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PRG DELEGATION HEAD IN PARIS D1SGUSSES BASIS OF PRG PLAN 
Amsterdam DIE WAARHEID in Dutch l~ Jul 71 P 3 X 
[0. Schreuder interview with Nguyen Van Tien, deputy head of PRGRSV delegation in Paris] 

[Text] On the occasion or the peace initiatives taken by the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam, the following questions were put by our editor G. Schreuder, 
to the Paris delegation of this [PRGRSvJ government and were answered by Nguyen Van Tieno 
[Que5tion] Because of the new peace initiative of the Provisional Revolutionary Government, has a speedy end to the Vietnam war become possible? 
[Answer] The seven,-,point peace initiative confirms our declaration af a general solution to the conflict which was presented on 8 May 1970. and the clarifications thereof. This date waS 8 months after the opening of the negotiations. We made logical and sensible proposals. They were intended to put an end to the war. to reach a oorrect political solution to the Vietnam problem on the basis of the fundamental national rights of the Vietnamese people in a spirit of national solidarity. in line with the realities of South Vietnam. 

Had the American Government reacted seriously to these peaoe ini tiatives on our part in the past, the war would have been over a long time ago! 
And the Americans could have saved themselves the innumerable difficulties in which they are now bogged down. For they have run aground completely in trying to pursue their neocolonialist goals and supporting the regime of Nguyen Van Thieu in Saigon. This regime is merely an instrument for expanding and intensifying the war. 
The question is whether the Nixon administration will face this reality and begin to talk seriously. 

[Question) Your diplomatic activity reflects the military and political Situation, On what changes in this situation. in Vietnam itself first of all, are your new proposals based? 

[Answer) The Nixon administration has run aground in all fi~lds. It 1s under these circumstances that the peoples of Vietnam. Laos and Cambodia who have strengthened their mutual unity have achieved glorious victories. I refer to the victory on National Highway 9, the victory in Quang Tri~ in the North, the succesSes of the patriotic forces fighting in southern Laos» the victory in the battle near Snuol 1n Cambodia and. very recently" the succeSSeS in the J arge attacks near cities. near Saigon p in Da Nang and the attack on the base in Cam Ranh, These are all fatal blows for Nixon's $O~called Vietnamization program. Even our military activity within the large cities is a serious problem for the aggressors. The situation is extremely favorable for uar In the rnilitary field. we have the initiative well in hand everywhere. 
Americans propaganda still tries to camouflage the military defeat as much as pOSSible and to hide the success of our attacks from the eyeS of the world. 
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According\to the Washington POST of 19 July 1971" 73 perc;ent or the American people 

want the U\S. administration to withdraw all U.S, t:r'oops from South Vietnam -by the 

&nd 01' this\year. The American people are r.ow awaktmed and are directing hard blows 

at Nixon's warlike. aggressive policy and aT'e driving the U.S~ leading circles in 

Washington int-o a critical situation and serious isolatlonQ AcO-or'ding to the most 

recent Gallup poll" Nixon has the least support of the American people p when compared 

wi th Presidents Truman~ Eisenhower ~ Kennedy and Johnson" The antiwar ('lspiri t) is 

also spreading among U.S. political clrclAs~ including important personalities such 

as Clifford~ former U.So defense secretary~ Harriman. former U.S. chief negotiator 

at the Paris conference on Vietnam~ and so for'tho A rather large "number of retired 

U.S, generals have demanded an end to this costly u.S. war ~n Vietnamo 

The U.S. Jpint Chiefs of Staff recently exerted pressure on Nixon Q demanding that 

he quickly withdraw from South Vietnam an army whose morale has so seriously 

deteriorated--according to AFP on 11 July 19710 

In Congress g many U.S_ congressmen have submitted many bills p one of which. that of 

Senator Mansfield of the Democratic Party~ demanding the withdrawal of U.S. troops in 

9 months~ was approved by the UoS. Senate~ Commenting on this. the Washington POST 

wrote~ -ThiS approval twords indistinct) that they will condemn Nixon's policy~" 

But what concerns Nixon most is the obvious change of attitude of the House of 

Representatives, where Nixon had pinned many of his hopes, according to AFPa The 

broad dissatisfaction t in both the Republican and Democratic parties" with Nixon's 

policies has strongly increased 0 Some want to prosecute Nixon while others just want 

to get rid of him. Recentlyp 19 members of Nixon's Republican Party held a meeting 

to advocate a public movement against warlike Nixono A number of people have quit 

the Republican and Democratic parties to f~m a new partyp the Peace Party. whose 

Objective is to demand the U.S~ admlnlstrat:i,on l s wi,thdrawal of all U.S. troops before 

the end of thiS year and to demand a cut in the U.S. war expenditures in Indoch1na_ 

Faced with the stubborn attitude of N1xon~ who does not want to respond to the fair 

and just peace initiative of the PRGRSV~ on 4 July the Alliance of U.S. Peace Forces 

held a meeting in New york to approve a resolution stating that it will coordinate 

with the alliance of the American people struggle for peace and justice. in the forth­

coming summer and autumn struggleo Attending this meeting were about 2,400 represen­

tatives from nine citie5~ and representatives of 385 worker~ student. youth and women,ls 

organizatj,ons ~ The meeting de'Cided to launch many struggle movements for the cessation 

of the War" 

The strong development of the struggle movement of the American people against the 

aggressive war 1n Vietnam and Indochina clearly proves that Nixon has completely 

failed in his efforts to fool p appease and !'flpress the American people into approving 

his criminal Vietnamization plano It 1s obviOUS that the more Nixon stubbornly pursues 

the aggressive war i.n Vietnam and Indochina r the higher the antiwar wave will mount in 

the United States p and the more it will create new and great$r troubles in the U.S. 

society. driving Nixon intel serious confusi,on and 1solation~ 

- 0 -
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Therefor-e D the political struggle in the cities gains in importance very emphatically and unavoidably. The inhabitants of cities still occupied by the Americans and their hirelings have jOined a fierce fight against the aggressors and against the war~ mongering Thieu government which 1s corrupt through and through. Despite the bloody oppression by the hlreling5~ the city dwellers are able to give form to their struggle in an unusually effective manneTo 

I would also like to point out that frictions are increasing in the ranks of the Americans' accomplices. Daily they take sharper forms ~ especially the opposition between Nguyen Van Th1eu and Nguyen CaD Ky. 

[Question] In your proposals you also brought up the question of the American prisoners of war in Vietnam. Their position is be~ng misused by the Nixon propaganda. But this propaganda does not speak about the developments among the American soldiers themselves. What is your view on chis? 

[Answer] This is also important in judging the situation which lies at the base of our peace proposals. AS the war goes on9 each day it goes on. the morale of the American soldiers sinks at a tremendous rate, Discipline weakens. instances of disobedience inorease. as well as escape into drugs. The latter has taken on massive proportions. Even murders of officers are the order of the day 0 Moreover". there is an increase in racial tensions within the American fighting forces. 

There 1s an unwillingness and an active opposition among the Gl~s who are directly acting against the waro They d~ not want to fight any more! 

All this means that the Nixon administration is running into more difficulties. just as is the case also in the United States. 

[Question] As for the difficulties in America itself. the world 15 confronted with the publication of the so-called Pentagon Papers. These establish the origin and the direct causes of the war, that lS~ American aggressiono How dOes Nixon 1s policy compare with that of his predecessors, which is exposed in these documents~ and how do you See the con5eq~ences of the o~position in America toward Nixon1s position~ 

[Answer) In the first place, the Nixon administration is faced with great economic and financial difficulties in the United States itself. These are becoming mOre serious~ as can be Seen from the increaSing unemployment. 

In the United States, as everywhere else. the antiwar movement is developing rapidlyo It is gaining in influence also in the so~called !!political circles". 

Now the publication of the secret Pentagon papers in the American press means that the lies cOncerning the conduct of the war against Vietnam have been exposed to tne Amer-ie;.an people. And this has happened ir, such a way that the opposition of the American people to their government has intensified. 'Ihere i.5 a crisis of confidenc.e which they call rIa credH)111ty gaptr 0 But this is really an expression of the indignation of an entire nation toward an aggressive and thoroughly perfidious government. This crisis of confidence is nothing but a manifestation of the powerful protest of the American people against the Nixon policy and the prolongation of the-war of aggreSSion in Vietnam. 
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You see, the publication of the Pentagon Papers shows that the government in 

Washington has lied; that it keeps the truth hidden from the people. And not only 

have the past administrations lied, but also the Nixon administration. It has not 

da'red tell the people the truth. This dissatisfaction of the American people, this 

!11ack of confidence. II applies not only to the past administrations. but above all to 

the present Nixon administration. We have made our own observations on this subject 

here ut the Paris conference. The conference has fallen into an impasse through 

Nixon 1 s reactionary policy. The American delegate has done nothing else--during the 

two full years that have gone by--never done anything else but try to justify the 

colonialist war of aggression. He has tried to denigrate the struggle of the 

Vietnamese people for their independence and freedom and he has continued to oppose 

the legitimate wishes of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam. 

While he tried to maintain this obstinate position. he has harped increasingly on 

the question of American prisoners of war, but he has denied American responsibility 

on the fundamental questions. This is a comple~ely irresponSible position which 

is being condemned by world opinion and public opinion in America itself. 

[Question] And what meaning do your proposals have for the continuation of the 

Paris conference? 

[Answer] From all paints of view the situation in which these proposals are made is 

difficult for the USA And from all p,-,ints of view the situation is very favorable 

ror the struggle of the Vietnamese people. 

In connection with all this, our revolutionary government has taken a new 

initiative, Thus~ we once more show our readiness to bring the conference out of 

the impasse and to open the way for a peaceful settlement in the interest of the 

peoples of Vietnam and America. in the interest of peace in Indochina. in Southeast 

ASia and in the world. All who cherish justice, peace and freedom in the world can 

cheer these proposals and support them. They are also welcomed by the American 

pe ople 0 

[Que5ti~] As for the specific content of the proposals, what are the main points? 

[Answer] First, the establiShment of a date of departure, a date for the withdrawal 

of all American troops ~ On this pOint brand new elements have been brought ·in The 

text says: HIn the event 'that the American government establishes a deadline for 

the withdrawal from South Vietnam in 1971 of all the American troops and the other 

foreign troops of the American camp~ the parties agree simultaneously to the following: 

t, Safe withdrawal from South Vietnam of the American and other foreign troops of the 

American camp; 

B. Freeing of all military personnel of all parties and of civilians arrested during 

the war (including American pilots detained in North Vietnam) in order to enable 

these people to return home." 

If this agreement is reaChed, a cease-fire will follow. 
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This proposal is new. it allows the U.So Government to fix a date for withdrawal in 1971, and then we let the prisoners of war go. Mister Nixon has so often spoken about the prisoners of war; he has so often said he was concerned about their fate. 
SOt voila~ here 1s the opportunity to pass from words to actions. Let him set a date and then he ".an still have the captive soldiers and pilots back home this year! 

And if the American government does not react to this seriously" it means that what they have always said about their prisoners of war was pure propaganda. 

[Question] The Second point concerns political power in South Vietnam. What should be the character and the composition of a government to be formed in Saigon? 

(Answer J The Americans contend that they want to respect the right to self-determination. But then they must put an end to their interference in South Vietnam. They must stop supporting the warmongering group led by Nguyen Van Thieu; they must stop all manOeuvres including the fraud concerning the so~called election of the hireling Nguyen Van Th1euQ We have spoken about the setting up of a government in Saigon which ... ould strive for peace" independence and neutrality" and we are prepared to start direct negotiations wlth such a government in order to settle the POll tical questions of South Vietnam. We are prepared to talk with a new government in Saigon without Nguyen Van Thieu~ in order tc come to a broad government or national unity" which must then organize the elections in south Vletnam" We say: If the Americans spea'k about self'=determlnation and respect for independence. let them 'Cake this point seriously. 

~Q.uest1onJ 
i is refusal 

What will be the co~sequences if the Nixon administration perseveres in to draw conclUSions from the present sit.uation? How do you gauge the American reactions BO far to your proposals? 

[Answer) About two weeks have gone by since they were presented. But the USA has not yet answered" The head of' the American delegation. Mr David Bruce. has aVOided g1Vlng an answer. but he came up with manoeuvres designed to &void the questions of princ,iple. He trled to discuss the form in which the meetings should take plac:e. whlCh is of no lmportanee whatsoever What is important is whether they are willing t.o get seriolis; and that means sett},"lg a withdrawal date, They cannot escape this by bringing up questions of procedure 

If no real answer is forthcoming, then it means Nixon attaches no importance to ending the war p no importanc,e any more to the fate of' the prisoners of war and no importance to lIdisenaagement II; it means, therefore that he wants to continue the war in Vietnam and in all Indochina~-that all his past statements were pure lies--and naturally: /Then we continue to fight to victory, which will come irrevocably!/ [Passage within virgules appears in boldface] in thiS caSe, the Nixon administration once again assumeS full responsibility, 

ftnd we have sufficient determination. For we are sure of our victory, we are sure of our unity and our strength. There can be no misunderstanding about this 0 We have given them enormous defeats--more can follow still! 

-4-
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There are two possibilities: A. The Nixon adminis tra tion refuses to talk seriously 
and continues the war~ Bo the Nixon administration sets a deadline in 1971 for the 
withdrawal of all troops.. Obviously~ we desire the second alternative. But we 
are not afraid of the first. If they choose the first alternativ8 9 the consequences 
will soon follow; but they will be beaten. 

[Question] The aggressors have constantly put their contidence in their means of 
mass destruction~ the large-scale bomhingsp the modern weapons 9 their technology~ 
they have used chemical weapons and threatened to use nuclear weapons# and 'their 
entire way of waging the war is based on this gigantic armament. Former Secretary 
Dean Rusk~ commenting on the Penta,gon Papers D had to admit that they had made a 
:mistake, that they had miscalculatedo Why has this policy of uwing weapons of 
mass destruction failed'? 

[Ar...swer] It is tX'ile that they haye a large, fomid_able arma~nt~ the most powerful 
.of all the imperiallstso It is also true that we are a small peopleQ But if a people 
is united and in this unity is com.pletely dete:rmined~ firmly resolved to win its 
freedom at any costo then nothing can prevail against ito 

Tbe:ce 1s no power on earth t:t!Et ~a:n prevail aga:Lrun; this" If the people ttght 
with on.e spirit and one purposep there is no ~"ay to impose colonlalist dominati.on 
on, them and. sub"je':;."(. theyto,o- Therei'orlS' -i-h.e h..meyJ,eans p despite thei,r formidable power p 

desplte their' means for ill9.ss wJ,rder D df.';:.r:-~_te all 'their modern weapons and their 
perverse use of them p will nevel" be ;,:I,bIe r;.u oppress our people" The fact of their 
def~eats ~~ies there" If, they continue v Lr,\E;Y w'il1 5u!',fer even )1lOre defeatso- We can 
ta,w.e the aggressors and we are sure to win o:;[r t:r'eedo)TI.. Their defeats show that ¥ye 
bave a just caUSe p a caUSe whlch enj0,,{s the support and sympathy of all progressive 
people allover the world" Against 'thL~ solidaritY9 which i.s also a fact in the 
Netherlands v they cannot prevail. 

[Question.] Does the money and goods collected always reach the recipients in faraway 
South "Vie tnam? 

(Answer J The aid .is undoubtedly effective" In the liberat~d regions D much effective 
aid l"_tB.S -been received also from the Netherlands, and bas been im.media tely i.n the 
5t~ugg1e and for nec~ssary provisions such a5 the imp~vement of the health care. 
1 i:roJ11.edlately take this opporb,ln1ty to sincerely thank p through DIE WMRREID·~ all 
Dutchmen who f1.ght wIth 0"J.1' people p and tc express the hope that the Dutch people 
wi},I cont:1:.nue to support us in Gtn ei'fecti\'e wy.. For w~ have shown our good will and 
our readj.DeSS to rea,\;;n a correct politicaJ.. solution p but the Nixon adminj,stration 
remains very obstinate.. It is trying by all possible means to a,void a serious 
answer and to cont.1nu.e the war one way or the uther" 

We surely have no illusions about the Nixon admin1s tra tion! Therefore 0 we ask al.l_ 
peoples to keep supporting our st;ruggle cont1nuouslyv until complete viotory. 

JUI, Y GENERAL 

Vie 

~ as of' t 
n 26 trade 


