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[Theh Changkhadiki j commentary: 11 Tripartite Coalition: Formula for Chaos 11] 

[Text J It is the fashion today to th~nk that tripartite coalition governments could solve problems of nations. The latest country where a tripartite government is expected to be a major political soluti.on .is South Vietnam. History has shown that coalltlon governments had been successful only when a country was in danger of in­vasion or where nation~l unity is needed to tide the nation through war, When the <langer passes or when the war endS. the coalition inevitably breaks up and government by the party elected by the majority is reSumed. 

Those proponents of a tripartite government in South Vietnam should imagine for them­selves the troubles that would arise for the United States if the Republicans were required to set up a coalition with the Democrats and, say, the Black Panthers and other dissident groups. 

The should also think of the problems that Britain would face if the Conservatives were requi,red to share Cabinet posts with the Laborites and the Liberals. Ideologically. no such mixture is possl.ble~ The Conservatives would push for free enterprise, the Laborites would want to nationalise all industries,~~and the Liberals would have to vote with one side or the other. 

South Vietnam, under a trlpartite gcvernment. would be like a carriage pulled by three horses in three different directions. One of the horses would have to become dominant to force the other two to fall into line and drag them towards its own destination--or the carriage would be torn to pieceso 

The r.i.ghtists would want to continue free enterprise and free speech. they would contInue to prefer capitalism. they would Like close ties wtth the United States. The leftists, or the Viet Cong. would like to impose socialism as soon as possible and control the press so that it serves only ideological interests. They would like to lessen, if not sever, tJes with the United States while emphasising relations with the so<~called social ist countries. 

There is no true or valid neutralist group in South V1etnam 7 although political leaders like General Doung Van Minh or JlBig Minh Jl are considered neither pro-Thieu nor pro-Viet Congo Whoever represents the third party in the government could not be a powerful enough group to keep a proper balance or keep as much harmony as possible within the government. The tripartite goverrunent--or lItroika II, as it is described by the Soviets at the time of the Geneva Conference--was tried out in Laos without success, Prince Souvanna Phouma, considered a true neutralist, was named to head the coalition. Prince Souphanouvong, his half-brother generally known as the Red prince, represented the leftists as deputy prime minister~ The other deputy prime minister, representing the rightists, was Prince Boun Oum. 

At first the neutralists appeared to be siding with the leftists, and the rightists, not liking the trend, tried a coup. The leftists. finding they could not take over control of the government, broke away and set up a rival regime in northern Laos. Prince Souvanna Phouma kept their cabinet pOSitions vacant in the hope that they would return one day. 

Some of the neutralist forces broke off to join the leftists. Now some forces have defected to the government. 
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Tne t";_gnt:.srs :~ave t-r.led tc C!c,rr(~ratf' t,r.e P;,::1ifE'..tnll.f.>nt be,t pr.,nce S("'lvarn"" Pklc,.tma, \--,'l~n c,.tslde 51J;tCrt l~cludlng T~a'land's ccnr-nues as ir t~e tc~ ~CS~. 

The r,val~t:;cn In Lacs hasn't wc.rke.d co;,t. b'Jt· n, ;~s necessary ':0 m3i}·"ltaH) !:'"\e fiet i0P thar Lt :is a government: of natj,cral \m"ty. 

Those who fear coalit:leo!'" gO\f€'!-rrune:r:'ts lead~r~g to ·rot.al Qom.mUnlst takeo\fer, dislodg.ing them .loS a real problem, ras publlshed"! Where the corrunun;[sts nave se,'!.zed pOWE"'!:"' , nas there been ar.y suc.cessful attempt to t-vertn.r-ow them~r-except In Guatemala, w.here o:..l.tstcle forces were necessary for the overthrow to oe suc,cessf\.tl"'i' 

There has been talk ab(;ut guarantees to be made against communist takeover.. Who are to make the guarantees? Hanc;l? There is sense In what Prime Minister Pham Van Dong said in his jnterview- with NEWSWEEK, When asked why North Vietnam would not attempt to transt'orm a three-sided ~oal1t~on regime in Soutr! V1et.nam into a c.onununist govern·~ ment. the prlme ministe:r was quoted, IIWe wouldnit d0 such a foolish thing. You cannot do the impossible. We are not stup1d. We donlt want to do anything dangerous that would imperll national concord, We now want to avol.d .i.nternal divisions and a resuumption of hostj.lit1es, That is our objective. IT 

It is comforting to know that the North Vietnamese leaders are realistic, They would find it most diff1cult to impose communist rule on the southerners. who have known freedom and have tasted the I"lght to protest and demonstrate against the government. Nevertheless. it doesn't mean that Hanoi has given up its ultimate objective of unlt:ing North and South Vietnam under a oommun:ist gcvernment. Coalitions and other formulas are only t;;emporary measures ~_,o Hano:L, which belIeves in the t!histo!':ical inevjtab':..l.1.ty ll of ]ts goal. 

Then. should an international body prov],de the guarantees agajnst the communists overthrow'lng tj-'e tripartIte government from ins1de an.d taking over control of SC'lltn V,letnam? 'J.'he Uen.e'la c0nference has been notably unsuc,}eSSfUl In implementing g·J.a:rant~es provJ.ded for 1n the Geneva agreement. Tne InternatIonal Control C01runj.Ss:Lon, set up as an :instrument, cf the Geneva conference has been 8, great failure" 

Wt.11 Amer.lca·~~or snould Ameri~-.:a~'"'prov'lde tne g'JaJ'an.'t;ees? The AmerJcan elector<'l.te may not want theJr government to make any furthe_r comm:1tments :\.n S,l;J!:'heast Asia, w[l,i::;,<,! Ole cornmun1.sts would not want .Amertca J .. nvGlve-d in any way, Many Amex'i,cans .Inc.luding legislators, t.l,aV"P pUbl.l.cly stated t:r.at u,ey d.l.d t1C,t care ::.f Sovt~ V:iet.l'am~··even Southeast As.iac,,","t-:urned ~O()unlJ.n:l at" 

A tripartltE: gc.w~t'runen1:' will adt. to, :r'at.~'~r' 't,hdn subtract fr'cm, Cr,e pT'cblemF" 0'" S:."".-uth Vlet Y j;},m, 

'fhe trouble is that S0vth Vletnalnis problems wll."i.. be'JoInt" n~t· (,n~y bel' (}t.{y:. bllt, ",l:;.;c t'~;cse cf' So' . .!tr .. east AS1.a 0 Wbat happens tne.1:"€ W)1 J h8ve ;'e~c; ,'·,l.3S,lonS 0tJ Tna llar>d ard Gn~e"" c-ountries 'Ln thJs l'egi.c!'1 .• Sc. It i.s eSs8nt;!Il .. t tna! t·J.€ l-eaa€,:--':; of c' .... r- cC/\.m~,Yj,eS ge': together, discusS the s1tuaticl1, and make our cpH,ic:r.s aDd fE:'eJ.,lngs kno'wr, abouT.. a proper set.tlement of t,he Vletnam \.Iar" a settleme.nt. whj.,-,,'1 wculd permH. \JS to go a:-:,ead w,lt.h developing our economies and ,!.mprov'lng thE' lJ.v".Ylg standards fer 0(1.[' peeple, But cbjecttons tG a l;r.1.part.ite gOlferr>.ment for South Vie' nam shou..Ld not be allc·wed t,o sr,and in the way of a peace settlemept" 0 We must: end tne ,jar < 

Let the Vietnamese work out theJr owp dest:tny~ We should be :read.y to help them~~bl.lt they must dec]de their own fat·e, 
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