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Lzdies and Coatlemen

We have ezamined carefully youry remarks of lazt week and will continue to der g0
itoan altempt to find cowrvon areas of agrecwsar. If they wean that you wish ar
last i enter into serious negstiations, we would welcoue such an sttiiuue on
yYeur part,

Lxamination of the varicus points of your latest proposale makes it cvident hat
quastions a1ising frem their contente necessitate seriouvs negotiziion Dotueen
all parties concerned., We will wish to explore them further with vou, and in
subsequent wmzetings we will be teeking clerificstion on specific po: . Oui
analysis thes far, however, indicates that desplite Some new elements, your pyo-
pozals do not seem to change your wongmassorted heele demands or dndicute your
intention te end the fighting.
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Ii: respect to your deadline for the total withdrawal of 1. S. forces, you
erutmerate certain measuvres whick you demand the United States Goverrnment accept
"without posing any conditions whatscever." fThote demands are o sweeping sud
categorical in nature thsat we cannot possibly sccept your arbitrary determinstion
that they must be agreed to by us without any discussien or negotiation upon fhan.
This represents an approach which is the very antithesis of what is gonerally
recognized as the process of negotiation.

Your offer to "agree on the modalities" of safe wlthdrewal and release of nrizouers
after a date for withdrawal has been named is unclear and wmay be mevely a vari-

aticn of your previous statement that the parties "will cngage at once in discussions
on" these questions, not necessarily committing you to the course of nction implied,
This point, as well as others you have presented, requires clarification.

On the prisoner of war issue itself, we note that you do not deal with the relzasso
of those prisomers captured by your forces or forces under vour control in Lacs
and Cambodia. We continue to hold you responsible for the release of these men
and for the provision of whatever informatioun you have on all of our men captured
and migsing In action throughout Indochina.

On the question of political settlement in South Viet-Nam, you continue to insist.
that the present government of the Republic of Viet-Nam must be replaced by one
which fulfills your own criteria. Our poliey on this point has always baen
perfectly clear and remains so. We will not impose any government on the people
of South Viet-Nam, who must be allowed to determine for themselves their own
future. This question must be discussed amongst the South Vietnamese themselves,
in particular between your side and the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam.
You have always obstructed that process of nagotiation despite the fact that this
Conference was originally convoked with such a procedure as one of its principal
obiectives,
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a1l of Yuduching coutd ba aohibe ad, this would befter
atmospheve for fruicful dels bif“i?ﬂnu.

You have sssovted thar yuur Propesals are intended ag a major initiative, aud
we vecognizoe that L rivg seriocus ﬂjanwcicn. You
canust, howevor, K ; e for sveh dizcussions,

We sre rezdy, as ve slways havg bBeen, g tale vy wich you any pointe ulich you
ey or might hring to ooy atoention, and we cupect you in turn to adopt the

Same atiitude tovard auy duggestions made by us. It would be aluwost unprecedented
1oy a negotiztion to take sny other course.
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If real regotiztions are to take p}ace these mectings must gtop being vued by yeu
simply for propsganda purpeses end must be deveted instead to constrociive
interchanges,

fresh start here. 1 propage {not the noxt mocting be
i ve could explove further Yoeur proposals as well ps

! “riw, frec frem the glave of publicity and without the nked to
make public siztemonts eivept to the dc" ree ve mutvally agree wpon, could provide’
a better atwosphere for productive discussions,






