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Q. (Goldsmith - AP) - Is it correct to say that in its 

present: fonn Mrs. Binh's plan is un.acceptable? 

A. - The communists maintain their two preconditions o_s before 

\·;hich are p:c-econditions to negotiation. They continue to denand 

the surrender of the o~pol1ent at the neeting table which they were 

unable to obtain on the battlefield. Far fro::n it, the evolution 

of the situation in Indochina shows very clearly every day that 

the communists have failed in their conquest of SVN and that 

thei.r policy leads them straight to failure. l'or us, He have 

always said we are ready to negotiate without preconditions all 

prob lems and in any kind of me.eting. He are ready to look for a 

negotiated solution with great openness of mind, but if you say a 

negotiv_ ted solution, obvious ly this implies a solution acceptab Ie 

to both sides which must feature reciprocal actions and measures. 

Q. (Goldsmith·· AP) - So the reply to my question is yes? 

I asked if in its present form this p!.an is unacceptab Ie. 

A. You have Ambassador Lam's remarks, it is all very clear. 

Q. (Giniger - New York Times) - Were Ambassador Lam's 

supplementary .re:narks a reply to 11rs. Binh' s plan this morning? 

A. His remark:'.' addressed themselves to that subject. You 

have the text. They constiLute- ,n:-elimin8.ry rem"lrks and he reser")ed 
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the seven points. 

Q. (Valery'- New York Daily News) - if we accept your thesis 

on the t,'lO preconditions, and I aSSUXllG you refer to the rcques t for 

a date for ur!conditional witbdra,val of U. S. troops and at the same 

time to the remarks concerning President Thieu. 

A. \~hich is the legal and elected regime of the GVN. 

Q. (Valery - New York DAily News) .. Granting you that these 

remarks are valid, don't you believe that there is a rather 

considerable change in the details of the offer just presented, 

particularly concerning simultaneous occurrence of troop withdra"lal 

and prisoner release which was not the case before? 

A. You mean POHs release. There is always a preconditi.on. 

The deadline must be announced first. As for the release proposed 

by the communists, i.t i.s not unconditional and immediate release 

of all military of the t",o camps as in our proposal. The communists 

are using the prisoners they hold as a bargaining counter to secure 

military concessions from our side and they have done it in a most 

open and cynical manner: using the fate of· the military prisoners 

as a bargaining device. 

Q. (Shub - Hashington Post) - Everyone knows that in a fe", 

months presidential elections will be held in SVN and they could .. 
play an important part in the further evolution of this matter. Is 

your government prepared to con~id8r the possibility of negotiating 
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either hore or elsewhere the supervision of these electi_ons by joint 

commission? 

A. VIe have proposed here that to solve the Vietnamese 

political problem free elections be held in which all politico.l 

forces in SVN, including the so-called NLF, may participate on an 

equal footing, and ~ve have proposed to place such elections under 

international control. He have proposed to initiate conversations 

Vlith the other side right away about the procedures and the schedule 

for such elections. This remains on the meeting table. As to the 

forthcoming elections in SVN, they represent the normal functioning 

of our democracy according to the schedule set by our const:i.tution. 

So we are dea ling with two different things. 

Q. (Valery - New York Daily News) - Mr. Dan, once more, 

outside the fact that according.to you the two preconditions 

remain, don't you see anything new in Mrne Binh's text? 

A. The entire answer is contained in Amb. Lam's preliminary 

comment. The basic demands of the communists remain unchanged. 

Q. (Goldsmith - AP) - How many NVN and VC prisoners are 

being held by your government? 

A. I have the figures here. As of the end of March 1971, the 

total had rea~hed 37,616 POVIs, including 8601 North Vietnamese. 

Q. (Goldsmith - AP) - The mreaining 29,000 are therefore 

SVN corrmmnists. 




