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Second, you ask whicn your sevan points we agree with and which woe do not, wvhich
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full responsc, we vll] veed much more explanziien from you as to vwhat yvevy va
points actually mean. For instarce, we note what seems to be a greatey willi
on your part teo commit yourselves specifically to the release of pri
conjunction with troop withdrawals., Hewever, you deal with this cowplex issuve
highly superficial and misleadiup mavner. Yon gloss over the fact that you std
secm Lo be asking acceptance by us of the saws fundamental cbjectives you ha
sought hiere -~ the total, unconditional withdrawal of U.S, forces withour any previous
negotiation on the subjecet, and our acquiescence in your demand that we impose a
govornment on the South Vietnamese people. This 1s an example of why there is dmnbt
whether your proposals are rcasonsble and why further exnplanation and clarification
by you is necessary,
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Thlrd, vou ask whether we are prepared to set immediately a date in 1571 for tho taotal
withdraval of our forces from South Viet~Nam. The answer is that we have long been
ready to ncgutiate a timerable for complete withdrawals aspart of an overall scettie-
ment. But the fixing of a withdrawal date must be the resvit of a genuvine negotiating
process, not a price we must first pay just for negotiations to begin or a vnilateral
action we must take because you so dictate,

Fourth, you ask about our intenticns regarding the Govarnment of the Republic of
Viet-Nam. Our answer to this has always been perfectly clear, 1 repeat it onrce again
today, The South Vieinamese people must be allowed Lo determine themszelves thﬂir own
political future. The United States will not ifwpose any government on Scuth Viet-Ham,
nor will it be a party to any such imposition., You should be under no llluhlong on
this score.

Let me now asit you to reply to seme specific questions cencerning your latest
vroposals., Before 1 do so, I shouvld like te wake one genersal obsevvation. You have
advertised your proposals as a siwvle rtrade whiclh would result in the release of
prisoners of war cencurrently wirsh the teotal withdrawal of American gad Alided forces.
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and will answer in a way that enhances ouvr prospects for success

ilosls forward to your answers to these questions, either now or
.






