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[Memorandum of Comrade Nguyen Thanh Le's press conference after the 120th session]

[Text ] Comrade Nguyen Thanh Le said: Today, at the 120th session, in additicn to his
prepared speech, Minister ¥uan Thuy made five additional remarks, including two

long ones. fiComrade Le made these two remarks: first remark--please read it in the
report already sent home; second remark--1 have cn many pccecasions pointed out that
although the United States engages in more propaganda than anyone else, it accuses
other people of propagandlzing. It is probabkly its nabit to make charges against
people. I am not inflexible on the format of the meeting but I pay more attenticn
to content and good will for negotiations.

However, I observe at the meeting that the United Statss has evaded giving a serious
response To the seven-point proposal and has sidestepped setting a troop withdrawal
deadline. We have long ralsed the question of such a deadline in extremely specific
terms. Why has the United States not been able to respond? In a word, the United
States refuses to set a deadline for the rapitd withdrawal of all its troops and those
of the other foreign countries in the U.5. camp from Scuth Vietnam.

(Thus, in actuality, the United States prevents captured U.S. combat troops and
civilians captured in the war from returning to their families at an early date.

(I suggest that the U.S. delegate ponder the ldeas that we have advanced, and I
agree Wwitn Minister Madame Binh that the session will be as usual next Thursday.
At the next session I will be ready to hear the U.S, delegate respond to the seven
points, especially on the deadlire for the total withdrawal of U.S. treops and
those of tne other foreign countries in the ¥.8. camp from South Vietnam.)

Now, as spokesman of our delegation, I would like to comment about the U.S. delegatefs
statementz today:

on 1 July, Minister Madame Nguyen Thi Binh set forth the very important seven-point
pedce initiative which broad publie opinien in South Vietnam, France, the United
States, ana throughout the world has warmly approved, considering 1t a significant
contribution to moving the Paris conference forward and as a correct basis, one full
of good wi:l, for a peaceful settlement of the Vietnam problem.

Since then, 1 week has elapsed. In other words, the U.S. delsgate has had encugh tims
to study the new PRC peace proposal carefully and to advance a positive reply to it.

However, at todayis session, he did net respond. He still avoided giving a positive

and conerete reply to the seven-point proposal. The United States is still trying to
evade the setting of a deadline for the totai withdrawal of U.8. treoops and those

of the other foreign countries in the U.S. camp from Scuth Vietnam in 1971. It still
refuses to end its support for the prssent warlike ruling clique in Saigon headed by

Nguyen Van Thieu.

The U.S. delegate alleged that the Vietnamese people do not want to end the war. Tt
is because the United States is pursuing its war of aggression that it still refuses
to give a poslitive response to the saven peints. On & July. 1971, Mr Kixon stated
that the United States would pursue the poliey of Vietnamization; in eother werds, it
would prosecute the war and continue to carry out its scheme of implementing neo-
colonialism in South Vietnam.
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Sines the beginning of this Year, the paitriotic fight of the Vietnamese people,

a5 well as that or the other Indechinese peoplez, has witnessed many new things;
these are the resounding vieteories on Highway * | in Snuol and many other places;
the struggle whish 18 surging in the tountryside and, more Seethingly than ever,

in the urban zentres or South Viet Nam; the "spring offensive" in"the United States
linking up the struggles on either Side of the Pacifie against the 4.8, eriminal
wiar of aggression, for peace and friendship between the people of Vist Nam and

the other Indochinese countries and the Ameriecan pezogple,

Premier Pham Van Dong went an:

"At Present a new thing is drawing the attantion of publie opinion in 3aigon,
Washington and almost all other parts of the worid, arousing boundless sympathy

and hope: that is the ssven peints of the Provisienail Revilutionary Government

of the Republic of South Viet Nam which wers izsued From Kieber Strast in Paris

and whith have been warmly welcomed by broad publie opinion in the world whieh
congiders them to be a torrzet, realistie and timely soiutden, Hence, many questions
hiave been put tgo the ©.§, administration, the most burning of which is the fellowing:
Why the 0.8, administrati&nj thess whoe have made 2 nolsy clamour about the question
of captured rllots, do not take this opportunity to end the war of aggression,
withdraw all 1.3, troops home ang thereby bring the taptured piluts baek to their
families?

"Another urgent yuesticn is why the U.S. ddministration, those who used to talk

big abuut the right to gelf-determinatiaon of the Scuth Vietnamese reople, do not

take this opportunity to Stop backing the present bellicoze ruling group in Saigon
headed by Nguyen Van Thieu and let the Scuth Vietnamese people exercise treirp genuine
right or Belf-determination? These quastiens bull down to this:. What do the rulers
in the White House and Pentagon reilly want? Pezae or war? A political 2alution

¢r the continuatisn or their military adventurae? To talk 1in good faith, to reach

a szttlement orf all problems or te prolang the war of aggression by odicus manoeyvres
and schemes about whizh the "senrat study"” of the Pentagon concerning the Viet Nam
war being published in the 17.§, has revealed only part of the truth?"

Premier Fham Van Dong stressed that the Vietnamese I'sopls are determined to rut into
practice the sacred testament or President Ho Chi Minh, persist in and step up the
resistance to V.3, aggression for national salvation, continue to stand shoulder to
Shoulder with the Lac and Gambodian peoples to defeat the common enemy and drive

the 1.5, aggressors nut of the Indrochinese Peninsulia,

Premier Fnam W¥an Dong expressed the prafound gratitude of the Vietnamese party,
govermment and Pecple to the Mongoilian people, party ang government for their
heartfelt support ang assistance to the Vietnamese peoplets patrictic struggle
and secciazlist constructicn,

The reception took Place in a very sordial and friendly atmosphere.
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mo ovade the questilon of seiting a date ior the complete withdrawal of U.8 troops
arnd those of the other foreign countries in the U §. camp from Soutn Vietnam, the
U.5. delegate proposed trat a restricted meet g nelid

Minister Xuan Thuy WaGd sritical w3 T reported eariier.

We request that the Nixon administration give an early and positive response to the
seven-point proposal if it really wdants to end tne war, really aspires to peace,
and really means to negotiite seriously.

J. Hess (New York TIMES1: dave there Deen any private meétings and is a meeting
contemplated with Mr Kissinger who 15 arriving in Paris Saturday?

Answer: You are really asking two GQuestions. I will answer both:
The first questicn: We have no information on that subJeect. (laughter)

is for the second question, ab I ansWwercd your {uestion the last time, i Mr
igsinger proposes Lo mect Wi‘h either Minister Xuan Thuy or Mr Le Duc Tho, we will

is Wwe have repeatedly caid, the format of tne meeting matoters little. What 1is
ecssential 1s to know whether tne Nixon administration wants to end the war of
appression in Vietnam or not, Lo five 2 Dosltive response to Minlster Madame
Hruyen Thi Binhfs seven-point peace 1nitiative or not.

Lenart (FAR EASTERN ECONCMIC REVIF4 ). After nas interview with Mr Le Duc Tno, Mr
Authony Lewis of the Hew York TIMES reported +mat Mr Tho pfave him the impression that
Jou would be prepared to nhsld giscuss.ons Wwith an adaministration in Salgon minus Mr
fnieu. 1s this position any different from your earlier position? T

Answer: Recently, 1n hils meeting with Mr Antnony Lewis, Mr Le Duc Tho presented
a virwpoint which had beeh expressed 1N Point & of the seven points of the Provisional
Revolutionary Guvernient of the Repubiic ol South Vietrarn, namely, the present

bellicose ruling cliiue in Saipon headed by Nguyen Van Thicu has been rigpged bY the
United States ™. United States nmiust Cease backing this bellicose ruling group  and
stop all 1ls mansuv:ro 1ncluding election tricks aimed al maintaining puppet Hguyen

Van Thieu.

Mr Lewis asked Mr Tho oy What means ana when this Jroup would be changed., Mr Le

Duc Tho answered: The United States has set up this warlike leading group in Saigon
headed by WNpuyen Van Thisw. Thus. it must cease supporting 1it. it must stop maintaining
Npuyen Van Thieu and the sooner the better. As to the cholce of means, 1% is up to

the United States to choose +ne means best sulted to it.

Tas (a Duteh Journalist]: 1--You have sald that the proposal of the other side to
hold restricted sesslcfs 18 a maneuver. Can you tell rne how 3 restricted session in
the present contaxt could be detrimental?

?_.You have announced that wol f+er the United

giscussions will take place a
Lake place before or

1 i
Gtates withdraws 1is troops Does tris mean thait they Wwiil
after withdrawal?

Aunswer. L do not believe that we shculd zttach too mucn 1mportancs LY the Jquestlon
of the format cf the merLing We nave repeatedly explained our poOsilion. and, at
today's sessicn. Mirnister Xuan Thuy stated that what m-tters above all 1s for the
amcrieians to ond Lheir agEression snd gave 1 positive rRIponse to the PHGRSV seven-
noint pease initiative. Whetner Lo nselings are restrs ~ted ones, enlarged ones, °F

~unlie ones matiers litrie
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I believe that we should focus our attention on the fellowing fact: Madame Binh advanced
the seven points a week 880. Why does the Nixon administration continue to refuse to
respond positively to these Seven points? 1In September of last year, Madame Nguyen Thi
Binh presented her eight points. To date, in early July, Mr Nixon still has not
responded to them. Yet, 9 months should be enocugh; why does Mr Nixon s=till refuse to
respond seriocusly to the PR3RSV eight pcints?

Why does Mr Nixon not dare to publicly Teply to the matter or g deadline for the toial
withdrawal af ¥.§. troops and those of the cther foreign countries in the U, 8, camp
frem South Vietnam in 1971 s¢ that U.§. military personnel, both on duty and Prisoners,
fan go home? Why ean he not publicly respond at ths present Plenary sessions cf the
cinlerence? What does he fear? Perhaps he fears puvlic cpinion. He is afraid to
reveal his war schemes and thus must evade answering. It is to aveid having to make =
boeitive and frank Tesponse to Minister Binh'sg Seven points that ths United States

his proposad holdirng restricted sessions

Tha Nixcn administration is sidestepping the question o setting a deadiipe for the
withdrawal in 1971 of U, 8, troeps which will bPermit U.g8. military bPerscnnel, on 4duty
and rriscners, to return to their families rapidly and which will lead to a cease-fripe
tztween the Scuth Vietnamese Peaplets Liberation Armed Forces and the U.3. forces aflter
an agrezment has besen reached on a date for the toval withdrawal €rom South Vietnam in
1671 or vu.s. troops and those of tns other foreign countries in the U.S§. camp.

As for your seecend question: The United States has vsed military ang Political maneuverg
tc carry out neccolcenialisn in Soutn Vietnam. Thus, to restore peace 1in Vietnanm, it 1.
indisprensable that the United States put an end to {ts aggression, withdraw fronm South
Vietnam all its troops and those or the other foreign countries in the U.3. camp, and
<encunce its scheme of materializing neoeclonialisa in South Vietnam.

The United States must give a positive Tespinse to the PRIGRSYV seven pointe, the *ollow ..
tws of which are basic: the United States must set 3 deadline for the withdrawal in

1971 from Scuth Viztnam of all its troops and those of the other foreign countries in

the U.S. camp. The United States must cease backing the belljicose group headad ty

Nzuysr Van Thieu at present in office in Siigon; stop all maneuvers, including decenti-
in corrnection with th~ elections that aim to keap Thieu in Power; and leave it to the
Eoliticsl, sovial, and rslgicus Torces in South Vietnam to form a new admninistration
Tavoring p2aze, independence, neutrality, ang dzmocracy. This administration will

inter inte talks with the FRGRSY in crder to form a troad three-component goevernm nt

ol nitional coreord

Iwoill like to £° 0n:  An agreement op all the questions mentioned in the seven rointe,
shelifieally Prints 1 and 2, is Recessary to achieve ap cverall and radical settlemant
of ths Vietnam warp. Cnly such an dgreemnent can guarantee the basie national rights or
ths Vietnamese Pesple, the right of the Scuth Vietnamasse Pecple to self-determination,
anl a T2sting peace in Vietnam and in Southeast Aszia.

R2zonmtly, in his reply to Mr Anthony Lewis, Mr Le Duc Tho said: in the procass or
negetiation, if it .s possible for an agreement to come atout on questions mentioned
in Poine 1, realizaticn of knis agreement will immediately folley.



v, 12 Jul T K 10 NORTH VIETNAM

I believe that we should focus our attention on the following fact: Madame Binh advanced
the seven points a week ago. Why does the Nixon administration continue fo refuse to
respond positively to these seven points? In September of last year, Madame Nguyeﬁ/yhi
Binh presented her eight points. To date, in early July, Mr Nixon still has not
responded to them. Yet, 9 months should be enough; why does Mr Nixon still ref e ©o
respend sericusly to the PRIRSV eilght points?

T
-

Why does Mr Nixon not dare to publicly reply to the matter of a deadline fér the total
withdrawal of V.8 {rcops and tnose of the other foreign countriles in the U.S. camp
frem South Vietnam iml1971 sc that U.S. military personnel, beth on duty and priscners,
ran go home? Why can ™ not publicly rzspond at th=z present plenar}/sessions cf the
conference? What does he ear? Perhaps he fears public cpinicn., He 1s afraid to
reveal his war schemes and us must evade answering. It is to/évoid having tc make =
pcsitive and frank response tow Minister Binh's seven points tpét the United States

has proposad holding restricted sessions. yd
rd

The Nixon administration is sidestephing the questicn of/éetting a deadline for the
withdrawal in 1971 of U. 8. troops which will permit U.§. military personnel, on dvty
and priscners, to return to their familiéi\;fpidly and§which will lead to a cease-fire
btetween the Scuth Vietnamese Pecple's Liberation Ared Forces and the U.S. forces afte:
an agreement has been reached on a date for the t9tal withdrawal from South Vietnan in
1671 of U.S. troops and those of the other fore/'n ecountries in the U.S. camp.

As for your secopd question: The United Stapés ha;\gged military and pelitical maneuv:¥s
to carry out neotolonialism in Soutn Vietnam. Thus, ®¢ restere peace in Vietnam, it ::
indispensable that the United States put ah end to 1its gression, withdraw from South
Vietnam all its troops and those of the other foreign countries in the U.S. camp, and
repounce its scheme of materjalizing ngotolonialisu in Soufn‘Vietnamu

[H

The United States must give a positiée response to the PRIR3IV ven points, the followin
two of which are basic: the United States must set 3 deadline fbor the withdrawal in
1971 from Scuth Vistnam of all i;é troops and those of the other reign countries in
the U.8. camp. The United Statg% must cease backing the bellicose oup headed ty
Nzuysn Van Thieu at present in/office in Saigon; stop all maneuvers, 1 cluding deceunti
in connection with the elect;éns that aim to keap Thiesu in power; and Teave it to the
politieal, soclal, and ralgibus forces in 3outh Vietnam to form a new adiynistratiocn
favoring psace, independence, neutrality, and dsmocracy. This administration will
~nter into talks with the’PRGRSV in order to form a broad three-compenent gowernme nt
of naftional zonceri.

Fa
T wo.ld like te a0 onj An agreement con all the questions mentioned in the seve points,
spzoifieally Points I and ?, is necessary to achieve an overall and radical settlement
of tha Vietnam war.: Only such an agreement can guarantee the basic naticnal rights of
the Vietnamese peowle: the rizht of the Scuth Vietnamese pecple te self-determination,
anl a lasting peaﬁe in Vietnam and in Scutheast Asia.

Recantly, in h%; reply te Mr Anthony Lewis. Mr Le Duc Tho said: in tne process of
negotiation, if it is pessible for an agreement to come about on questions menticned
ip Point 1, rdalization of this agreement will immediately follcew.



V.12 ga T £ g NORTH VIETNAM

To evade the juestion of S5etting a date oo thoe cermplete withdrawal of U.§ Tro0RE
and those of the oiher forelgn countries .n the U 5. camp Irom South Vietnam, the
V.S, delegate Froposed that a restricteg meet . : held

Winisver Xuan Thuy wan aritiecal e T reperted euciier.

We reque that the Hixon administration £lve an early and positive res onse to the

seven-poin¥ proposal if 1t really wdnts to end the War, really aspires/ to peace,
and really ans to negotiste seriously.

f/
J. Hess (New rk TIMES:. Have there been any private meetings d 15 a meeting

contemplated witn Mr Kissinger who is arriving in Paris Saturd v 7
Answer: You are ally asking two questicns. T wily answer noth:.
The first question:\We have no information on that subjegt. (laughter)
Ay for the second Jue

{issinger proposes o : he i 0 7 I dauy or Mr Le Due Tho, we will
3C ready

iu wr have repeatedly sald \the formut of tng/;eeting maiters little. What is
'ssential is to Know whather\the Kixon admifiistration wants tu end the war of
appression in Vietnam or not. Xo sive 4 Bos1tive response to Minister Madame
ifuyen Tha Binh's Seven-point phgce 1nitiative or not

s
e

Lenart {FAR EASTERN ECONCHMIC REVIRY) ’ After his interview With Mr Le Duc Tho, Mpr

Anthony Lewis of the Kew Yori TIWES rebarted that ¥Mr The pgave nim the impression fhau
JOou4 Would be prepared to nalo gy
Priieu. 1s this position any d

TusX.ons with arl afdministratlion in Saipgon minus Mr

—

ATerend, from Your earlier positign? T
fncwer; Recently, in his eLing with M Anthony Lewis. Mr Le Duc The presented
LALTEs5Pd In PoNnt 2 of the secven points ol the Provigsional
Revolutionary Goverament/of the Republic of\South Viecran, namely. the present
bellicose rulin :Liﬁug in Saipon hesded by Nguyen Van Thieu has been rigged by tne
United States o+ Urfites States WUst cease byeking tiis bellicose ruling pgroup and
stop all itvw maﬁ“nv’fé ineluding election tric

I

Van Thieu. /

3 viewpoint which had been

aimed at malntaining pupnet HNpuyen

Mr Lesis asked Mr fno 0¥ WHAL means ang when this gedup would be changed. Mr Le

Duc The answered:f The United States has set up this wyrlike deading group in Saigon
headed by Npuyen/van Thieu. Thus, it must cease suppordNng 1i, it must stop maintaining
Npuyen Van Thief and tne Sooner the better. As to the chidlce of means, it ig up to

the United Stafes to choose the means best suited to 1t

Tas (a Duteh Journalist): 1l--You have sald that the proposai OF the other side to
hold restridted SeS51CRS 1S a maneuver. Can you tell me hcw a regiricted session in
context coulag be detrimental?

?--You hfve anncunced that pol:tiral Glscussions will take place afterNthe United
.

States A1thdraws 1:s troops Ders tinis mean that they will tuke place brfeore or
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This means that if the United States sets a deadl ine for the withdrawal from South
Vietnam in 1971 of all its troops and those ¢f the other forelgn countries in the U. 3.
camp. the parties will immediately ccme to an agreement on the modalities for
guaranteeing the security of this withdrawai and the release of all milifary personnel
of all parties and of all civilians captured in the war. These two operations will
begin on the same date and end on the same date. A cease-fire will be observed at

once by the South Vietnam FLAF an¢ by the forces of the United States and of the other
foreign countries in the U.8. camp as 500n as an agreement has been reached on the
withdrawal of all U.3. troops and those of the other foreign countries in the U.5. camp
from South Vietnam.

Thus, as a token of our good will, we believe that if the United States agrees on
questions mentioned in Point 1, the implementation of this point will allow all U.8.
military personnel, on duty or captured, to go home in the course of this year and
thus, will not lengthen the list of GI's killed or wounded.,

Meanwhile, the parties will continue to discuss the other points to reach an agreement

on all questions mentioned in the seven points in order to come to an agreement on the
overall Vietnamese problem.

Anatole Shub (Washington POST): You sald that Mr Xuan Thuy made five a@ditional remarks
and you reported on two of his statements. What was the substance of the other three
remarks?

Answer: In his other three additional remarks, Mipister Xuan Thuy approved Minister
Nguyen Thi Binh's viewpeoints and concurred with her proposal to meet next Thuarsday
as usual for the 121st session.





