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W’/ 71/ TRV MRESE CONFEREWCE - Minister Xuan Thuy - Ostober 28,097
My dear friends, today I set forth the reasons wiay the government of the LAY
ves obliged gito Issve the stutement of Oztober 06, 1972, I alse set fortn
the essentlal content of @ the statement made by the Demecrabic Rerublic of
Vietnam. Qur government’s statement and my statement Loday are aleeady iu your

REALY
B anozs. I om now waimemsy Lo answer your questions
Q: Hahon, Radio Wonte Carlo
What is the only obstazele to peace at the present time?
Ar It should be poinited out that e U.8. reachad azreement wvith the IRV

GMJ:V:E ,lEE"'.'.«n

o an Eg;raement Orl Bimegaderd the war In Vietnam and bheae-s

DRY

Vietnar. The U.5. also reached asreemant with "t.heA Darty efsldeetll on the tine-

A,

L

Al DRaCE 1N

O

—pon s

spimfawiseses. hre UnSe 5.:-:), wutting
N\

¥
taple for the slgniang of this agreement, G-

forwerd one preth );tifv efier another in crder not to keep its comritments. ol

This is the only obstacle at the present time.

€: Bousquet, ORTF-TV

Mr. Ministerl would you agree to tre U.S. postooning this duate of Oetober i
JASE PRS-
once agaln to some ulterior dalte and what wil be the deadlire JTor the signi g

A vE K]

of an agrcement insolfar as the dorth Vietnamese sios is concerned?

A:r You have read cur stabemont, the IRVis stabterent. Tn this shatemaznt we
F

made it knovin that these timotobles were proposed by the Americsza pariy.

g _
The V.8, sought to modiiy wi ot me-tablesthree vlues, theverors we bellicve

that toe date of Octcber 31 is the dats whieh the UoS: rust ciiok wo in iulffilling

its commitments.

Q: Bouszuet (ORTT TV)

Is thils a deadlice?
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L3

A: We have a.lready provided clarification in cur staetemont.

Q: Kalisher, CBS

Are you expecting any further meetings with Mr. Kissinger? '

Lt 14 aces s,

A: With regard to the agreement in questlon the two partlies Raschec--upproomnans

¢n everything lincluded in this agreement. Thersfore the essential point now

is €¢ awall october 31 to sign the said agreemant.

e

de Gunzburg, AFP

Wrat will be the DRV's attltude 1f the U.S8. wantsnot only o chenge the date
of the signing of the agreement but alsc insists on renegotiaking cevtain
aspects’ as seems to be ithe czse?

o iviai
A:  VWe have zhown e moodwill  vehureusmsilie: owmi s Cralrods o durb tmd s b

Hleir
If the U.8S, continues to put forward fupther time-tables and seee Dre 'i;e}:bs)

that proves that it 1s seeking to prclong the @®e necotiations ang the war.

Q: Redmont; Westinghouse

Fr, Minister, do you think that the U.S. should sign the egreement now even

1f there are objections from the Saigon administration?

At The U.S. told us that both mrties should reach zgreement with their sllies
be alt. T s

in crder to cimemmsatiesdmcaiaouayesd the apreement In question. Thersefore,
tadila. ) o

the American party swrds to obtaln agreerent from the Saigon administration

or from other allles., Everyone knows that the Salgon admindstratlon was set vp

by the U.5., To claim that Saipon has crested difficulties is 1o pul forward a

protert S e R R

eri vk Jor prolornging the negotiations and

vrolonging the war.

Q: Ullman, AFF

Mr, Minister; on his way out Me. Perfer epvkze of an understending wideh was
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apparently reached not to reveal yst the terms o the declarstion.
the @ declaration would be isstd and
Could you tell us whether it was understood that/the time~table would be observed

FResiams only 1o the extent that the U,S. obtaime d egreement from Selgon?
-

bL: Taere was no understanding

this subject. Just & while ago during
t:he sestion I gave the reasﬁns wrEd why the government of the IRV was ¢blized
to issuz the stetement in question. Mr. Porter made the following remark:

"I am surprised that you hava chosen to reveal the content of the private talks,”
I answersed as sy "I've already stabed the reacsons why our government lssu=d
this statement, but you will have to agree that if you want to talk about
disciosing the content of the secret talks)the American party has up to now

on several occaslens disclosed e content of the private talks.” To corraborabe
this T quoted the following statement made by Presidend Nixon ¢n January 25,1972,
when he presented the fAmerican partyls 8 points afber having oressnted then

in the secret talks. Heve 1s President Nixon's sentence:®The best way to

so¥ve peace 1s 1o make public the proposals which we have put forward in 4he

private meetings,"

€: Rolfsen, ABC .
T have two questions: there were

¥ir. Vinister,/you said that in your original proposition at Cctoher, [two points
of disagrceem:nt on which you accepted the Amerdcean proposition. Could your ITak

£

&% cpecify what theze two points wer e?tﬂwjﬁa And could you say on the Z2nd oY

Octoper in what form President Nixon gave perscnal anproval to both the text
of the agreemeant and the time~tanle? (question as asked in Bngtish)e

i: T shwould like to provide clarifications on tho iwe remaining questions

followlng the October 17 private meeting

Ee

(znswer as repeated in English) I wish to specily on Lhe two remainine poinis

b -~

after vhe private meoeting on Oclobor 17.
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The first question deals with the replacement of Emsmwars the two South Vietramese
parties® weapons after the cease-fire.
DALt i 0.
(examuits as repeated in Fnglish) The first question is on the replacement
of armament SEURPK by the two South Vietlnamese parties after the cease-Tire.
This $EIm is the sentence:"The twoe South Vitnanese parties will be authorized
to replace periodically weapons, smmunition and war materi®l which has been worn
A . . . §lad
out or da%?aged after the cease-fire on the following €28 basis: one ~one,
two Soutih Vietnamesne parties:
with the same characteristics and properties)under the supervision o%ﬁt@&ﬁjoimt
.3 -»
f1itary éommissiong and of the Irxtralnaf-icaal fontrel and Supervision Eonmission.
OALALLME N,

{gwrwinei us repeated in inglish): The folleowing 1s the parezrsph:" The tio
South Vietnamese parties will bte permitted to make pericdical replacement of
rrmament, ammunition and war material whieh have been worn out or daqﬁhged afier
the cesse.lire cn the pasis of piece Tor piece of the same charscteristies snd
rroperties under the supervision of the jglnt %Elitary Ghmmission of the two South
Vietnamese parties and of the Etemtional Commission of Eontro'l, and gupervisiun..

' with

The second guestion deals et the return cf persons captured by both parties.

(questiaon as repeated in English): The second questd on is on the return of
the ceptured people of the two parties.

The American party wanted to recover American military perscmnel, but on the
other hand 1t did not want to relcase persons from the FRG and the NLF eaptured
and held by the U,5, or by the Salgon adminis tration.

A (A

{awewirern as repeated in English) The U.S. wants the Awmsrican capiured personnel

to be returned but they don't want to return ths people of the PRG captured Ly ire

bumericans and the Saigon adminisiratior.
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Tus the American party considers +that it 1s not responsible for Lhe
detention of these perscns. It claims that this responsibllity falls upon
the Salgen Administration.

(Rswer as repeated in Englisii) The Unlted States is trying to avold its

responsibiilly for the ecapture and detention of these people and on the other
nand tries to shift the respinsibility vo the Saigen Administracion,

Bui te demonstrate our gocduill and g @5 beeaunse we are anxious to

reach a2 pescelul o yerte settlement of the Vietnamess problem, w2 reached
o ¥ / i .
The paifise’

reoment with the Amerdcan party.on thils guostion® 73, lhe vetwn of jeaptured
: Y A+ /L

militery perscanel mggygnjl%lims 34 Ferersien wlll take place parallel Lo
the withdrawal of American tycops.

(Answer as repeated in English) With owr goodwlll and wiih a view ic
reachlng sm early, peaceful settloment of the Viet-Nam provlem wd agreed with
the U. 8. side cn the followlng: +the return of the capfured military men
and captured peopie of the parties will be completed; will be carried out
parallelly and completed cn the same day as th{aj,}ti;op withdrawal.

-Q“. (several jowmallsts at once)

I7 there 1s a difference between the fwo trensleticns...which should ve

g byt
A
In tne Inglish version, the word 'forcign! was omified. .... If you like
o 0 .
_ P aasies . ) o e LRy B W
we will repeabt: the retura of #3772 'the’ctc;ap‘:ured militzry perscrmel and 4 o oid

w%ill be completed on the date of the completion of this LIEELD withdrawal.
Q-
Withdrawal of what troops?

-
Fp



A, The American troops,

(Answer as repeated in Fnglish) fhe return oL UTHM the caniimed

nilitary perscnnel and forelps cilivians of the parties chalil te corrled

out simultaneously and completed on the sanme day as thgftg

Q-  Sullivan (Baltimore Sun)

dop withdrawel.

Is this formulation more recent or morce accurate than the one which we

Y

release of all persons iiligptured and hs=ld,

wiTthe/parties,

ﬁ&iﬁnggﬁszmﬁ'sThc,

have on page 4 of the statemert, where it says that “eeormisemm sy,
? ]

(””"—“WM*FEFIbus
0T $E S,y barallel to

'y
the withdrawal of the American troppsg” N

% %

A.

Concerning the case of Vietnemase civilians in South Vieb-Nam captured

by one party or the other, that is;, the Baigon Adminis

trationgor the FRG,

the two South Vietnamese parties will eansult to settle this guestion withd

2 period of three months, to wipe oult hatred and achieve national zoncord,

Q. Kalisher (¢BS)

ATter g period'of three months or within a periocd of three months?

Within three montns.

(Answer as reveated in English) Concerning

the caplured ?3 Vietnamese civilians of the pariies, that means the PRG and

the Salgon administraticn, the two South Vietnamese parties will ncgotiate

to g promptéy §olve this matter within three months so as to eliminate hatred

and enmdity and to achieve national concord.

Q. Redmont (Westinghouse)
on

The other part of the questicn waqﬁﬁhe vern of Peasd

A,

dent Nixon's messgre,

Excuse me, but we are not in a position to provide deteils on this aquestion.

I hope you will understand,

{answer as repzated in Feoglish) Thiz

s all I can tell

Mol NOWe

I hop= you
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wmderstand.
Q. Lewls (New York Mmes )

Mr, Xuan Thuy, in the statement you talik oi proposals put forward by
your government: on October 8. Did the American government, %% for its part,
put forward any proposalsg}?
A.

Oa Cctober 8, we put forward a new initiative to put an end to ‘the
cf in Viet-Nam and to restora peace. This (Fr inltiative takes the following
form: we put forward a draft agrecment on the end of the war and the restoraticn
of peace in Viet-Nam, And we preposed that the Government of the Democratic
Repubtlie of Viet-Ham, with the approval of ths Provisional Revolutionary |
Government of the Reputlic of South Viet-Nam&and the United Statsj&miﬁh the
epproval of the Republie of Viet~Nam&proceed to the sipndfig of this agreement
to put an end to the waraand the ¢I5Timn Amcrican party agresd to this initiative.
é‘hat day the Americen party EIEs stated thot 1t appreclated our initiative.
Q. Edith Lenart (Far Eastern Eccnomic Review)

ire Minister, you explained to us that the two South Vietnamsse parties

were to &gree on the quesiion of political vrisoners in South Viet-Nam. Now

in Point 4, &t the end of the paragraph, you mention the fact that"the two

South Vietramese partles will reach agreement on intermal questions in South
Viet-Nam. " Could you give some indication of whal the other South Vietaamese
guestions ame which will be agreed up;%;f;;ida from the question of civilian

risoners?

A.

The internal guestions in South Viet-Naw are the follewing: ifor examplc,

the question of demosratic freedoms for the neople, the question of the organization
of electlens in Souil: Viet-MHam, the questlen of the establlshment of & Haticne)

PR R

Cowneil Ter Reconelliation and Hablongl Coucord -w &

A centrally and
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on the various lower levels.
Q.# Sullivan (Baltimore Sun)
Mr. Minister, certain Amerlcan circles have' reported a parallel understanding

according to which the North Vieinamese troops, i RIS 1T there were any

in the Soutn, would withdraw’Ft the time of the cease~firs o the Norihy Could
_.__,,-*‘—_-__-m

f, SO

vou tell us whether such a clause or agreement exists?
A.

Our goverament's statement also discusscd this queghion. );3. I should
like to make our pocint of view clear, The only aggresscr in South Viet-Ham is
the Unitcd States. American alrcreaft, moreover, has bomhed MNorth Viet-Nam
and hes recently pfm mined the bharbors and waterways of Horth Viet-Nam.
Therefore, the Vietnamese pecple, in the South as in the Horth, have a perfect
right tc oppose the aggression comuitted on Vietnamesza soii. To claim that
North Viet-Nam 1s committing aggression ageinst Soutn Viet.Nam in order Lo

demand %“ﬁ’féfﬁax-—aggmtual v:ithdra.wal%mounts to putting forward a line of
\__._,,.._-—-—"'"

reasoning designed to Justify e=e ageression, to Justily the pooclonging of
the war., TFor our part, we have a.lrea.d,vJ and on many occaslcns Jrejected this
false line of reasoning.
Q. Bousquet {ORTF-TV) 7t'- oo d"‘é}"'ﬁf"r o o e e
HMr. Minister, would you accept/f’em‘;mseveral of th:a/points in{™Ma the
agreenent reached between Washingtcn and Hanoi.,b:mfl”m between now and the
official signing of this agreement?
A.
For the moment, I can tell you simply thoit the text of the agreement was
prmemaEmegee accepted Ly the Ui ted States angd the IHV,
Q. Bousquet (ORTT-TV)

!
M Compromise is still €3 possible on one of the nine points?



RV

I have nothing to add on this subject.
Q. de flunzburg (AFP)

I have two questlons, cne on &% content, one on WA formi ChERIEIsEIe

Concerning the publicaticn of the egreements, the Minister
sald thal during the session he lad explained te Mr. Porter the reasons why
the IRV was obliged te publish them. I wonder if the Minister could tell us
wnat his arguments on this subject weres. 80w
A,
gwﬁab%uman
After my answer to Mr., Porter, which sas given a while aco, Mr. Porter

contented himself with remsining silent,

Q. de Guzburg (AFP)

sbor Tour-member
My second questien 1s on paragraph £ of the preuments, thu/JoLn*
. his Iz nvdte aleoara
Military Commission Geamstieseey Iis discussed--flEmsinnrediums iyia--but T wonder

if the Minister could provide some clarification concerning the Intcrmaticnal
Control and Supervision Commission and the Internztlonal Confererice on Viet-Nam;
France's

“for rumors have been eirculating concerning &£%p participation in the ICC. And
in additicn, concerning the International Conference on Viet-Nam alzo, the
participation of the four permanent menbers of the Security Council has been
discusseds I wouid like tc kmow if these i1vunores ere trugby&alse and what the
opinioca of the IRV on this subject is.
" .
" A,

In light of the Tact that hhese lgreemenits have not yet been signe d,
I 8% am not In a position to discleose vhad countries have been proposed for

participation in this Conference.
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Q. HahionRadio Mcnte Carlo)

Mrs. Binh said she would see us next Flhursday. Next Thursday, the date
of October 31 will have passed, Should we understand by this that the
negotiations will cantinue or that on the other hand you might teke the
initiative of breaking off the neg_otia.tions if thls date is not respected
by the Americans?

A,

Walt and you will %% find out vhen the dzy comes.
Q. Valery (New York Daily News)
I would like to understand clearly the reasons Tor this press confercnee toiay.
What exactly is the situation today wlth regard to the talks with the Amerdicans.,
The impression which one hias from your statesent is as focllows: the Amerlcans

reanngted ) - s
wmvazeon (ctober 2hed Rty the renegotliation of certaoin points

apparently gz
in the 9 points which you had agreed upon with them . Is this accurate?
In this event what is it they want to renegotiate? and if 1t is nct correct,

this ag;r;c—e:mnt ?
whab are your reascns ior doubting that the Americans willl sign/en Octoher 3l.
- Do you have speclific reasons for doubting that the Americans will sipn ¢@& this
agreement on X October %1lst as they apparently emdmem committed themselves to do?
A: The U.3. 1923; already agreed with us on thds question and now they are creating

= .. s , A
ew obstacles Jta.ki.ng‘as a pretexb|difficulties encountored_jn Saironf We belleve

that this sftitude on the part of the U.S. preves that this lajfer is seeking to
prolong the negotiations and to prolong the war. This ls why we demand that the

haye, '
CAnerican porty  implenent the ag;_r'eementsw}ncheﬁz.-e;s,’a.u.read.y been reached )’_'.
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Q: Behr, Newsweék
Could you tell us through whal channel this request for renezotiation reached
you?. Was 1t a personal message from ir. Kissinger or did it reach you through
the American delegation in Paris?
A é Just a while ago, one of our Journalist friends asked a similar question
and I said that you should understand that we are not in position to answer &3 these

questions for the time being.

2 (women jowrnalizt from a Saigon paper)

What do you think of the statement made by Mr. SETA Tran Van Lam, forelgn minlster
of th¢ Republic of Vietnam? Mr, Lam stated that the ceasse-Ffire will not ba declared,
declded upon before Novenber 772

A: The Salgon acdministratlion is free to think whatever EREmee it pleases.

Q¢ Freudenhelm, Cunicago dally news
Mr. Minister, you sald that the two parties, the DRV and the fmericsn pa‘c'tyh
reached agreement on October 22, Are you saying that the American party agreed

7

wmeenditionally without any reference to the Saigon adminlsirstion.

gy
Vol
A: The U.S, e created the Saigen a.dmird.stration) end the U.3, stated thot 1t e

represent the Saigon adwinistration in the hiladeral ceaversations.

Q: Rosenberg, (AP)

Excuse me, but we have not been able to b=er all the questions, E:rhaps this questicon
has already been a;sked. I would like to ask whather you would conllnue the
negotiation either here at Avernue Kleber or in orivate 1f the apreement 1s not

sipgried on October 3lst?
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A:  Just a while ago I already @ told a journalist friend:"wait and you'll see

on October 3lst",

espowmeions Szl Tass, Het Parell

In your statement you talk about a triportite government and you continue
Yo say that the two South Vietnamese narties will consult. Ons of thesc parties
is eithei' the Thieu government g{ the government of concord. In general what will
be the role of the Phieu administretion after the agreement?

~AT ?
A: Could you plsase repea:tq i did nict understand.
Q: Sal Tass; Het Paroll
Fiest of all y¥you talk about a tripartite government, Then you say that the twe
South Vietnamese parties wiil consult. Wow who is the second pargy, the first
Is yow party, then is it the goveinmernt of concord or the Thieu governmeri?
ﬁnd I genera]:, what will be the rcle of the Triou povermment afiter tle signing
of the sgreemsnt?
A:  According to the agreement concluded » before the Iree general eleciions for
the establishront of legislative and executive bodies there will e;\d.st':J rarallel to
Kgagh other) two armies, two administrations and three political forces.
This is why when we spoke of a three-month B2 period fellowing a cease-Tire, that
is, during this ﬁeriod the two South Vietnuzmese partles will enter into consuitations,

of SVN
I am talking about the PHG/and. the Republic of Vietnam .

Q: Iewis (NYT)

In the sgreement whiéh you eaisluded with the American government did you decide
upon the third component, the other political forees wnioch ought to represeat it )
and it not, g? whal progedure will they be chosan?

A: The agreement in question makes it elear that widle the two adrinistrations

exist,one parallel to the ctheor, that is, the FRG of RIPM and tihn government of

N 4 N wra . - . . . 1} . . .
the Republice of Vietnam, there will exiet alongside a :xfeztlanai "':'m:znc:ll
¥ s L



DRV 13
for Qgconciliation and hétional foncord with thres eqguizl components.
Q: Lewls (NYT)
That did not answer my question®
How will the third component be chosen and i1f this has not already been decided
between your povernment and the U,S.

P
A: I do not wish to go into details on this guestion but I believe that by reading

by what procedure will the cholce e madaf

the FRG's statements, the seven points, the two clarifiecd points , the September 11
statement, yocu could obtain some indication of the procedtres concerniing the third
asgEmn component. In particular the PRG's September 11 statement provided specific

indications concerning the third carponent.

Q: Randal, WP

Mr. Minlster, when the Americans spoke about the difficulties which made the
sigaature c¢f this agreement impossible an the date which had been agreed upon,

did the Americans provide# any details cn the nature of tne difficuliies or did they
simply talk about difficulties without going into detail;? In other words did ithe
Americans give you a new list of points&é?contention r not?

~Ar Just a vhile ago I enswered a Journalist friend by saying that I did not believe
' 2ok _pctual) .

in theféxistance of these difficulties encountered by the American party.

T 51111 consider these so-called difficultles as & pretext for proloneging the

necotiatlons and prolonging the war.

Q: Randal, WP

All right, I accept your thesés but did the Americans give any details on lhese
~zo~called difficulties ?

A: The furerican party contenied itselfl with saying that 1% Liad not obtained

s sk S23 00 Ja apfroval .
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Q: Sedbon, Reuters .
M, Minister, up to this moming the tripartite government was beling
discussed. This mor'n_ing ihis expression disappeared, replaced by the term
"adrinistrative structure” or e&ss 'national couneil”. Is this tle same thing?
A: Tt should be pointed out that loglc requires the formation of a tripartite
government of natlonal concord in keeping with the FRG's proposal and without
parallel existence of two adminlstirations. But rrecisely because the
TRV and tihe PRGJhaving demonstrated thelr gocdwil%)accepﬁed the forimula
of a.hgtional Couneil of a@conciliation and gﬁtional &oncmré; which T husi
mentioned.,
Q: DBehr, Newsweek
e When was the second Tormula acce;}ted, did this occur for exemple
in the past 4E hours?
Q: Durlng the course 6f the eersisvwiSammeroims PEEeprRrivesadaks privale
negotiating and discussion process.
G i Czj&glr:r, Southemnews service,Canada
Has there been agreement on the line of edmspusizztilem demarcation between

the two Jurisdictionsin Soutn Vietnam?

A: Tie agreement mentions a cease~Tire in place.

Q: Tim 01*?3.&11,, Southern News Service, Canada
Did the two mrties to the talks azreed on who occupled vhat territory?
A: These are very concrehte matters and they cannot bs declded upon

before the act goes into effect.
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Q¢ Edith Lenart (Far Eastern Econcrdc Review)
Mr. Minister, you sald hat the Americans want to prelong the negotiating

process. Do you think that it 1s becruse it will be easier for Mr. Nixon

ka.fter the clectio@ to put pressure on Presidert Thieu than to do so now
e,

to obtain the agreement of the Republic of South Vietnam cg:‘the signing
of the agreement wliich you have coneluded?

A

Ll

With regard to the election in the U.S. It should be said that it is

the Americans frho will be going to the poll_s. I am not eligible t_o, tharefora
T have no opinion on this matter. As for/;gifltli'i;;m%m really thinks 3 it is
hard for me to know thiz. ALl T know is that 2t tha present ${ime the

- American party is seekirg %o prolong the negotiations and to prolong thz var,

Q: Bousquet (QRTF-TV)

Mr, Minister, I should like to returan to the question which Mrs. Lewis asked
you concerning the choice of the men of the third compeent, the neutralisy
componens. Without going into details I would iike to Imow vhether this
choice will be made by Saigon or the PRG or by the four de-legaﬁ ons to the
Paris confererice?

€ A Verwmwviov PEr e TR R e e
The PRG's September 11 statement made it clear that caacerning the ormation

of a tripartite provisional wovernment of national concord, the PRG will neane
the members of the first component, f\Republic of Vieinam will name the nmembers
of the 2nd component , and the PRG and the Rerublie of Vietnam —w that 1s
Saigon -~ will enter Into comsultation te name the mbmbers of the third
component. Now I believe thzt this prineiple will be applied also for the

. . a ¥ s . s 1 _ .
esteblishment of the Neticnal Council ¢f feconci 2istion and Moticnal Loneord.
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Q: Flora Lewis (NvD)
Did the Americans accept this? _
A: Ve believe that the MRC's proposal is desipgned to ok bangfish
hatred and achieve nafional ccncord in South Vietnam. But Mr. Thileu on
the cther hand, in his last speech, on the 2ith, ;}::;:dhimself to be
hostile tco ‘the third component.
Q: Sal Tass, Het Perocl

What is the difference beitween this administratien end a nrovisicnal

governner ? 1

(7]
A: The difference swmvsins in the folluwing: 1f a provisicnal government

1% he.
of national concord existed, there would waaxs parallel existence of two
adninistrations in SVA. On the other hand,if a Es.{ational fomneil or
Qeccneiliaticn zna Bhtional floncord exists there will ba the parallel

exlistence of the two adminis trationse.

Thank you for your attention.

prpsrsr L D T LT





