INDOCHINA ARCHIVE PS

. CALIFORNI
UNIV. CALIFORNIA  riLe /;um. .
DATf/ SUB-CAT.
40/72/
6‘“ 3_) EXPRESS NEWS 0CT, 21, 1972
i

K*n * NIXON REJECTS RED OFFER TO CALL VN CEASE-FIRE

Saigon, Oct. 21 (CNA=UPI): President Nixen rejected
a Communist offer to eall a Vietnam cease=fire, apparently
because the offer was tied to a package that included the
imposition of a coalition government in Saigon, South
Victnamese leBislators said Friday.

The reported rejection of the cease-fire-coalition
plan represented a renewecd U.S. pledge to back President
Nguyen Van Thiou, who has adamantly refused to consider any
type of coalition with tho Communists., Ths legislators
sapoke to newsmen Friday following a Thursday night meeting
with Thieu at the downtown Saigon Indepondence Palase.

Thieu met the assemblymen and senators betwecen his twe
Thursday meetings with Nixon foreign affairs adviser Henry
Kissinger and a third mecting with Kissinger Friday.

The legislators said Thieu told a conference of about
40 members of the Natiennl Assembly Thursday night that the
North Vietnamese had proposed the cease~fire to be followsed
by a coalition government oxtending from the national down
to the hamlet level in South Vietnam.






