITSELF' 

BEHIND THE SCREEN OF THE SO-CALU;D "LAO PATRIOTIC FRONT". 

ACCORDING TO THE REVELATIONS OF A MEMBER OF THE ROYAL LAO 

GOVERNMENT, NO PATHEr LAO TROOPS PARTICIPATED IN THE RECENT 

ATTACK ON SARAVANE AND ITS OCCUPATION BY COMMUNIST FORCES. 

IN BRIEF, A"ER HAVING IMPUDENTLY IGNORED AND VIOLATED 

THE DEMARCATION LINE BETWEEN THE TWO ZONES OF NORTH AND SOUTH 

VIET-NAM AS ESTABLISHED BY THE 1954 GENEVA ACCORDS, AFTER HAVING 

INVADED THE TERRITORIES OF LAOS AND OF CAMBODIA, YOUR SIDE NOW 

ACTS AS IF THE BORDERS BETWEEN THE STATES OF THE INDOCHINESE 

PENINSULA HAVE BEEN ABOLISHED. 

THUS, IN SOUTH VIET-NAM, AS IN LAOS AND IN CAMBODIA, 

THE PEOPLES OF THESE COUNTRIES ARE THE VICTIMS OF THE SAME 

AMBITIONS OF CONQUEST AND DOMINATION, THOSE OF YOUR SIDE; 

THEY HAVE TO FIGHT AGAINST THE SAME AGGRESSION, THAT OF YOUR 

SIDE; THEY HAVE TO DEFEND THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM 

AGAINST THE SAME THREAT, THE ONE WHICH RESULTS FROM YOUR SIDE'S 

POLlCY OF INTERVENTION AND EXPANSION. UNClASSIFIED 



WHILE YOUR SIDE IS INTENSIFYING ITS AGGRESSION AGAINST LAOS AND CAMBODIA, YOUR FORCES IN SOUTH VIET-HAM ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO STAGE LARGE SCALE OFFENSIVES AND ARE REDUCED TO SEEKING UNGLORIOUS TRIUMPHS BY TAKING REVENGE ON THE INNOCENT CIVILIAN POPULATION, WHOSE SUPPRTT YOUR SIDE LACKS MORE AND MORE EACH DAY. 

IN THE CONNECTION, I MUST DENOUNCE HERE WITH EXTREME VIGOR YOUR MOST RECENT ACTS OF REPRISALS: THE HORRIBLE AND BARBAROUS MASSACRE OF THE PEOPLE OF THANH-MY HAMLET, QUANG-NAM PROVINCE, ON THE NIGHT AND EARLY MORNING OF JUNE 10 AND 11, 1910. ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO MILITARY OBJECTIVE, THE COMMUNIST FORCES SUBJECTED THE HAMLET TO HEAVY SHELLING OF 82MM AND 60MM MORTARS AND THEN RANSACKED IT, IN THE PROCESS FIRING AT ANY PERSON WHO TRIED TO ESCAPE, THROWING HAND GRENADES INTO HOUSES AND SHELTERS AND INDISCRIMINATELY KILLING THE OCCUPANTS. THIS ACT COST THE LIVES OF 114 INHITANTS OF THE HAPILET, IN ADDITION TO THE WOUNDING OF OVER 70 OTHERS, THE COMPLETE DESTRUCTION OF MORE THAN 300 HOUSES AND SERIOUS DAMAGE TO 3m OTHERS. THIS RENDERED OVER 85 PERCENT OF THE HAMLET POPULATION HOMELESS. 

IT IS WORTH NOTING THE FOLLOWING SIGNIFICANT FACT: THE HAMLET OF THANH-PlY, AT ONE TIME UNSECURED, WAS RECENTLY PACIFIED AND A NEW LIFE WAS BEGINNING TO EMERGE FOR ITS INHABITANTS. 

THE BLOODY MASSACRE OF THANH-MY IS UNFORTUNATELY ONLY ONE SAD ILLUSTRATION OF A POLICY OF TERROR AND REPRISAL CEASELESSLY BEING IMPLEMENTED BY THE COMMUNISTS AGAINST THOSE WHO REFUSE TO FOLLOW THEM OR WHO TRY TO ESCAPE FROM THEIR HOLD. HOW CAN YOU CLAIM THAT, WITH SUCH A POLICY, YOUR SIDE'S OBJECTIVE IS TO SERVE THE INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE AND OF THE NATION? 

IS THIS WHAT YOUR SIDE MEANS LIBERATING THE PEOPLE FROM OPPRESSION? IS THIS YOUR WAY TO ACHIEVE NATIONAL CONCORD AND UNION BETWEEN THE DIFFERENT STRATA OF THE POPULATION? 

HOW CAN YOUR SIDE MAKE ANYONE BELIEVE THAT IT IS FIGHTING FOR THE RIGHT TO SELf-DETERMINATION OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE? WHAT MERIT CAN ANYONE GIVE TO YOUR PROMISES TO RESPECT LATER ON THE fREE CHOICE Of THIS POPULATION SINCE YOUR SIDE'S DEEDS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THE OPPOSITE Of YOUR WORDS? 
FINALLY, CONTRARY TO YOUR AFFIRMATIONS, NOTHING INDI-CATES THAT YOUR SIDE DESIRES TO END THE WAR AND SEE PEACE RESTORED IN SOUTH VIET-NAM, AS WELL AS LAOS AND CAMBODIA. 

IS YOUR SIDE PREPARED TO PUT AN END TO ITS POLICY OF INTERVENTION AND EXPANSION AT THE EXPENSE OF THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES? SUCH POLICY IS INDEED. AS THE EVOLUTION OF EVENTS HAVE SHOWN. THE PROFOUND AND DIRECT SOURCE AND THE UNIQUE CAUSE Of THE PRESENT WAR SITUATION IN THE INDOCHINESE PENINSULA. 
_U'NCIASSJ:Ii'tEl) 



IF YOUR SIDE DOES NOT ENTERTAIN ANY AI'IBlnONS OF 

CONQUEST, IT IS THEN NECESSARY FOR YOUR SIDE TO RESPECT THE 

TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES AND TO 

WITHDRAW BACK TO NORTH VIET-NAM THE TROOPS WHICH IT HAS ILLEGALLY 

INTRODUCED THERE. 

IF YOU SIDE IS NOT TRYING TO EXTEND YOUR DOMINATION 

THROUGHOUT EHE INDOCHINESE PENINSULA, IT IS NECESSARY FOR YOUR 

SIDE TO REFRAIN FROM INTERF1:RING IN TtlE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF 

THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES AND TO RESPECT THE RIGHT OF THE 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE, LAO AND KHMER PEOPLES TO LIVE PEACEFULLY UNDER 

••• 1 ••• HABIB. 
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A REIGME OF THEIR OWN CHOICE. 
IF YOUR SIDE REALLY WANTS TO HAVE PEACE AND STABILITY RESTORED IN 

THE INDOCHINESE PENINSULA, AND TO SEE GOOD RELATIONSHIPS PREVAIL 

AMONG THE COUNTRIES OF THIS REGION, YOUR SIDE NEED ONLY COMPLY 

STRICTLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 1954 GENEVA ACCORDS ON THE CES­

SATION OF HOSTILITIES IN INDOCHINA AND THOSE OF THE 1952 GENEVA 

AGREEMENTS GUARANTEEING THE NEUTRALITY OF LAOS. 

PARTICUlARLY, AS LONG AS YOUR SIDE CONTINUES TO USE LAO AND CAMBODIA', 

TERRITORIES AS INFILTRATION ROUTES, SANCTUARIES AND STAGING BASES 

TO ATiACK SOUTH VIET-NAM, YOUR SIDE CANNOT CONVINCE ANYONE OF ITS 

DESIRE FOR PEACE. 

AS LONG AS YOUR SIDE PERSISTS IN DEMANDING THE UNILATERAL DEPAR-

TURE OF ALLIED FORCES WHILE TRYING TO MAINTAIN ITS OWN TROOPS AND SU 

VER-
SIVE FORCES IN THE SOUTH, YOUR SIDE SHOWS THAT IT HAS NOT YET ABAN­

DONED ITS SCHEMES TO ANNEX SOUTH VIET-NAM BY FORCE AND ITS POLICY 

OF INTERVENTION IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF SOUTH VIET-MAM. 

AS LONG AS YOUR SIDE CONTINUES ITS CAMPAIGNS OF TERRORISM, YOU 

DEMONstRATE THAT THE USE OF VIOLENCE ALWAYS REMAINS YOUR MEANS 

OF PRESSURE TO FORCE THE POPUlATION TO FOLLOW THE COMMUNIST PATH. 

AS LONG AS YOUR SIDE CONTINUES TO DEMAND THE VOERTHROW OF THE 

LEGAL GOVERNMENT or THE REPUBLIC OF VIET -HAM AND TO DECREE, PRIOR 

TO ANY POPULAR CONSULTATION, THAT ANY FUTURE GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH 

VIET -NAM MUst BE 1 N ANY CASE A GOVERNMENT OF COALIT ION, YOUR SIDE 

IS, IN FACT, MISCONCEIVING THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE POPUlATION. 
FOR ITS PART, IN PROPOSING THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL NON-60UTH 

VIETNAMESE FORCES, INCLUDING THE ALLIED TROOPS, IT IS EVIDENT THAT 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET -MAM IS NEITHER SEEKING TO 

SECURE A UNILATERAL ADVANTAGE IN THE FILED NOR A POSITION OF STRENG!: 

AT THIS MEETING TABLE. 



IN ADVOCATING FREE ELECTIONS, IN WHICH ALL POLITICAL PARTIES AND GROUPS IN SOUTH VIET-NAM, INCLUDING THE SO-CALLED "NLF", WILL PARTI­CIPATE, TO ENABLE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE TO DECIDE THEMSELVES THEIR OWN FUTURE, AND IN PLEDGING TO RESPECT SUCH A DECISION, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM HAS PROVEN THAT ITS AIM IS NO', TO ELIMINATE ANYONE BUT IS, ON THE CONTRARY, TO ACHIEVE NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND UNITY. IT HAS PROVEN THAT ITS ONLY CONCERN IS TO FIND A PEACEFUl SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT THROUGH DEMOCRATIC MEANS, 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM BELIEVES THAT THE ~,ELATIm: S 
BETWEEN THE TWO ZONES MUST BE BASED ON THE ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES OF THE 1954 GENEVA ACCORDS, THAT IS TO SAY, THAT EACH ZONE MUST REFRAIN FROM ALL ACTS OF HOSTILITY AGAINST THE OTHER AND FROM INTERFERING IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE OTHER. IN THIS SPIRIT, PENDING REUNI .' FICATION OF THE COUNTRY THROUGH DEMOCRATIC MEANS, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBlIC OF VIET -NAM IS READY TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES OF ESTABlISHING TEMPORARY RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO ZONES. 
CONCERNING THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES, LAOS AND CAMBODIA, THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM HAS DECLARED IN THE MOST EXPLICIT MANNER THAT IT DOES NOT ENTERTAIN ANY TERRITORIAL AMBITIONS OR POLITICAL AIMS AT THEIR EXPENSE, THAT IT IS ONLY SEEKING FRIENDLY COOPERATION WITH THESE COUNTRIES ON THE BASIS OF MUTUAL RESPECT OF THE INDEPEN­DENCE, SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF EACH COUNTRY AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE COMMON INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLES OF THE INDO­CHINESE PENINSULA. 

THE PRINCIPLES, WHICH I HAVE JUST ENUMERATED AND WHICH MUST GUIDE US IN THE SEI\RCH FOR WAYS TO STABILIZE THE SITUATION IN THE INDOCHINESE PENINSUlA, ARE JUST, CORRECT AND RATIONAL ONES. 
SIMILARLY, NO ONE CAN DENY THE GENEROUS ASPECTS OF THE PROPOSITIONS PUT FORTH BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM FOR A PEACEI', L 
SETTLEMENT OF THE VIETNAMESE CONFLICT. THESE PROPOSALS ARE NOT BASEi ON DISCRIMINATION BETWEEN THE AGGRESSORS AND THE VICTIMS OF AGGRESSl') N, 
NOR ON THE PRESUMED OUTCOME OF THE WAR, NOR ON CONSIDERATIONS ALIENI.1 THE 
SEARCH FOR PEACE. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM REAFFIRMS THAT ITS OVER­RIDING CONCERN IS A JUST, GENUINE AND LASTING PEACE, A PEACE WHICH WILL RECONCILE ALL VIETNAMESE, WHICH WILL RESTORE UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE INDOCHINESE PENINSUlA AND WHICH WILL LAY THE GROUNDS FOR FRUITFUl COOPERATION AMOND ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION. 

IT IS THIS TASK WHICH, ONCE AGAIN WE ASK YOUR SIDE TO UNDERTAKE WITH \ UT 
FURTHER DELH. 

HABIB 
.,'1' 


