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Q. (Hess - NYTIMES)

Have there been private meetings with the U, S. and is a
ieeting contemplated with Mr. Kissinger who is arviving
Saturday?

A. You are really asking two queétions and we will
answer both. First, we have no information on that subject.
Second, we have already answered you in the past but we wish
to reaffirm today that if Mr. Kissinger proposes to meei with
either Minister Xuan Thuy or Mr. Le Duc Tho, for cur part we
would be prepsred to exusmine this proposazl., We ghouwld like
alsc to reps:. that the format of the weeting matters Little
o uz what 1. esscalie

’

tration 1s vrepared to end the war in Viet-Naw or noei, to
Iy J

te to koow whether the MHixon adninia-

give a positive answar o the PRG's Seven Points or not,

Q. (Edith Lenaxi - Far Last Review)
In his interview with Ie Duce Tho, Mr. Lewls of the New
York Times reporte, but not beiwsen gueotation mﬂrﬁm Lhat M,
I i

Le Duc Tho gave him the impression thab you would agree to

.

discuss with the Saigon Goverument withceut President Thieu.

.

This seemsg to me to be slightly different from your vsual
position.

A. Receutly in his meecting with Mr. lLewis, Mr. Le Duc
Tho expressed a viewpoint which is the verfect reflection of

)]

Point II of the Seven Points, i.e., the warmongering grou

e

presently in power in Saigon directed by Npuyen Van Thieu is
set up by the United States thus the United States nust cease
to support it, cease all its maneuvering including decentive
maneuvers in connection with elections aiming at keeping Thi=u

in place.
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|
| Mr. Lewis asked Mr. Tho '"how does one change this
|

warmongering group and at what point?"  The answer is, the
ﬁnited States set up this wammongering group and naturally it

rust now cease supgorting it, the sooner the better.

As to the choice of means, this is up to the Nixon administration

it can chooeose the means best suited to it.

Q. By Dutch Journalist
You have explained that the U.S. proposal to hold

r

restricted sessions is & maneuver. Can you tell me how a

i

restricted session in the present context ecould be detrimental?
You have announced that political discussions would take place
after an agreement is resched on withdrawal of U. S. troops.
Dees it mean that they will sake place during withdrawal or
aftter withdrawal is conploted?

A. T don't believe that we should attach too much
imgportzvice to the question of ihe Loaﬁsiof the meetings.
We have repeatedly exnlained our positlun and Minigter Xusn

Thuy repeated it at todey's scgsion when he stated that what

matters above all ig for the Amsricans to end their aggressio
gilve a positive response to the ceven points. Whether
the eetings are rectricted ones, enlarged or public ones

matters little. T beliecve that we should focus our

I

T

3

i)

ention on the following facts: Madame Blnh has put

forward the seven-point propesal but up to now Mr. Nizon
continues to refuse to give @ positive answer to it. Remember
also that Madamz Binh had prezented her eight points in
September 1970 and to date, carly July, Mr. Nixon has not

vet replied to this cecight~point proposal and yet nine months

should be enough. Why does he continue to refuse to give
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% public reply to the question on a deadline for withdrawal
éf U.5. troops in 1971 so that U.S. military, both on duty
and prisoners, can go home? Why does he believe that he
cannot give a public response in the enlarged frameWOLh of
this conference? What does he fear? Perhaps he fears public
opinion, he is afraid to reveal the war schemes of hisg
Administration and thus he hasg sought by every means to

avoid the answer and in fact it was precisely to avoid

having to give a frank and positive answer to Madame Binh's
seven points that the U.S. delegate put forward hig propecesal
to hold restricted sessions. We hag gide stepped the question
of deadline for withdrawal in 1971 of tr roops of the U.S. aud
of the other countries in the U.S. camp from Scouth Viet~Nan
in erder not to permit captured wilits ary personnel of the

U.5. to go home rapidiy 2nd in order not to reach a cease-fira
betwezen the Popular Armed Torces of Liberation of South Viet-
Nam and the U.S. forces. As for your second question, I
belicve that the U.S. has used military and political
maneuvelrs to cerry cut neo-colonialise in South Viet-Nzm.

Thus in order to rectore peace in Viet-Nam it is indispenssble
that the U.S. put an end to its aggregsion, withdraw fiom
South Viet-Nam all its troops and those of the other foreign
countries in its camp rencunce the introduction of neo-
colonialism in South Viet~Nam. The U.S. must give a positive
response to the seven points the following two of which are
basic: (1) deadline for withdrawal in 1971 from South Viet-
Nam of all the troops of the U.S. and of the foreign countries
of the U.S. camp; (2) ceasge to support the warmongering group

presently in power in Saigon and led by Nguyen van Thieu.
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Renounce all maneuvering including deceptions in comnection
with the elections that aim at keeping Thieu in power; leave
political,religious and social forces in South Viet-Nam who
stand for pesce, indepencdence, neutrality and democracy to
form a government and initiazte coaversétions with the FRG
yith a view toward the formation ol a three-component
government of rational concowd. An overall and radicei
settiement of the Vietiomese problem can only he obtained If
there is agreement on atil the guesticns mentloned in thea
geven points ~- epecificnlly pointe one arnd two -~ ouly such

P

an agrecment on 2}l guestions cnu grarsntes the national

fundamental rights of the View

prople, the wight of

oA

the Souith Vietpsoose populatics to self-deterwingtion and

P . J- 3 - Prd [T A e o a A
& lasting pesace in Vieo-dom gl

couihesst Asta. T hils reply

My. Lewis, Mr. Le Duc Tho said the following, T quote,

t if in the wrocese of negetietion it is pocsible for an
srosment to come about on qusgiicne wmentiomed io point oue

e o fE e - .~k - i L.
tomediatoly follew, Which

means 1f the U.S. sets a desdiine for withdrawal from South
Viet-Nam in 1971 of ail the tyoops of the U.8. and of the
other foreign countries fa tha U.S. comp the parties will
jmmediately come to an agreement on the mod:

and the release

iy
T
[
[
W1
-
“a
b,
-
[ py
jah
=
el
el
=
i)
= R

cuaranteeing the security ol
of all wmilitary of all partiez and of all civilians captured
in the war. These two operations will begin on the same

date and end on the same date. A ceasae-fire will be observed
at cnce by the PAFL/SVN and by the forces of the U.S. and

of the other foreign countries in the U.5. camp as soon as

an agreement has been rasched on the withdrawal of all the
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troops of the U.S. and its camp. To sum‘up, as a token of
goodwill, we believe that if the U.S.'expresses its
agreement on questions mentioned in point one, mhlch I
listed above, its implementation can follow immediately
to enable all U.S. military personnsl, on duty or captured,
,F0 g0 home in the course of this year and thus not lengthen
the list of GI's killed or wounded. Meanwhile the discussions
will continue on the other points to reach an aoreement on ail
questions mentioned in the seven pdints in order to cone to
an agrecment on the oversll Vietnzmese problem.
Q:  Shub, Waeh. Post

You gaid that My, Xuaon ity Cook the floow five timss
and you reported on two of his statements whet was the

substance of the otrher three statementa?

A o. T m - P et by T T 6 ri e e 1 Y T
Ar As fav as his othe: fratoments are concernped, Mr., Nusn
thuy said cither that he approved Medeme Biah'e vievpoinis

atter the prepared statsmanic or fhar ha concuryed with hev

propoesal to meet next Thursday as usual for the 121t Ssreion.





