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Good Afterncon, Iriends. You ‘nove Just attended a press conference
given by dinister Xu=n Thuy. I have nc statement tc make, but
will answer your questions if ycu have any.
Q+ Creary (Scuttern Fews Service of Cen;da)

What proporticn of South Viet-Kam is rgeverned by the
Frovisicnal Revelutionary Goverrment?
A

There have been grest chenzes in Scuth Vist-Mem during

the past six months. The zones which were already licerated hav:
been extended, while new liberatec zcnes were established. The

Peoplets Liber~tion Armed Forces and the Reveluticnery Administration

are present thrcuchout Secuth Viet-Nam @B ireciuvding in the

regicns surrounding the lsrge cities like 3aigzne In a2 situation
yet

where the fivhting is still zeiny on, we are rct/in a pesition te

give you a concrete flgure cn the preperticn ccecupied by iitersted

Z0NES,

Q+ Creery (Scuth’ News Service ¢f Candda)

Do you have any idea of what percentage of the pcpulation

-
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~is under the Provisional Revoluticnary:Government?

A
I could use the same image to reply to your question
concerning the proportiCh cf the pcpulsticn living in one =one cr
twoe millicen
the cthere But T can tell you that wSSENEmES of cur compatricts
wm have been liberated during the past siz menths.--excuse me,
two and a half millicn. Mr. Npuyen Van Thieu has Just «Smmessis
NETEREE {ssued a decree that any person in possessien of a
PRG flag will be subject to the death penalty. I de nct know what
penalty Npuyen 7azn Thieu is reserving for the pecple in the
United States whe are 1n possessicn of Naticenal Liberaticn Front
flags--and there are many cf them. And what would he do te¢ these
who have the Nationzl Liberatien Front flag imprinted deep in their
hearts?
Q. Llewis (New Ycrk Times)
Heow far

EYPOMGIEERIIEEID 311 the lower-level "Reccnciliation Ocuncils®
be extended? As far dcwn as the village and hamlet level?
A;.

I can tell you simply thst the "Councils of Reccreiliaticn

and National Concord' will be set up cn different levels. The concrete

r



medalities will be determined by the South Vietnamese parties.
R. Sullivan (Baltimore Sun)
Minister Xuan.Thuy jﬁst told us that the questicn of the relea:e
of ciﬁilian prisoners would be deferred to a future date. What
Ao ;

makes ycu thinl;l that it will be pcssible @ for the FRG to reach
an agreement with the Thieu geverrment en this issue¢d Whet makes
ycu think that all the PRG priscners will not stay in Saison jaills
indefinitely?
A

As you surely know, cur pesiticn on this guesticn is
" simple. As £ar as we are concerngd, after the end of the
war, all captured militsry perscnnel and civilians shculd be
released as quickly 2s peossible. 3ut the Amerie=n party did not
éccept this clear and humzne reoint of view. But to demcnstrate
cur goodwill, our will to rerch agreement, we made appropriate
concessicns on this peint. %We know conly too wekl that at the rresent

attempts are beinr made cn the

time sivannwiswewscasorsaepiern 1ives ¢f those patriots held in the
priscns.of the 3aizen Administreoticn. myreehwmesswscsex Like the

enttpe Scuth Victnamese pepulaticn, the entire Vietnsmese peprle,

and all pe-ce-lecvirng pecrle in the world, we will struscle until
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all these persons are released.
Q. 8al Tas (Het Parool)

Mr. Xuan Thuy syckt of ccnsultations betweenthe twe

) (Remairider of question unclear cn tape;
South Vietnamese parties. ; i " Bt e
in substance asked what would happen if two Scuth Vietnamese parties

» L i i et

did not reach agreement,)

.A.

As far as we are concerned, we have «i® gcodwill, are
motifgéted by a spirit of naticnal concecrd, and we want to resch
agreement with the cther @ porty in the ivterests cof vesce and
in keeping with the legitimate interests cf the Scuth Vietnamese
populaticn. Onee an agreement has been cencluded, we will devete all

erd,
our efferts to thisy but the result will also depend on the atiitude

of the Administration of the Republic ¢f Viet-Nam.
If you have no further guesti-ns, I will see you next
Thursday.

Q. de Gunzburg (AFF)

You wmow told us that ycu had agreed te the holding of private
taiks

apebma® Detween the Americans and the North Vietnamese, but I shcula

like to know if there is ccmplete acreement on the part cf your



govefnment, the Provisicnal kevcluticnary Government of the
Republic ¢f Scuth Viei~Nam, on the terms of the agreement wiich
was finmlly re~ched. . .
A,

As you kncw, we propesed holding privete meetings with
the Ameriecans on seversl occasicns.se that we might discuss questicns
ccnecerning the end of the war and the restoraticn of peace. But up
tc now the American party has always refused this reasonaﬂpb end
lozical prepos=l. But in our desire for peace, we agreed witn the

Demceratic Republic of Viet-NKsm cn the helding of private talks

with the stens tsken byiiﬁ

T
w4

wlth: the Americen party. We sre in full agreement
Democratic fepublic of Viet-Nam at the Paris Conference in the sesrch ﬁfjl.
¢ a peaceful ssttlement of the Vieinazmese problem. 4As you kxnow the
ﬁemocratic Republic cf Viet~Nam hes engaged in private talks on the
basis of the PRG's positicn which was clsrified in its statement of

| Qs A,
Septemoer 11th, 1572 In the «roeese« 0f these private tzlks, there have
always been consultaticns bstween the Democratic Rerutlic of Viet-lian
znd the Frevisi.nal Revclutionary Government of the harublic of ocuth

Jiet-Nam. This is why we ca2n say that betwecen us and the Demecrstic

Republic of Viet-Nam there is ccmrlete unanimity on the results covtzined.
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Therefore, as far as we are cencerned, we demend that the Americen

paryy honor the agresments reached and sim this azreement @8 within

of
the period/time accerted by the Americ.n party.

Q. de Gunzburg (AFF)
the
(unclear on tape) I should like to ask abeut/sizning procedures..

that is, the 2greement is to be signed by Mr. Rogers and ifr. Nguyen

Duy Trinh. . « (Substance of query:How could PRG agree to a procedure
whereby PRG itself would not sign the agreement?)

A-
We ccnsider that in the present situsaticn this is a
logical way to proceed to put an end to tune war r=ridly and to
the sufferins of cur compatricts

restore peace. For we have nc other desire than tc end/as quickly

as pessible. As yeu certainly know, tens of bonbs are 4 W falling

¢n cur ccuntry every minute. 71hiz is why we want this war to eng--

ﬂ\.‘-

the guicker the better--onthe basis ogfprcpcsals that we have put

forwards I will see ycu next Thursday.



