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NGUYEN VAN THIEU SPEECH ON POLITICAL SETTLEMENT: Oct 24 1972

HISTORY OF THE VIETNAM WAR ON MICROFILM %ﬂf
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SOUTH VIETNAM Los

TEXT OF PRESIDENT THIEU!S 24 OCT MESSAGE TO HATION
Saigon Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1334 GMT 24 Qet 72 8

{"Message to Compatriots, Cadres and Combatants Throughout the Country" by President
Thieu-~recorded ]

[Text] Dear Compatriots: Today I have another opportunity to talk to you. My
message 1s addressed to all compatriots of all branches and cireles; to the

pecple's representatives; tc the leaders of all religious cormmu=~ities, political
parties and mass organi~-ations; to all office—s and cadres of various armed branches
and services cn all level; to =all combatants of the main force,

local troops, partisans, civil defense members; to all village councils; to all
chiefs of villages, hamlets, clusters, wards and street secters: tc all cadres of
villages and hamlets; to all brothers and sisters of all branches and to all cadres
in all spheres of activity in the country.

Because this Is an important problem of the country, I want to tell you that my
message is a long one. I ask you to spare your precious time to listen to me.

As you knew, during this week at Independence Palace, I have received members of the
legislative, Judiciary and executive; the chairman of prefectural, provineial and
municipal councils; the province chlefs, prefects, mayors and a number of leaders
of political partles to expound on the situation in the country, especilally the
current events which all of you are following.

I regret that, because of the situation, I have made you wait for my message. I
know that there are pumors favorable or unfavorable to our country. I have not yet
contacted gll cirecles of our compatriots--for instance, the leaders of religlous
comrmunities and notables. I have neot yet contacted many other political parties
and social organiza”‘ons at Independence Palace. So I offer my apology, and will
recelve them in the coming days. I hope that my talk today will somehow satisfy
our compatriots of various cirecles.

As you know, in recent months the communists and our U.S. ally have held many secret
talks on a peace solution. As regards a peace solutlon, in addition to the military
problems such as cease-Tire, troop withdrawal, suspending all bombing and ending the
aggression, we have the peolitical proliem. In my opilnion the most important problem
is Scuth Vietnam!s poclitical scluiion--an internal affair which will decide the
survival of our ccuntry and of our 17.5 million compatriots.

What 1s this pclitical solution, you might ask. In reality, we have advanced many
Peace inltiatives including overall military and political solutions.

The compatriots still recall that whenever I have (?set out) a peace initiative
and set forth a political solution te the Vietnam issue, T have always reported it
to the compatricf brothers and sisters. My last political solution was the eight-
point solution set forth on 27 January. In it T suggested the reelection of the
president and vice president of the republic and stated that I was prepared to
resign to bring about a guaranteed and lasting peace to South Vietnam. To this
day this guestion continues tc be discussed at the Paris conference.
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Neverrheless, whe 20MmIN. TS ngwe offiaia iy retested our <ol llon and et Foreh Al

ATrogani ort yery stult v snfation.  Wien Tone secper falks were g0l L setween
them ard the U.8, represzentstive, TLHe communishts on |1 Septepler 2et forth 5 goiztica!
svintion, referring to the Internsl prebiems of South Viennam, laclwding a poobiem

of whinh jou nave offen neavd--the question of the three-segnent national eononrd
government,

Today I would like to discuss this protlem thoroughly, because this political seclutien
get Toetn by the commnists ineludes very fine words. In appearance, t-is solution
looks fine; however, in reality it includes very wiiked and cunning designs of the
communiste., Tt ds presented so skiilfully that 3t can deceive part of U.3. 2nd

world pubiic opinien, including public opinion in Vietnam.

Heverttieless, I realize that v very few Vieinamese people do lat themselves be focled
by The communisrts. Ic realiibty a nudgber of people still fail to clearly realize the
true nature of this soignion,

Meanwhile, the communists ave waged propagands in South Vietnam, Just as they rave
dorie atroad and in the Un ted States, =2ying that this is a fine solution. Taen a
number of dishonest politieians took zdvantage of this solution to poison the
compatriots, pretending that this is a fine solution for reestablishling prace. SJerving
as lackeys for the colonialists and the commmnists, they sondemn our govermasqi and
peopie for refusing to scecept this solution, caliing us warlike and stubpeorn pecple

who do not want tc end the war and reestablish peace. Therefore, today 1 want to
analyze this solution so the compatriots can understand it.

On 11 September the communists set forth a politica’ solution relating to the internal
problems of South Vietnam. The commnists stated that, to solve the Vietnam issue
cerrectly and to insure lasting peace in Vietr 1, the U.S3. administration, vhey
stressed, should respond to their two demands uas follows:

The Tirst demand is that the true independence of the Vietnamese people and rhe
true right te self-~determination of the South Vietnamese people must be respected,
Outwardly. this locks to be a reasonable demand, because we too have requested that
the true inuependence and right to self-determination of the South Vietnamese be
respected. But then the communists diselosed their true faces in stating that the
United States must end the bombing, mining and blockade of North Vietnam and
completely end the Vietnamization poliecy.

The compatriots must understand what the policy of Vietnamizing the war is. This
policy aliows the United States to help our army become powerful enough to resist
aggression, and 1t is because of this policy that our army will be able to defeat
the commnist aggressors.

Now the commuinists say that this policy must alsc be stopped. They also demand that
the United S3tates end all its military activities in the south and quieckly and
completel v withdraw the forces, advisers, military and technical personnel, weapons
and war equipment of the United States and other foreign countries of the U.S. camp,
such zs Korea and Thailand, from the south. Moreowver, they demand that the Unilted
States dismantle 21l of its military bases in the soath and terminate ali U.S
military commitments in the south as well as its support for the "Lackey” Ngiven Van
Thieu administration. They demand an end to ail U.S. military involvement in the

only tpat The United States not play a military alliance roie or sign any secret
military paot.
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However, 1f wWe a3k the wimmarists what ey mear by %isir demdnd for an end to U.8.
military involvement, iney wiil say tnat the United States must end 211 {ts mivitary
reles in She south, now as well as in the fudure, and end 1%s support feor the "lackey™
Nguyen Van Thiew administration as weil.

Se far the communiszs have oniy demanded that Mr Thieu leave: now they say that support
for this administraiion must be ended. The word "adminisiration® here means mot only
my individual role but also the executive, Judieiary and legislature.

The seccnd demaad of the communists is that a settlement of Scuth Vietnam'!s internal
preplem must be based on the real situation in the south, in which there are two
administrations and two armies., Ry this demand--and when referring to two administra-
ticns and two armies, the commurists want to place their unconstitutional, illegal

and subversive opposition administration on the same level with the constitutiocnal

and legal administration of our 17.5 million people--they claim to have an administra-
tion and a government. With regard to their army, consisting of deozens of divisions
50 far sent to the south by the North Vietnamese communists to engage in combat, they
say that this army belongs to the Liberation PFront and not to North Vietnam,

Furthermore, they also say that there are two administrations and other politiecal
foreces. The latter is the third political force which we have discussed in recent days.
The communists bring forth the two administrations and other political forces, which
they call the real situation in the south, to say that in the south there are three
segments: our government, their government and other political foreces. The communists
use this logic to explain their theme that it is necessary to have a three-segment
govermment to solve any problem arising among these three forces in the south.

The communists say it is necessary to orgénize in the south a provisional national
concord government consisting of three equal segments, to organize a general election.
The compatriots must remember that at first the communists proposed a coalition govern-
ment., But when this proposal met with our opposition they changed their theme and
called it a national concord government to malke thelr proposal a bit milder. Morecver,
at first they proposed a coalition government between themselves and us. But now, raced
With our refusal, they propose a three-segment government with equality for each segment.

At rirst glance, one could mistakenly think that i1f all three segments are equal in
power there will no longer be revenge-seeking or fighting among the three. However, in
reality, when we ask the communists what they really want with this equality they say
that the three ssgments must be equal in power as well as in numerical strength in

the government. For example: if the Saigon administration has 1C members in this
three-segment government, the Liberation PFrort will have 10 members and so will

the third force.

The communists propose that a general electlon be organized. Up to now we have
suggested that there be only a reelectlon of the president and the vice president,
but now the communists say this 1s not enough. A general election means that the
current regime in the south must be ended completely sc that a new constitutional
national assembly can be elected to dralt a new constitution, and then a new national
legislative assembly, a new Judiciary and a new executive will be formed.
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Briefly, the communists advanced twe demands in their so-called scluticr. te the
problem of peace ir Vietram. PFirst you must know what these demands are, The
communists have only talked to the Americans and not %o our constitutional

and legal goverument, They said that as aggressors attacking North Vietnam, the
Americans must now end the bombirig and mining of the north. They also said that
having committed war crimes against North Vietnam, the Americans must now compensate
for all the damage they have caused. The U.S. pilots downed over North Vietnam have
not been granted POW status by the commanists, who elaim that they must be ftried

as war eriminals.

The communists then continue to insist that the Americans have invaded the north,
However, the fact of the matter, as you know, is that it is the aggression from the
north that forced us to bomb North Vietnam in retaliation, Moreover, the bombing
of North Vietnam began only 7 or 8 years after the communists invaded the south,

The communistsalso claim that the United States sent troops to 1nvade South Vietnam.
We know only too well that only 5 or 6 years after the communists launched their
dggression from the north against South Vietnam, did we ask the Americans to come
help us and return home after their mission had been accomplished. Now, when almost
all the U.8, troops have left South Vietnam--evidenced by the fact that U.S., troop
strength here has diopped from 500,000 to 20,000--how can the communists continue to
say that the United States is invading South Vietnam?

The communists also say that because the Americans committed the sin of installing
our constitutional and legal government in South Vietnam, now, prior to theirp depar-
ture, they must naturally [words indistinct] clear away this administration before
turning South Vietnam over to communist North Vietnam.

Briefly, I can sum up the sitvuation by saying that the communists have talked only
to the Americans and not directly to the government of the Republic of Vietnan,

To help you to clearly understand both of the communists? demands, I will expose them
in tweo distinet fields:

Militarily, what do the communists actually demand? They demand a total 77.S. withe
drawal--from U.S5. bases and men to weapons and vehicles. Moreover, they also demand
that the Americans terminate the Vietnamization plan, that is, stop providing weapens
for and modernizing the ARVN and to withdraw all weapons committed to this plan. They
add that the United States must withdraw all aid given thus far to South Vietrnam, and
from now on it must no longer provide military aid to South Vietnam. In sum, the
United States must withdraw all its : en and equipment. abandon the Vietnamiza®tion plan
and cut military aid to South Vietnam.

Having demanded that the United States and our side meet their requests, have the
North Vietramese communists s2id what they are going to do on their pers? All our
compatriot brothers and sisters know that the communists have not said anything about
this. They have not promisad that after the U.S. departure they will alsc withdraw to
the north, or that they will end military aid tc the Liberation Front, or that the
USSR and Communist China will end their military assistance to North Vietmam or
anything else. They must try to reserve the right to do anything they want in

South Vietnam, depicting their aggression as jJust and legal,
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They ignore the gquestion of their withdrawal from Laos and Cambeodia. In sum, they
pretend to ignore what they are doing in South Vietnam and only want the United States
and our side to satisfy their demands.

In the political field, what do they really want? Everyone knows that the communists
prefend that there are two governments in South Vietnam. They insolently call our
government the Saigon government. As for the liberation front wnich has no capital
and no population, it is given a very attractive name: the PRGRSV. After stressing
that there are two governments and two armies in 3outh Vietnam, the communists have
added another political force which is called the third component, to Justify their
three~segment government soiution. Everyone wonders how this third force can exist
in South Vietnam. The South Vietnam problem is a problem between cur side and the
communists. So far the communists have fought us with their ideology and military
resources. Therefore, the Vietnam problem must be solved between the south and
north, because the north has come here to launch an aggression against the socuth.

Regarding the second problem, there are but two forces: the Republic of Vietnam and
members of the NFLSV who use weapons to oppose us. There 15 no third foree. However
the communists hold that there is a third force consisting of politicians in exile

in foreign countries and that these politicians possess a popular force in South
Vietnam. As you know, these politicians in exile who recently organized meetings and
issued statements were paid by the communists, the cclonialists and the pacifists,
The communists, colonialists and pacirists promised to give them some seats in [words
indistinct]. If they really want to Struggle, why donit these politicans stay in

the country?

As for the Republic of Vietnam, there are the administration and the oppositiaon
factions. These oppositiocn faetions can disagree with the administration on its
ruling policies. However, they do not oppose the doctrine set forth by the administra-
tion nor do they use weapons to oppose the administration. As provided for in the
constitution, the laws governing the opposition factions and the regulations on parties,
different parties in our country can hold different political views, though they do

ot have their members in the government. Our parties enjoy democracy in all their
activities because they have their representatives in the provinecial people's councils,
the village pecple's councils, the House of Representatives and the Senate. Though I
Wwill not mention their names, you all know that some of our ministers belong to some

of these political parties. This is proof that in South Vietnam the opposition
factions hold different political views, but do not oppose the administration.

Regarding a peaceful solution to the South Vietnam problem, this problem must be

settled by the RVN Government, a constitutional and legal government, and the opposition
side, that 1s the Liberation Front. What do the communists mean by "eother politieal
forces" in South Vietnam? The communists have tried to Invent such political forces

in an attempt to justify their three-partite national concord government. In the past,
as we rejJected their call for the establishment of a coalition govermment, the
communists changed this coalition government to a tripartite national concord government .
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Then, as we rejected the term "tripartite,” they changed this tripartite national
concerd government to a national concord government., Naive pepple believed that the
communists no longer speak of a trlpartite government. However, when they were asked
about the ~omposition of the national congord government the communists repeated that
this government would consist of three equal partles, as in the'past. AS you see, even
though the communists have dropped a few Words, the rea’ nature of the national concord
government 18 a coalition government. In the end, the communists still cling to the
three-partite element.

Many have said that it does not matter if there 13 a three-partite government, because
this government would be established in Saigon and nowhere else. However, the
communists revealed once again their deceitful nature when they were asked about the
operating procedures of the three-partité national concord government. They sald that
like the Baigon government, the Liberation Front government has a central government--
we do not know where thils central government is located--and governments in the pro-
vinees, citles, districts, villages and hamlets, In sum, there exlst two different
governments. T eontrol these two different governments there must be a three-partite
national concord government at the ecentral level and three-partite national concord
governments In the provinges; ¢iltles, distriets, villages and hamlets., The communists?
crafty plet 18 not to have a naticnal concord goverrnment at the top level to settle
the South Vietnam preoblem, but to establish the natioqal concord government down to
the. village and hamlet levels in order to control the people and seize power,

You know only too well that there are no communist administratlons in villages and
hamlets exce-t for the third force, or administrations of the Liberation Pront

‘which return from time to time *to plllage and collect taxes., All ou~ villages and
hamlets have elec%ed administratlive committees, except for a few dozen hamlets along
the border, in which the communists are Said to have theilr administratlions. Thus,

the village and hamlet administrations of the third component da not really exist,

but the communists will create them. The gommunists say that there are three separate
components, but acecording to their arguments they really have two. while we have unly
one, In fact, the Liberation Freont belongs to the communists and the third component
also serves as theilr lackey. Obviocuesly this Is a type of coalition goverment extending
from the c¢éntral to the hamlet levels.

The communists not only want a coalitlon they a‘so plot to control th' people.
Perhaps this is something you compatricts are nct aware of, because trus far you have
thought that the coalitlon government shougd be present only in S8algon for formis
sake to prove that there is a ¢oalitien, Such is the communists? design,

Now they Bay that this coalition government would work for & months to organize general
elections What is the purpose of there eleections? They say there would be a new coh~
stitutlional assembly, a new constitution and then a new legislative assembly, a new
judiciary body and a new executive body. That 1ls, everything must be redone, from the
central to the hamlet levels, ASs regards the fate of the RVN Government, they say that
this government would be dissolved becsuse there is no reakon for 1t to remain.
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But this is net the problem; the communists 5aid they did net Participate in @lecting
Mr Thieu and did not have a candidate in the presidential election. I say now that

I agree to achieve peace, With an end to tne war and a guaranteed peace, I will
resign and let the communists participate in the e€lection with their candidates ang
be members of the electoral committee

The communists now Say that there will net pe 4 presidentigl election, that Mr Thiey
must resign, and that coneerning the reelection of the natisnal assembly and other
organizations, the entire Southern national assembly, e€xeecutive, legislature and Jréi~
clary must Quit, and not only the president,

What do you see, gentlemen? The communists Will not ele¢t a president, Eyen if T
resign, the communists, knowing that they do not have the Scuthern pecple on their
5lde, reglize that the Southern people are not so naive that they will elect a
communist president suech as Nguyen Huu Tho, Huynh Tan Phat or Pham van Dong. fThere-
fore the communists disapprove of a bresidential election because they know they would

Concerning the nroblem of what system, the communists ask why a president, and not a
chairman, should be elected because they know that the presidential system is strict.
Even ir several communists become members of our government, 1t would be reshuf'rleq
Sooner or la*=2r and then these communists would lose their posts and never gain real
poweér. Therefore the communists advocate a parliamentéry system, With a parliamentary
'system, The national assembly may be disgplved at any time and so may the government.
The communists? goal and hidden motive are: ir they fail to win in this round, they
will win in another, Ir a national assembly is reelected every 3,5, 6 or 7 months and
if a government is dissoglvad again and again this would create @ Sltuation similar to
tkat of the Fourth French Republic. This would create political chaos, and in this
political chaos, which is like troubled waters, the communists would fish,

Political chaos is alweys a medium for the communists to rule the roost, The commu-
nists indiseriminately take advantage of the term "democracy® to rule the ronst in

the political arena, gnd ir they fail two or three -times they will try again and again,
perhaps 1c times, and they will Bucceed in becoming members of the national ‘assembly
and the government with a [words indistinet],

These are the deceitful trieks of the communists. But this is not all, I remind the
compatriots that 3 of Y years ago, when trlking about a coalition government, the
communists issued resolutions 7 and 13 in whieh the communist cadres saigd this eoalition
would be a eoalition in breasd daylight ror form!s sake in Saigon and that their party
ought to econtrol all leoealities 30 as to selze power. In theipr latest resolution the
communis t3 now say: We are sEtruggling against the Americans for a govérnment of national
concord, a three-segment govermment--a three-segment government for formis sgke at

the superstructure level, but we must seize power in the provinces, eities, distriets,
villages and hamlets, But worse 5till, the communists alse 8ay: Even if there is a
cease-rire, a government of natignal concord and an eleation § months later, we must
prépare our troops to strike the last blow at that time~-TI sazy the last blow--in

order to completely seize power, because with politieal activities alone we are not
assured of vietory, So we must Strike the military blow,
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We must understand that orme thing 1s linked with another. Whnen the communists plar
te strike the last military blow against the south, they =zlse plan ir their military
solution to ignore the North Vietnamese communistsi withdrawal. Therefore the
communists also want to keep 13 divisions in the south and then send in additional
tanks and armored vehicles frocm the north, because they know that when a cease=fire
is in effect the Americans will stop bombing, stop bombing. stop blockading North
Vietnamese ports and withdraw U.S. ftroops. At that time the USSR and Communist

China will provide the North Vietnamese communists with more equipment, tanks and
antlaircraft artillery. The North Vietnamese communisis will send equipment to the
south or to the Ben Hal area., Six months after a political solution has been reached
the Americans will have withdrawn completely and there will be nc allies to support
us. At that time the North Vietnamese communists will strike the last military blow,
using North Vietnamese troops in the south.

This is why the North Vietnamese communists say nothing about the problem of with-
drawel of their 13 divisions and artillery to the north and continue to reserve for
themselves the right to remain in the south. The North Vietnamese communists say
that the North Vietnamese troops have the right to go to the south to fight because,
according to the North Vietnamese communists, the Vietnamese people have the right
to be in the south to chase the "U.S., aggressors" away.

Such is the North Vietnamese communists' stubbornness [words indistinct] and in
(?previous) talks the North Vietnamese communists have increasingly exposed them-
selves and with every passing day have exposed another trap or ambush. The North
Vietnamese communists have placed traps under the flowery term "naticnal concord"
{words indistinet]. If international public opinion had not known this, and if we
had not known this, we would have mistakenly sat at the conference table and ended
the war. When the North Vietnamese communists say something and we relect it, they
then claim we have sabotaged peace and a cease=fire.

The communists went further. They sald that when agreements are signed, all the
administrative machinery in the south Bsuch as the naticnal police and the rural
pacification and development force must be dissolved completely; that is, all the
machinery of this administration must be dissoclved.

They alsc sald there must be freedom and democracy following this, When asked what
they meant by freedem and democracy, they said: We must have the right to conduct
political activities, discuss politics and propagandize anywhere and by any means;
although we live in military areas and not in your areas, because of freedom of
circulation, political freedom and Treedom of opinion and propaganda we must be
allewed to go tc the Saigon market to talk. Regarding freedem of the press, they
sald: We must have the right to publish as many papers as we want and say what we
want; there will be ne law at all and, particularly, the wartime and martial laws
must all be abolished,

I have Just presented scme aspects of the hooligan nature of the communists? proposals
[words indistinct], My aim here is to see that the compatriots are not led astray by
the expressicn "maticonal concerd,” which sounds beautiful but actually means "coalition."
Obvicusly, through such a ccalition they hope to stage a coup dfetat. They not only
want a cease=fire; they alsc wan®t tc deal the final military blow by leaving northern
troops here after a cease~fire to deal the blow. Thus no one is deceilived by this

erafty, perfidicus scheme of the communists.
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Recentiy Pham Van Dong, premier of the Hanoi leadership. admifted %hat screme. Answer.
ing questions by the press, he said that following a cease-fire in the scutn and
termination of the Americans? bombing and blockade there would be two governments ir
the south and these twc governments would negotiate to estabiish a three-segment ccalition
gcvernment. On the other band, he alsc said that with a cease~fire in place in the
south, the Americans must stcp bombing and blockading the north and must witndraw

all their forces, but he has never said that the communist forces would also be
completely withdrawn from the south. He said that there would be direct negotiaticns
between varicus sides in the south aimed at establishing a provisional coalition
government, which would be followed by Zeneral electicns irn the south to elect a

new nationmal assembly. ALl this clearly reveals the communists? dark schemes.

Moreover, Pham Van Dong recently stated very insolently: Mr Thieu should leave, but

he now is allowed tec stay on only as a member of one segment of the three-segment
government, like any other member, but not as chalrman of this three~-segment gcvernment.
Meanwhile, the present RVN Government that is allowed to last for 6 months would be
without Mr Thieu and must be immediately dissolved after these 6 months.

Recently the communists arrogantly proposed a cease-fire, Our compatriots in the
countryside and provinces, especially in areas under communist attack or control,

Were informed by the communists about a cease-fire before 20 September. Then, after
that day the communists said there would be a cease-fire before the U.S. election day.

They made necessary preparations for the cease-fire. For instance, they seized
Sewlng machines from the people and ordered our compatriots to make five flags for
each home and a certain number of flags for each village. Then they bought paint and
cloth, using black paint to smear our slogans and national flag and yellow and red
paint for their rflags and slogans. They have created a new flag which they call the
three-segment coalition government flag. Thay have drawn a blue cirele around the
gold star of North Vietnam's flag to form the flag of the coalition government.

All these things are revealed in documents the communists have disseminated among their
echelons. The communist POW's and the communist cadres and soldiers who have returned
to the national cause under the open arms program have also revealed this, thus showing
that the communists are making preparations for a fricky cease-rfire.

In sum, while the communists proposed the formation of a three~segment government, they
begged the Americans in Prance to agree to a cease~fire. However, while there has

been no agreement on a cease~fire, they have made preparations for achieving their
tricky designs before, during and after the cease-fire.

Thus we can see that for the communists, signing an agreement 1is one thing and destroying
the agreement is another, Before undertaking negotiations, the communists-alréady
snowed their dishonest designs. Befor Joining a game, they plan to put out the lights
and grab the money from the other players,

Let me read some documents, so the compatriots can see what the communists have done.

&N
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Why do the cermunists demand a cease-fire? This is easily understood. Six months apo

they attacked us because they believed they couid take Quang Tri, Thua Thien; Binh Icong,

Binh Duong and then Seigon, Kontum and Fleiku, and then there must certainiy te a
coalition government and a cease-fire. Therefore the communists made hecessary
preparations prior %o 29 March. They made these preparations because they had
hatched an aggressive design and were sure they would succeed. They were sure there
would be a coalition government, and therefore they had to prepare for a ceasse-fire.

And now why do they prepare for a cease-Tire? Because they are already defeated,
because they know there will be a presidential election in the United States in 1

or 2 weeks, and that the north is now exhausted; that all their divisions are badly
mauled in South Vietnam and that almost all their 1,000 tanks and heavy artillery
pleces have been destroyed. Quang Tri and Binh Dinh have been reoccupied by the ARVN.
The communists ara unable to take Kontum and Binh Long; ner are they able to fight in
Kien Tucong, Cai Lay and Cal Be.

They therefore think that now 1s the right time to Propose a cease~Tire to President
Nixon, because prior to election day the U.S. pPresident may adopt an indulgent
attitude, and it is necessary for them to take advantage of this opportunity. Other-
Wwise, once reelected, the U.S. president, with the U.S3. peoplels and Congress® support,
will hit the north even harder.

The north has now exhausted 70-80 percent of its potential. With its remaining 20
percent military potential how can it resume the attacks against the south if the
U.S. bombings and minings continue? Therefore this is the time for them to save
what they can in North Vietnam as well as in South Vietnam. Otherwise, if we Xkeep
on fighting and exterminating them and if the United States keeps on bombing them,
North Vietnam will be completely destroyed and it will thus no longer have the
strength to fight a last battle before a negotiated settlemsnt is achieved.

As I have sald, the communists will continue to fight after the cease-fire and after
the creation of a coalition government. Do not belileve that they will stop their
military attacks. They want a coalition government so that later they ¢an right

the last battle. They consider this the time for *“em to flatier the U.3. Government
in order to obtain a cease~fire. Thus, as I have pointed cut, although there is not
a cease-fire yet, they already plan to cheat on it. I will explain their trick:

The communists have stressed the need to seize the oppertunity this year to win the
blg victory and end the war in 1972. They sald: We must fight because this year the
U.3. strength in South Vietnam will be reduced to a level dangerous for South Vietnam.
We must fight. ™is is correct. Moreover, we must take advantage of the 9.3,
presidential e.ections. Our objective is to basically defeat the Vietnamization
scheme. COur objective 1s to frus‘+ate the rural pacification program, win the people
and create a position of superiority and readiness for a politiecal solution.

Thus, while flattering the United States to obtain a cease-Tire, the communists are
making preparations. They said: After a political solution our military forces must
make preparations for a final battle. We must build up our fighting fcreces so that
following the negetiations we will have strong fighting ferces and during the cease-
fire we will be ready to {words indistinet] and fight the decisive battle.

/9
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Then the communists dealt with tasks to be accomplished before, during and sfter the
ceuse~fire. They ordered their cadres to do this before the cease~Tire: Jlaunch ar
uprising movement to liberate the countryside, win the people and land, expand tne
areas adjacent to cities and towns,; step up the urban struggle mevement and create

a fcothold for the underground cadres in the cities during this period of open, legal
and widesmread activities. They stressed the need to launch a general uprising
movement covering the period before, during and after the cease«~fire. This means
that they are prepared to motivate the people to arise and seize administrative
power even during the cease-fire. They ordered their cadres to motivate the local
people to destroy posts and refugee camps in order to drive the refugees back to
areas under communist control, while bringing their people in these areas near the
posts and to the ~itiles and urging the urbanites to leave for areas under communist
contrail,; in defiunce of our national laws, Thus, they would induce the pecple in
refugee camps and cities to go to areas under their control. On the other hand,
they will send people from these areas to the cities to mingle with the urbanites,
defying our national laws.

The communists are preparing for a flag-Tflying climax. In various places such as
Quang Nam, Quang Tin, Quang Ngal and Binh Dinh they have given instructions that
each pa~ty member must have two or three flags, each Tamily must have at least five
or more and each village must prepare tc have from 300 to 500 flags and must buy
cloth for the flags and paint for writlng slogans. Each village must sew many
large flags and each citizen must have from one to six small ones to Tly everywhere.
The people's sewing machines will be mobilized to sew flags and people are forced
to contribute cloth and paint. Those who do not have these materials will have to
contribute money so that rlags and paint will be Prepared to erase all traces of the
nationalist administration. Thus, by various metheds the communists everywhere are
instructing pecple to sew rlags and prepare paint to write slogans.

If a cease-Tire soluticon comes about, the communists will sheil populated areas,
cccupy key points and take control of communications lines +o disrupt the econcmy,

and organize disguised sapper and guerrilla units to conduct assassinations and
attacls in cities and towns. Immediately after the signing of a cease-fire agreement,
they will move the masses to create disturbances by conducting illegal activities,
inciuding terrcrist measures. They will instigate the masses to start a pelitical
struggle and conduct trocp and enemy-proselyting activities, spark mutinies and
desertions within ARVN ranks, organize secret organs te liquidate RVN civil servants,
and drive themasses to hunt down the "cruel thugs." In 3 to 7 days after the cease-
Tire agreement has come into effect, taking advantage of this transitional phase,

the commnists will have the masses disrupt our local admiristration and security,
lead the people to areas under temporary communist control and eliminate our administrative
personnel .

The communists will also order their army to strive to strengthen the three blows in
the military, political and pepular fields and attack continucusly to achieve the
greatest victorles in this transitional vhase befeore, during and after a cease~-Tire,
They will have the masses revelt and destroy all facilities, equipment and documents
of the local administration, build up the guerrilla warfare movement and develop
the village and hamlet guerrilla force. Thus, it would by no means be an armistice,

/!
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They wil' try to ovganize patrictir selidiers! gells within ARVN ranks, especially in
lozal bases and posts and in each unit, and motlvate families of patriotic peorie to
conduet truop-proselyting activities everywhere. In short, they will incite the pecple
to participate In mass demgnstratlions and cause disturbances by starting fires and
setcing off explosions to disrupt public order, The cummunist sappers will sabotage
power p'ants and water mills to cause difficulties for vhe people living in the cities,
and then they will instigate the masses t¢ demonstrate and demand that the adminis-
tration provide water and electricity.

In brief, the 1972 resolution of the communists clearly poinfs out: Our intentlon

i1s not to reach a cease-fire, OQur goal 18 to defeat the United States, to foree it
te pull out of the south, and to c¢laim victory for the eommunist revolution. To us,
a cease-fire does not mean that we must stop firing,

Therefore, the communlsts now have made such plans to open up on the people with their
mortars. Aecording to the communists, their central leadership (%2aims) to end the war,
but a cease-fire will have no effeect. Although the communists have not yet agreed to
a cease-fire they declare that such a eease=fire will have no effect and that they
must fight on, The communists say: So far as we are concerned, a cease-fire does not
mean that we must maintain our present military and political =situation when an agree-
ment is reached, but that we must strive to gain maximum advantage both before and
after a political solution is reaohed,.

Documents kept by the secretary of the fifth region party commlttee in the Tri-Thien
area reveal: We must strive to gain maximum advantage at the Paris conference, and
we have already worked out plans to continue our struggle following an agreement on
a cease-fire, For us a cease-fire 1s but temporary. Wwe aim to end the war with the
victory set forth by the party--this 1s to take over the administration.in the south.
Therefore, we regard any cease-Cire as merely a change in our form of struggle.
Actually, we must prepare for war even before a cease-fire. BA,d when a cease-rire
solution has been reached, we must sparke the revolution and rise to seilze power.

All this 1is the content of captured documents belonging to the communists, which they
have disseminated to thelr varicus echelpons. During thelr interrogations, POWis and
ralliers have also said the same,

My aim is to show all of you ¢orpatricts, brothers and sisters, that while the communists
are begging -and explolting the United States for a cease-fire to proteet thelr wmilitary
potential in both the north and the south, they still in fact interd 4o have a cease-
fire without ceasing their gunfire, Morecover, they still intend to take advaniage of

a cease~fire to -est and recover their strength, so that after formatlen cf a ccalitis
goverment and the U.8, withdrawal tney might usSe that militsry Strength and take
advantage of the disgrganized ccalivian govermment in the scuth to deal their final
miisivary blow and seize power, The communists alsc Say that a cease-fire is but &
phase, a change in the form of the war, and that it will net bring about an end to the
war, Tpus, the compatriots must see that when the ~smmunists talk about a c¢ease-fire
we Sheuld not believe that they will respect it. When the sommunists say we must have
a cease-fire to end the war and settle the political probléem in s calm manner ané in

a spirit of national ¢oncord, perhaps we, but not they, are the conly ones who will

act aceordingly.
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Their objective is fo drive the United States out of thne country so that the North
Vietnamese troops may stay to prepare for ancther attack. Thus, if a coalition
government could be formed the communists would win military and pelitically. In
sum, as the compatriot brothers and sisters can see, the communists have begged
for a cease-fire at a time when they are weak, and yet they have already plannsd
dishonest schemes in this cease-fire,

Now the compatriots may ask: "Mr President; please tell the compatriots what is
going on." As I have said, the communists are actively negotiating with the United
States in Paris for a cease-fire. Why? I have Just said that the communists want
the United States %o get out of the country and to stop bombing and mining the north
0 that they may receive Soviet and Chinese communist aid to make up what they have
lost in South Vietnam and what has been destroyed by bombs and shells in North
Vietnam,

The communists want the United States to get out of the country, while the North
Vietnamese communist troops remain in the south and refuse to return to the north.
Then they call for a cease-fire solution which must go along with a political
coalition solution and a three-segment government coalition. Then they would
provoke distuyrbances in the scuth and use the armed Torces to deal us a hard blow.
At that time they would certainly be victorious, without the United States being
able to resume the bombing and mining of the north. And perhaps at that time the
United States would be unable to intervene again.

As for us, what are we now doing? 4s I nave stated on several cccasions, we do not
try to avoid a cease-fire, because a cease-fire must come Tirst before peace can be
restored. To have peace it is necessary to solve the military war and to have a
cease-fire. TFor our side, we have proposed a cease-fire far the past many years,

I had stated that we can achieve a cease-fire today, or tomorrow. We do not fear

a cease-fire, first of all because we already have a political and military stand-
point, that is, we already have a stand on a cease-fire, on the end of the war,

and a clear-cut political solution.

Our stand 1s tc insure a serious cease-fire and a genulne peace, I have repeatedly
stated that to achieve 3 serious cease-fire, they must withdraw all North Vietnamese
troops and all their weapons to the north. They are the aggressors; they must
withdraw from the south. They demand that the United States go home, and so they
must also go home., They say that all foreign troops must leave the country. Since
they are the ones who came frem the north to launch an aggression against the south,
they must also get out of the south. The south did not invite them, They came of
their own will, to launch an aggression agalnst the south, and therefore they must
Zo home,

We have stated that 1if a cease-fire occurs, It must be a cease-fire throughout
Indochina, because if the North Vietnamese communists are allowed fto stay in

Cambodia and Laos they will be able to jump into the south to attack us at any

time they want. If now they dare not fight us, and keep on fighting the Cambodian
and Lac people, then some day they will not hesitate and fight us, In this case I

do not think that such a cease-fire would be a serious one or that peace, 1if it should
be restored, would be secure, for the comminists would be free to ‘come from Cambodig
and Lacs to attack us any time they want. A5 for us, we would not be agble to do
anything, because we would have to spend all our time defending curselves,
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The compatriots may ask why the president seems to be so busy since the arrival of
the assistant and representative of the U.3. President in the country? Moreover,
according to radio and TV broadcasts the president had seven or eight meetings, day
and night, lasting & to 5 hours each time, This 1s correct. I have held meetings
day and night with the Mational Security Council, with the army, with Dr Kissinger,
the U.S. assistant for national security affairs, for 7 consecutive days. I took
no rest, working 14% to 15 hours a day.

As all of you know, for the past many yéars we and the United States have heen on
the one side and the communists on the other side at the Paris conference on
Vietnam. In the country, we and the United States are fighting the communists
together. Therefore we have cooperated and discussed with the United States on
every matter we have to talk about with the communists, and we have the same view
on peace and on a cease-=ire.

In recent months in thelr secret talks with Dr Kissinger in France, the copmunists
advanced their hooligan pelitical solution, which they explained at length. They
argued a great deal about this. Mcst recently the communists advanced a go=cglled
cease~fire soiution and also argued a great deal about 1t. The United States and
Socuth Vietnam have of course acted on a coordinated basis. We have not talked
direebly with the communists, because they are very afraid to talk directly with us.

The communists talk directly with the United Stetes perhaps because they believe
that in this election period the United States may be easy=-going, and that it would
put pressure on us. The communists have therefore talked directly with the United
States and dare not talk directly with us. The communists have advanced solution
after solution and proposal after propesal. Of course, we did ask the Americans

to inform us of any proposals advanced by the communists in their negotiations and
talks with them, and then we would express our views on these proposals and the
Americans would inform the communists of these views. This would benefit the
quest for peace.

Although we are flexible about these secret talks, we maintain that the ultimate
decisions about everything must be made by our govermnment, that we must be
consulted about any views, and any solution must be decided by us 1f it 1s to
have any value. Whatever we say we cannot accept must be faithfully reperted to
the communists by the U.3. delegate.

Concerning the Americans, we also know that in the international arena they can
talk with Communist China and the USSR. We assert that we will acclailm any effort
by anyone, by the United 3tates or any great power=--by anyone, any member of the

United Nations; even by the Pope--aimed at helping to restore a Jjust peace in Vietnam.

Nevertheless, everything must be decided ultimately by us, and no one is allowed
to do anything on our behalf. . No one can replace the 17.5 million southern people
or force us to accept or refuse anything, and no one is allowed to sign any cease-
fire, armistice or peace agreement without it being signed by the Goverrment gor
the Aepublic of Vietnam. We must clearly determine the scope of our authorit, and
ultimate decisions and views, but we also acclalm those whe go between to consult
the other side about its views. But in the end if something is achilevable, we
and the communists must sit together and make the ultimate decisicn,

/o



1V, 26 Oct 72 L1 SOUTH VIETNAM

\n

I have worked together with Dr Kissinger in the past few days. Dr Kissingsr did
talk with North Vietnam, and he had te talk with Salgon and learn our views. I
how can say that I worked hard with Dr Kissinger in the past ¥ or 5 daye, because
many problems had to be discussed. I can say that our discussions were very use-
ful, because I and Dr Kissinger exchanged our views very openly. When the
Americans seek to know our views on any problem, we let them know our views
correctly. When we ask the U.S, Government's views, we also can learn them
correctly.

The probes are continuing, and no solution can yet be considered as going to be
signed or definite, Today I want to inform the compatriots of this. The United
States and Vietnam--allies on the one side--must exchange thelr views so as to
talk with the communists.

What 1s my present stand, as president? I have expressed 1t many times, I want
now to reassert it suceinetly. Our stand 1s simple. For us, to restore peace
it 1s necessary to take three important and basic problems into consideration,

First, we must say that we have always used the 1954 QGeneva agreement as a basis.
We say that the north 1is the north, that the south 1s the south, and that the
north and the south are two different zones, pending thelr unifilecation. We do
not know when this unification will be achieved. We stil) want this unification,
but this problem will be solved in the future.

However, both zones must remain temporarily separate. South Vietnam belongs

to the southerners, while North Vietnam belongs to the communists, The two
zones are not allowed to invade each other, but must respeet each other. North
Vietnam must not send troops to invade South Vietnam.

The question of national reunification will be dealt with later., Our country
must be reunifled through peaceful and democratiec means and not thrbugh weapons.
I want to stress that the two zZones must not interfere in each other's internal
affairs, As regards relations between the south and the north, such as trade

or economic relations, the Saigon and Hanoil gévermments will sit in on the
negotliations. Conecerning this matter, I have on a hundred ocecasions invited the
Hanol govermment to hold negotiations any place and at any time. If North
Vietnam wants to exchange its coal for South Vietnam's rice or anything else, or
if it wants to deal with reunification of the country, I say okay. DBut I am
sure, and you compatriots can see, that the communists want to shirk these
questlons, because they are the aggressors,

Now I want to say that according to the 1954 Q@eneva agreement, North Vietnam has
no authority in South Vietnam. Because North Vietnam has been invading South
Vietnam, it must withdraw all its troops and has no right to participate in or
interfere in Scuth Vietnam's internal political affairs in any form whatever,

The North Vietnamese have their government, their president, and their natiocnal
assembly. If we use their constitution, this means that we accept thelr regime,
We South Vietnamese have our own regime. Thus, temporarily there are two saparate
countries which have no right to invade each other. According to the Geneva
agreement, North Vietnam's violation of the DMZ 1is considered an aggressive act.

First, the North Vietnamese communists must respect and return to the limits
determined by the 1954 QOeneva agreement. Thus, they have nc military or politieal
right in South Vietnam at all.

/D
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Second, to achleve a peace solution in the military field, North Vietnam's troops

must be withdrawn to the north, because they have no right to remain in South Viet-
nam. But the North Vietnamese communists have lgnored this fact. They have asked

the Americans, Koreans, Thais and Pilipinos to go home, but they have never said

where they in turn would go. Here I want to draw your attention to the communists!
trick: During the past 3 years that they have sent their troops to South Vietnam,
North Vietnamese army units have been scattered and then ordered to Join village

and hamlet guerrilla units. For what purpose? Their purpcse is that when a cease-
fire occurs they can say these guerrillas are southerrers and not northerners. How
can we make a distinction between southerners and northerners? Moreover, these
northern guerrillas, who have long been in South Vietnam, have learned to speak with

a southern accent. If the ICC members ask them and hear their southern acecent, they
will say: Ah, they are southerners and not northerners. Thus, the problem is regarded
as solved, because these foreigners know nething about it and have proved to be incompe -
tent in this matter.

The story will be the same in Laos. The communists will ask the Americans to Zo home.
The North Vietnamese troops will return to North Vietnam from Laos. But it is easy
to make a distinction between an American and a North Vietnamese, because the former
have a protruding nose and blue eyes [words indistinet]. The communists will say
that the Amerlecans have not yet gone home ir they see the latter anywhere. They will
make a namelist of Americans, from generals to privates, and then will run a count

at the airport, Meanwhile, if the Americane ask them about the number of repatriated
North Vietnamese, they will answer: 48. Ir they are asked about the soldlers, they
will say they have no soldiers in Laos. In reality, tens of thousands of communist
troops remain in this country, wearing the uniforms and caps ©f Pathet lac troops

and learning to say a few sentences in Iao, If the ICC members ask these North Viet-
namese soldiers in Vietnamese, the latter will pretend to ignore the Vietnamese
language and will say a few words in Lao. 1In the final analysis the Americans, the
12 countries in charge of insuring peace, and the ICC have proven incompetent.

At that time the communists will play this trick. All 300,000 or 400,000 North Viet-
namese troops whe have been sent to South Vietnam will be "South-Vietnamized," given
one ID card each and sent to villages and hamlets. When a cease-fire ocours they
Wwill burn all civil status papers. If asked about their birthplace, they will say
they were born in South Vietnam. Although they speak Vietnamese wilth a northern
accent, they will say they moved to the south in 1954, 1If asked to show their ID
cards, they will say that all these papers were lost or burned in the rlames of war.
How can the ICC members know about this when we ourselves ecannot make the distinc-
tion between northerners and southerners, if we have seen no papers?

As a result, these North Vietnamese communist troops could remain in South Vietnam,
and North Vietnam would have an army te fight in case of war. If there is no war,
these troops will be sent to the countryside to serve as party members and
political cadres, to commit fraud in the elections, to murder or kidnap pecple and
to force our_cOmpatriots to vote for communist candidates.

The communists remain tricky and deceitrul. All the divisions coming from the north
have changed their names. TIr the ICC urges these divisions to retuyrn to the north,
Nerth Vietnam will say they belong to the Liberation Front.
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My stand regarding tbe pelitical affairs of the scuth is very nlear-aut: North Vietnam
must withdraw its men t¢ the north; it does not have any rights in the south, They

are only two opposicion parties in the south. The Liberation Pront has used weapons

to oppose us, Its dootrine is different from ours. Yet we forgive and allow it to

be reconciled with us and to take part in the electlons in order to partieipate in
political life on the basis of the right of self-determination, provided it will obey
the 17 million South Vietnamese people's decision on the type of government they want.

Any political solution to the South Vietnam problem must clearly reflect the percentage
of the population under the RVN Government'!s control and the communistsi control.

So far the communists have claimed that they control two-thirds of the population, I
challenged the communists to organize elections under international supervision to
determine the percentage of people who want to side with the communists and people who
want to remain with the RVN Government, I wanted to solve this problem once and for all,
80 that the communists could not c¢laim that they controlled two-thirds of the population,
However, the nommunists did not dare to accept my challenge, because they did not want
people to see the very low percentage of the population under their control, Any
political solution must reflect the percentage of people who side with the Liberation
Front and people who remain loyal to the RVN Government.

I also proposed that both sides ablide by the results of the elections. If the results

of the elections indicate that they control only a very low percentage of the population,
they must resign themselves to it, If they control 90 percent of the population, we
would allow them to cut our throats. However, they did not dare to accept my challenge,
because in reality they did not control anyone.

I adopt a similar stand regarding peace negotiations., I hold that the present war in
Vietnam must be solved among the three sides: Between the north and south and between
the RVN Govermment and the Liberation Front. The Saigon and Hanol governments must
hegotliate and sign agreements on the problems concerning the north and south, without
the Liberation Front having the right to put its nose into these affairs, The existing
RVN Government and the Liberation Front must settle the internal affairs of the south,
wlthout the North Vietnamese communists having the right to put their noses into these
preblems,

Yet, the North Vietnamese communists still demanded that they be allowed to take part
in solving the internal affairs of the south and that the Liberation Front be allowed
to participate in solving the problems concerning the north and south, They wanted us
to recognize the existence of two different governments in South Vietnam. I am against
this demand and hold that the problems concerning the north and south must be solved

by the Saigon and Hanoi govermments, and the internal affairs of the south must be
settled by the lezal and constitutional RVN Government and the Liberation Front.

As rar as the Indochina problem is concerned, the Republic of Vietnam will sit

together with the United States, Cambodia and Laos to find a solution, HRegarding

the protection of world peace, the Republic of Vietnam always stands ready to attend

a conference with the participation of the Soviet Union, Communist China, Great Britain
and other countries to find a solution to insure peace and stability in the world.
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Brothers and sisters, what do we have to do to cope with the communists! dark scheme

1o rampaign for a cease-fire while trying to undermine it and to campaign for peace and
coalition while using military force to attack us and then refusing to withdraw troops
to the north? I want to tell you that a cease-fire may take place in the very near
future, because the communists want to achieve a cease-fire in order to protect their
war potential both in the morth and south and because they believe a cease-fire befcre
the U.S, presidential election is more favoerable for them than after it.

The communists are free to ask for a cease-fire. What we have to do is to maintain our
stand. We are unafraid and do not avoid, but are ready to accept, a cease-fire, provided
the cease-fire 1s consistent with our stand, is guaranteed, and will lead to peace and
provided the communists will not take advantage of it. Not only we are not afraid, but

we are also ready.

People are wondering: If there is no cease-Iire between row and the U.S. election, then
when will there be a cease-fire? I tell the compatriots the truth, that sconer or later
there will be a cease-fire. Why 50? May I tell the compatriot brothers and sisters that
the communists have nothing left with which to fight us. They have fought us Tor 15

years and yet they cannot defeat us., And recently they were fought out of Quang Tri and
Binh Long and were unable to take over Kontum, They suffered sericus losses in men,
tanks and armored vehicles.

Yeanwhile, the north has been heavily bombed. If they continue to be stubborn, the

United States will continue the bombings and the blockading of the north, and”I do

not know how long will they be able to stand. In the months ahead, 1f we continue to
fight them in the south while the United States continues to bomb the north, I do not
know how long they will continue tec be stubborn. Maybe they are going to ask for a cease-
fire in 1, 2 or 3 months. No matter whether the cease-I'ire 1s achieved right now,

tomerrow, prior to the eleetion, or 1, 2, 3, or 5 months later, our stand will be the same.

Therefore, whenever we have a sound stand we have nothing te fear from a cease-fire.
Moreover, we are always ready for a cease~-I'ire, because we have a sound stand and have
asked for guarantees for a cease-fire.

Therefore I advise you, compatriots, not to be afraid of a cease-fire, because we want it
and are not afraid of it. Recently, upon learning that in rural areas the communists
had prepared rflags and deceltfully encroached upon hamlets and won over the people, I
convened meetings with central government organs, province chiefs and city council
chairmen, because I need their cooperation in the localities, I have issued directives
and adopted measures to smash communist schemes to prepare for a cease-rire and at the
same time to sabotage 1t. Such schemes consisted of preparing flags, selzing sewing
machines, attacking villages and hamlets, setting up bloeking positions on roads and

50 forth. I have ordered our armed forces and the local administrations to smash these
schemes in the quickest manner and at the earliest possitle time.

In addition, other measures should be PrepB¥d to guarantee security and a decent
economic life for our compatriots when a cease<fire take pPlace. We should make
preparations so that if a cease-fire takes Place, now or in a few months, we will not

be in a disadvantageous position. Therefore we have planned measures to win over

people and protect our land, wipe out enemy forces and insure safety along communications
lines and a decent economi¢ life For our compatriots, as well as seceurity in the villages
and hamlets.

8
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i want to peint out to you, compatrints, and particuiarly to cur brother armymen and
village and hamlet cadres, that even when a cease-Tire takes place the laws and
regulations applied in the Republic of Vietnam will be RVN laws and‘regulations and
not those of the communists or any other three-segment coalition government. We stiil
exist, and so do our administration, our laws, our legislative branch, our nationai
assembly and our army. No change has been made, and the nation's laws and regulations
5till exist and are belng applied correctly.

I have also ordered that all communist schemes to sow disturbances and foment
uprisings must be nipped in the bud, that the communist infrastructure must be wiped
out quickly and mercilessly, as has been done so far, and that efforts be made to
protect from communist sabotage the symbols of the national administration, banners,
mottos, flags, pictures. organs and documents. Communist acts aimed at disrupting

the masses’ normal activities must not be tolerated. Decree-laws governing war and
martial law situations must be correctly applied. All elements who spread rumors to
sow confusion among the masses must be punished. We must from this moment endeavor to
get rid of hooligans, thieves, robbers, deserters and undesirable elements. because
the communist documents show that when a cease-fire takes place they will take
advantage of these elements to sow social disturbances and incite our compatriots to
oppese ocur administration. Therefore, we must from now on get rid of these elements,
and I have ordered our police and armed forces to shoot at them whenever they see them.
This is an order for them t¢ carry out. Our compatriots! security and lives are
important, while those of these undesirable elements are imsignificant,

In addition, I have ordered our police and armed forces to prevent the setfing up of
commmnist assocliations to oppose the administration in rural areas, as well as
communist incitment to hold demonstrations, labor strikes, market and school
boycotts, assassinations, kidnapings and sabotage. Orders have been given alsoc to
step up the protection of essential organs, so that our compatriots' lives can be
secure and public utilities guaranteed. Orders also have been given concerning the
prevention of enemy efforts to eliminate organs and documents symbolizing the
constitutional ard legal administration in the Republic of Vietnam. These are orders
I have gi#en to our armed forces, administration, police and other forces to foil the
communist scheme to sabotage the cease-fire and to enable us to gain a dominant
position over the communists when a cease-fire occurs.

Compatriots and brothers and sisters, in short, when we have made all necessary
Preparaticns and adopted all necessary measures, there is no reason to be confused.
Therefore we must stand ready, consolidate our ranks, tighten the people-army
solidarity, adopt military, security, and pacification measures, and stabilize the
rear. We must make preparations concerning the handling of important problems,
such as implementing laws, as well as c¢oncerning the appearance of such problems as
flags, placards, paint and other things. In every case we must perform better than
the communists, for we will never let them rule the roost in the south. Therefore I
have already given clear instructions,

The war continues as of now. Because the war is contimuing, we continue to defeat

the communists in every way, by ocur military and political activities, our cadres

and our rural pacification and development. Nothing has changed. However, whenever a
cease-fire comes We will always respect it, as before.

/4
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We have always respected countless cease-fires on Tet, Buddha and Christmas days,
whereas the-communists have always demonstrated their brutal nature. During the
daytime they did not move, or moved in the forests, but at night they stealthily
infiltrated the villages and hamlets.

Whenaver they violate z gease-~fire we must reaegt very vigorously. Qf course we mus*%
always demonstrate our good will by respecting peace, cease-fires and agreements. But
I have given orders to the army, police, clvil defense force and regional and militis
forces that if the communists first violate a cease-fire by firing a pistol, we will
riposte with a rifle; if they use rifles we will riposte with machineguns; if they use
mortars, we will riposte with cannons; and if they use cannons, we will bomb them.
There is no other way.

A cease-fire must be seriously respected by both sides. But according toc the document I
have Just read, the communists plan in the event of a cease~fire to aet in disregard of
national laws and the presence of the International Control Commissien. Egcggge'a
cease-fire is a period of confusion, the communists will "advance in a wave of guccess,"
launch uprising movements and prepare for military attacks. At that time our 17.5 million
southern people with 1.5 million soldiers and cadres and 3 or 4 millicn civil defense
corpsmen will not let them rule the roost. If they violate once, we must riposte 10 times,
making them unable to violate the cease-fire again,

Alsc concerning a cease-fire, while our entire armed forces and people must make all-out
efforts %o smash the communists'! dark schemes in making preparations for a cease-fire while
also sabotaging it, today I alsc appeal to =211 political parties, religions and asscgiations
to participate with the administration in smashing the communists' dark scheme and
preparations for g¢heating in a cease-fire, and also to participate in assisting the lacal
administration in preparing for future measures which, when a cease~fire comes, would

make us ready to prevent the communists from sabotaging the cease-fire, and especially from
massacring innocent civilians and compatriots.

T also have instructed government officials, province chiefs, and mayors on what is to
be done and have appealed to mass organizations, political parties, religions and
assoclations, I also instructed the chalrmen of municipal and provincial councils

to appeal to all strata of the people, religicns and political parties in their
lacalities to unite with the entire armed forces and people in taking common actions
singlemindedly and to be resclute first of all.

I also appealed to them to pay attention even to the problem of flags. I said a
communist can hold two flags in one hand and stick three others on his clothing
and that our nationalists must do the same thing by holding two national flags--

a Catholic can hold an additional Catholic flag, a Buddhist an additional PBuddhist
flag, a Caodaist an additional Caodaist flag, and a Hoa Hac Buddhist an additional
Hoa Hzo Buddhlst flag-~-to demonstrate that they are South Vietnamese naticnalists
and not communists.

The hooligan communists want to show a large number of flags everywhere, to lead the
ICC to conclude that they control all the territory and that the pecple side with them.
Therefore we must show not only one national flag but also flags of political parties
and religions, The mor€ flags the better, the larger the flags the better, and in as
many places as possible. Each house, hamlet, village, and individual should have flags.
Only in this way canwe triumph over the deceitful communists.
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Those who witnessed the situation ir 1954 Wriow about the commurists! crafty,
deceitful schemes and acts. I think that a mumber of our compatriots and
brothers in the army who have lived in this period must know about the communists?
cunning maneuvers and must be determined to punish them severely.

Furthermore, I also call on all of you im various political parties, religions,
assoclatlions and mass organizations not to let yourselves be divided and not to
listen to rumors spread by the communists, the colonlalists, the false peace
advocates and the political scoundrels, lest we create dissension among ourselves
and among the mationalist ranks, weakening our own strength, for this weakening,
dissent and situation of conflict will be exploited by no one but the communists.

The communists ¢rly hope that after they have been defeated militarily they can
take advantage of the internal disintegration of our nation to claim vietory. And
at the present time, prior to a cease-fire, the commimists have tried plans to

sow dissensior, TFor example, recently the communists spread the rumor that
President Thieu had agreed to the formation of a three-segment government, to cause
confusion in our army with a view to making the army believe I had become a
Vietnamese traitor or a countryseller, so that it could stage a coup d'etat or so
that various political parties would rise up to oppose me, The communists also
stated that (?%according to a number of) representatives and senators, I had been
allowed by them to remain in power. Therefore, I had already accepted a coalition
government. Then they sald that I had agreed with the United States to form a
committee to Joiln the communists in a three-segment government and that this
committee consisted of six members, comprising myself, the vice president, the
premier, the senate chairman, the house speaker and the president of the supreme
court. The communists added that when they asked for four more men, President Thieu
brought forth four Can Lac Party members,

Later the communists turned to the Buddhist side and told the latter that President
Thieu had brought only Can Lao Party members and Cathollcs into the government,
while the Buddhists had no representatives, By these rumors the communists wanted
to create dissension between Catholicism and Buddhism, between the administration
and political parties, and among our nationalist ranks.

Furtheremore, the communists also resorted to another trick: they spread the rumor
that someday in the future President Thieu would discharge the marines and
paratroopers, This trick 1s a clever one, as they thus incited the brother marines
and paratrcopers to opppose the government, oppose myself, or mutiny and stage a
coup dfetat. Now if the marines and paratroopers listened to this rumor, lost

their spirit, and refused to fight, who would be the ones to benefit? It is certain
that the communists will renew their attack on Quang Tri. Therefore, I would like
to advise all brothers not to listen to such rumors,

I have talked with the generals and with your commanders. My stand is very firm.
It is not that my stand has just achieved its firmness; it has been firm for dozens
of years, as all of you brothers already know.

The communists also have spread rumors stating that this general accepted but
another general refused, that this general was bovght by the United States, that

a certain general has agreed to a coalition proposal, that two generals have agreed
but two others have not and so forth,

a4
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They alsc bought some foreigners--whose identity or what they are, tractor drivers
¢r what else, we know not--who -laimed to be officials of some embassies Just
arrived here Irom the “nited States or France. These foreigners went to various
province chiefs to announce falsely that this problem had been settled. They even
threatened and slandered provinee chiefs and generals in order to break their
5pirit. I advise all of you brothers not to listen to their talks. As for myself,
I pay no attention to them,

At the present time the communists say there is dissension within the National
Security Council, that the vice president, the premier and the president are
following three different lines. However, the National Security Council holds
daily meetings, and its stand is a common one., This commen stand is not the
stand of the council; it is a stand of the entire People and the entire army,
a national salvation but not a country~selling stand.

Thus, the communists' aim is to sow dissension within our national superstructure.
I will talk to the army, and I wili Surely ask our brothers in the army if my
stand is correct., I will ask: After 15 years of fighting and after experiencing
50 many sacrifices and hardshipse-including the deaths of many soldiers as well as
of our wives, children, and relatives and the destruction of our houses--would cur
army now agree to surrender to the communists? Would our army agree to the
absurdity of North Vietnam's refusal to withdraw its forces from the south? BNorth
Vietnam maintains that even after a cease-fire the United States can withdraw its
forces, but the 13 divisions of North Vietnam would still remain in the south.
Thus, if the Sovie* Union ahd Red China continue their aid, North Vietnam will send
this aid south to renew the fight. 1In that case, we would have to sacrifice again,
both ourselves and our relatives. Thus, by my conditions and my stand I say that
the North Vietnamese army must withdraw tc the north, and our army must agree with
me on this,

To tell the truth, even if I were an ordinary soldier, after so much fighting T
would not accept such an absurdity. If I fought for so long for the sake of our
country and our nation, yet now, as a combatant, accepted the North Vietnamese
aggressors'! remaining in the south, I must be a man with no conscience. I believe
that all of you brothers=-1,1 million naticnalist combatants=-will be like me and
firmly hold to our stand-=that the aggressive and piratical North Vietnamese army,
which has come here to burn houses and kill our compatriots, must return to the
north if it wants peace.

Concerning the political problem, will the National Assembly or the pelitical
parties, even in the opposition camp, or various religions in the south accept a
three-segment coalition government? Why a three-segment government? Why not a
15, 17 or B5~segment government? I say that any govermment in the south must be

a 17.5 million=-segment government, This means that this government must be formed
by the political willpower and political ideelogy of 17.5 million people,

The communists unwarrantedly demand a three-segment government. What do the
communists have here on which they claim one~third participation in the govermment?
Although we have the people and the land, and although we control the entire south,
the communists say that we only have one-third participation in the government, and
that the third segment-«what is it? ==-alsoc has one-third participation in the
government, I call it an imposed solution., [ government of nationagl concord is an

imposed solution, As for the three-segment question, it is an irrational, groundless

formula.

o
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The communists' call for three equal segriants 1s even worse. If the southern Leapie
d3sclared who would place themselves on the side of the NFLSY or the nationalists. I
belleve that less than 1 percent of she southern neople would join the communists.
Trus, the communists sannot elaim a cne-third participation. I am convinced that the
National Assembly itself eanmnot zogept an overt form of coalition with a three-segment
government or any such irraticnal, prefabricated and imposed three~segment formula, I
consider all thils g disgulsed coaliflen government. I believe that all our people aiso
agree with me on this.

We cannot., I believe that all our people also agree with me on this. We cannot, after
enduring 16 or 17 years of death and after sacrifielng countless compatriots and
considerable guantities of blood, bones and material resources, endure the North
Vietnamese communists’ refusal to return to the north or a coaiition government. We
would have keifier surrendered to the communists in 1958 or 1959, rather than fight
them and suffer death Just to meet complete failure. If We accept such a proposal by

the eommunists, it would have been better not to have fought for more than a decade.

The communists have still other crafty tricks. I know that with our position on a
three-segment or nationai concord government, the communists will adopt another form.
They will stop talking about "government" and will use the terms council, committee or
leadership. The communists! true nature remains unchanged. Every time the communists
talk about a coalition, national concord or three-segment government, we criticize and
insult them. The communists will forget the term three-segment for a certain time,
Just to use 1t later, The communists may in the coming days use the terms "national
concord rose," or a "set of national concord glasses." Let the communists use what
terms they please, but I am sure that if we insistently ask the communists gbout their
goal, they will say "three-segment." The communists' true design is to coalesce for
form's sake at the superstructure level, while advocating at the infrastrueture level
the control of the rural areas, seizing power, and finally fighting another battle
after the U.5. withdrawal and after being resupplied by the USSR and Communist China.

As for the unchanged problem s¢ far, the communists as well as the colonlalists and
false peace~seekers--all those who have lent a helping hand to the comminists, or who
have been given money by the communists, as well as those who have advoecated
defeatism ignobly or who have surrendered to them--they all say that Mr Thieu is an
obstacle to peace in Vietnam, The communists in various countries will then squander
their money, and the communist parties in these countries will conduct g press
campaign to smear me. They will say that I am rotten and so forth, that as long as
Mr Thieu exists there will be no peace, that Mr Thieu is an obstacle to peace, that
Mr Thieu is difficult and stubborn, and that there will be peace immediately after
Mr Thieu steps down. However, the communists have succeeded with.these agruments in
deceiving part of world public opinion and U.S, public opinion,

Dear compatriots and brothers and sisters, you undoubtedly know whether I am an
obstacle to peace or net. If truly I am an obstacle t0 peace, why should I have
said--when advancing my peace solution--that after peace i1s restored I will step down,
that I will say goodbye t0 the political arena, that I will rencunce my position and
wiil sacrifice myself as an individual and my presidency for the peace of all 17
million southern servicemen and people.
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S0 am I an obstacle to peace? If I am an obstacle to p=ace, I would never want to
have a peace solution. If I object to a peace solution, why should I have so stupidly
volunteered t¢ step down? If I object to peace, I will contimnue to be a president
until the end of my four-year presidential term, or I will become a dictator and
continue to be president forever.

Speaking sincerely, although I have said I am ready to sacrifice my individual

position and my presidential seat, willy-nilly, I was elected by the people and am
therefore responsible for restoring peace. I will sacrifice my individual position only
when there is a guaranteed peace, Because thls peace is so great for 17.5 million
southern pecple, while my individual position is too small and modest, I accept making
such a sacrifice. As long as there is no guaranteed peace and as long as there is neo
guarantee for South Vietnam's survival, I will never sacrifice myself for the
commnists! sake.

I believe that if I left my position when there was no guaranteed peace for the
southern people, I would be really stupid and idiotic, because my sacrifice would
benefit only the cowmunists and not my compatriots. In this case, I would not be
making a sacrifice for the sake and interests of my compatriots.

Por this reason I want t0 reassert that I am responsible for my departure, although I
have said that my presidential seat or my individual position can be sacrificed.
History would critieize me, Scuth Vietnam would be annexed by the ecommunists, and
Peace would not be insured ir I left my position in this way. If I were replaced by
somecne, Jouth Vietnam--excuse me~-would have been lost already. At that time, alas,
1t would be too late,

I reassert that I am not an cbstacle to the peace of South Vietnam, Indochina,
Southeast Asia, or the world. As for those who have organized a campalgn against me
at home or abroad, I can say frankly that they are political scoundrels.

I have always wanted peace for Vietnam, I am the one who has advanced the most
mimerous peace lnitiatives and who has made the most sacrifices. So I can say
frankly that anyone who views peace as harmful to him must suffer this harm. The
17.5 million southern people have been struggling for several dozen years., South
Vietnam was ruled by foreigners for nearly a century. I am dutybound to protect the
southern people's interests.

My peace stand is genuine, rational, sensible, and correet., I ask these persons not to
say that I am an obstacle t¢ peace in Vietnam, Indochina, and the world. I have
already sald that there is no rigid stand, but only the stand of 17.5 million

southern people. To lose or not to lose the country, this 1s a stand.

We have our interests which we must safeguard by ourselves, We listen to noc one.
Each country has its own interests, each person has his private interests. This is a
life-and-death problem. I do not care for and disregard all necnsensical and
irresponzible criticisms. I say frankly that all these can never shake my spirit.

In 25 years of struggle I have heard the gunfire, have faced dangers every day, every
hour, and every minute, and have undergone many crises, but I have defied all this.
These criticisms and these press articles cannot disappoint me. A nationalist
combatant who struggles against communism for the survival of his country is never
disappocinted by these things.
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Today I appeal to our pressmen at home and abroad and to the foreign newsmen working
in Vietnam. In this phase the gommunists have proved to be tricky ad malicious,
This phase is decisive for South Vietnamis survival. There are tpo mzity rumors,

There are too many distortions. fThere are too many moves tg disrupt the southern peo-
plefs morale and sow disuni sy among them in an exeessive way.

I ask the press to adopt a serious attitude. I have made this appeal on severatl
oececasions: if you are engaged In Journalism for rolitiecal purposes, you must adopt

a correet political attitude, although ¥ou are my opponents, If you are embarked on
Journalism for commercial purpoSes, you should not harm our national interests because
of your interests.

Today I appeal to the foreién newsmen abroad or in Vietnam to cooperate with us
within the free world community, in the struggle of 17.5 million Southern people

Tfor freedom and peace, This freedom i also your freedom., This peace is a common
peaee. South Vietham is an outnnst struggling for its freedom and peac¢e as well as
for your freedom and peace., For this reason I appeal f-r your sincere and open-
hearted cooperation. Please remember that at present we gonsider all moves to sow
disunlity, to spread rumors and distortions, and to release false reports as viglatlions
of our country!s national seegurity and laws.

This is the last time I e¢all on all compatriots, mass organizations and religious
organizaticns not to listen to the honeyed and deceitful words of the politieal
adventures. Today these people say “we are supported b¥ this ally," tomorrow they
say "the United States agrees with us," and the next day they say "Prance supports
us." m™ese people rush here and there, baeck and forth, seeking the support of this
Catholic priest or that Buddhlst venerable, to preépare for their eandidaey to the
offiees of president of the republia or premier of the government, They piek up
some U.S5. or Frenech vagabonds and pretend they are Bupported by the U 8 or French
governments,

By so0 doing'they try to fool the compatriots and extort money from them, by sShowing
them the list of names for the new ecouncil of ministers, promising them some minis-
terial »o&t in the new cabinet and so forth, Therefore I urge the compatriots and
mass crganlzations to heighten their vigilange, not to let themselves be rooled and
misled to an erroneous Solution harmful to the nationfs interests., I have said
dearly that our allies do not betray us and eannot betray us., This 18 the standpoint
they have reasserted on many oceaSions. As for the people who spread this or that
false rumor, they are only dishonest palitieciang, who are using the allies! gover to
conceal their true nature as laekeys of the communists, eolonilalists and pacifists.

Compatrlots, sisters and brothers peace will eome. oOur people and soldiers have
bnged for peace for more than 16 years. To achieve peare we have been fighting very
hard and malking very great sacrifiees ror more tran 16 years, A cease-fire should
certainly take place rirst whenever there is a peac? solution. The problem is
whether, after we stop fighting and peace is achieved, the pecple ir this country
will be allowed to live in freedom and demoeracy and will have the righHt to decide
their own future and their political! regime. Will the communis* aggressors have the
right to deelde our rfuture? Will our Seuth Vietnamese people or the communists win
victory arfter we stop fightlng and after peace comes?

wy
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This question we raise 1is not intended for the communists or anyone else to answer,
The South Vietnamese people and seoldiers must answer it themselves. The South
Vietnamese people and soldiers do not beg the communist aggressors for peace, nor
are we forced by the communists to dccept a cease~-fire. On the contrary, cease-
fire and peace are two ocbjectives for which we have been fighting, and we will
achieve them through defeating the communist aggressors, After more than 16 years
of mourning caused by the communist aggressors, we will have peace and cease-fire
thanks to our victory. We will achiave peace and cease-fire in justice and

reason, for us as well as for them.

The compatriots and brothers and sisters should recall that some time ago, when
the communists were s5t111 strong, we demanded an immediate pPeace and cease-fire;
because our stand on peace and a cease-fire was ready and definite, Today the
communists in the north as well as in the south are no stronger than they were a
few years ago, nor are they stronger than before 29 March 1972. At that time our
stand on peace and a cease-fire remained unchanged. Now there is no reason for us
to be afraid when peace and a cease~-fire come.

¥We will be happy to welcome a Just peace and a serious cease-fire. The sooner a
Just peace and serious cease-fire come to us, the more promptly will our South
Vietnamese people cease suffering and begin making our South Vietnam land strong
and prosperous,

I often say that our South Vietnam land is several times richer than some countries
around us. After the war it will take them 15 or 25 years to recover and prosper:
after the war it will take us only 5 or 10 years to become a prosperous country,
This is what our people have been eager to achleve for several centuries. And now
this has come. Therefore I can say that if there 15 peace and a cease-fire, this
will be a victory of and for our people ard not a victory of and for the communists,
Sixteen years ago the communists belleved that in 2 or 3 years they would be able
to take over the south. Therefore they did not think of a three- or four-segment
coalition scheme. At that time they also did not think eof creating any flag other
than the yellow-starred rad flag, and they also stated that Hanoi was the only
capital of Vietnam.

As I may recall, every year during his lifetime Ho Chi Minh used to promise his
Russian and Chinese communist masters he would spend the new year in Saigon. He
also imitated the Russians by calling Saigon c¢ity Ho Chi Minh City, like Stalingrad.
Seven months ago the communilsts belleved they would occupy at least Quang Tri, Thua
Thien, Kontum, Plelku, Binh Long, Binh Duong, Kien Tuong, Cai Lay, Kien Phong, and
Saigon. They also believed that they would force us to hurriedly accept a coalition
government in order to avoid losing everything.

What 15 left for the communists after 16 years, and 1in particular after 7 months 2
There 1is nothing left in the north except devastation, misery, and suffering! In
the south, 200,000 to 300,000 communist troops are short or food, medicine, weapons,
and ammunition. Their morale is low. They have lost thousands of tanks and heavy
artillery pleces. Everywhere they go they are hated by the people like the plague.
If they want something to eat, they must kill the people and selze their food. They
have not been welcomed and supported by the Jouth Vietnamesa people as they had
thought.

R/
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At present the communists can remain strong and hope to win only through their
boastful arguments, propaganda maneuvers, and fiendish scheme to deceive world
public opinion. They cannot entice anyene in South Vietnam. The communists can
only hope to defeat us if our allies abandon us, or if they succeed in begging their
masters to force our allies to sell us out to them. If the communists were really
powerful they would not have accepted and asked for a ¢cease-fire. Because they
were weak militarily, and because they knew they could not defeat us through the
use of military force, the communists have chosen the coalition path in order to
gain time to rest for a while and recover their miiitary strength, while seekirg
ways to oceupy the south within € months through political means and a coalition
government, and in the end to use their military sirength to launch a final attack
against us.

Tonight I want to tell you once again what I told you a few years ago: the communists
will decrease in stremgth and will be defeated by us miiitarily. However, they will
seelt ways to become powerful and win over us politically. The comminists cannot
defeat us, but we can cause our own defeat. We stard united with one another in

the fight to defeat the communists. However, wher pedice comes, we Will become
divided because of internal contradictions. As a result we may lose the sountry
because of our political weakness,

Tonight I also want to tell you all once again that when the gunfire ceases, it
will not be the scores of countries forming the International Contrel Committee
for several million UN troops who will be effective in preventing the perfidious
and fiendish communists from violating the cease-fire. But it wilii be we, the 17.5
million South Vietnamese people, including 3 to 4 million pecplets self-defense
corpsmen and 1.5 million combatants, whe will have to prove ourseives effective

in frustrating the communists! insidious aets and maneuvers aimed at violating the
cease~-Iire.

Do not allow the communists to resort to the same insidious trieks they used in
the 1954 post-cease~fire period,

In short, it is we and no one eise who can guarantee an effective and lasting cease-
fire. We can do this by sharpening our determination to nip right in the bud all

the communists? insidious designs. I also want to tell you all onece again that

when peace 1s restored, it will be the military strength of our southern army and

the politieal strength of our 17.5 million socuthern people, arnd not the world, that

can effectively prevent the communists from resuming their infiltration and

aggressive activities and can effectively insure peace. For the past 16 years we

have been able to do this, as proved by the fact that the commmunists can by no

means defeat us. From now on we are sure we can do that, unless all our 17.5 million
people want to commit suicilde by deliberately allowing the communists to cut our throats.

Dear compatriots, brothers and sisters, I had an opportunity to tell the compatriots
that during the Mau Than Tet [1968) restival the communists occcupied only a part

of Hue city, and in only 24 days 4,000 to 5,000 compatriots were buried alive. And
this year the communists only temporarily occupled some areas, for not more than

4 months, and yet there were more than 10,000 cadres and compatriots slain,

Therefore, if we accepted a disguilsed ecoalition with the communists--let us not
speak of a case where the communists could take over the southe-in a Year not only
5,000, 50,000 or 500,000 but 5 million southern compatriocts, cadres and combatants
would certainly be slain. The communists only accept the éommunists.

27
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If you are not communist you must die, In 1946 Ho Chi Minh stated: "all those who
Bo beyond the path I have laid must be destroyed," and by the time of his death,
Ho Chi Minh had accurately done what he had sald. To this day no one can deny that
Ho Chi Minh was a communist, and since his death the communists have correctly
followed his path and wili continue to do so0., The communists all over the world
have done the same, Therefore, to this day the Hanoi leaders, inecluding Pham Van
Dong, have promised to the United States and the world that they would not transform
South Vietnam inte 3 commnist country and that neither would they carry out
communism in South Vietnam, They promised there would be no bloodshed and no
massacre in South vietnam, Byt who can believe these bloodthirsty North Vietnamese
communist butchers?

Whoever wants to believe may helieve, As for the 17.5 million southern beople, they
cannot believe the communists, And the 20.5 miilion northern people cannot believe
either, Those who are not under the communist yoke May believe the communists if
they want.

This is not the first time that our Vietnamese People have had some experience with
communism. This 1s not the first time that the communists have made commitments.
Thus, we cannot believe them,

Compatriots, brothers and sisters, please allow me to ask ¥You this question: 1In
195% 1 millien northern compatriots emigrated to South Vietnan to live, In 1972
is there any other land for the 17.5 million southern compatriots to emigrate to?

For this reason I appeal tg ¥You compatriots to heighten vigilance and make clear-
sighted observations., I €arnestly call on those who are living in South Vietnam,

who are eating South Vietnam's rice, who are breathing South Vietnam's alr, and

who are protected by the southern armed forces? and people's blood and bonesg but

who continue seeretly to aid the comnunists, who stealthily collude with the
colonialists and falge peace advocates, and who will fully stab in the back our
combatants and compatriots because they want to be a buppet president of the
communists for 5§ or & months, because the communists have promised to give them three
or five ministerial seats in the three-segment government or organ or Mmake them
deputies or senators in a future constitutional assembly, or beczuse they want to
obtain a rfew million dollars or francs arter the setting up of a camouflaged coalition
government, To these people mzy I call on your conscience and ask you to ‘stop for
the sake of our country and nation,

Give up your design and cooperate with our 17.5 million southern compatriots in the
struggle against the communist enemy. I ¢all on you to ponder, If you like
communism, have the courage to go to North Vietnam and live with it. In this way
you will be less diddained by the communists than when you zerve as their lackeys
in South Vietnam, 1Ir You stupidly believe that ¥you will obtailn wealth and honor
and can protect your status in a coalition government, remember that in Hanoi and
in South Vietnam in 1946 those who had the good will for a coalition with the
comrunists to fight the French colonialists, our common eénemy, were not allowed to
survive with the communists., 4As for those who sincerely coalesced with the
communists, they all have met a5 tragic death.

Y
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The examples of Algeria, Poland, Czechoslovakia and China are no different from that
of vietnam in 1946, You men shouid not be stupld. The Hanoi communists still have
a great number of long-standing and loyal party cadres, who are waiting for the day
when they can come south o assume the posts of ministers, directors and province
chiefs., The NFL3SV alsou has a great many members, who have been walting for 10 years
t¢ return here and assume these posts. There are no remaining posts which the com-
munists can reserve for the national traitors who are now living in the south.

Is it pessible that the communists are s¢ stupid that, after enduring many hardships
to go on with their aggression for the past 10 years and more, they would cede these
posts to you men? Thus, you men had better reccnsider. There is still enough time
for you to reconsider and give up your intentiosns and acts. Perhaps n¢ one in this
free south will ki1l you men, but the communists themselves will. TIf you men want
your names to go down in history, there are tuo ways f£or you to achleve this goal:
by one way, when your names ar: mentioned, the entire people wili bow in admiration
and your descendan%s will raise their heads with pride; by the other, when your
names are menticned the entire peovple will raise their heads and curse aloud, while
your descendants will have to lower their heads in shame. T believe that ¥you men
will have your names entered Iin history In this second category.

Even if a stupid act designed to betray the fatherland, the combatants, and the people
can deceive a number Of people, it will be exposed by history and will be severely
dealt with, TIf you cannot take up weapons and fight in the war, and ir you cannot do
anything useful for the rear, then do not do anything to harm the people and sell out
the country.

Dear compatriots and brethers and sisters, T have caused you to lose much of your
time foday Just bpecause I do not want the south to be annexed sooner or later by

the communists, nor de T want the southern compatriots to be eliminated collectively
by the communists.

I have been ready for a long time to do what you, the 17.5 million compatriots and
brothers and sisters, want me to do. I am convinced that you, cOmpatriots and
brothers and sisters, do not want a coalition in any form of camouflage. T will
continue to struggle and stand ready to sacrifice myself for you, compatriots and
brothers and sisters. T said previcusly and now I reassert: walk out on me when
you want to; as for me, I will never forsake you, compatriots and comrades in arms.
My best regards to you, compatricts and brothers and sisters.
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