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TRANSCRIPr OF BRIEFIl!G EY STEPHEN LEDOGAR 
THURSD1'.Y, i'F,Y 4, 1972, 3:08 P.l-!. o'clock 

I 

, 

I 
! 

HR. LEDOGAR: Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen 
I - . 

I think you '''ill recall that in his 

two weeks ago, President Nixon said about his 

I 
statement. 

i 

" I 

q.ecision 

to have us return to the negotia'ting table: "I:'ie are no'.: 

resuming the Paris Talks simply in order to hear more 

empty propaganda and bombast," from the North Vietna:mese 

and Viet Cong Delegates, but to get on ,,,ith the constructive 

business of making peace:" 

¥Oll wi:J), "Iso recal,l tb.a,t in his ·stiltel]lcnt 

last \veek, Anlbassador port'er said: II.In the light of t:he 

situation created by your invasion of South Viet~Nam 

it will not be pra,ctical to hold meetings if yOll 
refuse "to . 

continue to! -deal with the, substance of the, present 

invasion and general problems of peace; including 

prisoners of war and those missing in actio~, Only 
, 

substance will keep us at this tC\ble," 

" ", Now this morning, as you ca,n see f;rom YOllr 

statements, we got from the cOI!)Illunist side propaganda, 
(' 

and pombast ' . 
( 

.. 

We got, certainly, not one single word 
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of sl)bst'mc'e. 

Neyer,theless r in the afte.rnoon, we tri7d 

agai:n, i:n our speech, which-was prepared mostly during 
, 

th,e lunch breC\k,:' to ask specific question,s r to try 
.-

again to elicit", from the other side some sort of 
.. 

, reply that might get us to at least address a matter 

of substance ',- one single ,matter of substance., 

Their additional remarks, ,and all of them, 

were nothing but sterile propaganda and bombast, 

Knd you heard Ambassador ~orter's character i-

zation and his report that Ambass'ador Lam informed the 

other side that under the circumstances \.,e were not 

prepared to agree to a date for the next meet;t,ng unless 

2 

events showed some change in their attitude, or indicated 

that they were prepared to negotiate seriously. 

And then Ambassador ~orter, when it "~las his 
. .' . 

turn, he said the following: 
-.~.-~-~----'--~"~-.'-'-- ------- - ------_._-_ .... 

...... 

tYour statements today, once again, regrettably consisted 

of sterile denunciations, arrogant ultimatlmls and 

clumsy evasions. 
It 

·"Let be recorded that it is impossible to 
~ 

induce you to discuss particular subjects bearing on 

a peaceful settlement. That truth is as clear as:, 
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your military aggression in South Yiet-Nam, \'Te 

therefore, see no grounds for a meeting next wee!:. 

We will resume the plenaries whenever you indicate 

that you are seriously interested in the negotiation of 

mat"ters of substance; or when \ve believe CI:j.'sc1,ls:;;ions 

\wuld be useful. Y:ou a,re obviously not reaCly to 

negotiate no~r any more than in the past. 'I Unquote 

I'·ll try to be resp~msive to all your 

questions except i=:hose on secret talks;' 

" .$teve r' when jlljr. Porter l'eft, / he· ~atq 

the decision to 
the meetingR at Kleber ' 

suspend;\ represents a complete lrCk' 

of progress in every available channel.,. WeD., M:r; . Lei' 
currently 

Duc Tho is/ an, availabJ,e channel ;!.'J:\ Paris I COl):Ld ¥.~I 

, , I 
please tell us \vhen contacts were made \"lith HX'. 1,e PUiC Tho 

I 

on the American·side, and who in fact·saw h:i:m on behatf 

. of the American contingent? 

A Nq i l:; w:!.-J,l not aJ:\swer tha"t q\lestion,., 

That \ S one of the oneS + l"li·:Ll not answer, 

you I"l;j:-ll noti-ce r those of yOlll"lhO were there, 

that Ambassador )?orter very carefully chose his wO,rc~s 

going to add in any way / or explain' ':-'in a,IIY way 

"". 

! ; 
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Q 1'1e III have to come back to this same 

point- Can .. we assur.-,e that the "all avclilablechannels" 
"",' 

includes secret talks? 

A :t recogrlize that I'm h.ere be:l;ore 
, 

of professionals" Ne knovl each other, \ve' ve be~n 
each other for "three years, 

\ 
T , 

a·'.bunch \' . , 

\ 
with 

II 
1 

f:t. tfi th-e.qec:j:s;i:o!,\' 0:1; the R;J;'c9;!.den,t 0;( thEi 

I 
United States that it is in the. best interests of the 

\ 

people of the United States, "to not talk about 
I 

"secret 

talks," I ,. t t" ... d " \ .' "l!l: gO:fng to carry ou. 1.~a,,, eCJ;s;t.,on, 

I 

I 

~ 'Well) but that is'fine for yO)} to Xes).?ect 
- I 

I 
thati but the AIl)bassador, Ambassador Rorter-sfems not 

, 

to be following his ?resident's orders'; 

7\ y.c;s'/ JTe·:j;:1;j fol,:LQw;i:ng the 

orders, 
.-,'.' I 

I 

Q Come on, let's stop beating around the 

bush -,- we 

A There's no "beating around the bush." 

This is a carefully chosen phrase, and there it is. 

You're not going to get any elaboration on it, 

N~ If you want to make this transcript long, you can 

just go r;i:ght ahead, but it's going to be a waste. of 

", . everybody's time. 
" 

':.'. 

, -'1 _ 
- . 
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Are there any questions about ,,,hat happened 

toqay? ; 

Q Are 'all avnil.able ch.!tnnels 11 still ope!)? , 

Can :.~you ansvrer that? 

I., 

\ ' 

\ , 
\ 
\ 
1 
" 

Q 
I 

;J:, want to aSk:. you: Woul.d Y01:1 ba.ye <l;ny 

o):>jection to conducting the, :con:!;erence in, E,ngl,i~l),r 

since, I think everybody does speak En'glish?' 

some people spea.k English, or 'at least hayesome sort 
I 
I 

of siroultane01')s translation, while you i'\re cond1,Jcting 

5 

f b: t 'th f 't 1 I. : th,e con erence? W y no maK.e e con e:t;enc;:e CI e eJ~S:Lon, 

program .:'~ instead of making the announcements after ards 

why can ',t eyery):>ody hear what yO\! record quringthe, I 
i ~ 

conference >~~ can't it be made ,public? 

A Well, you get most of :tt. 

that's not i'\ bad :!.:dea. l:Ioweyer I iB,t' 

not the procedure, we agreed on. 

! 
'aut, l]lqybe 

! 

Q well,i s, it, : possible to l).qye it on 

television ~..,," the conference. 

" ¥:O1:1 ta,k:.e tna,t1:1\? wi:th:the ,rep;resen,tCltives 

of the other 'side • 
. _ .. ~---

:( 'think: it. wOUld ,be ye);~, 

'I 

! 
il I, 
I! 
, ' , , 
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L And. i.tlteresting if you, .and. all of you,: could 

. be . in the ~oom and ho.ve to go 
. I 

through··\lhat we go ,throueh. 
. . i - \ 

\ 
\ 

rLaughte~.J 

~ou ,really hate us, don'.t you, .ILqughte,r.J. 
- r 

Q . Were.thoM .. ·. 
.' .--.-

, Porter. today;' 
: .~ .. _ .. -- ".-. 

answers? 

Yes, there was no ans'"er to any of them . 

Q But Xuan Thuy has charged 
I 

that'IYou have 

not ans,,,ered their question . I 
I 

A 'Yes, 'his question was: "When are you 

i 
going to cease your aggression, and.when are you going 

: 

to cease your support for Ng~yen Van Thie~? 

Q \,lell, have you ans,,,ered it? 

A . Yes, we have answered 'i't. at:pl'!\ctlC<llly~ 

every .meeting. All you have to do is read. \'lhat the 

President said, 

,. In other words ,~~ exC1,lse me<:<:\'.h.qy~ng 

" the conference televised-""-

• " c, ~. 

representatives of the other side? r have already 
, ." ,'-.. " ~--' 

~";;; . 
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given you our vie", on it. 

Q Yes • 

. Q Steve, I wonde;c if Y01.1 could comment on the 

ref~rence ma,de b¥ XUi'\n Thuy in his st;a,teI1)8n.t 

•. To . ,the final protocol of the Geneva Conferences to the 
. I ~,~ .• - -_. - - -

effect that there is no international border between Horth 

and South vtet.."N.aIl)? 

of his, statement th.at North Viet )1a,1ll is a, sovereign a,nd 
in the light of 

independent country, and/other quotations froIl) that 

same document ·,,,,:·speci';fically· the follOlviu.9, whtch ~ 

will recite from nleIllOry: "N.e;i>tner zone:; ne;i:tb-er the, 
I 

d I 
,. /~'~_"_"" No:l:thern. Zone nor the SO~hern Zonei·shaU ~"l' l,1$ed 

as a base for aggression against the other." 

~---'--'- -

" .. 

Q 

! 
l> t!l:P1,l<: your memory :ts \-Ixo)1.g on tlJa,t,. ,,' 

~. . ..' -

- ---'-'< -"",,--~: - - - ••. 

. \' 

I.t relates to the 17th Para,lle)" 

J;' . thi.nk you have mis'1.uot.ed; 

I: dOn '\t have thedocumerit h.ere /but 

'. ~'" sta,nd on my stateIl)ent, 

q ,~9'y- 49 !wq"" .~::::." tJl,e;J,7t.!J-R¥<'IJ,le).,' q.Q :tQY. 

, ',' knO\,,-i~L 
-, -,.~-" 

A Yes, t kn.ow it very' well. 

-.- - .. . . 
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.,- . . I know that there are presently riine 

North Vietnamese divisions south of the 17th. Parallel, 

.... . Do you know that? Do you know that? . : ....• 

Q Yes, I know that .,.~ 

~.' A Do you know what your trouble is? You 

are 'tending to put the aggressor I \'lhich !,s Nort,h Viet·'Nam 

on th~, same ground as those who are the 
...• 

victims of aggression, namely the South V!,etnamese people • 

Q And the, North, where the BOml:>eX(':' ere,..,l'>.at is_yoJ: 

A Are there any serious qUestions' from Iii' .1, 

people seeking information? 

, , 

Or wi.l1 tb.ere.b~ moxeheckling7 

11 
, I 

• • . -. c_. --. i 

more heckling or do any of the professionals want information? ------- . - . ,_.--- .. - - - . -.. -

Q Steye, this thtng tnat Amba,ssador 

l'orter said tm'lqrd the en.d of this last stqteIl)ent: " 
" 

/Whenever we decide' tnat discussions woulg be gseful," 

Are there any, other c;i::rcumstances 

oth.er than the other·side pro)?ostng a S)?eciftc'svbject 

for conversat;i::on, tnqt would lead the Pn~ted~ti3,tes 

to decide the discussions would be useful? 

. . or 
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A Yes, if 1,·raI believe the discussions would 

be useful. In other I'lords, 'l'Ie are leaving all the doors 

open. We don't want to get into the business,.~ 

such as we Lhad :iast month, of you asking me "What would . . 
··be a typical sign that you would cor~ider was an indication 

.. , of a cllange in attitude?" 

If 

Q You mentioned "doors" just nm·, 'and I 

missed the phrase. Cai1 r assume the doors are half open, 

half closed, ajar, or open -~ or whatnot? ILaughter.] 

A We are eagerly awaiting a sign that there 

might be a change in their attitude and they might, 

for the first time, bE' interested in serious negotiations. 

Q And thex do the same for you, 

Q Ambassador Porter's third question: i 

Are you. prepared to discuss a combination oJ; this . 

approach with that oJ; an overall political settlement, as 

, 

,proposed in our side's eight points of January 25?". 

You said that you didn't get any answers at all 

'But i:nMadame i3inh's stateI[lent, . she. cl.ui·te cleaJ;"ly 
eight 

turns down the/pointll and deals wi.th her first two points 
'. 

in a page ,and a half in. her statement In ~efe.p(le 

of It;. 

_.- ....... _--..: 

I 
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And at one point she says about one o;f tne 

poi~ts, "This is an absurd deman,d, '!, ~ol1le f thAt's a . 
reply, 

,-

A r don't relate the two :exactlY. 

T~ere a;Jl"e ~ust cer'tain sub~ect!l that 'hqye to 

. be ad~ressed l)ere . .,'~ if there is ever', going to be' a 

ne;Iotiated resolution to this, conflict,,:<.,. il,nq one of them 

i!l the political fu,ture of South V;iet."Nam • 
j 

Another is the military problem r . including rrisoner~ 

I ; .,', .. ', " ' ' I .... ~ . 

And what I"e are askin;I here is;,':even'·as-ide ,I 

Are y?U prepared to, on,th~ 

war. 

from anybody's plan,: i.: 

of 

one hand, eHh,er deal lit th the milit;qJ;¥ g:uest:t;on a,lone 

as was I?rol?osed ;i:n the private talks C;n 'May: 11; 1971; 

:"~::',~'or, on the other hand, I"Hl youlElate) a!l th.e word;i:ng 

of th.e question goes', 

the political problem must be part of the overall 
" 

package, wi~l you re~ate the two? l-low that I s a, 

wa!l in effect: "When will you surrender?" 

, 
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Q . Mr. Ledogar, is the American offer of 

cease-fire still open? 

A . All the proposals that we have made are 

still on the table. Nor,e of them are set forth on a . . 
"take""i t-o.r."le<\ve-it I,: ba:eis" :J:'hey <\re <\1), there for 

negotiation. 

,W9P~q¥Wbe"tUJ,ing to get; q di'\t,e for . 
. , " ", 

11 

. .... wi thdravlal r- -
...... ~ , 

A We went through that la.st time, ~Bdame. I' 

don't think thai!. you read th~ documents .if_ you ~re returning to 
.: 

_, ___ .. __ that question. 
., -' 

;,.',' 

Q Within a month? 

A You and I had a long discussion of this ., 
six weeks ago. 

'-', 

Q Can I. ask you a question about Ambassador 

,-,.- - . . 

... _Porter's seventh question? "Will you discuss a mutual return to . 
, . 

, _ ...• 

. ', -:,-

. '." .-.' . 

.. '..---~-. -
the. circumstances ·that surroun~ed thecessat;bn of acts of 

force against the DRV in 19G8? Does t,hat !\leqn that 

Ambassador Porter w.ants to resl.U1)e the· sitllqt:\:on there 

or that he would like the North VietnaTho;explicitel:t to renew 

what was a 
O:::~ to lJIake ex)?li;c.t:t, if' tacit agree!\lentl ion. 1.9.G8}, 

A No, 've are not asking them to do anything 
- '- .:.~--.-

--'''---''--'--- - ... -- ._-'- -- ... _----... ------. 
'--. ..,..----.~ ----;-- . _.0 ___ --'-"-i,.' .-

" 
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',--"', '" . more than they did then · .. _just to.l"esmne the .. " 

situation. 

Q It"s Ilot a request for R public statement?·. , \ 
I: I." 

.\ . NOr we are willing to uj?hold OUt end 
I i \, I. I I 

A. 

the" deal "C":? part of which,- I,as tha t Ive would 

12 

of· 

'\ \ 
agree that they were gcing to preten.dpublicly there w~~, no 

deal" 

deal? 

,,~ .. 

The' . ,point is; .Can Iqe ret1,lrn to tl:):e 

, We don't want to change the condi tiona. 

" .-, 

Not pecess<,\r;t:Ly C\ public sta,teIljent, 

A No,· 

Q Tl:J.C\nk you, 

JEnded C\t 3: 25 J 
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