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t.'tr(!L:1i~'h.er(' h1;:' serious n..::::~::;otL9tion ;;t t:he.sc' F:::.ct:ir-,:;S4 'Pe reg~·et tlu.:.t y'~l~ d<Ld :-:'''j~: 
Cl.f::"-:):: '~h:;.;) .ni'pro~.c:ll. alll' ta:;l~ h(~'(; 1::; Trl/HJ-<" .. -,,~'·r,'; '.L.fficuJ.t, a~',d t.:le C:~l!S.~-: ~',J ri:'<';::(~ 

corl_~~f'cn0il~~~Jy 5uff0rs. W~ u~g~ you to reC01)~id0r OJr proposal. 

I;~ th2 1"t>8nc_i"(';~ lp.i.: tJ1e !-ry c.?nGthe'[ approach '·.'hl.(:h Hlir.ht [;\:-;.k':.' OUt' dE:!ihcrati(,~-,;;: hC"!i:e 
m0rc- u(;cft;l.. At the J~,~"t f.CCDio;-'J your r,:t<l'J r<~~_red fen;"!.:' qtlcst:rons d~rc~~t::d t,G \.~e C:1 
tIle subj",c:t of yO~'[ J.atc;··~- pr-op_;)C;l:'~'!" ~ I ShUd}.';, 11.k£ to .3.tl::'\;t:Or t!;Vl:i n"':I~~' and erk Y~)"" 

~:;o;;!c qUl,<;::ticn,.; in turn~ P.:;:rh&pf; 'i.~n'o\Jgh thit: riJ;::d.nS \.,l(': could beEJ,i't t-~ us~:cruJ. (:~[;.lOL'.r.i~:'; 

bCtE0l":'11 OU)~ th'Q sides Hhl.ch c(1-iJl.d k_d:'~ thcrJc l')[:C'~:ing::.> pr'o~;ttct:i,\-"o~ 

Fil~st, you ibted \.Jhf'thcr \,:e. 8gn~(~ to G(:.nside'!: ynur sevC:!1 p{;:;_nt~~ ",~; £~ L::DiG fu-;: 

r,f:~~Gti.s.lim,~. O~!r lH'S\,'Cr is th:",-t 'hiQ .:~rc-! \---il)j~<:_\, fi,S, ~·:8 11,:':1\~8 c-ften ,L;;:l:',d, t.::'i c0n.::j.d';:r 

fo:;- nC-?,0t::.(~~~iQli. [;.l'lY prc~oG,:lls Ul:lt h,::-vt:-, L-cc~,- e'r Y",''(I be l::"ut fo:r:t·J;:;,ru hcc'_,,: ::-'{-:.~--'r ;;~;"dr-·, 

t.;,;;. :,';L~,l <.::~; Ly c.: .• ;: C~;~1. Thts. is \,;L:~ ~,71:~ h.l.v-~. te-::-, .. :1f;d .:;-u:: [,t'i.dying ~·:}tn· It;~(:::!. r-~-:'-;-~:<":';s 

c::,rch~] 11' i:',1:.d :::.r~f:king to c;-:~)ir:n-'J: 'i'.::!V0,m ft'l..~U1!::'f \\':;_t:~ yOl.: to ?Eicertai ~i ",.-llett::'l" ~ L-:::' .- .l;'IF. 
cIJ:ltribHtc tOHn.ra a n{![-zoti'::'Ll:.d sctl"',l_·.:.';f:-:2nt~ \0,\.; e;<:pect you to t.;:)J.\:t' [, r::itd:u~r .::t.tJt1.:,L:::, 
tc-~;;;.rd the. points an-i l'Y01)03?ln r~~.i~.,-(;~t1 by f).n. Fide:. Th:l:1, it :2-CE:Tug t,r, L'H.!) is U-,(~ 
eSG('_tlce of any Gcr5_oi)·;; nCi;ct:int:.on. 

Su:ur.d, you a:3h: v:hich of your se\T':;'.~ po:LntB ""C~ agree '>lith and v!hich ~"! do no:·t) uh:i ell 
po::'nt~ \,'C c(';nsicier positive and v·~15.ch are ull.:!c('c:ptdblc t,) us. In orL~.er to h<'ll:c r-­
ft'il response.', '\:,'{~ ",;ilJ nce_d rnuC'h r"GrC" explllnr::t. ion fTom YOti &S to '\<'hr_t your vn.rin;L1 
PO)Yi.~(~ <1C'tually mean. FUl' inf~'t.;lrC2:, 'Y.le note- \,--,hat seerUS to be a grce.tey wiJ lirti~r;:<.ss 
on your part to cO!l1ruit yourselvf!s specifi;-:ally t.;) the release of pri.;;;r.'[,(':rs of ~,~.;.r in 
CGnjuflcti.on ldth troop Hlthdra,,!alr.. Ec\Ve\lE:.t·, )!O~ dEal ,,\11th this c(;,;,ple:;,~ iS~t\c; .',;, ,'" 
hi t)11y supsrfic:ia,l and rr.isl(~aclllir, m-3.nn.er. Yeo gloss over t.he £.:lct Lbat you _~ti 11 
Sfl:e,11 to he [u;;king acc,epl",nr.::e by us of the St~l-i:f;: f\n~c!..:!rnC\~t.n 1. 0b jec ti\.'es y-:':ij] ~1uTC !".l'.,,'ay:> 
t,t"'t:'Jhht here ..... the totAl, uncondit:i.unnl 'y.'ithdr?'No.l of V.S. forces ·",rithcut- any prE>1:i.0u~-; 

HC'2,otiation on the subject) and our iicquie;scCi~c:e in your demc::.nd that \>!8 in:pos(: n 
K:)'lernmcnt on the Soutl-~ Vietna.me<:;e people. This is an exarr:ple of vlhy tltere is {~~)ubt 

whether your proposal.:; are rcasonr:ble and why fl!rther e:}:plnnation and c)arif:icl!ti'..)fl. 
by you is n<,cessary. 

'l:'bJrd, you ask whether we a.re pl·t--:pa .... ed to sel irr.rnediately a date in 1971 for the:. t0t.al 
wi~·.hdret~'11 of our forcEs from SCJuth Viet-Nam. The £'I.ns'"er is that we have long been 
ready to negotiate a timetable for complete withdrawal~ aspart of an overall S(~l:t]e­

ment_ But the fixing of a withdrawal date must be the result of a genuine negotiating 
process, not a price \<Ie must firs,t pay just for negotiations to begin or a untlatfn-"ll 
action we J:-au5t take because you B0 dictate. 

Fourth, you ask about our intentions regardi,ng the Goverm"';lent of the Republic of 
Viet-Nama Our ans,vc.r to- this has al~]ays b~en perfectly clear. I repeat it (lnJ;~ again 
today. The:. South Vi.e.tnamese people must be allmoled lo deter-mine the~nseJ.v£:~J their mvn 
political future. The United Slntes will not lH:pose any government on South VJet-Nam) 
nor «ill it be a party to any such imposition. You should be under no illusionB on 
this score. 

Let mE'. llO;"'1 ask you to reply to SO:".1!~ specifi.: question3 concerning your latest 
pro·t)osaln. Before I do so, I should like to lnake one gcner&l ObSf::~l~V'ation. YmJ have 
adv2rtiscd your proposals as a si,r-!)le trade ... ·hich would result in the release (If 

prisoners of wax concur.rent ly vd 1':1:. the tote 1 \,d, thdrawal of American Dna All:1,t!.d forces 6 

• ..! - ... l.' ....... 



.. z -

F1.TSt
t 

erc ycru putti.ng thRse propo:;ul::-; forf:.b t?,.S th\:~ only oasis fer nI2LJ~1at";c'n ht".le, 
or fIre YOll wil],illg to conGjelcr an'! cl~.~CU5S o~r proposnlu as w~ll? 

S\..'c(,r,_,', Hh'_~-l yO!} (h-'.;cri.be i.n j?0:h:.<~: T c«rt.:du !n)2.t:.ping "r1i!~{&V)"('G \'lhieh the Un:U_e(~ St.c:t.·.5 
L:'~~::;. ,;,C(;>:::pt p\'IIitliout posinr:; any cn:~,,;:U":-.;,)riS \\:fL:;L:_,(Je\rer," ace yo • .! sayLl~ thEi: \,~(: r,;tJst 

~~:ce to your scric3 uf arijitrary de~~nds wit-i!:JtJt any disClJSsion or ne3otiRtion cn 
t: h ~~t-:? 

Third 1 H~-:-st do J'0'~ r;:,,;(:~n \J;l'.~.-: '"{OU ~t"y ihtlt th,,'. pilrt:i.es w:i.l1Ilnr;yee on tl1t~ r:{;·.::;ll~l.-i(~E;ll 
of t;:o(."p \-::1 thd1"3.'cl<ils md pri .. c 01"'C!t' r(~J.'~;;:·.f;0~t lr~ thi::; sir.1ply ;:Hi(J~h_eI: ,.,'&'>' c·f bi::'~i:;r';.: 

th:d~ \2(:: :',v",;,.;t t:.::1;~~0 Ut:1J..::~.t.r.;,.r.::l ,:.':.ct:h>::-< :::tn-;t~:t .e., fix a C:.r..t~ for OUT 'td_U'\f:;~<.:;,·_·':;-·.i. lLS 

you (~cf:;_nc. ,t,lV:!, ~~/i.~(:;sc-ribt: i::,! t;ith.-'.);;L '!..'),Y nef_..L'~:1_Aticn bc:~.:J:'·eh<·ird .ard " .. ~.~t:':(,1t:t: rll"'.y 

}"Ot.:::::-t.'j-l, ,,;hl;-;u you speak of l("lE-.nbc of :;(,~)(:_t":.l of v .. ar, <.10' yo~\ J-n-.::l:J3.(; :-: , .. ::0.:'.: ,-,,;'.r.:: 
CctpLi.!:Lu"1 by ynur fc'{'c(':.s or fcreps :,:.1-,.1:::;: yOt~,· e(;lltr.ol ip. Lt:.;;r; C1nd C£'].E:~'i~_~;l; .:d }k';\j r. ":"y 
pri~;'_~1:<~.t'5 fl·on CU1" ':'i.i __ de dc' you plG_-;;'I. t>c' c-G;,C.,'I;':\C, ~-,nd \.;ho ar(: th\:~y'! DJ Y-;:",i a}.c(! ::_r,(':"'~;d 

t{; 1.'r~Y-:idc "'vl!'?~~~;'/;2i: lrJ01.1J.tion yu,J L;-"'(~ (;H (L.'tr 1',,('(1 Ftlsi-:ing in action ).,; ;~O\lt~,-c:, .. ;, 
A~,;1.:;,<! 

Fifth) ~;pa1:,cs~:'i':'.r;. for y.:~_n" [;~.dc ~1'-::;',~,:,_ :~:::-;~.;1tl:~ r;::"'~c;; th~ i;!'~:-;}~c'::;~'ron 1'--11 :.",<: ~'~i.J.::.L:;.';~~· C'l",,j 

pGl:U.::;_(':rtl quc:~",tions could bA d0t!lt \::;,tlr R~!:;'~Ti:,itr~·1.y~ Th.:;~s:i s !V)t tii)j':-;::T(:,;d- fTG:Y, y;>tn: 

SeV-'.,'(l Poir;t[~, ir .. wldch for e,\JwplC' ~'''';~,! st:UJ. link the f.n:cb1.t~i;! of cC:';;'.cfirc to cllC 
p.d.en:- '~E~tisfa('.t:io-n of- your- pclit:ica:: ,~c;_:and;c,. T'hci:-e is L<0 n:1)re. pLef-;s'.~i·'~: itd_l~.tary 

qur.:-;::ie-n th;;,n the need to atop the l;~~: .11.tnz ti.!xu~lglw;:lt Ir,Jo;,-:h:tna. Are y';'~'J no;- ~, .. illj.'i!~ 
to ('()n:::;idE'r c(;'~"'s~fire :;'C1I).s.:rEq~ely ;:,.xd jiJi~-1 u:; :til E re~l (;rf0rt to e:u.d tl,:· .r:j ~;~ht:::'i"'r: 

fi:;:::::t? I earne}-;tly h0pe your alHi,':'Cl" is :'lG~, for I can thinl-:.:. uf nothing. 1.,';~:n'(~ 

un.ivcn:&ally desired. or mOt.:!' helpful to setf~ing the stage fer Beri')u;:; r;(.~;otiat:jC\·l;'· 

O!l all the other iSbur;t; B,t stake ht"!rc. 

I lo::.l( for-ward to your ans;.·?ers to thcs:;:~ qu(~t.tions ~ e:f.the.r nn';.;r -or in n sl!bsequ-?nt 
!32SS10n or in ;my other c.p,ropriiite fonnTI. I hopi1 you \~Tjll give th:::'':;i gf.'-~riou[: th(l~lr,ht 

and -..;5.11 ans;,vc.r i11 a ... "ay thnt enhaHc~~~ ou~ prospects fer success hC'.2 __ C~ 




