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Good aftocrrnoon ladies and

In his only additionzl rewark this aftornoon

[
Amina s

Porter made tha following st mont:

" i e 2o e . I, e

Iaw surprised that vour side has chosen Lo
reveal theo contont nenotiations,
contrary o wadEyvatanding not o do g0, Veour

YOy of hno sclgnifloann Dronvons ot

had besn achievad, rnd since we oOnzides neooclicianne
outaile the AR
Tl oZavin *

vould e no Gomment on linncoito oot actioin

from us today. Thaot Wind of will oo tlne

1CEI.J£“ ton,
Tharelbova, T will TOoLD omost orod i "




Now with that wvery large provisc, I1'il try to

answer questiors,

0 David, Xuan Thuy just told us a little while

agé, that when Ambassador Porter mentioned the question
o the breach of secrecy, that h=, Xuan Thuy, said that
the United States had lmany times before done exactly the
same thing, and he even cited President Nixon's statement
in Jannary of this vear, in which the President said that
the best way to scrve peace is to make public, proposals
we acdvance@in privaie talks.

Did the Ambasryader nenly to that? Or ceon you .

A The Anbiascador made only one additional
remark. e did not reply to that.
L refer yvou o the statemenit +hat the Ambassador

mace, particularly the second
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13 suggest Lhetn

poechaps circumstances today are not the same as cirouan-

i

stances in Januvary of 1372,
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Today, by their own acccount, prograss
nade., We consider the negotiations have not ended.

In Januavry, there had beon no progrosgz, and the talls hod

in Fact Leen



Q David, Ambassador Porter finished hi
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statement with the statement, "We consider that
negotiations have not ended."
Negotiaticns between the United States and

North Viet-Nam, or negotiations between the United State
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A No, I thirk it's obviocus what he meant,

Edith,

0 It's not obvious ko us.

Q Ro, it's not obvious to ma. Would yeu
plecase explain?

A Negotiations with the ovhcr side -- Hanol .

0 Lavid, would you have any comrani on Xuan

Thuy's statenent that the two sticking points had te ao

A No, Bao, T have no covment on thal, nor

3 v, - n . [ R [
on any other ol the remarks that Noan Thuy made todav.

§ By T ) : - S eam ey vy g -+ 21 3
We haven't noad a chance o loeok at the transcript, and

",

thet also fells wrder 2vr general "no ceommeant™ policy
todav., Sorry.
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the agreemant, o2 hus hoon roefeascd

ie not the ong oo
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Oz course, or the proviso, that we feel the negotiations

haven't endzd.

Am I right in thinking that the Fublic text

T ..
tha

t you have had a chance of secing and doubtless are
awvare of +.. 18 the wrong version?

A I won't comment Jonathan, except. to say again
that Lhis is their version of what hes happaned, Qur
sicde has nol been heard from.

G Well, would you say it's a wrong version?

A Thn not going Lo cay whethes Sts right cr
wrong., Limosaying simply that it's their version.

) Well reading, chen, fror vour own statement
which says negotiations are now enced, aony That

Al Sa

that there hasn't yvot beew an agroenmsr Ly Wenld

A
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A TP "ne commecon {het, Cacrna,

0 Did vou make arvangenents co meot nevt weolks

A Yes, wo did.

g Who ..

A e other sids proposcd a rezoting and v
agredad,

0 Davia, Xuar Zhy, in his obatomant and also

13 . T P R P g de . PP R
Confevenie - in s shalbenment vt osaid the
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the Government of the U.S5., with the concurvrence cf

the Government of the Repﬁblic of Viet-Nam -~ and

in the press conference hg said that the United States
entered into bilateral talls acs representative of

South Viet-ram. Is that not the Zmerican understanding
of the situation?

A I have no com

ent on that, Plora.

+

Q Also, Xuan Thuy wmentioned two messaces

from the President of the United Statoes to the Trine

Minister of Nortl Vict-Lam. Can yonr tell us whebho

messag are going to be made avedil

A No, Docarn't tell you that.
¢ David, do you vot know what form fhe

Washington comment will taka? Kissinoos, WNigorn, who i-
8 :
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goeing to sa2v whet, wher

y:y I done  know whal form i+ w11l toko

e

¢o 1 oknow owactly when thorve rloht he scwe comment ina Unobiaoo
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advances thn» Paris Peace Talks?
A I @m in no position to address ithat kind
of question. [Laughter, ]
Q What can iou say today, David?
A Very little, as I have amnnly c‘;emc:nstra‘ie:’r,

I think, [Laughter.]

Thark vou very much.

iy

[Whercupon at 4:22 P.M. theo briefing
was bterminated.] '



