
---' Pol. Set. 
FILE SU8J. 

DR\! Press Jldcfing - July 1, 19i'l 
"Nguyen Thn.nh LI;~ 

DATE 

7/71 

SUB-CAT. 

Questions and An3Kers 

Q. (G {n{'''~r - N'e" y'o~k 'i"~er) -.L. ..!...o>'::. .~/. ~_ - ..... .Lal .) Is there a causal relationship 

between Hr. Le Duc Tho's arrival and the presentation of the peace 

plan today or is this mere coincidence? 

A. Mr, Ciniger, I Hant to tell you very sincerely that Hr. 

Le Duc Tho made the purpose of his c0:11ing to Par:ts perfectly clear 

when he arrived last Thursday. Concerning Mme Binh' s sta t('Hl[-mt of 

today, as far as l07e knm-' she was instructed by the PRG to present 

her statement at today's session. But before presenting her 7-point 

statement to today's session, E<me Binh had previously requested an 

exchange of viel"8 with him. For our part, we warmly a.pplaud the,;e 

seven points and it was in that spirit that Hinister Xuan Thuy 

drafted his declaration of toddY. 

Q. (Shub - Washington Post) - Hr. Lc Duc Tho continues to 

carry the title of special adviGor to your delegation. Hr. !Lenry 

Kissinger, who is the principal advisor of the President of the 

United State1;, will arrive in Paris next week. Would Hr. Le Due 

TllO be ready to meet wi th him? 

A. If for instance Hr. Kissinger Ivere to suggest a meet:tng 

with Hinister Xuan Thuy or Hr. Le Due Tho, for our part, we .)i11 

be agreeable. But we have also said repeatedly. right here in 

fact, that the fonna.t of the meeting -- official or private 

matters little, vIhat does matter is to lw.ow that Hr. Nixon is 
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prepared to settle peacefully the Vietnamese 'problem and also to 

kno~'T if Mr. Nixon will give a positive response to the 7-point plan 

presented today by the PRG. 

Q. (Cohler - vJestingbouse) - Concerning the portion of today's 

proposal which concerns you most directly, ,that is to say captured 

pilots who may be released, does today's proposal mean that all 

pilol:s wO'.lld be released, or does it mean all men whose names appear 

on the list distributed last December? 

A. It is said in point 1 of Mille Binh's peace plan that if Mr. 

Nixon sets a deadline for withdra.val of U. S. troops from South 

Viet-Nam, as well as troops of the American camp, in 1971, the 

parties will come to an agreement on procedural arrangements for 

the release of all captured military of all parties and of all 

civi lians captured during the war. Speaking for the DRV, we agree 

with the PRG. That is to say that if Mr. Nixon sets a deadline for 

this withdrawal, the two operations, i.e., troop withdrawal and 

release of the captured military, y1ill begin on the Same date and 

will be completed on the same date. We have already published the 

~p)ete list of American pilots captured in North Viet-Nam, and 

naturally, after an agreement concerning point 1, we will release 

all American pilots captured in the North in accordance with the 

precedures contained in this point. Also, let us assume that Mr. 

Nixon sets a date: August 1 or Septer,lber 1, for withdrawal of all 

American troops and of all the troops within the American camp ., 
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then on that date all captured military will be released also. 

Q. (Prevost - AFP) - Concerning point 4 of Hme Blnh I s plan 

on reunification, "the reunification of Viet-Nam \ViII be carried 

out step by step through a . . . on the basis . . etc." I seem 

to recall that the 1954 Geneva Accords had contemplated reunification 

through free elections. Is this ne\\1 that the idea of elections 

between the two zones is abandoned or \VIta t? 

A. As you know, in the 1954 Gene~a Accords, there is a 

provision that general elections aimed at reunification of Viet-Ram 

will be organized on July 20, 1956, but the American administration 

a t the time had done everything to sab otage thi s provi.s ion D.na thus 

Viet-Nam reunification has not been carried out up to no~v. The 

Vietnamese people is one and the Vietnamese nation is one. This 

is very simple and clear. But under the present circumstances 

marked by sabotage by the United States Government of the Geneva 

Accords and of the national fundamental rights of the Vietnamese 

people, Viet-Nam continues to remain provisionally divided into 

two zones. In point 4 of the 7-point statement of Mine Binh, it is 

pointed out that pending peaceful reunification of the country, 

the two zones ~vill maintain relations in various areas, economic, 

cultural, etc. And that reunification will be effected step by 

step and through peaceful means. These questions will be discussed 

by qualified representatives of the two zones. Pending reunification 

.. 
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Nor~h Viet-Nam respects the right of the South Vietnamese population 

to self-determination. As Minister Xuan Thuy said today, "the 

popula.tion of North Viet-Nam respects the aspirations of the South 

Vietnamese population to peace, independence, neutrality and 

tl democracy, 

Q. (Goldsmith - AP) - Mr. Ziegler has just told the press in 

Hashington that }1me Binh's plan contains positive elements as well 

as clearly negative elements. I "ould therefore like to ask if 

Mme 'Binh' s plan, and particularly point 1, must be accepted as such 

by the United States~ or if it is p~oposed as a basis for discussion? 

A. As I said earlier, the 7-point plan presented by Mme Binh 

reflects a perfectly just position, goodw'ill and flexibility. 

Concerning point 1, we have repeatedly s&id that ,ve are the victims 

of the aggression of the United States ano. ,ve have paid with our 

blood for our struggle. Recently several American newspapers, 

published excerpts from the Pentagon secret reports and it appears 

that the United States has been dravling up plans for aggression 

and intervention against Viet-Nam for many years, one might say 

for about 30 years. Since the United States is the aggressor, it 

must put an end to the aggression. Since taking office, Mr, Nixon 

has made quite a few statements to the effect that he also wants 

peace and rapid return of American troops. But Mr. Nixon's deeds 

give the lie to these words. If Hr. Nixon really wmts peace, an 

.. 
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end to the war, rapid repat:.:iaLion of U. S. troops, and w'ants 

captured American soldiers to CODe heme soon, then he should respond 

positively to the seven points of }fme Binh" including poi.nt 1. 

Tbe sooner he sets the deadline for withdrawal of U. S. troops, the 

sooner U. S. soldiers, including tl"Lcse captured, will go home. 

Actually, we can say that tbe United States llas a nU!Tlber of means 

available for a very speedy repatriation of U. S. troops, General 

David Shoup has said that 15 days w'ould suffice to bring all the 

'troops home. 

Q. (Lenart - Far East Review) - In Mme Binh's 7-point program, 

point 7 refers to international guarantees for the agreements that: 
proposa1 would be reached, and a t the same time, there is a new Pc: thet Lao/ 

to find a solution to the confHct in Laos. In reading your statc-

ment, and particularly point 7, and in considering the Pathet Lao 

statement, can we say that you lVould display a little more flex:i.bilii:y 

about Mr. Nixon's proposal of last October for a broadened cohference 

on Indochina? 

A. Concerning Laos, please refer again to the 5-point 

declaration of March G, 1970, of the Patbet Lao, Prince Souphilnouvong's 

message of April 27, 1971, and his latest message of June 22 to 

Prince Souvana Pll0uma. Concerning point 7, as I said earlier, there 
are ney1 elements compared to what has been said before, that is to 

say, compared to the ten points. Naturally, the parties will come 

to agreement on observance and international guarantees of the .. 
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agreements reached. 

Q. (Giniger - Ne,,r York Times) - You have almost answered my 

question, I wanted to know if the search for agreement on inter­

nation,'ll guarantees could take place at a conference of the Geileva 

type? 

A. The Paris Conference on Vie,'c-Nam, as the name indicates, 

discusses the Vietnamese question. In point 7, the parties will 

come to agreement on observance and international guarantees of 

the agreements reached, and naturally, the parties will discuss 

these questions. 

Q. (Dutch journalist) - Most llm,rspapers which published the 

Pentagon report refer to the operations of U. S. troops against 

North Vietnamese forces in Laos, Cambodia and South Viet-Nam. 

Concerning the presence of your troops in those countries, are 

the Pentagon reports based on accurate data or not? 

A. On this point, the Pentagon documents revealed part of 

the truth. Have you read all the press excerpts published by the 

New York Times, the I-Jashin...eton Post, and other newspapers on the 

evolution of the American aggression for some 30 years against 

Viet-Nam? He suggest you read them; recently, we released the 

I-Jhite Book of the Foreign Affairs l1inistry of the DRV on that 

aggression for the last 20 years. Last Thursday, we also released 

a docUDlent telling the truth about the so-called Gulf of Tonkin 

t. 
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incident, as well as a Hhit:e. Bool: of the Lao Patriotic Front on 

inteI"Vention by the United States in Laos for many years. You 

certc:inly know that yesterday Senator Hike Cravel disclosed a 

number of documents about the P.merican aggression. The United 

States is the sole aggressor in Viet-·Nam an-d Indochina. 

Q. (Vi lla - AFr) - Some'"ila t on the fringes of the conference, 

this is a question which is very importcmt to all of us, it's about 

the fate of our 17 colleagues missing in Indochina, D:ld particularly 

in Cambodia. You have replied that this is up to Prince Sihanouk's 

government, but there is a dispatch quoting the ~finister of Foreign 

Affairs of CRUNK as saying that Prince Sihanouk's investigations 

have established that no journalist is in the hands of FUh1C 

Would the release of all civilians lead us to hope that: we could 

have information about their fate? 

A. I will answer Nr. Villa on the following points. First, 

the Paris Conference on Viet-Nam has as its goal settling the 

Vietnamese prob lem, and the 7-poJnt plan presented by Nme Binh 

today falls witbin this framework. Concerning Nr. Villa's question, 

let me tell you a secret: For many years I was a journalist myself, 

I understand them very well and I have great respect for them. 

Concerning journalists missing in Cambodia, Nr. Villa and our 

colleagues must certainly know that there have been up to no,,, 

journalists who were camping in the liberated areas under GRmnC 

control. As you also know, the individuals who had penetrated these 
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liberated areas have been freed, including some Frenchmen as well 

as the American journalists who have been freed by the GRUNK 

presided by Prince Sihanouk. You !!lay know that the Lon Nol group 

slanderously assErted that some journalists, had been liquidated by 

Cambodia's lib era tioD front. But shortly afterwards, the: lib era tion 

forces and the GRut-HZ succeeded in discovering the8e journalists and 

freeing them as it did ,'lith the U. S. no\Vs woman, Catherine Hebb. 

It appears from Mr. Cho Sang, one of the leaders of Prince 

S1.hanouk'8 GRUNK, that all the journalists vJho had been captured 

in Cambodia have already been freeo. About those still missing, 

the GRUNK bears t:'le responsibility in their case, however, it 

has done everything to look for them and will continue to do so . 
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