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MATERIAL RELEASED BY HANOI 
ON THE DRAFT AGREEMENT 

OF OCTOBER 1972 
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NINE POINTS (released by Hanoi on 25 October 1972) 

I) The United States respects the independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Vietnam as recognized by the 1954 Geneva agreements. 

2) Twenty-four hours after the signing of the agreement, a cease-fire shall be observed throughout South Vietnam. The Uni ted States wi I I stop all its mi I i tary activi ti es, and end the bombing and mining in North Vietnam. Within 60 days, there will be a total withdrawal from South Vietnam of troops and military personnel of the United States and those of the foreign countries allied with the United States and with the Republic of Vietnam. The two South Vietnamese parties shall not accept the introduction of troops, military advisers and military personnel, armaments, munitions, and war material into South Vietnam. The two South Vietnamese parties shall be permitted to make periodical replacements of armaments, muni­tions, and war material that have been worn out or damaged after the cease-fire, on the basis of piece for piece of similar charact~ristics and properties. The United States will not continue its military involvement or intervene in the internal affairs of South Vietnam. 

3) The return of all captured and detained personnel of the parties shal I be carried out simultaneously with the U.S. troops withdrawal. 

4) The principles forthe exercise of the South Vietnamese people's right to self-determination are as follows: The South Vietnamese people 'shall decide themselves the political future of South Vietnam through genuinely free and democratic general elections under international supervision; the United States is not committed to any political tendency or to any personality in South Vietnam, and it does not seek to impose a pro-American regime in Saigon; national reconcil iation and concord will be achieved, the democratic liberties of the people ensured; an administrative structure called the Nation­al Reconcil iation and Concord of three equal segments will be set up to promote the implementation of the signed agreements by the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam and the Government of the Republ ic of Vietnam and to organize the general elections, the two South Vietnamese parties will consult about the formation of councils at lower levels; the question of Vietnamese armed forces in South Vietnam shall be settled by the two South Vietnamese parties in a spirit of national reconciliation and concord, equality and mutual respect, without foreign interference, in accordance with the post-war situation; among the questions to be discussed by the 
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two South Vietnamese parties are steps to reduce the military number on both sides and to demobilize the troops being re­duced; the two South Vietnamese parties shall sign an agree­ment on the internal matters of South Vietnam as soon as pos­sible and will do their utmost to accomplish this within three months after the cease-fire comes into effect. 
5) The reunification of Vietnam shall be carried out step by step through peaceful means. . 

6) There wil I be formed a four-party joint military commission, and a joint military commission of the two South Vietnamese parties. 

An international commission of control and supervision shall be established. 

An international guarantee conference on Vietnam will be con­vened within 30 days of the signing of this agreement. 
7) The Government of the Democratic Republ ic of Vietnam, the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam, the Government of the United States of America, and the Government of the Republic of Vietnam shall strictly respect the Cambodian and Lao peoples' fundamental national rights as recognized by the 1954 Geneva agreements on Indochina and the 1962 Geneva agreements on Laos, i.e., the independence, sover­eignty, unity and territorial integrity of these countries. They shall respect the neutrality of Cambodia and Laos. The Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the Provision­al Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam, ~eGovernment of the Uni ted States of America and the Government of the Republic of Vietnam undertake to refrain from using the territory of Cambodia and the territory of Laos to encroach on the sovereignty and security of other countries. Foreign coun­tries shall put an end to all mil itary activities in Laos and Cambodia, totally withdraw from and refrain from reintroducing into these two countries troops, military advisers and mil itary personnel, armaments, munitions and war material. 

The internal affairs of Cambodia and Laos shall be settled by the people of each of these countries without foreign inter­ference. 

The problems existing between the three Indochinese countries shall be settled by the Indochinese parties on the basis of respect for each other's independence, sovereignty, and terri­torial integrity, and non-interference in each other's internal affairs. 

8) The ending of the war, the restoration of peace in Vietnam will create conditions for establishing a new, equal, and mutually beneficial relationship between the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the United States. The United States will contribute to healing the wounds of war and to post-war reconstruction in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and throughout Indochina. 
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9) This agreement shall come into force as of its signing. 
It will be strictly implemented by all the parties concerned. 
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ADDITIONAL POINTS (released by Nguyen Thanh Le, in Paris, 27 October 1972) 

· Detailed arrangements on implementation of the cease-fire 
and assurances against renewal of clashes as the belligerents 
enter into political negotiations. 

Assurances against acts of reprisal. 

· Creation of a new international control commission to 
supervise the cease-fire. 

· The functions of the proposed National Council of Reconcilia-
tion and Concord had been clearly del ineated. The council would 
serve alongside the existing Saigon and Viet Cong administrations 
and would prepare elections. 

• The international conference that would work out a political 
settlement would be convened 30 days after a cease-fire and its 
participants had been chosen. 

ADDITIONAL POINT (reieased by Xuan Thuy, in Paris interview with 
Flora Lewis, 4 November 1972) 

"In the beginning section of the unsigned agreement, Mr. Thuy 
said, there is an explicit statement that' the US side acts 
with the concurrence of the Saigon administration.'" 


