
at th~' On':;,,:; Hundred .:1\_~d '.I.\·;('~-;L:{(·t.b I-'!cn:"",TY S(~ns:!.on 
or the !:'ari~,I L?(:!tfn?,:~ on Vi~l-j\}jm 

July 0, 1971 

- _________________ n ___________ ~_" ___________ •. _. ____________________ •• __________ ~ 

H(~ ha.ve e)~amined c:!Tefu1.J.y YCH'r remRrks of l.a,st \'leek and \Jill cont:t'rn·,· tQ du ~;O 
in .1.n D.ttc~'{!pt to find Cl)~"'.~ion areas of agrecFlPilt. If th(-:y H;can th,::;L yet1 'v7;;_.'511 
l~;,~-;t i,,,:, enter i.nto serious rregot::i_aL~.ons~ ".]0 ~](hild w'C1CO!.lG sl1ch CJ:n sttj.tuJe: U:_1 

yuur part. 

Examination of the various points of your latest propot-Jals 1;;01,:e~; j.t cv-:i.dent th:.:t. 
qUf!.stions H1J.I.'ing from their contents neceG!:<!.tatc serious })Pgot:i.C11:2.c.\n iH:tv;er:n 
nll p&rtie_s COJ1cerned. h'e w~~11 Hi.sh to explore l:hem further 'with YOt!, ane]. in 
Et:bsequ0_nt: lr\~_c~tings 1~e Hill be !.:(--:e.k1.ng clB.r:ific;~tion on specific pO:b_1~~S. QUi 

nnnlysis the!~ far, hQ"'i',;(;::\~(')r, indicates that d(:q_,~~.tl·! sene neY,~ ele7'~:·i"l1.~l, your pr0-
posa1::. do .n!)t t:eem to ch':i1i.f~e your longoaassPI"tcd b2,E;:lC (fo[1;fi.!1dc or :t~";;d:L::i.!tc your' 
i_ntention to end the f:Lehting .. 

In l~eSpe(;t to your dcndl:tne for the total Hith3rH\,'al of U. S. forcEs, ~VO~J 
eW.IiflCl.·ate cert.2:in ~ile.':'SU:t·cs which you den'.anrl the Uni.ted Statcs Go\t~rn~-r-cnt accept 
I/\Vi.thout po£,ing any cot'.ditions ",hatece"~·er. II The Sf: de,;-:al1ci.s are so S\~Tccp).ng 8Pd_ 
categori.cal in nature thn_t \,,-e C8p.not pos[;ibl.y {--',cc~pt y;-,ur arbitra;-y dctcl"rd"n~.t:;.t."';-I 
that they must he agreed to by us without any d:i.sc.us::;ioti or negot:i.atiua upon thc,n~ 
This repres(;nts an approach which is the V'ory Rntithesis of what is gc.nC':-:ally 
recognized as the process of negotiation. 

Your offer to "agree on the modaHties" of saf€! wlthdra"al and releaee of prieOl,e~s 
after a' datn for withdrawal has been named is un.clear and may be l1~crely a vari ... 
ation of your previous st.atement that the parties "uill engage at onCE: i.n d5.Bc'.1st~lon5 

on" these questions, not necesf;arily committing you to th'2 course of pction implied. 
This point, as Hell as others YOtl ha'le presented, reqtlires clarification. 

On the- prisoner of war issue i-tself, we note th8.t you do not deal H:lth the rel"ase 
of those pri~oners captured by your forces 01' forces under your control in taos 
and Cambodia. I,e continue to hold you responsible for the release of these mer. 
and for thE> provision of "hatev-er information you have on all of our men captured 
and missing in action throughout Indochina. 

On the question of political settlement in South Viet-Nam, you continue to insist, 
that the present government of the Republic. of Viet-Nam must be repJ,,_ced by one 
which fulfills your own criteria. Our policy on this point has always been 
perfectly clear and remains so. We will not impose any government on the people 
of South Viet-Nam, who must be allowed to determine for themselves their own 
future. This question must be discussed amongst the South Vietnamese themselves, 
in particular between your side and the Government of the Republic of Viet-Narn. 
You have al"ays obstructed that process of negotiation despite the fact that this 
Conference "u's originzlly convoked with Stich s procedure as one of its pdncipal 
objectives. 



., 2 -

\,\;; ,)';"C erpc:.c:LH!.iy d:t:;3?l'-':!<n'i"_ed U". :tn you':: rii'(~(,Gr;~~l~; y::.u stJ11 f.;l.:cJ..';!~ f:r1 lil~I:.tng tb~; q\}l~:;tion of C(':~·_:_'ie.-f':.,::co tG YC;U:i. p;)11,L:ic[',1 dc:Y~·,,:!1l(~8 r.ache:'[ t;l,',(; to 1~1\,~: u~-r.,(-;~~(t: n:-'{'_(~, tel t:top the kil1.inp.. rr '':!"1 e:},J'1y e:..:d to th;::; f1S',bt'Jp~~ thre::,-<:r;,,)ut ;~11 of Inr1l,chi.,j,1 could 1J~: f~chj(.!~7edt this \!onld iu,'r,(·d:i.lltely crc{~te rt h\'Jch better tlt!(lof.;pherc [Gr frui.t.:fu'L d-;;"l).hcrat:;'ons. 

Yov h:1\;e ;'~!~~,Ci~ti:;.d th~.t your prOp(>f;Hl.J. are intended a£1 a. major init:tutiv'2, 8.110. \'Ie rc.c.or,(d.;~(: lb.·,t tb:2)' deDI \·lith 'Ci-1U"Cl'S ;:--e~i.!:t1.":i.,"l)g serious (!.j,[,etl~f.·.iun. You caITi'.c>t, 1"h1'i.H:\'Lr" ~;r::t-~:ic;t r-h{;( tht:j' [()n;; Lbc 0;r1y h;,[;is fOl.' speh dj:!Ct!E«i.nns~ He. <'_lOr,; rC'D,dy~ ;:'.5 \i(! Eh~'u,y.'~ h["v~\ b2(:"D~ to t:~d~c.'up il'ith you rtl1Y po7.ntc. T,:'h:i.eh you ha\h~ or m:i.r,'nt 1.n'lng to (",~~" ntt('!ltion, iihd i.;e c:::pc>ct YOtt in turn to ru]pr,t the S[H:1C; t!ttitldl:', ltj~/ard eli)' :-.n.;g~~estion$ nude by u:;.. It ~':ould Lt'. alr:-,:q:;t unpi·c.:cc:d(;'nl~(;.d for a negoti.cltcn to t~ke any otller cotlrsc. 

If real nc(;otjE-:tioHS are to take placet thE:se meetings mU'st stop bein['; u:Hxl by YOll simply fOOt prDI;Hganda. purposes and must be de-voted inst(;;ad to con[)tl~uc-t:i\'"c interchanges. 

Let us mal:i.:! :[.: fr(~~h :'::Uu:t here. I propnse th;~t the next rn:::cting he: ;:; n~f:tricteJ 5E~Gsion at \.+~ic~~ ~,'f:: could eX'~l()re furlher ycu:c propon;.llG an vell. ;]p; di~;cuss OU1" O\,t11. 3UC!i C:. f(!::C,lL"I, fl.·C:c from th("~ g1<:,1:C of "p"Ui)liclty nnd \·,'1_thout: thL ticed to make puhlic rt:atc~!~rltG e:):cept to the degree \/2 liiutUf!lly ';:.&1.."(,8 upon, c':0uld pro"lIide' a better &t}nnsphere for ploductive discussions. 




