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Q. Redment (Jestinghcuse)

: not : .
Mr. Dan,did mex ycur gevernment/autherize +the U. S.

.

goverﬁment to nezetlzte ﬁrivately and to xexxk ccnclucde 2n agrecment
with the other side, or have you always reserved tire rizht to
appreve and sign the agreement separatelyd

A.

Two days ago President iiruyen Van Thieu jocessikedex made

Scuth
a lengthy statement before the/‘Jietnemese reople ER concerning the

search for perces He spoke precisely of the point which you ymoce
Just broueht up. EHe recalled that the U.S. and W =re acting in
coordinaticn. He s-id that the Americans inform us c¢f the prepesals

prt forward by N7 in tha private tzlkbs We then express our views

on thesa prepesals, the Communist prepessls, =nd the Americsns then

TFERIRTDERTroxtyzxx informe? the Coummists of our views.
The Bresident sald that although we ere very flexible on the form

of these private te.'l.ks, we maintained that the final deeision concernirg

the future of the country must be made by our government.

Q: de Gunzburg, AFP
Cen you say at this time whether there is complete agreement between the
government of the U,5. and your govermnent?

o ﬂ’-wq

Az You see, the U,S. 1is our ally v ceme to our country to help us

& x fight eggression, our ally in the defence of Viet-Nam and ik in

§
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the search for pexax a just and lasting peace for the entire region.

Therefore, our government and our atiytmx ally's government act on

a coordinated basis.
Q. Lewis (New York Times)

The same.
Is the agreement which was revealed today‘hfone which the U.S. government
told your government about, according to the process which you Jjust described?
A: This touches upon a privileged area, the relations between the two

governmentsl and I cannot comment on it.

- Q¢ Sullivan (Baltimore Sun)

Mr. Dan, now that we have at least one version of the agreement between

the U,S. and NVN, could you say that Mr. Phong's speech today contains

all the points which remain unseitled, that is, 1f the points which Mr. Phong
brought up today were incorporated into the agreement which has already

been reached, would everything then ke be acceptable ng the Saigon
governnent 7

At IM@m the terms. This 1s a’version issued

by North Vieitnam, 1t's only one version ., As for the answer to your question,
I can tell you this: 1in our prepared statement today we commented on the
proposals put forward by the Commmist side and we proposed discussing a
certain number of problems including the problem of guarantees for the
cease-fire, an essentlal problem, and alsc another essential problem,

tha.t of guaranteeing @€ the self-determination of the South Vietnamese

population, This is what we did today.
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Q: Sullivan, Baltimore Sun
Without going so far asto comment on the"version," could you tell us
how these guarantees would differ from the international conditions
and other conditions mentionned in the‘version?
A: I will give you an example: with regard to the cease-fire you probably
recall that our side has been proposmgzzea.se-fire for years.
Ang, naturally, for us, as for everyone, there must be a cease-fire so that
peace can be restored . And our position has always been 10 assums nm&: SLRL,
that this cease-fire is € sericus €& and genuine wmm so that the
peace which will come out of 1t can be stable and lasting.
'.[‘oda.y‘ therefore, I should like to refer you to what we sald in our
prepared speech. Today we stated that if the Commmists want
discussions with us on detalls related to the cease-fire and other
steps designed to guarantee its implkedertaidlen implementation,

then discussions can begin immediately.

Q: Sullivan, Baltimore Sun

Yes; but in fact we have in front of us proposals for guarantees.

A: What guarantees do you mean?

Q: (Sullivan, Baltimore Sun)
and

The Joint eommiss:l.on a%_nltemational emrEerneey Eontrol/agupervision

€ommission. i

A:

The cease=fire which we proposed is to be extended to all
Indochina. In light of the nature of the war in Indochina,one
cannot talk of a cease=fire in South Vietnam wmless the problem is

settled in Laos and in Cambodia, failing this the Commmnist HEEES
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twtll our
troopqutill be present at/thx borders, and there can be no stable

peace., A cease-fire mist also be internationally supervised.

Q¢ Time Creary, Southern News SErvice of Canada
With tﬁe cease-fire in place effective in South Vietnam, what
proportion of the territory and of the population would be under
the Jurkiiction of the two different administrations, Saigon and
the PRG?
A: I realize that the Commmists claim to controlysI-can't-recall- what
percentage of the population...
Q.

They said two and a Balf million...
A.

In additiont In addition to the L/5 that they have controlled
for the past four years!
Q.

4/5 of the territory or of the population?
A,

Of the population. I can answer your question in this way:
We proposed elections in South Viet-Nam, open to aXiXx everyone,
throughout the territory. And we pledge in advance to xExpewixRwex
respect the outcome of these elections, whatever it may be. That
will give you an idea of the true reality in South Viet-Nam, without
tﬁere being any need for us to engage in a contest kith the Commmnists

here over how many people and how much territory we control. The
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reality is there for everyone in South Viet-Nam to see, and the
foreign journalists in South Viet-Nam can see this reality every
day.

Q. Creary (Southern News Service of Canada)

" Between the cease=fire and the elections, there is the matter
of running the country, of administering the country. If I understand
correctly, there will be two administrations, and T wonder what proportion
of the country will be under the control of the administrations during
this interim period.
A, |

What pextmi are you referring to?

Q. Creary (Southern Newx Service of Canada)

The period between the cease-fire andee.
1
A.

kWhat €0 you base your remarks on?
What period is this? } &

Q. Gxxxx;xkSnnxhxxntznxxSnxxtzxxmixﬂzuxﬂzﬁ Sullivan (BMtimore Béss Sun)

" "
The versicn....

Let's understand each other. I agree with Mr. Sullivan, this
" "
is a version...
Q. de Gunzburg (AFP)
Is it false?
A,

I haie no comment on this point. Wait and see,
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Q. de Cunzburg (AFP)

© Without reference to the "version," would the government
of the Republic of Viet-Nam accept the formation of a Naticonl
Reconciliation Counecil with "three components to organizé the
eleétions?

A,

I think we should back up a bit in order to answer your
question, Mr, de Gunzburg. We should go back over our position
on the search for peace, a position which President Nguyen Van
Thieu reaffirmed scarcely two days ago. "Our people and our
army," the President said, " have fought for more than I&kysx
16 years to defend the country." And for more than 16 years
they have wanted to see peace restored, a peace whic;?;illi an
end to the suffering of the South Vietnamese and enable them
to reconstruct the country, to devote their energies and their

devasted by the hostilities,
efforts to making kheximwixaf the Southflemmmagain a rich kamx
. mmexEgakmxx and prosperzous land once again. Therefore, g:l cne
wvants peace more than te,' the South Vietnamese, do; for South
Viet-Nam is the victim of the war. The hostilities have taken
pPlace on our scil for many years. An ngoone s LRhaR=-0WP
go#emﬁen# has meme greater effort than our government in the
search for peace; for the very simple reason that as the elected
;epresentative of the South Vietnamese popula.tion, this government
‘expresses and tries to achieve the population's aspirations for
- peace. ¥ The problem, naturally, 1s what kind of peace will

Wil T b= '
be achleved, 40__ peace which will enable the South Vietnamese to
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live in freedom and democracy? And to Rmmizdtexx have soverelgnty
over.their futu;::%:%'political regime of the country? This 1s
why we have p:gpnxnxx made an entire series of military and
political proposals designed to achieve this peace. We proposed
a cease-fire throughout Indochine, to put an end to the Rilling
iz and to create ap|atmosphere fGvorabld) for the solution of the
conflict. We prmpmxmR suggested to the other side that there
be/discussions among ¥kmksdbmmz Vietnamese on problems wnich are
separating the Vietnamese, that is, bilaterél discussions between
our government and the Hanoi authorities to resolve the problems
between the North and the South, and discussions between our
government and the so-called Ex NLF to resolve the Soutn Vietnamese
political problem, This 1s what we have been doing all these years.
Q. Lewls (New York Times)

According to the ppeposalsamdwx put forward by your governnent
and the U,S, governmen:f h:re in the semi-vulble sessions, se...all
the same, you propose a cease~-Fire with elections to follow, therefore,
ther?hill be a period between the cease=-flre and the electiang,and S
there is the matter of administration during this period. And 1f it
is a cease-fire in place, which I believe was your proposal, there is
the mat?er of wha?hroportion of the tertitory...lf a cease-fire in place,
~&s you proposed, 1s to be followed by elections.

A
and our May Bth praposals,
In the framework of our 8-point peace plan/we proposed a general

cease~fire throughout Indochina under international supervision.



Q. Lewis (New York Times)

MWitkockkexfax And 1f the forces do not remain "in place,"
1f they are to be regrouped,...
A.

" Thepe are matters to be discussed. This is why we chose to
discuss the detalls of a cease-fire today, and the guarantees for
& cease-fire,

Q. Creary (Southen News Service of Canada)
Discuss with whom? The NLF?
A.
At the meeting table, with the other side.
Q. (American woman journalist)

The other day your President declared in a speech thai; in order
to have peace all the Commmnists must be killed. Does this speech
provide an indication of the kind of peace that your government is
seeking?

. A, _

Iet me ask me you something. Do you know that there are 1k
North ¥ieiwMamexex Vietnamese divisions in South Viet-Ha.m?

Qe REwtsxfilorix (NeoimekxPiumxy (American woman Jjournalist)

That does not answer my question.

A,

: Do you know that we are at war? xkak That we are victims of
.a.ggression?

Q. Prevaut (AFP)

Do you have any news of Mr. Lam? Will he be there on the 2nd?



A.

‘No, He will inform us in due time.

Thank you very much,

GVN O





