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Q. (Goldsmith - AP)
There is a certain ambiguousness in paragraph 1 of
page 3 in Mrs. Binh's statement. She says "the parties

wlll come to agreement at the same time on the medalities,"

“at the same time as what? What does it mean?

) A. If the U.S. Govermment set a terminal date for

withdrawal from South Viet-Nam in 1971 of the totality of

U.S. forces and those of the other foreign countries in

the U.S. camp, the partiec will immediately agree upon the
modalities concerning the two questicné: 1) guarantee the
safety ofAthe withdrawal for all troops of the U.S. and )
the other countries in the U.S. camp; 2).releaze of all
captured militaries (sic) of ail parties and of tﬁe civilians
captured in the war. We have said "at the same time"

because withdrawal of these troops and release of the cap-
tured military will begin at the same time, on the same

date and will be completed on the same déte. I do not

believe that there is any ambiguousness in the texrm "at the

same time."
[ %)
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Q. (Goldsmith - AP) |

It's very important. Now yoﬁ are saying "immediately"
which changes somewhat ‘the sense of this first paragraph
because if you say "the parties Wili immediately agree upon
the modalities" this implies that the U.S. must aﬁnounée a
date before the process of reaching an agreement can begin.

Is this correct?

"A. The difficulty is not to reach an agreement gbout
the modalities, because once thé.U.S. Govermment has announced
thét it sets a deadline in 1971 for withdrawal of U.S. troops,
the two questions of guaranteecing thé safety of the with-
drawing troops and the release of éaptured military will .
become settled immediately;

The question that arises is that thé Nixon Administration
must put forward & deadline for withdrawal in i97l for all
American #;OOPS and those of the other foreign countries in
the American camp. Once the U.S Government has set this
deadline-in 1971, troop withdrawal aﬁd relea;e of captured
military and civilians will take place during that period in
1971 and will be cdmpletéd'during that period.

Q. (KaYlisher - C.BS)

Then it is the U.S. that must make the first step, set

i
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A. That is correct. We give the Nixon Administration
the choice for‘é date iﬁ 1971 for total ﬁ{thdrawal of U.S.
troops and the troops of the other foreign éountries in the
American camp.

Q. (Redmont ~ Westinghouse)

~If the U.S. accepts point one outright, that is to séy,
to set a deadline, can we then éonclude that you believe it
possible and likely that‘all troops can go home around Christ-
mas and all prisoners do likewise? ‘

A. TIf Mr. Nixon sets a deadline for troop withdrawal
either in September or October or Novémber, the U.S. Govern-
ment will be in a position to withdraw all U.S. military
personnel by Christmas. As far as we are concerned we shall
guarantee the safety of the withdrawing troops. The day
this withﬁrawal is completed, is also the day on which
release of all captured military and civilians will be
completed. That is why the question whether all U.S. mili-
tary inéluding the captured ones can celebrate Christmas and
New Year in the States is really up te Mr. Nixon.

Q. (Giniger ~ NYTimes)

Point ane of the proposal put forward today deais with

the military aspect of a settlement and point two concerns
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the political aspect. Could you clarify ﬁhe exact connection
between the ﬁilitary settlement and the pdiitical settlement
and more specifically if for.instance,the dual operaﬁiqn of
withdrawal and releaée may be beguh,'completed even, without
reference to the political situation in Saigon.

" A. As I said earlier, if Mr. Nizon sets a deadline in
1971 for withdrawal of all U.S. troops from SVN, the release
of all captured military and civilians will be completed before
the deadline. I believe that this point is already quite clear.
Conéerning the overall settlement of the war undertaken by the
U.S. égainst the population of SVN and concerning the political
settlement of the problem, the U.S. has set up an administration
in its pay to c;rry out neocolonialism. That is another question
to be resolved. That is why, once the question of U.S. troop
withdrawal and prisoner release are settled, and the political
problem haé not yet been settled, onc must continue to solve it
because we want to be independent, we want sélf-determination

for the population of SVYN and we must continue to work to solve

“this political problem. I believe that this is quite clear.

Q. (Vila - AFP)

Does it mean that you will continue with military means if

the Saigon govermment remains in power?



A. If the Spigon administration continues to wage war
against the people, the ﬁe0p1e must obviously oppose this by
all means. If there is in Saigon an administration standing
for peéce,‘independence, neutrality énd democracy, we will
initiate conversations with the.adﬁiﬁistration to settle peace-

fully the political problem.

Q. (Valery - NYDaily News)

In this connéction, you speak of this new administration

which could be created by "any method”, I mean by "various means."
May:I ask you an "if" question, among those means are also the
elections which will take place in Vietnam in August, in October.
I mean by that if a new administration comes out of these electicuns
and proclaims that it is rezdy to observe indepéndence, neutrality,
etc., ... would you consider it as a worthwhile partner with which
to build the government of national concord?

A. i will share two ideas with you: 1) As‘long as the
U.S. troops remain in South Vietnam and thst elections are organized
by the Thieu administration, these elections cannot be really free
and democratic. This must be stated quite clearly. Today the
Nixon administration is staging elections_to keep the Thieu
administrafioh in power. 2) 1If by various means the political,
social and religious forces in SVN, which yearn for peace and
nationai concord, fomm in Saigén a new administration standing

for peace, independence and democracy then we shall be prepared
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‘proclaims itself according to your concept, would you consider

to initiate talks with that administration. For such a new
administration in Saigon formed by political, social and
religious forces in SVN,; we respect the choice of the appropriate

means., It's sufficiently clear.

. Q. (Gihiger, NYTimes)
| Can you be more specific about the "various means?"
. A, I believe that all these political, social and religious
forces have available to them all thé possible choices as to the
.means to be used to reach such an administration.
- - Q. (valery = NYDaily News)
You have asked if this is sufficiently clear. But let us
assume that the result of the forthcoming elections is not a‘

victory for the present team. That there.is another team, for

instance General Minh, E7rzs another team andthat this new team

it a worthwhile partner?
A." I want Mr. Valery to underctand me when I say that
‘there can be no free and democratic elections in SVN as long as
there are still American troops in SVN and as long as the elections
- are organized by the Thieu administration. As to the new |
administration which will be formed in Saigon by various means
and which staﬁds for peace, independence, neutrality and democracy,
we are prepared to engage in conversations with «*1 that admini-

stration and I believe that we are displaying good will because

e — - - Taroras



ve do not demand that any particular means be ﬁsed. It is 'sufficient
that there be i; Saigon s new administration déélaring itself in
favor of peace, independence, nsutrality and democracy.
Q. (Vila, AFP) "
The proposal of the overall-ten-point solution referred

to formation of a provisional ccalition government. In the seven-

point proposal it is & broad-based government of mational concord

that is menticned. ‘Are the two teims synonymous or is there a sig-

nificance in the fact that you didn't use the formuilation "provisicnal

t
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coalition govermment?"
A. The NLF ard the IRG have alwsys adv0catéd a policy of

broad union and broad national concord in order to obtain victory

in the resistance agsinst ageression and to build up an admiristration

which broadly represents all strata of the population of SVN, The °

spirit of natienal concord has been stressed by us from the formation

of the HLF until teday. This reflects the aspirations of the South

Vietnamese people and if we advocate the forxation of a goverrment

of national concord this reflects our gpirit of natienal concord.

Q. (Lenart, Far Ezst Review)

I should 1ike to revert once again to the expression "by
various means" when you refer to a politic#l solution. ‘You have
spoken aboul finding a solution which genuinely represents the as-
pirations of the people, a government in Saigon vhich is for pesce,
independence: and neutrality. You have explained that elections
under the present Thisu govermment camnot guarantee this. Are you
interested in working out a formila for elections in SVN that can

guarantee this, for instance for the elections scheduled for October?



A. Iq order for genuinely free and democratic elections to take
place in SVN, a govermnment of national concord ﬁﬁst be entrusted with
the task of organizing them, And it is because we want genuinely
free and démocratic elections that we qdvécate formation of a govern-
ment of national concord. -

. Q. (A Dutch Journalist)

I have two. questions: (1) During the press briefing that
inmediately precededjthis one, the question of whether this seven-
poiﬁt program was new or not was discussed. Can you tell us what in
your opinion is the new point or the new detail which characterizes
the seven-point program. My seccond question: If my understanding
is correct, the release of prisoners would be staggered, that is to
say you release prisoners as the U,S, withdraws its troops, this means
that a time comes when the}e are almost no U,S5. troops and you said )
that you guarantee the withdrawsl...the dismissyl of the priscners.
What are the guarantees that are offered?

* A First if you will read our statcment of -toda.y you will see
that there is something new in all the points; At the beginning of
this briefing I said what was new, concerning for instance U.S. troop
withdrawal or the question of power in SVN. In the past, if memory
serves, you have often asked me when release of thé prisoners will
begin and when it will be completed. We have explicitly stated
yhen it will be, and when it will be completed. "This is a new element.

.

You are asking us how there can be in Salgon a nev administration

in favor of peace, independence, neutrality and democracy. And we
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reply that this can be achieved by various means and that we a?e
prepared to engage in talks with such an administration. This alse
is a new element. And if you look at each point there is something
new in every one of them. You are nc& asking how we guarantee‘the
relezse of all captured military and civilians. We specifically
state that the parties will come to an ugfeement on the m5dalities
to relense all these captured military so that they can be released
rapid_y“;nd it is based upon our will to reIEdse raepidly and cntirely
the military and civilian prisoners that we speak of the modalities
of the release- What remsins now.is for:-Mr. Nixon to set a deadiine
in 1971 for withdrawal of all U.,S. troops. I believe that what you
ﬁust do is ask Mr. Nixen to set such a desdline in 1971.

| Q. (Giniger, NYT)

- Paragraph B of Poiﬁt 1 refers to the release of m 1ifary
and civilian prisoners. You speak of releacze of military of all
parties and of the civilians captqred in the war, including fmerican
pilots captured in NVHii. When you réfer to the war, do you limit the
war to the territory of Viet-Nam or do you also include Isos and
Cambodia?

A. The U.S5. has undertaken & war of aggression in SVN and has
waged a var of destruction in NVH. Thét is why there are capﬁured
U.S. militery prisoners and when we speak of their release we refer
to military personnel captured in both South and North viet-INam.

[ )
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Q. (7, Ia Libre Belgique)

I read in the paper this morning that"the U.S, Supreme

Court has permitted the Washington Post and the other newspapers to
continue pﬁblication of the reports. What is your opinion sbout the
value of freedom of tpe press and ere you'in favor of freedom of the
press on the day peace is restored in Viet-Kem?

A. In the NiF manifesto of 1950, in the HLF pelitical program
of 19567, in the 12—péint action program of the FRG, we have always
de$5nded derrocratic freedoms in SVN including freedom of the press.
And.in our statement of today we said that the PRG is prepared to
eﬁgage in_conversations with an administration in Saigon declaring
itself in favor of peace, etc.... on various questions including that
of guaranteeing democratic freedoms, that is to smy including freedom
of the press. )

Q. (Goldsmith, AP)

You said earlier thal you would be ready to reach an agree-
ment on Point One by itself, even if politiczl questions are not
resolved, In Paragraph B of Point 1 Mrs. Binh spéaks of the release
of all military of all parties, and I assume that this includes the
37,000 brisoners held by the Saigon administrztion. If one draws
near an agreement on Point One, taken by itself, wouldn't it be
possible for the Saigon authorities to preveht this agreement by

refusing to release the 37,000 prisoners held in SVN?
L T )
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A. The wefmohgeringAgroup which is preséntly:h power in Saigon
led by Thieﬁ is a handful of American agents. éﬁe U,5. set it up
and directs it to implement its war policy and to slaughter and jail
our compatfiots. ¥We have repeatedly denmﬁnced them. The U.S. govern-
ment must bear full responsibility for these acts. That is why if

Il

Mr. Nixon wants American captured military to come home soon he must
orﬁer hls agents to relgase all captured civilians., We will see then
if Mr. Nixon wants his group of agents to oppose or not to oppose
the interests of the SVN popwlation and of the American people. We
can recall-here the words of Mr. Mansfieid at Llhe beginning of the
conferénce that it is the dog that is vagging the tail and it should
be the other way around.

Q. (Goldsmith, AP)

ot lier

In aréer words, the release of the 37,000 prisoners held bj

Saigon is a sine que non for the implementzation of Poin# One,

A. Ve are speaking about release of all military, of all
partieq,and of civilians captured in the war. If you speak of humani-
tarian feélings why reserve it only for American military prisoners
and not to all the tens of thousands of civilians capturéd during the
war, I believe that the questions must be put in these clear tefms.-_

Q. (Mrs. Smith, KTHV, Wichita TV)

Mrs. Snith would like to ask if you accept the deadline for
withdrawal of U,S. troops, are you prepared to make known at thé same
time, immedi;tely, the names of the U.S5. military captured in SVN?

A. What we are saying is that if Mr. NHixon sets a deadline-in
1971 for withdrawal of all U,S. troops, the question of the relcase of

captured military will immediately be settled and that the captﬁred
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military will rapidly return home and the release of captured military

will be completed before this deadline set by Mr. Nixon in 1971




. population of SVN, without taking into account political

- 13 -
I am certain that if Mr. Nixon sets a deadline for withdrawal
of all U.S. ,troops, sqf that they can all go home rapidly
American wives and mothers will have the happiness to be
reunited with their husbands and children in the U.S. at

the earliest possible time.

Q. ( 77?7 )
In your statement, the government of national concord
has three component parts;can you be more explicit?

A. The three component parts represent all the

or religious opinions. 1) Members-of the PRG. 2) Individuals.
who are in the new Saigon administration and who are genuinely
in favor of peace, independence, neutrality and democracy.

j) Individuals who are neither members of the PRG nor of

the new Saigon administration I have just mentioned; these
are individuals in favor of peace, independence, neutrality
and democracy, inciuding individuals living abroad for
political reasons. If this government is made up of these
three component parts, it will reflect all social strata

of SVN, all political and religious opinions of SVN. Is

there a fpourth component?

Q.
One of the components could contain some members of

the present Saigon government?
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A. T said that a new administration must be formed
in Syigon in favor of peace, independéﬁce, neutrality and
democracy. Whether within this new administration there
would be individuals who are in the present adminiétration
is entirely up to the political,.social and religious forces.
We have nothing to do with this. This new administration
in Saigon will initiate conversations with us, PRG, to lead
to the formation of a govermment of broad national concord
and thi; new administration in Séigon may or may mot include
,*individuals who are in the present administration among the

members of the govermment of national concord. That is up

to them.

Q. (Edith Lenart - Far East Review)

A, I believe‘that I have run considerably over time,
I suggest that the next question Be the last question today
and qn&w;y we will have other opportunities to discuss this
in the future.

AQ. (Edith Lenart - Far East Review)

. -I continue to be fascinated by your "various means.'

You say that the elections within the framework of the -

constitution of SVN are worthless as long as the present

government remains in Saigon. The elections held in Octoter
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will be held in a wb;thless setting sé_the . oice for you
is elther negogiations in which you pérticipate to find
another representative government or a coup in Saigon. Do
you have other thoughts falling within the meaning of '"by
various means?" - |

A. I believe that the expression "by various means"

is very broad and I believe that the political, social and

religious forces in SVN have available to them all the

possibilities to choose these means. The question that

" arises 1s whether Mr. Nixon is prepared to renounce his

sﬁpport of the warmongeriny NVThieu group presently in
power in Saigon. And I believe that is wh& Mrs. Lenart's
question shoqld be put to Mr. Nixon. As far as we are
concerned, it is enough that there be'in Saigon an
administration standing for peace, indpendence, neutrality
and deﬁocrécy. I believe that you can thereby see our good

will and our flexibility.

. Q. {(Giniger - NYTimes)
I ask your indulgence for a moment. You referred to
your good will regarding release of the prisoners and I want
]

to call upon that good will so that you will do everything

feasible so that the 17 journalists still missing in

Indochina will be released.or that we may at least know

something about them. I know that most of them were in
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Cambodian territory when they were reportedmissing but
perhaps,you:haQe means unknown to us to find out something
about their fate. I should like to stress that this is a
problem which is al&ays present in the minds of all the
journalists here, who have been thinking about these events
very seriously since the day they occured.

A. T will not reply to Mr. Giniger's éuestion but I
must say the foilowing: the NLF, the PRG and our population

are always displaying humanitarianism, even towardg

“American soldiers who have killed our compatriots, once they

have be?n captured. We'understand the concern of our

journalist collegues about those reported missing in

Cambodia. As we said, this is a matter within the compe%ence

of the GRUNK and the FUNK. We are convinced that the GRUNK,

the FUNK and the entire ﬁoﬁulation of Cambodia feel as we

do, that they observe a policy of correctness and humanitarianism
toward American military, toward soldiers of the Saigon

puppet army as well as towardﬂ the Lon Nol soldiers captured

and toward all persons held by the armed forces of liberation

of Cambodia.

Q. (Vila - AFT)
On this very point I have here a despatch just in from
Belgrade where the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Prince

Sihanouk's government states: "the investigations ordered

by Prince Sihanouk have established that none of these
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journalists are today in the hands of the FUNK."

A. " Yot should know that what takes place in Cambodia

is within the competence of the GRUNK and the FUNK,

I will end my briefing at this time.





