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["Message to Compatriots, Cadres and Combatants Throughout the Countryll by President 
Thieu~'~ reco rded] 

[Text} Dear Compatriots: Today I have another opportunity to talk to you. My 

message is addressed to all compatriots of all branches and circles; to the 
people's representatives; to the leaders of all religious commu~ities, political 
parties and mass organi'"'1.tions; to all office""s an0 cadres of various armed branches 
and services on all leve).; to all combatants of the main force, 
local troops, partisans, civil defense members; to all village councils; to all 
chiefs of villages, hamlets, clusters, wards and street sectors; to all cadres of 
villages and hamlets; to all brothers and sisters of all branches and to all cadres 
in all spheres of activity in the country. 

3ecause this is an important problem of the country, I want to tell you that my 
message is a long one. I ask you to spare your precious time to listen to me. 

As you know, during this week at Independence Palace, I have received members of the 
legislative, judiciary and executive; the chairman of prefectural, provincial and 
municipal councils; the province chiefs, prefects, mayors and a number of leaders 
of po)itical parties to expound on the situation in the country, especially the 
current events which all of you are follo'-ling. 

I regret that, because of the situation, I have made you wait for my message. I 
know that there are rumors favorable or unfavorable to our country. I have not yet 
contacted all circles of our compatriots--for instance, the leaders of religious 
conmrunities and notables. I have not yet contacted many other political parties 
and social organiza'";.ons at Independence Palace. So I offer my apology, and will 
receive them in the coming days. I hope that my talk today will somehow satisfy 
our compatriots of various circles. 

As you know, in recent months the communists and our u.S. ally have held many secret 
talks on a peace solution. As regards a peace solution, in addition to the military 
problems such as cease-fire, troop withdrawal, suspending all bombing and ending the 
aggression, we have the political prol1em. In my opinion the most important problem 
is South Vietnam l s political solution--an internal affair which will decide the 
survival of our country and of our 17.5 million compatriots. 

vlhat is this political solution, you might ask. In reality, we have advanced many 
peace initiatives including overall military and political solutions. 

The compatriots still recall that whenever I have (?set out) a peace initiative 
and set forth a political solution to the V-Ietnarn issue, I have always reported it 
to the compatriot brothers and sisters. My last political solution was the eight­
point solution set forth on 27 January. In it I suggested the reelection of the 
presiden-:: and vice president of the republic and stated ";hat I was prepared to 
resign to bring about a guaranteed and lasting peace to South Vietnam. To this 
day this question continues to be discussed at the Paris conferenc~. 

I 



Ne'\rerr'1e'l.e~f'~ f,C)e ~·,)TI.(:r"'L,r, ~r~ '");.f'"p ~)f-r"i.~J,-j;"y re~f- .. ·r.""d I) ,r )1,11"(" d,'I,J <':E',~ [.,reF', "01,.. .. , 

,;,rrG~a.n( ,~,r',~ 've'ry .::r':ir:~ ,rIo En l,cJt,'I,O:q , W:I,en r-ne :>e0rEt 1"..II<'S were i:Y)'lnl2. ,-r', retwee{l 

the-rn 8,[:(1 r-he U.S. rE'pre>:'E-Y.'f'3T,i'VP, 't'1e C'"):'l:Jl\Ll..rnst~ 01'1 Se~,t,P'J1:~,P::' .::..et Furth '":1 _~.)]lt~)Ca! 
suJlltion, referr}ng to the -1"1ternal prob'J.ems l)f South Vjer~[1:,:r,-'9 J r',c 1. ")r< ing ..':J ~;r)blem 

of' wlJi,}o yo'u t18lfP Jft--e¥; l"1eard" ..... the q!A.est;ion of tne threp"segrr,,ent Yla'tj,on'1J C'i'l.;o)rd 

gDvern'1~ent. 

Tnd~.y I would .like to dIscuss thL::: pro'I;:,le:rn thorou,ghly~ because thi.s polJ_tical soh'tirn, 
~,et f,n''tJ1 bY' the c0!Tim11nists i,ncludps 'very fJ,ne words. In ~ppeaY'ance, t""is solution 
J.oo:!,~s f.ine; however, .in re8.: i"Lty it inl"'1ud,es very wi ~1r.ed a'1,o c'.l.-'lni:r.g des1g'1s of -CIle 
,~or:l"nu.:ni,sts. It i,s vcesented so sktD,fuDy that :'t can. dece'i.ve part of U.S. 8,no 
wO rIC! p'lbl Le op.Lni on, :'.nd ',.;,r:i"i.ng p',.(o.U ~ opinion in Vie tnam. 

Nevr>r'~'\12J.ess, I rea1..i.ze t:'18.-(; "f very fe' . .f Vi_~T,namesf': people do ]At themselves be -['OGled 
by the cOT!lm,unisr;s. Ie .rea:d.t~:r a rtu,DltJer of peop')p sti.ll fai..l, to clearly real;_ze tne 
true natLl.r~ of thi,s Sil j 'j i'; i ()11. 

Mean'_,!h:Lle J the CQ1MI1J.nl,:3 r,8 lave lrJaged pro[Jagand3~ J_n Sou.th Vietnam, just as they (~a'\le 

do.t~e abroad ano, in t'he Un r.ec:t States J ';"!jing t'U8.t thi.~ is a fine soL;.t~;,on" 'Then a 
n,J,mber (_,r di.shonest pnl-j tic~a,'.""" t;uok 20"dr1tage of chis ::oolution to po.ison the 
0ompatri.ocs, pretending that 'this ts a flJ1e solLlt:ion :for reestabli,shing p"'ace. Servlng 
as lackeys ro r the colon 1,8,1 i..s ts and the COJID:!L1..lni sts, the y c,_Yndemn our e,'"OverniEe'lt and 
peop] e ,for re_f'lsJng to ::tccept this so1ui;i,on, cal1,ing us warlike and stubborn people 
who do not want to end, the war and rees tabl ish peace. Tne:refo re J today J wan t to 
analyze this soluti.on so the compatriots can understand it. 

On 11 Septemher the communists set forth a polit:i,ca' solutlon relati,ng to the i.nternal 
problems of South Vi.etnarn. The conununi.sts stated t,rlat l to so} ve the Vietnam. :1.ssue 
ccrrectly 8.M to insure Jast:ln.g peace in Vietn~ 1.~ the U.S. ad!ninistration, ,(,hey 
stres~ed., should respond to their two demands a.8 follows: 

The f~~rst demand is that the true lndependen0e oJ' the Vietnamese people and the 
true !':i.ght to self~'deterJl1.inatio\1 of the South V.ietn~mese people must be respected. 
Outwardly, thi s looks to be a reasorr..able demand, beCcl..1.1Se we too have requested that 
the true inuependence ano, right to self"determinati,i:m of the South Vietnamese be 

respected. But then the connnunists disclosed their true races in stating that the 
uni.ted states must end the bombing, mini,ng and blockade of North Vietnam. and 
completely end the Vietnamizati.on poLic~-. 

The compatriots must und.e:rstand what the policy of Vietnamizing the war is. Thi_s 
pol.i.cy allows the uni.ted States to help our army become powerful enough to resist 
aggressjon, and it is because of this policy that our army will be a'ble to defeat 
the conununist aggressors. 

NNI the communj .. sts say that this policy rust also be stopped. 
the United states end all. its military actl.viti.es in the south 

They also demand that 
and quickly and 

complete)~! wf thdraw the f'orces I advi.se rs, mil.t t.ary and teclmical personnel, weapons 
and war equiprnent of the Unl ted states and ot'1er foreign countries of' the U.S. camp, 
SllCh 2 .. S Korea. al1d Tha,il.and, f'rorn the south. MH'E')I"erll' they d.emand that tne United 
states dls!Jlr'lntle 8,.1.1 of its m,il.i.tary bases jn 'the south and terminate a.Ll U.S 
mi.lit~'ry co:m-"Tl.{.t:(IIents 'ir:.. the SDu,th as weLL as its support .for the "lackey" Ng'IJVen Vat::. 
'lbieu adm.f.n:i.s l,ra t.l 0,"\. Ll'b,e:y de.rnand a_t"! end fA) aLI.. U. S. mlli ta ry .involvement :l.n the 

south" d'J(1 ,jf' we are nor: caref ... .d_ we m.j,g.ht 'be led. to beli,eve tha't the comm'J:n.t.s'ts Hant 
on.ly t:hat the TJn.ited S(;ates not; playa mHi.'tary a1.L iance role or si,gn any secret 
mil.i.ta,X'y tJalJ't ~ 
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HO",{6'i(er p i.f We ~.;5j{ Gt'e V(·m!T!'.Ir ~ . .st~ (.fI",,?,"" [.:',E-:Y- mea", oy :'.':,""l~' derr.and for an end t(! U .. S .. 
. m'l11 t ,ary J.nvt'.'lvemt-;;M~;> LnE,V' W1J. 1 s<:J.y tnar, 'Gbe=c UnJ.tAd S+,attos m,~.sf end aJl .1t;s ml,)"l.1.a'·':.1 
I'olE!$ in tne sou.ttj~ nOiM' a3 i4el1 8.S in the fU':::u;"e~ a!.d end .l"S 5u,pport for the !!'l8.I..I-'J::y,f 

Ngtl..Y'E'(1 Van Ircieu administ;:rat1on as "well. 

So far 't.he communis,:;:;, ha~e oniy demanded that fiJI' n'.lell leave; D\)'W they say ';:hat su;rrc'J"t 
for 'ch.lS aaminl&tration must be ended~ 'rhe word "administration" pere means not on~_y 

my ind1vidual X'ole but also the executive~ judiciar;y and legislature. 

The second demand of the communists is that a settlement of South Vietnamis internal 
p:r-oolem must be based on the real Situation in the south, in which there are two 
administration::; and two armies.. By this demand~~and when referrlnp' to two administra= 
tlons and two armies~ the commuri5ts want to place their unconstitutional, illegal 
and subversive opposition administI'ation on the same level with the constitutional 
and legal administration of our 17.5 million people--they claim to have an administra­
tion and a government. With regaI'd to their army, conSisting of dozens of divisions 
so far sent to the south by the North Vietnamese communists to engage in cornbat~ they 
say that this army belongs to the Liberation Front and not to North Vietnam. 

~~rthermore, they also say that there are two administrations and other political 
forces. The latter 1s the third political force which we have discussed in recent days. 
The communists bring forth the two administrations and other political forces, which 
they call the real situation in the south, to say that in the south there are three 
segments: our government, their government and other political forces. The communists 
use this logic to explain their theme that it is necessary to have a three-segment 
government to solve any problem ariSing among these three :Corces in the south. 

The communists say it is necessary to organize in the south a provisional national 
concord government consisting of three equal segments, to organize a general election. 
The compatriots must remember that at first the communists proposed a coalition govern­
ment. But when this proposal met with our OPPOSition they changed their theme and 
called it a national concord government to make their proposal a bit milder. Morecver i 

at first they proposed a coalition government between themselves and us. But now, raced 
with our refusal, they propose a three-segment government With equality for each segment. 

At first glance, one could mistakenly think that if all three segments are equal in 
power there will no longer be revenge-seeking or fjghting among the three. However, in 
reality~ when we ask the communists what they really want with this equality they say 
that the three segments must be equal in power as well as in numerical strength in 
the government. For example: if the Saigon administration has 10 members in this 
three-segment government~ the Liberation Fror .. t will have 10 members and so will 
the third force. 

The communists propose that a general election be organized. Up to now we have 
suggested that there be only a reelection of the president and the vice preSident, 
but now the communists say this is not enough. A general election means that the 
current regime in the south must be ended completely so that a new constitutional 
national assembly can be elected to draft a new constitution» and then a new national 
legl81a~ive assembly. a new judiciary anc'. a new executive will be formed. 
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Briefly" ih~ ccmnr,J,nists ad,vanced two demands in their so=called sc,lut1or, tc t:'e 
problem of pea,ce J r: Vier,narn, First you. must kno'W what these demands are. The 
communists h.:l.ve Dr.ly talked to the Ameri.cans and not to our constitutional 
and legal goverr~m6nt, 'They sa~d that as aggressors attacking North Vietna.m;. the 
Americans must nuw end the bombing and mining of the north. They also sa.fd that 
having commItted. war crimes agalnst Nortt· Vietnam" the Amel"'inans must now compensate 
for all the damage they have caused~ The U~S" pilots downed over North Vietnam have 
not been granted POW status b;y" the cormm.mists. who claim that they must be tried 
as war crimina15~ 

The communists then continue to insist that the Americans have invaded the north, 
However, the ract of the matter~ as you know~ is that it 1s the aggression from the 
north that forced us to bomb North Vietnam in retaliation. Moreover, the bombing 
of North Vietnam began only 7 or 8 years after the communists invaded the south. 

The communists also claim that the United States sent troops to invade South Vietnam. 
We know only too well that only 5 or 6 years after the communists launched their 
aggression from the north against South Vietnam~ did we ask the Americans to come 
help us and return home after their mission had been accomplished. Now i when almost 
all the U~S. troops have left South Vietnam--ev1denced by the fact that UeS. troop 
strength here has dlopped from 500iOOO to 20~OOO--how can the communists continue to 
say that the United States is invading South Vietnam? 

The communists also say that because the Americans committed the sin of installing 
our constitutional and legal government in South Vietnam~ now~ prior to their depar­
ture i they must naturally (words indistinct] clear away this administration before 
turning South Vietnam over to communist North Vletnamo 

Briefly~ I can sum up the situation by saying that the communists have talked only 
to the Americans and not directly to the government of the Republic or Vietnam~ 

To help you to clearly understand both of the communists' demands~ I will expose them 
in two distinct fields: 

Militarily~ what do the cOJ!llTlun1sts actually demand? They demand a total TT.~~ with ... 
drawal-=from UnSo bases and men to weapons and vehicles. Moreover~ they also demand 
that the Americans terminate the Vietnam1zation plan~ that i5$ stop providing weapons 
for and modernizing the ARVN a,nd to ·wIthdraw all weapons committed to thiS plano They 
add that the United States must withdraw all aid g1ven thus far to South Vietnam p and 
from now on i.t must no longer prov1.de military aid to South Vietnam. In sum) the 
United States must: Withdraw all its j en and equipment" abandon the V'ietnamiza'tion plan 
and <,ut military aid to South Viet.namo 

Having demanded that the Unlted St.ates and our side meet their requests p h&'vE: t{i~e 

NOT'th Vietnamese conununlsts .s~ld What they are going to do 0(, their p~rt?' All our 
compatriot brothers and sisters know that the communists have not said anything about 
this~ They have not prom'isp.d that after the U~S" departure they \-.rill alse" withdra7.j" to 
the n01;'th~ or that 'they will end military aid tc· the Liberat10n Front, or that the 
USSR and. Communist China will end their military assistanoe to North Vietnam or 
anything else. They must try to reserve the right to do anything they want in 
South Vietnam, depicting their aggression as just and legal. 
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They ignore the question of their withdrawal from Laos and Cambodia. In Sum, they 
pretend to ignore what they are dOing in South Vletnam and only want the Un.ltej states 
and our side to satisfy tnei,r demands. 

In the polltical f~eld, what do they really want? Everyone knows that the cornmun.ists 
pretend that there are two governments in South Vietnam. They insolently call our 
government the Saigon government, As for the liberation front which has no capital 
and no populatlon. it is g.iven a very attractlve name: the PRGRSV. After stressing 
that there are two governments and two armies in South Vietnam, the communlsts have 
added another political force which 1s called the thlrd component. to justify their 
three-segment government solution. Everyone wonders how this third force can eX.ist 
.ln South Vietnam. The South Vietnam problem is a problem between our stde and the 
communists. So far the conununists have fought us with their ideology and military 
resources. Therefore, the V.ietnam problem must be solved between the south and 
north, because the north has come here to launch an aggression against the south, 

Regarding the second problem. there are but two forces: the Republic of Vietnam and 
members of the NFLSV who use weapons to oppose us, There is no third force. However 
the communists hold that there is a third force consistlng of politicians in exile 
in foreign countries and that these politicians possess a popular force in South 
Vietnam, As you know" these poli.ticians in exile who recently organized meetings and 
issued statements were paid by the communists, the colonialists and the pacifists. 
The communists, colonialists and pacifists promised to give them some seats in [words 
indistinct]. If they really want to struggle, why donlt these politicans stay in 
the count ry'? 

As for the Republic of Vietnam, there are the administration and the opposition 
factions. These oppOSition factions can disagree with the administration on its 
ruling policies, However. they do not oppose the doctrine set forth by the administra­
tion nor do they use weapons to oppose the administration, As provided for in the 
constitution, the laws govern1r.g the opposition factions and the regulations on parties, 
different parties in our country can hold different political views. though they do 
rot have their members .in the government. Our parties enjoy democracy in all their 
activities because they have their representatives in the provincial people 1 s councils, 
the village people 1 s councils, the House of Representatives and the Senate, Though I 
will not mention their names, you all know that some of our m.inisters belong to some 
of these political parties. This is proof that in South Vietnam the opposition 
factions hold different political views~ but do not oppose the administration. 

Regarding a peaceful solution to the South Vietnam problem, this problem must be 
settled by the RVN Government, a constitutional and legal government, and the opposition 
side. that is the Liberation Front. What do the communists mean by nother political 
forces ll in South Vietnam? The communists have tried to invent such political forces 
in an attempt to justify their three-partite national concord government. In the past, 
as we rejected their call for the establishment of a coalition government. the 
communists changed this coalition government to a tripartite national concord government. 
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Then j as we rejected the term Vltripart1te.i~ they changed thiS tripartite national. 
concord government to a national concord government, Naive people believed that the 
communists no longer speak of a tripartite government 0 However~ 'when th~y were asked 
about the '1omposltion of the national concoI'd government the communists repeated that 
this government would consist of three equal parties, as in the past . .As you see~ even 
though the communis ts have dropped a few words ~ the rea'. na ture of the na tiona 1 concord 
government is a coalicion government. In the end, the communists still cling to the 
three-partite element. 

Many have said that it does not matter if there 1s a three-partite government p because 
this government would be established in Saigon and nowhere else. However~ the 
communists revealed once again their deceitful nature when they were asked about the 
operating prooedures of the three-partite national concord government. They said that 
like the' Saigon government. the Liberation Front government has a central government-­
we do not know where this central government is located--and governments in the pro­
vinces, cities, districts~ villages and hamlets, In Sum~ there exist two different 
governments. 1', control these two different governments there must be a three-partite 
national concord government at the eentral level and three-partite national concord 
governments in the provinces~ cities g districts, villages and hamlets, The communists' 
crafty plot is not to have a national concord government at the top level to settle 
the South Vietnam problem, but to'establisr. the nat10",81 concord government down to 
the. village and hamlet levels in order to control the peopie and seize power. 

You know only too well that there are no communist administrations in villages and 
hamlets exce··'t for the third force, or administrations of the Liberation Front 
'which return from time to ttme +·0 pillage and collect taxes. All all .... villages and 
hamlets have elec~ed administrative committees, except ror a rew dozen hamlets along 
the border~ in which the communists are said to have their administrations o ThuS, 
the village and hamlet admini,strations of the third component do not really exist. 
but the communis ts will create them. The communists say that there are three separate 
components, but according to their arguments they really ha"e two. while \o?e have vnly 
one, In fact, the Liberation Fron~ belongs to the communists and the third component 
also serves as their lackey. Obviou~ly this is a type of coalition government extending 
from the central to the hamlet levelS, 

The communists not only want a coalition they a'50 plot to control th' people. 
perhaps this is Something you compatricts are nct aware of~ because ttus far you have 
thought that the coalition government Shou~d be present only in Saigo~ for form 1s 
sake to prove that there is 8 coalition. Such is the communists t deSign. 

Now they say that this coaliti.on government would work for 6 months to organize general 
elections What is the purpose of there elections? They say there would be a new con­
stitutional assembly. a new constitution and then a new legiSlative assembly. a new 
judiciary body and a new executive body, That is~ everything must be redone. from the 
central to the hamlet levels. ,As regards the fate of the RV,N Gov€rnment. they say that 
this government would be dissolved because there is no reaSon for it to remain. 
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But this is not the problem; the curnmunists $aid they did net participate in electing Mr Thieu and did not have a candidate in the presidential election
o I say now that I agree to achieve peace, With an end to the war and a guaranteed peace~ I will resign and let the communists partici.pate in the election with their candidates and be members of the electoral committee. 

The communists now say that there will not be a presiaential election o that Mr Thieu must resign~ and that concerning th~ reelection of the national assembly and other organizations; the entire southern national assembly. executive. legislature and jt-di~ ciary must quit, and not only the president. 

What do you see, gentlemen? The communists will not elect a president. Even if I resign. the communists» knowing that they do not have the southern people on their side, realize that the southern people are not 5-0 naive that they will elect a communist president such as Nguyen HUll Tho. Huynh Tan Phat or Pharn Van Dong, There~ fore the communists disapprove of a presidential election because they know they would lose o 

Concerning the nroblem of what system, the communists ask why a president. and not a chairman. should be elected because they know that the presidential system is strict. Even if several communists become members of our government p it would be reshuffled­sooner or la+~r and then these communists would lose their posts and never gain real power, Therefore the c ommunls ts advocate II. par 1 iamen tary syS tern. Wi th a parI iamen tary 'system. The national assembly may be dissolved at any time and So may the government. The communists i goal and hidden motive are: lr they fail to win in thiS round, they will win in another. If a national assembly 1s reelected every 3,5~ 6 or 7 months and if a government is dlsso1v~d again and again this would create a situation similar to trat of the Fourth French Republic. This would create political cl).os, and ir" this political chaoS. whic.,h is like troubled waters, the communists would fiSh. 

Political chaos is always a medium for the communists to rule the roost. The commu­nists indiscriminately take advantage of the term "democracy" to rule the ronst in the political arena o and if they' fail two or three times they will try aga,in,and again, perhaps 10 times. and they will succeed in becoming members of the national 'assembly and the government with a [words indistinct]. 

These are the deceitful tricks of the communists. But thiS is not all. I remind the compatriots that 3 or 4 years ago, when t~lking about a coalition government,· the communists issued resolutions 7 and 13 in which the communist cadres said this 'coalition would be a coalition in broad daylight for form's sake in Saigon and that their party ought to control all localities '10 as to seize powerG In their latest resolution the communists now say: We are struggling against the Americans for a governaent of national concord, a three-segment government~-a three-se~ent government for form?s sake at the superstructure level. but we must seize power in the provinces, cities, districts, villages and hamlets. But worse still. the communists also say: Even if there is a cease-fire, a government of national conco~d and an eleotion 6 months later. we must prepare our troops to str'lke the last blow at that time--I say the last blow--in nrder to completely seize power, becau3e with political activities alone we are not assured of victory. So we must strike the military blow. 

7 
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We must understand that one thing 1s linked with another.. When the communists plar 
to st:t:'ike the last military blow against the south" they also plan if1 their military 
soluT:ion to ignore the North Vietnamese communists \' withdrawal" Therefore the 
conununists also want to keep 13 divisions in the south and then send ,in additional 
tanks and armored vehicles ['rom the nor'th~ because they know that when a cease~flre 

1s .in effect the Americans w,ill stop bombing. stop bombir.g, stop blockading North 
Vietnamese ports and withdraw U.S. troops. At that time the USSR and Communist 
China will provide the North Vietname$e communists With more equipment» tanks and 
antiaircraft artillery" The North Vietnamese communists \oj'111 send equipment to the 
south or to the Ben Hai area~ Six months after a political solution has been reached 
the Americans will have withdrawn completely and there wIll be nc allies to support 
us~ At that time the North Vietnamese communists will strike the last military blow~ 
using North Vietnamese troops in the south. 

This is why the North Vietnamese communists say nothing about the problem of with­
drawal of their 13 divisions and artillery to the north and continue to reserve for 
themselves the right to remain in the south. The North Vietnamese communists say 
that the North Vietnamese troops have the right to go to the south to fight because~ 
according to the North Vietnamese communists i the Vietnamese people have the right 
to be in the south to chase the "U .. S. aggressors" away. 

Such is the North Vietnamese communists' stubbornness [words indistinct] and in 
(?previous) talks the North Vietnamese communists have increaSingly exposed them­
selves and with every passing day have exposed another trap or ambush. The North 
Vietnamese communists have placed traps under the flowery term "national concord" 
[words indistinct]. If international public opinion had not known this~ and if we 
had not known this, we would have mistakenly sat at the conference table and ended 
the war. When the North Vietnamese communists say someth.ing and we reject it~ they 
then claim we have sabotaged peace and a cease~fire. 

The communists went further. They said that when agreements are signed p all the 
administrative machinery in the south such as the national police and the rural 
pacification and development force must be dissolved completely; that Is, all the 
machinery of this administration must be dissolved. 

They also said there must be freedom and democracy following thiS. When asked what 
they meant by freedom and democracy~ tney said: We must have the right to conduct 
political activities~ diSCUSS politics and propagandize anywhere and by any means; 
although we live in military areas and not in your areas~ because of freedom of 
circulation~ political freedom and freedom of opinion and propaganda we must be 
allowed to go to the Saigon market- to t.alk. Regarding freedom of the press p they 
said: We must have the right to publish as many papers as we want and say what we 
want; there will be no law at all and) particularly» the wartime and martial laws 
must all be abolished. 

I have ju.st presented some aepects of the hooligan nature of the communi,sts 1 proposals 
[WGrd5 .indlstinct]. My a1m here 15 to bee that the c:ompatr'iots are not led astray by 
t:be expreSSion 1inatioDal c(mcord 9 If Which ~ounds beautiful but ac,taally means 1icoal i tion. II 
Obv1ouslY9 through such a coalition they hope to stage a coup dletat~ They not only 
want a cease~'fire.: they also want te:, deal the final military bloW' by leaving northern 
troops here after a ceas€=fire to deal the blow. Thus no one is deceived by this 
crafty~ perfidicu5 scheme of the commun1sts~ 
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Recently Pharo Van Dong o pre,mlE'l'" of the, Hanoi leader'ship. admitted. that schemeo Ans'wex·-· l.ng quesi-1.ons by tf1,e press v he said that .following a cease~fire in the soutn and. terminatJou of the AmerJ..cans i h('lmbing and blockade there would be two governments lfl the south and the~e tiofO governments would negotiate to establish a three~segment ccalit.ton gcvernment~ On the oth<-3r hand g he also said that 'W'i'th. a cease=tire ,in place in the south, the AmerIcans must stop bombing and blockading the north and must ~ithdraw all their forces) but he has never said that the communist i'orces would also be ('ompletely wItndrawn t'rom the south. He said that there would be direct negotiat..1ons between varim1s sides .in the south aimed at establishing a provisional coalition government, WhiCh would be followed by general elect:ions in the south to elect a new national assembly. All this clearly reveals the communists~ dark schemesQ 

Moreover~ Pham Van Dong recently stated very insolently: Mr Thieu should leave$ but he now is allowed to stay on only as a member of one segment of the three~segment government ~ 1 ike any' other member, but not as chairman of "Chis three= segment gcvernment ~ Meanwhile ~ ttle present. RVN Government that is allowed to last for 6 months would be wi thout Mr Th1eu and must be immediately dis sol ved after' these 6 months ~ 

Recently the communists arrogantly proposed a cease=f1reo OUr compatriots in the countryside and provinces~ especially in areas under communist attack or control p were informed by the communists about a cease-fire before 20 September~ Then~ after that day the communists said there would be a cease-fire before the UoS. election dayo 

They made necessary preparations for the cease-fire. For 1nstance g they seized sewing machines from the people and ordered our compatriots to make rive rlags for each home and a certain number of flags for each village. Then they bought paint and cloth. USing black paint to smear our slogans and national flag and yellow and red paint for their flags and slogans. They have created a new flag which they call the three-segment coalition government flag. They have drawn a blue circle around the gold star of North Vietnam1s flag to form the flag of the coalition government~ 

All these things are revealed in documents the communists haVe disseminated among their echelons. The communist FOWlS and the communist cadres and soldiers who have returned to the national cause under the open arms program have also revealed this~ thus showing that the communists are making preparations for a tricky cease-fire. 

In sum~ while the communists proposed the formation of a three-segment government, they begged the Americans in France to agree to a cease-tireo However, while there has been no agreement on a cease-tire~ they have made preparations for achieving their tricky designs before, during and after the cease-fire. 

Thus we can see that for the communists, signing an agreement is one thing and destroying the agreement is another. Before undertaking negotiations, the communists-already showed their dishon~st deSigns. Bator joining a game p they plan to put out the lights and grab the money from the other players, 

Let me read some documents. so the compatriots can see what the communists have done. 
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WhY do the ccmmunl,sts demand a cease~fire? This is eas.ily 'u.nderstood. Six months ago 
they attacked us beCa'LiSe they believed they could take Quang Tr1.! Thua Thien j Rinh Long!, 
Binh. Duong and then S21gon~ Kontum and Pleiku5 and then 'there must certainly b:.' a 
coalition government and a cease-fj,re, Therefore the conununists made necessary 
preparations prior to 29 March" They made these preparations because they had 
hatched an aggressive design and were sure they would succeed, They were sure there 
would be a coa1.ition government. and therefore they ha,d 'to prepare for a oea5e~fire. 

And now why do they prepare for a cease~fire? Because they are already defeated, 
because they know there wjll be a pres~dential election in the United states in 1 
or 2 weeks j and that the north is now exhausted, that all their divisions are badly 
mauled in South Vietnam and that almost all their 1,000 tanks and heavy artillery 
pieces have been destroyed. Quang Tri and Binh Dinh have been reoccupied by the ARVN. 
The communists a~~ unable to take Kontum and Einh Long j nor are they able to fight in 
Kien Tuong, Cal Lay and Cai Be. 

They therefore think that now is the right time to propose a cease-fire to President 
Nixon, because prior to election day the U.S. president may adopt an indulgent 
attitude, and it 15 necessary for them to take advantage of this opportunity. Other­
wise, once reelected, the U.S. president, with the U.S. peopleJs and Congress i support, 
1-J111 hit the north even ha.rder~ 

The north has now exhausted 70-80 percent of its potential. With its remaining 20 
percent military potential how can it resume the attacks against the south if the 
U.S. bombings and minjngs continue? Therefore this is the time for them to save 
what they can in North Vietnam as well as in South Vietnam. Otherwise, it we keep 
on fighting and exterminating them and it the United states keeps on bombing them, 
North Vietnam will be completely destroyed and it will thus no longer have the 
strength to fight a last battle before a negotiated settlement is achieved. 

As I h~ve said, the communists will continue to fight after the cease-fire and after 
the creation of a coal::I,tion governmenL Do not believe that they will stop thei.r 
military attacks. They want a coalition government so that later they (an fight 
the last battle. They consider this thE' time for +'l-.em to flatter the U,S. Government 
in orner to obtain a cease-fire. Thus, as I have pointed out, although there is not 
a cea,::;e .. fire yet, they a.lready plan to cheat on it, I will explain their trick: 

The comnru.nists have stressed the need to seize the opportunity this year to win the 
big victory and end the war 1n 1972. They said: We must fight because this year the 
U.S. strength in South Vietnam will be reduced to a level dangerous for South Vietnam., 
We must fight, '"his is correct. Moreover~ we must take advantage of the U.S. 
p:resl.dential e~ ections. Our objecttve is tn basically defeat the Vietnamization 
scheme 0 Our objective is to frus .......... ate the !'Ural pac,ification program, win the people 
and create a pos:1tion of superiority and readiness for a political solution, 

Thus, while flattering the United States to obtain a cease-fires the communists are 
making preparations. They said: After a political solution our military forces must 
make preparations to r a final battle. We mus t build up our fighting fo rces so that 
following the negotiations we will have strong fighting forces and during the cease­
fire ue will be ready to [words i.nd.istinct] and fight the decisive battle. 
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'I'hen the conrmun.lsts dealt wtth tasks to be fj.ccompl.ished. before I durlng and after the 
ceClSe"".f.ire. Thev ordered thei r cad:r'es to do th5,s before the cease~fire: launch ar 
-u.prls:i.ng .movemerrt t.o li'beX'ate the countrysj,de i win the people and j,and.$ expand the 
CI,reas ad,1a.cent to cit.ies and towns, step up the u.rban struggle movement and create 
a f'c 0 thold .fo r the unde rground, cad res ~n the ct ties during this pe rioa of open" legaJ. 
and wi,desnread activities, They stressed the need to launch a general uprising 
movement c01,1e:ring the period before) dur,ing and ai'ter the cease-fire. Thl.S means 
that they are prepar~d to motivate the people to arise and seize administrative 
power even during the cease-fire. They oN,erect their cadres to motivate the local 
people to destroy posts and refugee camps in order to drive the refugees back to 
areas under conunun.ist control" while br:tngtng their people in these areas near the 
posts and to the ~ities and urging the urbanites to leave for areas under communist 
contrnl) in defL ... nce of our nat:tonal laws. Thus, they would induce the people in 
refugee camps and cit:ies to go to areas under their control. On the other hand, 
they wl11 send people from these areas to the cities to mingle with the urbanites, 
defying our national laws. 

The communists are preparing for a flag-·.flying c1 imax, In various places such as 
Quang Nam, Quang Tin~ Quang Ngai and Binh Dinh they have given instructions that 
each pa'"'ty member must have two or three flags, each .family must have at least .five 
or more and each village must prepare to have from 300 to 500 flags and must buy 
cloth for the flags and paint for writjng slogans. Each village must sew many 
large flags and each citizen must have from one to six small ones to fly everywhere. 
The people1s sewing machines will be mobilized to sew flags and people are forced 
to contribute cloth and paint. Those who do not have these materials will have to 
contr1.bute money so that flags and paint wi.Il be prepared to erase all traces of' the 
nationalist administration, Thus f by various methods the communists everywhere are 
instructing people to sew flags and prepare paint to write slogans, 

If a cease-fire solution comes about, the communists will shell populated areas s 
occupy key points and take control of comrrrunications lines to disrupt the economy, 
and organize disguised sapper and guerrilla units to conduct assassinations and 
attacl::s in cities and to ... ms. Immediately after the signing of a cease-fire agreer:1ent. 
thpy ',{ill move the masses to create disturbances by conducting illegal activities, 
incl-J.dlng terro·rist measures. They will instigate the masses to start a political 
struggle and conduct troop and enemy-proselyting activities, spark mutinies and 
dpsertions Hithin ARVlJ ranks, organize secret organs to liquidate RVN civil servants s 
and drive the masses to hunt down the "cruel thugs. II In 3 to 7 days after the Cease­
fir,:, agreer.lE'nt has come into effect, taking advantage of th:.s transitional phase, 
the conununists will have the masseS disrupt our local admiristration and security, 
lead the people to areas urner temporary communist control and eliminate our administrative 
personnel. 

The communists l·rill also order their army to strive to strengthen the three blows in 
the mi.litary,l political and popular fields and attack continuously to achieve the 
greatest victories in this transitional phase before, during and after a cease-fire, 
They Hill have the masses revolt and destroy all facilities, equipment and documents 
of the local administration, build up the guerrilla warfare movement and develop 
the village and hamlet guerrilla force. Thus, it would by no means be an armistice. 

;/ 
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They will try to organi~e patri0tl~ 501diers~ cells within ARVN ranks, especially 1n 
10,:,a1 bases and pUStS and in each unl-t, and motivate families of patriotic people to 
c.onduct trfJop~proselyting acti\1'1ties everyw'here, In short" they wlll incite the people 
to part1.eipate 1n mass dem(.lnstratlons and cause disturbanoes by starting fires and 
Setting urf explosions to dlsrupt public order, The cumm"unist sappers 'will sabotage 
pOW"er p'ants and water m1.11s to cause difficulties for t;he people living ir> the cities. 
and then they will instiga'te the l!laSses to aemonstrate and demand that the adminis­
tration provide water and electricity. 

In brief, the 1972 resolution of the Gommunists clearly points out: OUr intention 
is not to reach a c;ease~flTe, Our goal is to defeat the united States. to force it 
to pullout of the south, and to claim victory for the communist revolution. To uS p 

a cease-fire does not mean that we must stop firing. 

TherefoI'e~ the communists now have made such plans to open up on the people with their 
mortars, According to the communists. their central leadership (1a1ms) to end the war, 
but a cease-fire will have no effect. Although the communists have not yet agreed to 
a cease-fire they declare that ~uch a cease-fire will have no effect and that .they 
must fight on. The oommunists say: So far as we are concerned. a cease-fire does not 
mean that we must maintain our present military and political Situation when an agree­
ment is reached~ but that we must strive to gain maximum advantage both before and 
after a political solution is reaohed. 

Documents kept by the secretary of the fifth region party committee in the Trl~Thlen 
area reveal~ we must strive to gain maximum advantage at the Paris eonferenee~ and 
we have already worked out plans to oontinue our struggle following an agreement on 
a cease~f1re. For us a cease-fire is but temporary" 'lie aim to end the war with the 
victory set for·th by the party-=thls is to take over the administration,in the south" 
Therefore. we regard any oease-fire as merely a change in our form of struggle. 
Actually, we must prepare for war even before a cease=fireo And when a eease~fire 
solution has been reaehed~ we must sparke the revolution and rise to seize power. 

All thiS is the content or captured documents belonging to tbe communists, which they 
have disseminatea to their varlo"lls echelons. During their interrogations, POW's and 
ralliers have also said the same. 

My aim is to Show all of' yell COlY'patrl.c:ts, brothers and sisters, that while the comMunists 
are begging ·and exploiting the United States for a cease"firl! to protect their lIltlitary 
potentlal in both the north and the south, they still in fact intern 00 have a cea.se­
fire without ceasing their gunfire" Moreoverv they stl.ll intend to take advant:age of 
a ceas~'·'fire to "est and re~oV'er tnf!ir strF,ngth, S0 that aft~i" formati(;n of a i.,.~C,al1.tltn 

goverro,."ent and the U.S, withdra~'al tney Mlght use that 1l111tary strength and take 
advantage of the dlsorgJ.n12,ed ·"caliti.on gOVf!rnment in the south to deal thel.r final 
mi.!.itdry blow and sel,(;e power. The eOlnmun1sts ~"lso say that a cease=fire 1S but a. 
phase, a change :Ln the ['oI'm of the ;".'ar, and that it 'will nc:t bring about an end to the 
war. ThUS, the compatr.1ots MuSt see that when the '''r')lIIIunists taik about a c:ease~rlre 
ltle Should not believe that they will respect it, When t:he communists say we must have 
a cease=fire to end the 'Iolar and settle the politioal p'oblea in a calJl. manner and. ln 
a spirit of natiunal concord, perhaps wee but not they. are the only ones who will 
act accordingly. 



IV. 26 Oct 72 SOUTH VIETNAM 

TheJr ob,ject;ive is to drive the United states out of' the country so that the North 
Vletnamese troops may stay to prepare for another attack~ 'Ihus v if a coalltion 
gov~rnment could be ,formed the communists would wi.n military and politically~ Ir. 
SUID 9 as the compatriot 'brothers and si.sters can see» the communists have begged 
for a cease-t'ire at a time when they are weak" and yet they have already plan.ned 
dishonest schemes in this cease-flre~ 

Now the compatriots may ask: IIMr President. please tell the compatriots what is 
going on. II As I have saids ti-te communists are actively negotiatlng with the United 
states in Paris for a cease-fire~ Why? I have just said that the communists want 
the united states to get out of the country and to stop bombing and mining the north 
so tha t they may receive Soviet and Chinese communist aid to make up what they have 
lost in South Vietnam and what has been destroyed by bombs and shells in North 
Vietnam, 

The communists want the United States to get out of the country, while the North 
Vietnamese communist troops remain in the south and refuse to return to the north. 
Then they call for a cease-fire solution which must go along with a political 
coalition solution and a three-segment government coalition~ Then they would 
provoke disturbances in the south and use the armed forces to deal us a hard blow. 
At that time they would certainly be victorious~ without the United states being 
able to resume the bombing and mining of the northo And perhaps at that time the 
United States would be unable to lntervene again~ 

As for us~ what are we now doing? As I have stated on several occasions, we do not 
try to avoid a cease-fire~ because a cease-fire must come first before peace can be 
restored. To have peace it is necessary to solve the military war and to have a 
cease-fire" For our sideD we have proposed a cease~flre for the past many yearso 
I had stated that we can achieve a cease-fire todays or tomorrow~ We do not fear 
a cease-fireD first of all because we already have a political and military stand­
point, that is» we already have a stand on a cease-fire3 on the end of the war, 
and a clear-cut political solution, 

Our stand is to insure a serious cease-fire and a genuine peace. I have repeatedly 
stated that to achieve a serious cease-fire, they must withdraw all North Vietnamese 
troops and all their weapons to the north. They are the aggressors; they must 
withdraw from the south. They demand that the United states go home, and so they 
must also go home. They say that all foreign troops must leave the country. Since 
they ape the ones who came from the north to launch an aggression against the south, 
they must also get out of the south. 'Ehe south did not invite them. They came of 
their own will, to launCh an aggression against the south, and therefore they must 
go home. 

tole haVE: stated that if a cease-fire occurs» it must be a cease-fire throughout 
Indochina, because if the North Vietnamese communists are allowed to stay in 
Cambodia and Laos they will be able to jump into the south to attack us at any 
time they want. If now they dare not fight us, and keep on fighting the Cambodian 
and Lao people, then some day they will not hesitate and fight Us. In this case I 
do not think that such a cease-fire would be a serioUS one or that peace, if it should 
be restored, would be secureD for the communists would be free to ·come from Cambodia 
and Laos to attack us any time they want. As for us, we would not be able to do 
anything, because we would have to spend all our time defending ourselves. 
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The compatriots may ask why the president seems to be so busy since the arrival of 
the assistant and :r.'epresentatl.ve of the U.S. President in the country? Moreover. 
according to radio and TV broadcasts the president had seven or eight meetlngs~ day 
and night~ lasting l.~ to 5 hours each time. This is correct. I have held meetings 
d~,y and night with the National Security Council, with the armYi with Dr Kissinger, 
the U.S. assistant for national security affairs~ for 7 consecutive days. I took 
no rest, working 14 to 15 hours a day. 

As all of you know, for the past many years we and the united states have been on 
the one side and the co~~unists on the other side at the Paris conference on 
Vietnam. In the country, we and the United States are fighting the communists 
together. Therefore we have cooperated and discussed with the United states on 
every matter we have to talk about with the communists, and we have the same view 
on peace and on a cease-fire. 

In recent months in their secret talks with Dr Kissinger in France, the cQ@ffiunists 
advanced their hooligan political solution, which they explained at le.n~th. ,They 
argued a great deal a,bo"u.t this. Most recently :;he communists advanced a ao~ca.l.led 

cease~fire solution ar~ also argued a great deal about it. The United states and 
South Vietnam have of course acted on a coordinated basis. We have not talked 
directly with the communists. because they are very afraid to talk directly with us. 

The communists talk directly with the united states perhaps because they believe 
that in this election period the united states may be easy-going, and that it would 
put pressure on us. The communists have therefore talked directly with the United 
states and dare not talk directly with us. The communists have advanced solution 
after solution and proposal after proposal. Of course, we did ask the Americans 
to inform us of any proposals advanced by the communists in their negotiations and 
talks with them, and then we would express our views on these proposals and the 
Americans would inform the communists of these views. This would benefit the 
quest for peace. 

Although we are flexible about these secret talks. we maintain that the ultimate 
decisions about everything must be made by our government~ that we must be 
consulted about any views~ and any solution must be decided by us if it is to 
have any value. Whatever we say we cannot accept must be faithfully reported to 
the communists by the U.S. Aelegate. 

concerning the AInericans, we also know that in the interna:t:ional arena they can 
talk with Communist China and the USSR. We assert that we will acclaim any effort 
by anyone~ by the United States or any great power--by anyone, any member of the 
United Nations, even by the Pope--aimed at helping to restore a just peace in Vietnam. 

Nevertheless, everything must be decided ultimately by us, and no one is allowed 
to do anything on our behalf. No one can replace the 17.5 million southern people 
or force us to accept Qr refuse anything, and no one is allowed to sign any cease­
fire p armistice or peace agreement without it being signed by the Government of 
the Republic of Vietnam. We must clearly determine the scope of our authoritJ and 
ultimate decisions and Views, but we also acclaim those who go between to consult 
the other side about its views. But in the end if something is achievable. we 
and the communists must sit together and make the ultimate decision. 

j.) 



IV. 26 Oct 72 L 15 SOUTH VIETNAM 

I have worked together with Dr KIssinger in the past few days. Dr Kis:::;)_nger did 
talk with North Vietnam$ and he had to talk with Saigon and learrL our views. I 
now can say that I worked hard with Dr Kissinger in the past 4 or 5 days. because 
many problems had to be discussed. I can say that our discussions were very use~ 
ful, because I and Dr Kissinger exchanged our views very openly. When the 
Americans seek to know our views on any problem, we let them know our views 
correctly. When we ask the U.S. Government IS views, we also can learn them 
correctly. 

The probes are continuing, and no solution can yet be considered as going to be 
signed or definite. Today I want to inform the compatriots of this. The United 
states and Vietnam--allies on the one side-~must exchange their views so as to 
talk with the communists, 

What is my present stand. as president? I have expressed it many times. I want 
now to reassert it succinctly. OUr stand is simple. For us, to restore peace 
it is necessary to take three important and basic prOblems into consideration. 

First. we must say that we have always used the 1954 Geneva agreement as a basis. 
We say that the north is the north, that the south is the south. and that the 
north and the south are two different zones, pending their unification. We do 
not know when this unification will be achieved. We still want this unification. 
but this problem will be solved in the future. 

However. both zones must remain temporarily separate. South Vietnam belongs 
to the southerners, while North Vietnam belongs to the communists. The two 
zoneE are not allowed to invade each other. but must respect each other. North 
Vietnam must not send troops to invade South Vietnam. 

The question of national reunification will be dealt with later. Our country 
must be reunified through peaceful and democratic means and not through weapons. 
I want to stress that the two zones must not interfere in each other IS internal 
affajrs. As regards relations between the south and the north, such as trade 
or economiC relations. the Saigon and Hanoi governments will sit in on the 
negotiations. Concerning this matter, I have on a hundred occasions invited the 
Hanoi government to hold negotiations any place and at any time. If North 
Vietnam wants to exchange its coal for South Vietnam 1s rice or anything else. or 
if it wants to deal with reunification of the country. I say okay. But I am 
sure. and you compatriots can see. that the communists want to shirk these 
questions, because they are the aggressors. 

Now I want to say that according to the 1954 Geneva agreement, North Vietnam has 
no authority in South Vietnam. Because North Vietnam has been invading South 
Vietnam, it must withdraw all its troops and has no right to partiCipate in or 
interfere in South Vietnamrs internal political affairs in any form whatever. 
The North Vietnamese have their government p their preSident. and their national 
assembly. If we USe their constitution, this means that we accept their regime. 
We South Vietnamese have our own regime. Thus; temporarily there are two separate 
countries which have no right to invade each other. According to the Geneva 
agreement, North Vietnam1s violation of the DMZ is considered an aggressive act. 

First. the North Vietnamese communists must respect and return to the limits 
determined by the 195~ Geneva agreement. Thus. they have no military or political 
right in South Vietnam at all. 
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Secondg to achieve a peace solution in the military field. NOrth Vietnam's troops 
must be withdrawn to the north. because they have no right to remain in South Vlet~ 
narn. But the North Vietnamese communists have ignored this fact. They have asked 
the Amer1cans~ Koreans, Thais and Filipinos to go home. but they have never said 
where they in turn would go. Here I want to draw your attention to the cOmmunists' 
trick: During the past 3 years that they have sent their troops to South Vietnam, 
North Vietnamese army units have been scattered and then ordered to join village 
and hamlet guerrilla units. For what purpose? Their purpose 1s that when a cease­
fire occurs they can say these guerrillas are southerners and not nOrtherners. HOw 
can we make a distinction between southerners and northerners? Moreover. these 
northern guerrillas, who have long been in south Vietnam, have learned to speak with 
a southern accent. If the ICC members ask them and hear their southern accent. they 
will say: Ah, they are southerners and not northerners. Thus, the problem 1s regarded 
as sOlved. because these foreigners know nothfng about it and have proved to be incompe­
tent in this matter. 

The story will be the same in LaOs. The communists will ask the American~ tQ g~ h~e. 
The North Vietnamese troops will return to North Vietnam frOm Laos. But it 15 easy 
to make a distinction between an American and a North Vietnamese, because the fOrmer 
have a protruding nose and blue eyes [words indistinctJ. The communists will say 
that the Americans have not yet gone hOme if they see the latter anywhere, They will 
make a namelist of Americans, from generals to privates, and then will run a count 
at the airport. Meanwhile. if the Americans ask them about the number of repatriated 
North Vietnamese. they will answer: 48. If they are asked about the SOldiers, they 
will say they have no soldiers in Laos. In reality, tens of thousands of communist 
troops remain in this country, wearing the unifOrms and caps of Pathet Lao troops 
and learning to say a few sentences in Lao. If the ICC members ask these NOrth Viet­
namese soldiers in Vietnamese, the latter will pretend to ignore the Vietnamese 
language and will say a few words in Lao. In the final analysis the Americans, the 
12 countries in charge of insuring peace, and the ICC have proven incompetent. 

At that time the communists will play this trick. All 300,000 or 400,000 NOrth Viet­
namese troops whO have been sent to south Vietnam will be "South-Vietnamized, II given 
One ID card each and sent to villages and hamlets. When a cease-fire occurs they 
will burn all civil status papers. If asked about their birthplace, they will say 
they were born in South Vietnam. Although they speak Vietnamese with a northern 
accent, they will say they moved to the south in 1954. If asked to show their ID 
cards~ they will say that all these papers were lost Or burned in the flames of war. 
How can the ICC members know about this when we ourselves cannot make the distinc­
tion between northerners and southerners, if we have seen no papers? 

As a result, these North Vietnamese cOmmunist troops could remain in South Vietnam, 
and North Vietnam would have an army to fight in case of war. If there 1s no war. 
these troops will be sent to the countryside to serve as party members and 
political cadres, to commit fraud in the elections. to murder Or kidnap people and 
to fOrce Our .compatriots to vote fOr communist candidates. 

The COmmunists remain tricky and deceitful. All the divisions coming from the nOrth 
have changed their names. If the ICC urges these divisions to return to the north, 
North Vietnam will say they belong to the Liberation Front. 
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I>1.v s tc.nd regarding tne peli. tical affaj '--'B cf' tbe sCll.th :Ls V?;r:'y c~le8,J:'·-''-,:ut: No,rth ViettJiJJE 

must withdraw lts men tc t~he north .• it does not have any I'ights in tr"~ '50Lltt.,. Tney 
are only two OPPOsif,10n paTties in the south. The Liberation Front has used weapons 
to oppose us. Its dootrine is dif'fere.n.t from ours. Yet we i'argive and allo~l it to 
be reconciled with us and to take part in. the eleet1.ons .if). order to participate in 
politinal li.fe on the basis of the right of self-determination. provided it will obey 
the 17 m.il11.on South Vietnamese peoplels decisi,on cn the type of government they wanto 

Any political solution to the South Vietnam problem must clearly reflect the percentage 
of the populat~on under the RVN Government is control and the communists' cont~ol. 
So far the communists have claimed that they control two~thirds of' the population. I 
challenged the communists to organize elections under international supervision to 
determine the percentage of people who want to Bide with the communists and people who 
want to remaJ.n with the RVN Government. I wanted to solve this problem once and for all, 
so that the (;ommunists could not claim that they controlled two-thirds of the population. 
However¥ the 00mmunists did not dare to accept my challenge, because they did not wan~ 
people to see the very low percentage of the population under their control. Any 
political solution must reflect the percentage of people who side with the Liberation 
Front and people who remain loyal to the RVN Government. 

I also proposed that both sides abide by the results of the elections. If the results 
of the elections in~icate that they control only a very low percentage of the population, 
they must resign themselves to it. If they control 90 percent of the population, we 
would allow them to cut our throats. However, they did not dare to accept my challenge, 
because in reality they did not control anyone. 

I adopt a similar stand regarding peace negotiations. I hold that the present war in 
Vietnam must be solved among the three sides: Between the north and south and between 
the RVN Government and the Liberation Front. The Saigon and Hanoi governments must 
negotiate and sign agreements on the problems concerning the north and south, without 
the Liberation Front having the right to put its nose into these affairs. The existing 
RVN Government and the Liberation Front must settle the internal affairs of the south, 
without the North Vietnamese communists having the right to put their noses into these 
problems. 

Yet, the North Vietnamese communists still demanded that they be allowed to take part 
in solving the internal affairs of the south and that the Liberation Front be allowed 
to participate in solving the problems concerning the north and south. They wanted us 
to recognize the existence of two different governments in South Vietnam. I am against 
this demand and hold that the problems concerning the north and south must be solved 
by the Saigon and Hanoi governments$ and the internal affairs of the south must be 
settled by the legal and constitutional RVN Government and the Liberation Front. 

As far as the Indochina problem is concerned~ the Republic of Vietnam will sit 
together with the united States, Cambodia and Laos to find a solution. Regarding 
the protection of world peace p the Republic of Vietnam always stands ready to attend 
a conference with the participation of the Soviet Union~ Communist China, Great Britain 
and other countries to find a solution to insure peace and stability in the world. 

'7 
! 
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Brothers and sisters, what do we have to do to cope wi.th the communists! dark scheme 
to nampaign for a c<?ase-fire while trying to undermine it and to campaign for peace and 
coalition while uslng military force to attack us and then rerusing to withdraw troops 
to t.he north? I want to tell you that a cease~fi:re may take place in the very near 
future, because the communists want to achieve a cease-fire in order to protect their 
war potential both in the north and south and because they believe a cease-fire before 
the U.S. presidential election is more favorable for them than after it. 

The communists are free to ask for a cease-fire. What we have to do is to maintain our 
stand. We are unafraid and (fa not avoid, but are ready to accept, a cease-fire, provided 
the cease-fire is consistent with our stand, is guaranteed. and will lead to peace and 
provided the communists will not take advantage of it. Not only we are not afraid, but 
we are also ready. 

People are wondering: If there is no cease-fire between now and the U.S. elect'ion, then 
when will there be a cease-rire? I tell the compatriots the truth, that s.op.:r~,r or later 
there will be a cease-fire. Why so? May I tell the compatriot brothers and ,Sisters that 
the commun1,sts have nothing left with which to fight us. They have fought" ~s t';;i: '15 
years and yet they cannot defeat us. And recently they were fought out of Quang Tri and 
Binh Long and were unable to take over Kontum. They suffered serious losses in men, 
tanks and armored vehicles. 

Meanwhile, the north has been heavily bombed. If they continue to be stubborn, the 
United States will continue the bombings and the blockading of' the north, and"'I do 
not know how long will they be able to stand. In the months ah,ead, if' we continue to 
fight them in the south while t~e United States continues to bomb the north, I do not 
know how long they will continue to be stubborn. Maybe they are going to ·'ask f'or a cease­
fire in 1, 2 or 3 months. No matter whether the cease-fire is achieved right now, 
tomorrow, prior to the election, or 1, 2, 3, or 5 months later. our stand will be the same. 
Therefore, whenever we have a sound stand we have nothing to f'ear from a cease-fire. 
Moreover, we are always ready for a cease-fire. because we have a sound stand and have 
asked for guarantees for a cease-fire. 

Therefore I advise you, compatriots. not to be afra.id . .1J'f a cease-fire, because we want it 
and are not afraid of it. RecentlY. upon learning that 1n rural areas the communists 
had prepared flags and deceitf'ully encroached upon hamlets and 'Won over the people, I 
convened meetings with central government organs, province chiefs and city council 
chairmen, because I need their cooperation in the localities. I have issued directives 
and adopted measures to smash communist schemes to prepare for a cease-fire and at the 
same time to sabotage it. Such schemes consisted of preparing flags, seizing sewing 
machines, attacking villages and hamlets, setting up blocking pOSitions on roads and 
so forth. I have ordered our armed forces and the local administrations to smash these 
schemes in the quickest manner and at the earliest possi~le time, 

In addition, other measures should be pnePlPi~ to guarantee security and a decent 
economic life for our compatriots when a cease-fire take place. We should make 
preparations so that if a cease-fire takes place, now or in a few months, we will not 
be in a disadvantageous position. Therefore we have planned measures to win over 
people and protect our land, wipe out enemy forces and insure safety along communications 
lines and a decent economic life for our compatriots. as well as security in the villages 
and hamlets. 
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.l want to potnt out to you, compa,t:~'J,nt:$, and particularly to our bx-other arn'!ymen and 
v'illagf'! and hamlet cadres, that even when a cease=fire takes place the laws and 
regulations aPPlied in the Republ.ic of Vietnam will be RVN laws and regulations and 
not those of' the co:r:nmunists or any other three~segment coali.tion gov'ernmento We still 
exist, and so do Our administration. our laws y our legislative branch, Our national 
assembly and Our army. No change has been wades and the nation's laws and regulations 
still exist and are being applied correctlyo 

I have also orde~ed that all communist schemes to sow disturbances and foment 
uprisings must be nipped in the bud. that the communist infrastructure must be wiped 
out quickly and merci.lessly. as has been done SO far, and that efforts be made to 
protect from communist sabotage the symbols of the national adminlstratlon~ banners~ 
mottos. flags" pict,ures. organs and documents 0 Communist acts aimed at disrupting 
the masses 1 normal activities must not be toleratedo Decree=laws governing war and 
martial law situations must be correctly applied. All elements who spread rumors to 
sow confusion among the masses must be puni.shedo We must from this moment endeavor to 
get rid of hooligans, thieves, robbers. deserters and undesirable elements. because 
the communist documents show that when a cease~fire takes place they will take 
advantage of these elements to SOw social disturbances and incite our compatriots to 
oppose our admini.stration. Therefore~ we must from now on get rid of these elements, 
and I have ordered our police and armed forces to shoot at them when~ver they see them. 
This is an order for them to carry out. Our compatriots' security and lives are 
important~ While those of these undesirable elements are insignificant. 

In addition, I have ordered our police and armed forces to prevent the setting up of 
communist associations to oppose the administration in rural areas, as well as 
communist incitment to hold demonstrations. labor strikes~ market and school 
boycotts. assassinations, kidnapings and sabotage. Orders have been given also to 
step up the protection of essential organs, so that our compatriots' lives can be 
secure and public utilities guaranteed. Orders also have been given concerning the 
prevention of enemy efforts to eliminate organs and documents symbolizing the 
constitutional and legal administration in the Republic of Vietnam~ These are orders 
I have given to our armed forces» administration, police and other forces to foil the 
communist scheme to sabotage the cease~fire and to enable uS to gain a dOminant 
position over the communists when a cease-fire occurs. 

compatriots and brothers and sisters, in short, when we have made all necessary 
preparations and adopted all necessary measures, there is no reason to be contused. 
Therefore we must stand ready~ consolidate our ranks, tighten the people-army 
solidarityp adopt military. security, and pacificatiQn measures. and stabilize the 
rear. We must make preparations concerning the handling of important problems i 

such as implementing laws p as well as concerning the appearance of such prOblems as 
flags, placards, paint and other things. In every case we must perform better than 
the communists, for we will never let them rule the roost in the southo Therefore I 
have already given clear instructions. 

The war continues as of now. Because the war is continuing, we continue to defeat 
the communists in every way, by our military and political activities. Our cadres 
and our rural pacification and developmentg Nothing has changed. However, whenever a 
cease~fire comes we will always respect it, as before. 

jet 
/ 
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We have always respected countless cease-fires on Tet, Buddha and Christmas days, 
wherea.s the --C'ODIII1un;;.sts have always demonstrated their brutal nature. During the 
daytime they did not move, or moved in the forests, but at night they stealthily 
inf.iltrated the villages and hamlets. 

Whenever they violate a cease-fire we must react very vigorously. Of course we mus~ 
always demonstrate our good will by respecting peace, cease-fires and agreements. But 
I have given orders to the army, police. civil defense force and regional and militi2. 
forces that if the communists first violate a cease-fire by firing a pistol, we will 
riposte with a rirIe; if they use rifles we will riposte with machineguns; :I.r they use 
mortars, we w11~ riposte with cannons; and if they use cannons, we will bomb them. 
There is no other way. 

A cease-fire must be seriously respected by both sides. But according to the document I 
have just read. the communists plan in the event of a cease-fire to act in !)as,r~,gard of 
national laws and the presence of the International Control Commissi-on. B.e-c~v.;?,e a 
cease-tire is a period of confusion. the communists will "advance in_ a wav.e 9£ ti.uc;cess, II 

launch uprising movements and prepare for military attacks. At that ti~e our 17.5 million 
southern people with 1.5 million soldiers and cadres and 3 or 4 million civil defense 
corpsmen will not let them rule the roost. If' they violate once, we must riposte 10 times. 
making them unable to violate the cease-fire again. 

Also concerning a cease-fire, while our entire armed forces and people must make all-out 
ef'forts to smash the communists' dark schemes in making preparations for a cease-fire while 
also sabotaging it. today I also appeal to all political part~es, religions and aSSOCiations 
to participate with the administration in smashing the communists' dark scheme and 
preparations for cheating in a cease-t'ire, and also to participate in assisting the local 
administration in preparing t'or future measures which, when a cease-fire comes, would 
make us ready to prevent the communists from sabotaging the cease-fire, and espeCially from 
massacring innocent civilians and compatriots. 

I also have instructed government -officials, province chiefs, and iT,ayors on_what is to 
be done and have appealed to mass organizations, political parties, religions and 
associations, I also instructed the chairmen of municipal and provincial councils 
to appeal to all strata of the people, religions and Political parties in their 
localities to unite with the entire armed forces and people in taking common actions 
singlemindedly and to be resolute first of all. 

r also appealed to them to pay attention even to the problem of flags. I said a 
communist can hold two flags in one hand and stick three others on his clothing 
and that our nationalists must do the same thing by holding two national flags--
a Catholic can hold an additional Catholic flag. a Buddhist an additional Buddhist 
flag, a Caodaist an additional Caodaist flag, and a Hoa Hao Buddhist an additional 
Hoa Hao Buddhist flag--to demonstrate that they are South Vietnamese nationaltS'ts 
and not communists. 

~e hooligan communists want to show a large number of flags everywhere, to lead the 
ICC to conclude that they control all the territory and that the people side with them. 
Therefore we must show not only one national flag but also flags of political parties 
and religions. The more flags the better, the larger the flags the better. and in as 
many places as possible. Each house. hamlet, village, and individual should have flags. 
Only 1n this way canwe triumph over the deceitful conununists. 
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Those who witnessed the situation. ii, 1954 know about the ca!lllnur;,ists I c:t"a.ftY1 

deceltful schemes and acts~ I thl.nk that a number of our compatriots and 
brothers iT.'. the army who have lived in this period must know about the communlsts I 
cunning maneuvers afiQ must be deter~ined to punish them severely. 

Furthermore, I also calIon all of you in various political parties. religions, 
associations and mass organizatIons not to let yourselves be divided and not to 
listen to rumors spread by the communists, the colonialists, the false peace 
advocates and the political scoundrels, lest we create dissension among ourselves 
and among the nationalist ranks, weakening our own strength, for this weakening, 
dissent and situation of conflict wUI be exploited by no one but the communists. 

The communists ._,nly hope that after they have been defeated militarily they can 
take advantage of the internal disintegration of our nation to claim victory. And 
at the present t1ro.e p prior to a cease~fire, the cOIl!J:l!.'\:nists have tried plans to 
sow dissension. For example, recently the communists spread the rumor that 
President Thieu had agreed to the formation of a three'~segment government, to cause 
confusion in our army with a view to making the ar~ believe I had become a 
Vietnamese traitor or a countryseller, so that it could stage a coup d1etat or so 
that various polItical parties would rise up to oppose me. The communists also 
stated that (?according to a number of) representatives and sen.atol"S, I had been 
allowed by them to remain in power. Therefore, I had already accepted a coalition 
government. Then they said that I had agreed with the United states to form a 
committee to join the communists in a three-segment government and that this 
committee consisted of six members, comprising myself, the vice president, the 
premier, the senate chairman, the house speaker and the president of the supreme 
court. The communists added that when they asked for four more men, President Thieu 
brought forth four Can Lao Party members. 

Later the communists turned to the Buddhist side and told the latter that President 
Thieu had brought only Can Lao Party members and Catholics into the government, 
while the Buddhists had no representatives. By these rumors the communists wanted 
to create dissension between Catholicism and Buddhism, between the administration 
and political parties~ and among our nationalist ranks. 

FurthereD\:>re~ the communists also resorted to another trick: they spread the rumor 
that someday in the future President Thieu would discharge the marines and 
paratroopers. This trick is a clever one, as they thus incited the brother marines 
and paratroopers to opppose the government p oppose myself, or mutiny and stage a 
coup d!etat. Now if the marines and paratroopers listened to this rumor, lost 
their spirit, and refUsed to fight, who would be the ones to benefit? It is certain 
that the communists will renew their attack on Quang Tri. Therefore, I would like 
to advise all brothers not to listen to such rUD\:>rs. 

I have talked with the generals 
It is not that my stand has just 
of years~ as all of you brothers 

and with your commanders. 
achieved its firmness; it 
already know. 

MY stand 1s very firm. 
has been firm for dozens 

The communists also have spread rumors stating that this general accepted but 
another general :refused, that this general was b01.1ght by the United st'ates, that 
a certain general has agreed to a coalition proposal, that two generals have agreed 
but two others have Dot and so forth. 
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They also bought" some foreigners=-whose identi ty or wha t they are" tractor dri vers 
or what; else ~ we know rtot--who 'laimed to be officials of some embassies just 
arrived here f!'Om the 1Tnited states or France. These foreigners went to various 
province chiefs to C;l.r.!nnunce falsely that this problem had been settled. They even 
r.i:u"eatened and slal'dered province chiefs and generals in order to break their 
spirit. I advise all of you brothers not to listen to their talks. As for myself, 
I pay no attention to them. 

At the present time the communists say there is dissension within the National 
Security Counc.i.l~ that the vice president, the premier and the president are 
following three different lines. However~ the National Security Council holds 
daily meetings, and its stand is a common one q This common stand is not the 
stand of the council; it is a stand of the entire people and the entire army, 
a national salVation but not a country-selling stand. 

Thus g the communists I aim is to sow dissension within our national superstructure. 
I will talk to the army~ and I will surely ask our brothers in the army if ~y 
stand is correct. I will ask; After 15 years of fighting and after experiencing 
so many sacrifices and hardships--including the deaths of many soldiers as well as 
of our wives p children, and relatives and the destruction of our hous€s--would our 
a~y now agree to surrender to the communists? Would our army agree to the 
absurdity of North Vietnam's refusal to withdraw its forces from the south? North 
Vietnam maintains that even after a cease-fire the united States can withdraw its 
forces~ but the 13 divisions of North Vietnam would still remain in the south. 
Thus~ if the Sov1.pl-, union and Red China continue their aid, North Vietnam will send 
this aid south to renew the fight. In that case, we would have to sacrifice again~ 
both ourselves and our relatives. Thus, by my conditions and my stand I say that 
the Nor~h Vietnamese army must withdraw to the north, and our army must agree with 
me on thiS. 

To tell the truth; even if I were an ordinary soldier, after so much fighting I 
would not accept such an absurdity. If I fought for so long for the sake of our 
country and our nationj yet now, as a combatant. accepted the North Vietnamese 
aggressors' remaining in the south, I must be a man with no conscience. I believe 
that all of you brothers--l.l million nationalist combatants-~will be like me and 
firmly hold to our stand--that the aggressive and piratical North Vietnamese army, 
which has come here to burn houses and kill Our compatriots» must return to the 
north if it wants peace. 

Concerning the political problem~ will the National Assembly or the political 
parties, even in the opposition camp9 or variOUS religions in the south accept a 
three-segment coalition government? Why a three-segment government? Why not a 
15; 17 or 85-segment government? I say that any government in the south must be 
a 17.5 million-segment government. This means that this government must be formed 
by the political willpower and political ideology of' 17.5 million people. 

The conununists unwarrantedly demand a three-segment goverrunent. What do t.'1e 
communists have here on which they claim one-third participation in the government? 
Although we have the people and the land~ and although we control the entire south~ 
the communists say that we only have one-third participation in the government, and 
that the third segment--what is it? --also has one-third participation in the 
government. I call it an imposed solution. J government of national concord is an 
imposed solution. As for the three-segment question~ it is an irrational, groundless 
fonnula. 
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Th.F; commun.ists T call for t:hree equal sflglAi,.ents ts >"''lien WOrse. If the southern J;;:-op:!e 
d''''l(,lared who would place tl1emBelvf:s ,',n. t,be side of the NF'LSV .or- the nat:i.onaltsts I 
bel).e'Ve that le,<;ts than 1 percent oj' r,i'le f"outhern people would "1oin the c.ommu . .nlsts. 
Thus, the cDmm:unists UinnDt 01a:i.m a one~t.h.ird parti<1..pation. I am convinced tr-,.,at the 
National Ass~!l!bly itself c~annot fi(~fiept an overt form n.t" coalition with a three~s.egJ7ient 

government Or any SUCf.\ j.,rrational;, prefab:ricC:l.ted and .lID-posed three-segment. fomula. I 
consider all th:'ts a dJ.sguised c,)a11t1on government. I belj.eve that all Our people also 
agree wi t;h me on tb.ls. 

We cannot" r believe that all our people a1so agree w.1.th me on this. We cannot, after 
enduring 16 Or 17 years of death and after sacrificing countless compatriots and 
considerable quantities !)f bloOd" bones and material reSOurces i' endure the North 
Vietnamese commun~,sts ~ X'l:'"fusal to return to the north Or a coalition government. We 
would have be~~ter surrend~red to the coromunists in 1958 Or 1959, rather than fight 
them and suffer death just to meet; complete failure~ If we accept such a proposal by 
the communists, it would have been better not to have fought for more than a decade. 

The communists have still other crafty tr1ckso I know that with our position on a 
three~segment Or national concord government, the communists will adopt another form. 
They will stop talking about IIgovernment" and will use the terms council. committee or 
leadership. The communists· true nature remains unchanged. Every time the communists 
talk about a coalition, national concOrd or three-segment government. we criticize and 
insult them. The communists will forget the term three~segment for a certain time. 
just to use it later. The communists may in the coming days use the terms "national 
concord rose." Or a IIset of national concord glasses. 11 Let the communists use what 
terms they please. but I am sure that if we insistently ask the communists about their 
goal p they will say "three-segment. 11 The communists I true design is to coalesce for 
form's sake at the superstructure level. While advocating at the infrastructure level 
the control of the rural areas, seizing power. and finally fighting another battle 
after the U.S. withdrawal and after being resupplied by the USSR and Communist China. 

As for the unchanged p~oblem 50 far. the communists as well as the colonialists and 
false peace-seekers~-all those who have lent a helping hand to the communists, or who 
have been given money by the communists. as well as those who have advocated 
defeatism ignobly or whO have surrendered to them--they all say that Mr Thieu is an 
Obstacle to peace in Vietnam. The communists in various countries will then squander 
their money, and the communist parties in these countries will conduct a press 
campaign to smear me. They will say that I am rotten and 50 forth, that as long as 
Mr Thieu exists there will be nO peace. that Mr Thieu is an Obstacle to peace~ that 
Mr Thieu is difficult and stubborn, and that there will be peace immediately after 
Mr Thieu steps down. However, the communists have succeeded with these agruments in 
deceiving pa~t of world public opinion and U.S. public opinion. 

Dear compatriots and brothers and sisters. you undoubtedly know whether I am an 
Obstacle to peaG~ Or not. I~ truly I am an Obstacle to peace. why should I have 
said~~when adv~ncing my peace solut1on~=that after peace is restored I will step down. 
that I will say gOOdbye to the political arena, that I will renounce my position and 
will sacrifice myself as an individual and my presidency for the peace of all 17 
million southern servicemen and people. 
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So am I an obst;;:{cle to peace? If I am an obstacle to p~ace. I would nev~r want to 
have a peace Eolut1on. l.f 1 object to a peace solution, why should I hav~ $0 stuptdly 
volunteerea to step down? If I object to peace, I will conttnue to be a pr03si.dent 
until the end of my four=year presidential te!'m~ Or I will become a dictator and 
continue to be president forever. 

Speaking sincerely. although I have said" '1 am ready to sacl~ifice my individual 
position and my presidential seat, willy-nilly. I was elected by the people and am 
therefore responsible for restoring peace. I will sacrifice my individual position only 
when there is a guaranteed peace. Because this peace 1s so great for 17.5 million 
southern people, while my individual position is too small and mOdest, I accept making 
such a sacrifice. As long as there is no guaranteed peace and as long as there is no 
guarantee for South Vietnam's survival, I will never sacrif.ice myself for the 
communists' sake. 

I believe tr..at if I left my position when there was no guaranteed peace _for the 
southern people t I \llould be really stupid and idiotic. because my sacrifice would 
benefit only the communists and not my compatriots. In this case, I would not be 
making a sacrifice for the sake and interests of my compatriots. 

For this reason I want to reassert that I am responsible for my departure, although I 
have said that my presidential seat Or my individual position can be sacrificed. 
History would cri tici.ze me, South Vietnam would be annexed by the communis ts. and 
peace would not be insured if I left my position in this way. If I were replaced by 
someone, South Vietnam--excuse me~~would have been lost already. At that time; alas, 
it would be too late. 

I reassert that I am not an Obstacle to the peace of South Vietnam, Indochdna, 
Southeast Asia, or the world. As for those who have organized a campaign against me 
at home or abroad, I can say frankly that they are political scoundrels~ 

I have always wanted peace fOr Vietnam. I am the one who has advanced the most 
rnlIDerOuS peace initiatives and who has made the most sacrifices. So I can say 
frankly that anyone whO views peace as harmful to him must suffer this harm. The 
17.5 million southern people have been struggling for several dozen years. South 
Vietnam was ruled by foreigners for nearly a century. I am dutybound to protect the 
southern people IS .interests ~ 

My peace stand is genuine, rational, sensible. and correct. 
say that I am an obstacle to peace in Vietnam, Indochina, and 
already said that there is no rigid stand, but only the stand 
southern people. To lose or not to lose the country. this is 

I ask these persons 
the world. I have 
of 17.5 million 
a stand. 

not to 

We have our interests which we must safeguard by ourselves. We listen to no one. 
Each country -has its own interests. each person has his private interests. This is a 
life-aud-death problem. I do not care for and disregard all nonsensical and 
irresponsible criticisms. I say frankly that all these can never shake my spirit. 
In 25 years of struggle I have heard the gunfire, have faced dangers every day. every 
hour, and every minute, and have undergone many crises, but I have defied all this. 
These criticisms and these press articles cannot disappoint me. A nationalist 
combatant who struggles against communism for the survival of his country is never 
disappOinted by these things. 
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Today I appeal to our pressmen at home and abroad and to the foreign newSmen 'working 
in Vietnam. In this phase the communists have proved to be tricky a"d ma licious. 
This phase is deciSiveforSouth Vietnam1s survival. There are too many rumors, 
There are too .any distortions. There are too many moves to diSrupt the southern peo­
ple~s morale and Sow disunj~y among them in an excessive way. 

I ask the press to adopt a serious attitude. I have aade this appeal on severa 1 
occaSions: U' you are engaged in journalism for rolitlcal purposes. you must adopt 
a correat political attitude, although you are my opponents, If you are embarked on 
journalism for commercial purposes. you should not har. our national interests because 
of your interests, 

~oday I appeal to the foreign newSMen abroad or in Vietnam to cooperate with uS 
within the free world community. in the struggle of 17.5 million southern people 
i'oT' freedoll and peaoe. This freedom is al.50 your freedom. This peaoe is a comllon 
peace South Vietnam is an outryost struggling for its freedom and peace as well as 
for your freedom ~nd peace. For this reason I appeal f'--T' your Sincere and open­
hearted cooperation. Please remeaber that at present we eonsider all moves to Sow 
disunity, to spread rumors and distortions. and to release false reports as violations 
of our country's national security and laws. 

This is the last ti.e I calIon all eompatriots, maSs organizations and religious 
organizaticns not to listen to the honeyed and deceitful words of the politioal 
adventures. Today these people say "we are supported bv this ally," tomorrow they 
say tfthe united States agrees with us," and the next day they say "France supports 
us." .... 'lese people rush here and there, back and forth, seeking the support of .this 
Catholic priest or that Buddhist venerable, to prepare for their candidacy to the 
offices of president of the republic or premier of the government, They piok up 
Some U.S, or French vagabonds and pretend they are supported by the U S or French 
governments. 

By so doing they try to fool the co.patriots and extort money from the&. by Showing 
them the list of names for the new council of ministers, promising them Some minis­
terial ryOlt in the new cabinet and So forth. Therefore I urge the compatriots and· 
mass organizations to heighten their vigilance, not to let the.selves be fooled and 
misled to an erroneous solution harll.ful to the nation's interests. I have said 
clearly that our allies do not betray uS and cannot betray us. This is the standpoint 
they have reasserted on many ooeasionso As for the people who spread this or that 
false rumor, they are only diShonest politicians, who are USing the allies l cover to 
conceal their true nature as lackeys of the cOllllunist:. colonialists and pacifists. 

Compatriots. sisters and brothers peace will come. Our people and soldiers have 
bnged for peace for more than 16 years. To achieve peare we have been fighting very 
hard and ma!dng very great sacrifices for more tr::l11. 16 years. A cease-fire should 
certainly take place first whenever there is a peac~ Solution. The prohlem is 
whether, after we stop fighting and peace is achieved. the people ir this country 
will be allowed to live in freedom and democracy and will have the right to deoide 
their own futUre and their political, regime, Will the communis" aggressors have the 
right. to decide our future? Will our ~"uth Vietnamese people or the communists win 
victory after we stop fighting and after peace comes? 
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This question we raise 1s not intended ror the communists or anyone else to answer. The South Vietnamese people and soldiers must answer it themselves. The South Vietnamese people and soldiers do not beg the communist aggressors for peace, nor are we forced by the communists to accept a cease-fire. On the contrary, cease­fire and peace are two objectives for which we haVe been fighting, and we will achieve them through defeating the communist aggressors. Atter more than 16 years of mourning caused by the communist aggressors, we will have peace and cease-fire thanks to our victory. We will achieve peace and cease-fire in justice and reason, for us as well as for them. 

The compatriots and brothers and sisters should recall that some time ago, when the communists were still strong, we demanded an immediate peace and cease-fire; because our stand on peace and a cease-fire was ready and definite. Today the communists in the north as well as ih the south are no stronger than they were a few years ago, nor are they stronger than before 29 March 1972. At that time our stand on peaoe and a oease-fire remained-unchanged. Now there is no reason for us to be afraid when peace and a cease-fire come. 

We will be hapRr to welcome a just peaoe and a serious oease-fire. The sooner a just peace and serious cease-fire oome to us, the more promptly will our South Vietnamese people cease sUffering and begin making our South Vietnam land strong and pros perous. 

I often say that our South Vietnam land is several times richer than some countries around us. After the war it will take them 15 or 25 years to recover and prosper~ after the war it will take us only 5 or 10 years to become a prosperous country. This is what our peopl~ have been eager to achieve for several centuries. And now this has come. Therefore I can say that if there is peace and a cease-fire. this will be a victory of and for our people a~d not a victory of and for the oommunists. Sixteen years ago the oo~nists believed that in 2 or 3 years they would be able to take over the south. ~erefore they did not think of a three- or-tour-segment coalition scheme. At that time they also did not think cf creating any flag other than the yellow-starred red flag, and they also stated that Hanoi was the only capital of Vietnam. 

As I may reoall, every year during his lifetime Ho Chi Minh used to promise his RUssian and Chinese communist masters he would spend the new year in saigon. He also imitated the Russians by calling saigon city Ho Chi Minh City, like Stalingrad. Seven months ago the communists believed they would OCOURr at least Quang Tri, Thua Thien, Kontum. Pleiku, Binh Long, Binh Duong, Kien TUong, Gai Lay, Kien Phong, and saigon. They also believed that they would foroe us to hurriedly acoept a ooalition government in order to avoid losing everything. 

What 1s left for the communists after 16 years, and in particular after 7 months? There is nothing left 1n the north except devastation, misery, and suffering! In the south, 200.000 to ~OO,OOO oommunist troops are short of food, medioine. weapons, and ammunition. Their morale is low. They have lost thousands of tanks and heavy artillery pieces. Everywhere they go they are hated by the people like the plague. If they want something to eat, they must kill the people and s,eize their food. They have not been welcomed and supported by the south Vietnamese people as they had thought. 
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At present the communists can remain strong and hope to win only through their 
boastful arguments ~ propaganda maneuvers ~ and. flendish scheme to deceive world 
public opin;i,on. They cannot entj.ce anyone in South Vietnam. The communists can 
only hope to defeat us if our allies abandon uS i or j.f' they succeed in begging their 
masters to force our allies to sell tiS out to them. If the communists were really 
powerful they would not have accepted and asked for a cease-fire. Because they 
were weak militarily 1 and becavse they knew they could not defeat us through the 
u.se of military force, the communist~ hEWE' chosen the coalition path in order to 
gain time to rest for a while and r'~cover- their mi) ttary strength~ while seeklng 
ways to occupy the south withi.n 6 months "through pol.itical means and a coalition 
government. and in the end to U.SE! their m.i.lit.ary s::'rength to launch a final attack 
against us. 

Tonight I. want to tell you once again what I told you a. few years ago: the conununists 
wi.!1 decrease in strength and will be defeated by us mi.litarily. HOHever. they will 
seek ways to become powerful and ·w:Ln over 11S polttLcally.. The conurrunists cannot 
de.feat us. but we can cause our own defeat. We st;CI.Y;.d united with one another in 
the fight to dereat the communists 0 However J whe'l pe.aee comes ~ we wil.l become 
divided because of internal contradictions, As a :result we may lose the ::ountry 
because of our political w~akness. 

Tonight 1 also Hant to tell you all once again tha.t ·when t·he gunfire ceases~ it 
will not be the scoreS of countries forming the Internat.LOnal Control Coro.mittee 
for several mtlli'JtJ UN troops who will be effective 1n preventing the perfidious 
and fiendish communists from violating t.he cease-fire. But .Lt will be we. the 17.5 
million south Vietnamese people~ tncluding 3 to 4- million peoplers self-defense 
corpsmen and 1.5 mi.llion combatants. wbo will have to prove ourselves effect ive 
in frustrating the communists I insidious acts and maneuvers aimed at violating the 
cease~fire. 

Do not allow the communists to resort to the same insidious tricks they used in 
the 1954- post-cease-fire period. 

In short. it is we and no one else who can guarantee an effective and lasting cease­
fire. We can do this by sharpening our determination to nip right in the bud all 
the communists I insidi.ous designs. I also want to tell you all once again that 
when peace is restored, it will be the military strength of our southern army and 
the political strength of our 17,5 million southern people R and not the world~ that 
can effectively prevent the communists from resuming their infiltration and 
aggressive activities and can effectively insure peace. For the past 16 years we 
have been able to do this, as proved by the fact that the communists can by no 
means defeat us. From now on we are sure we can do that. unless all our 17.5 million 
people want to commit suicide by deliberately allowing the communists to cut our throats. 

Dear compatriots, brothers and sisters g I had an opportunity to tell the compatriots 
that during the Mau Than Tet [1968J festival the communists occupied only a part 
of Hue city~ and in only 24 days 4~000 to 5,000 compatriots were buried alive. And 
this year the communists only temporarily occupied some areas, for not more than 
4 months p and yet there were more than 10.000 cadres and compatriots slain. 

Therefore, if we accepted a disguised coalition with the communists--let us not 
speak of a case where the communists could take over the south~-1n a year not only 
5,000,50,000 or 500,000 but 5 million southern compatriots, cadres and combatants 
would certainly be slain. The communists only accept the communists. 
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If you are not comrrlllnist you must die. In 1946 Ho Chi Minh stated~ "All those who go beyond the path I have laid must be destroyed." And by the time or his death, Ho Chi Minh had accurately done what he had said. To this day no one can deny that Ho Chi Minh was a communist, and since his death the communists have correctly rollowed his path and will continue to do so. The communists allover the world have done the same. Therefore, to this day the Hanoi leaders, including Pham Van Dong, have promised to the United States and the world that they would not transt'orm South Vietnam into a communist country and that neither would they carry out communism in South Vietnam. They promised there would be no bloodshed and no Massacre in South Vietnam. But who can believe these bloodthirsty North Vietnamese communist butchers1 

Whoever wants to believe may believe. As for the 17.5 million southern people, they cannot believe the communists. And the 20.5 million northern people cannot believe either. Those who are not under the communist yoke may believe the communists if they want. 

This is not the first time that our Vietnamese people have had some experience with communism. This is not the first time that the communists have made commitments. Thus, we cannot believe them. 

Compatriots, brothers and sisters, please allow me to ask you this question: In 195'1 1 million northern compatriots emigrated to South Vietnam to live. In 1972 is there any other land for the 17.5 million southern compatriots to emigrate to? 

Fbr this reason I appeal to you compatriots to heighten vigilance and make clear­sighted observations. I earnestly calIon those who are living in South Vietnam, who are eating South Vietnam's rice, who are breathing South Vietnam's air, and who are protected by the southern armed forces' and people1s blood and bones but who continue secretly to aid the communists, who stealthily collude with the colonialists and false peace adVocates, and who will fully stab in the back our combatants and compatriots because they want to be a puppet president of the communists for 5 or 6 months, because the communists have promised to give them three or five ministerial seats in the three-segment government or organ or make them deputies or senators 1n a future constitutional assembly, or because they want to obtain a few million dollars or francs after the setting up of a camouflaged coalition government. To these people may I calIon your conscience and ask you to stop for the sake of our country and nation. 

Give up your design and cooperate with our 17.5 million southern compatriots in the struggle against the communist enemy. I calIon you to ponder. If you like communism, have the courage to go to North Vietnam and live with it. In this way you will be less disdained by the communists than when you serve as their lackeys in South Vietnam. If you stupidly believe that you will obtain wealth and honor and can protect your status in a coalition government, remember that in Hanoi and in South Vietnam in 1946 those who had the good will for a coalition with the communists to fight the French colonialists, our common enemy, were not allowed to survive with the communists. As for those who sincerely coalesced with the communists, they all have met a tragic death. 

! V 
~-,' 
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The examples of Algeria. Poland, czechoslovakia and China are nO different from that 
of' Vietnam in 19460 You men shO·c.l.ld not be stupid. The Hano! communists stiJ.l have 
a great number of long~,standlng and loyal party cadres. whO are waiting fOr the day 
when they can cOme south to assume the P0sts of ministers ~ directors and province 
chiefs 0 The NFLSV a1so has a great manY' members, who have been waiting fOr 10 years 
to return here and assume these posts. There are no remaining posts which the com­
munists can reserve fOr the national trattors who are now living in the sOuth> 

Is it possible that the communists are so stup1.d that. after enduring many hardships 
to go on with thei,r aggression f(Jr the past 10 years and more> they would cede these 
posts to you men? 'Ihus, you men had bet'ler recJ![)s:ldeL There is still enough time 
fOr you to reconsi,der and give up your intenti:.1I1s and acts, Perhaps no one in this 
free sOuth wi 11 kill you men. but the cOmmunis',s themselves wilL If you men want 
your llames to go dl)wn in history, there are t-wo ways fOr yOIl to achieve this goal: 
by one l,.,lay, when your names ar? mentioned" the entire people will bow in admiration 
and your descendat1ts will raise their heads with pride; by the other, when your 
names are mentj oned the entire pec,ple wi. 11 raise their heads and curse aloud, while 
your descendants will have to lower their heads in Shame. I believe that you men 
will have your names entered in history in this second category. 

Even if a stupid act desi,gned to bet.ray the i'atherland. the combatants, and the people 
can deceive a number of people, it will be exposed by history and will be severely 
deal t with. If you cannot take up weapons and fight in the war. and if you cannot do 
anything useful fOr the rear. then do not do anything to harm the people and sellout 
the country. 

Dear compatriots and brothers and sisters, I have caused you to lose much of your 
time today just because I do not want the south to be annexed sOOner or later by 
the communists. nor do I want the southern compatriots to be eliminated collectively 
by the communists. 

I have been ready fOr a long time to do what you, the 17.5 million compatriots and 
brothers and si,sters. want me to dO. I am convinced that you, compatriots ::ind 
brothers and sisters. do not want a coalition in any form of camouflage. I will 
continue to struggle and stand ready to sacrifice myself for you, compatriots and 
brothers and sisters. I said previously and nOw I reassert: walk out on me when 
you want to; as for me, I will never fOrsake you, cOmpatriots and comrades in arms. 
My best regards to you, compatriots and brothers and sisters. 
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