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Good ·AftErnoon, Friends. You h9ve just attended a press conference 

given by i1inister Xu~n Thuy, I h2ve "0 state:nent te malee, but 

will anm·Jer your questions if yeu have any. 

Q. Cre<lry (Scutl:ern )\e\;s Ser;;i ce of C,nada) 

\-v'hat proportion of ':;OU.til Viet-Ka'1l is 'governed by the 

Frovisional RevclutionRry Goverr.mellt? 

There have been grest ch2nges jn Sout~) Viat-r~!1l during 

the past six months. The zones which were nlreedy libe!"ated hav" 

been extended, while new liberateci zene3 were established. The 

People' s Liber~ticn Amed Foroes and the Revolu.tionary Administr .•. tion 

are present throughout South Vi8t-N?Jn,'I' ••• IIiRlIlr.llllbD ir.ch:ding in the 

regions surround: n~ the large ci t:i es like Sai£cn. In a si t~l')tior. 

yet 
'Ihere the fi"hting is still goin·, en, we are net/in" position cO 

give yeu a concrete figure en the prc~crticn occupied by liber~ted 

zones;' 

Q. Cre2ry (scut~.;s Service cf Candda) 

Do you have any idea of ·.hat percenoage of the rcpul?tion 



----., 

is under the Proyj sional RevoluticnB.ry Government? 

I could use the s~e image to reply to your question 

concerning the proporticn of the pcpubticn li0..ng in one :zone or 

two !11illicn 
the other. But I can tell you that of our compotricts 

_ hev6 been liberAted during the past. sa !11onths.--excuse me, 

two and a half :nillion. :-Ir. Nguyen Van Thieu has just _._ .. _ 

••••• issued a. decree that any person in possession of a 

PRO flag will be subject to the death renalty. I do not know what 

peMlty Nr:uyen 72-n Thieu is reserving for the people in the 

United St'ltes \~ho are in possessicn of Naticn31 Liberaticn Front 

flags--and there are !11any of them. And what would he do to those 
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who have the Nationel Libc1'3tion Front fl"" imprinted deep in theJr 

hea.rts' 

Q. Lewis (lle;; YerK Urnes) 

How far 
........ will the Imfer-level "Reccnciliaticn Councils" 

be extended? As far do~~ as the village and hamlet level, 

I can tell yeu sircply that the "Councils of P.eccr.ciliati~n 

and National Concord" will be set up en different levels. The concrete 
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modalities will be determined by the South Vietn~ese parties. 

~. SulUvan (Baltimore Sun) 

Minister luan l'huy just told us that the questicn of' the relesee 

of civilian prisoners would be deferred to a future date. "/hat 

140V) 
makes you thin~ that it will be pessible ... for the PRG to reach 

an agree!1lent with the Thieu govermnent on this issue. \~hpt makes 

yeu think that all the PRG prisoners I .. ill not stay in Saigon jails 

indefi.Di tely? 

As you surely knot;, our position on this queC'tion is 

jefYs simple. As far as ue are concerned, after the er.d of the 

war, all capt.ured milit?ry personnel and civilians should be 

released as quickly 2S Fossible. But the knericon p2rty did not 

accert this cleDr and humane Foint of view. But to demcnstrate 

our goodwill, our I,ill to recoh agreement, we made appropriate 

concessions on this peint. '-ie knoo only too well th",t s.t the ,'resent 

atte"1pts ?re bein~ ~3de cn the 
timed : .2.2 tJ lives of those patriots held in the 

priscns of the Sai::;cn J-",dministrr'ticn. ______ .t Like the 

entree Scuth 'lietll'3.mese popcl?ticn, the ec,tire 'lietno"lese pepple, 

and all peoce-lovirog I'eccle in the world, we will strugr:le until 



all these [,el1sons are released. 

Q. Sal Tas (Het Parool) 

~lr. Xuan Thuy srokto of ccnsul t"tions between the t,/o 

(Remair,der of question unclear on tape; 
South Vietna'1lese parties. )' ,( - " e 
in substance asked what would happen if two South Vietnamene parties 

j , .!- -j ? 3S ill t -
did not reach agreement.) 

As far as '.e are concerned, we have ... goodwill, are 

"-
l'lotiv',ated by a spirit of national concerd, and \,e want to reach 

" 
agreement llith the ether __ party in the irterests of peEce and 

in keeping with the legHimate Iinterest.3 of the South Vietnamese 

popul~ticn. Onee an agreement has been concluded, we will devote oJl 
el!d, 

our efforts to this/ but the result will also depend on the attitude 

of the Adml nistration of the Republic cf Viet-Name 

If ~"Ou have no further questi-ns, I \·d 11 see you next 

Thursday. 

Q. de Gunzburg (AFP) 

Yeu __ told us that yeu had agreed te the holding of private 

tciJks 
Wiistjp~W bet'.een the A.'1lericans and the North Vietnanese, but I should 

like to know if there is complete a£reement on the part of ,"Our 
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5 

government, the Provisional Revol~ticnary Government of the 

Republic of Soutl~ Vie~-Nam, on the terms of the agreement which 

was finally re"ched. • • • 

As you knew, we proposed holding priv~te meetings with 

the kneric'lns on several occasiop.s. so that we might discuss questions 

ccncernin,; the end of the war and the restor'lticn of peace. 

to now the American party has a1<;9Ys refused this reason4};k snd 

lo:dcal prcPOS"l. But in Qur desire for peace, we a>;reed wi til tr.e 

De'Occr"tic Republic of Viet-N.91'l en the hclding of pri.vate talks 

the 
stens token by'lL: 

with' the Americon party. ;-Ie are in full agreenent ,.;tth 

Democratic Republic of Viet-Ham at the Poris Cenference in the seerch 1;,:''-
it! a peaceful s.:::ttlenent of the Tlietnm'l8se problem. As yeu knoyJ' the 

Democratic Rer:ublic of Viet-Na-n has engaged i.n private t'!lks on the 

basis of the PRO's positicn whj ch w~s clorified in its st"tel'ler.t of 

CI-"'./ ,:<-~ 
Septerlber 11th, 1772. In the ~rc!ii~ of these privete talks, there haye 

always been COL5ult,qt:icns bt~tween the DeMccr~tic Re::uLlic of Vie:'-l:a1'1 

and the frcvis!· nnl Revolutionary Government of the li.a:ubl' c of Scuth 

lliet-Nmll. Thj s i 3 why we c"n s~y that bet>llOen us and the Democratic 

Republic of Viet-Na~ there is cc~,lete unannnity or. the results obtained. 
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Therefore, as far as we are conc",med,,;e dem2nd thAt the American 

parjly honor the agree.'1lents reached and 6i;n this ";sreement .. '.i tl:in 

of 
the period/time accepted by the Al'1ericon party. 

Q. de Gunzbl1rg (AFf) 
the 

(unclear on tape) I should like to ask about/signing procedure ••• 

that is, the agreement is to be signed by Hr. Rogers and Hr. Nguyen 

Duy Trinh. • • (Substance of query:How could PRG agree to a procedure 

whereby PRG itself would not 5i~ the agreement?) 

A. 

\;e consider that in the present sHupticn this is a 

logic"l way to proceed to pu.t an end to tile war rori d1y and to 

the sufferinc- of cur cC:'lp~t!'icts 
restore peace. 1"or we have no other desi re than to end/as quickly 

as possible. As yeu certain) y know, tons of oo,""s are ...-, falling 

cn cur ccuntry every !'1ir..ute. 'lItis is why tv6 want this war to end--

tAl" 
the q',>icker the better--on the bosis c:)/prcr'csals that we have put 

forward. I will see yeu next Thursday. 


