
Reflection on .ome term. u.ed by the Vietname.e Communi.t. 
It) /-. oz.. 

A key paragraph of the late.t commUJd.t propo.al for eliding the war ill. VN read.: "From the emorcemeat of the cea.efire to the m.tallatioll of the government formed after free &lid democratic geaeral election., the two pre.ent admhdatratiOll.. ill South VN will remam bI. end.teace with their re.pective dome.tic and exte1'Da1 
function.. The.e two admbU.tratiou shall immediately hold con.ul. tations with a view to the exerei.e of the South VietDame.e people'. right to .elf-determi_tioa, achieving aatioaal concord, euuring the democratic liberties of the South Vieblamese people, and. forming an admbU.tration of _tional coacord, which .hall have the ta.k of promoting the South Vietname.e parties' implementation of the .igned agreement. aDd organisbl.g gelleral electiou ia South Viet-Nam." 

In this paragraph, four different in.titutiona are under 
dis cu.sion! 

I. The" government" (chinh phu) formed after the election.: 

2. The two pre.ent admbl.i.tratiolls (the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam aDd the Provi.ional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nam) 

3. The admini.tration of national concord. 

The three Ia.t in.titutiou are called "administration." while the first is called "government". The .ame di.tinction is ob.erved in the Vietname.e version of the Hanoi text. The Viebsame.e term u.ed for "administration" i. "chinh quyen". Thu. there ia a difference between the iutitutioa emerging from the election, which i. called "governmeat" (chinh phu) and the three other in.titutiou which are called "admbl.i.tratioa ... (chinh quyen). The Government of the RVN, the PRG aIId the iutitutioa which will re.ult from consultation. 
between the.e two, all the.e three in.titution. are called "admbU •• tration." (chblh quyea) by the communist., the third bI..titution beiag called &II. "admill.istratioa of _tiona! coacord" (chinh quyea hoa hop dan toc). 

Thus, in the .pirit of the H&II.oi .tatemeat, the National Council of Natioaal RecolI.Ciliation and COJICord, which incidentally. Hanoi referred to as an admini.trative .tructure, is called an 
"admini.tration" (chblh quyen) in the .ame way the governm811.t of the Republic of Viet.Nam i. called or referred to in the Hanoi .tatement. 
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The commuDiata cIo make eit.tinctiOIl betweell "govermnellt" 
(chiDh phu) &lid "acinUII.1ab'atioll" (chillh quyell), but while the meaDillg 
of "chiIlh phu" (gove rIlmellt) ie eaay to defille, that of "chiIlh quyell" 
ie more diHicult to determille. The EllgUah expreaaioll "admillia­
tratioll" ie Ilot IUl ezad equivaleat of the Vietllameae expreaaioll 
"chiDh quyell.". Brok_ doWll, thia abo-netll.ameae expreaaioll auggeata 
the idea of political bu.iIle .. (chillh) &lid power (quyell), the characte­
rietic of a body poUtic boldillg power ill a coUlltry. The NLFSVN 
waa deacribed iDo a VC pamplet aa holdlllg the reapouibility of a 
revolutiollary "chiDh '1uyea" at the time whell. a "chiDh phu" (goverll­
meat) haa BOt yet emerced. A paragraph of a VC trailling book 
titled "Four Revolutioll.&ry Policiell of South Viet-Nam" publiahed ill 
1967 readll aa followa: 

"111. the collditioll whell a II.&tional. democratic govermnell.t 
(chiIlh phu) of people'. _on haa not yet emerged, the NLFSVN not 
only .. aumell the reapouibility of rallyiag &lid muillg appeal to all 
revolutionary &lid patriotic forcell of the people but alao takea charge 
of the work of a revohltiOll&ry admilliatration (chiDh quyen cach mug) 
ill all iIlterll&l IUld ext.rIl&l matters." 

In brief, before, the formation of a goverllmeat (cbiDh phu), the 
NLFSVN played the role of u admW.tratloa (chinh quyen). But 
the problem ie more complicated thu it appears. "'bile the 
communillts have aet up a govermneat ill the South called the Pron­
aloll.&l Revolutioll.&ry Governmeat of the Republic of South Viet-Nam, 
the Hanoi atatemeat refers to it as u admWab'ation when it aays" ••• 
the two preaent acinUII.1.trationa in South Viet-Nam will remaill in 
exiatence with their respective domestic &lid exterll&l functionll." 

Aa for the institution which will reault from the couultationll 
between the "two preaeat admiDilltratiou". it ia called the "admillia­
tration of II.&tional coacord" (aee the paragraph of the Huoi atatem_t 
quoted at the begillillg of thia paper). Elaewhere in the Hanoi 
atatement, thia in.titution ia called "all admiDiatrative structure". 
Poillt " of Hanoi'a 9-poiat propoaal lltipulatea:" ••• It ie necessary 
to realiae II.&tional reconciliation uei II.&tioaal concord, inaure the 
people' a rights to freedom &lid democracy &lid orgaDiae all 

acinUII.1atratlve atructure uIlder the name of the Council of National 
Reconciliation &lid Coacord conaieting of three equal aegmentll to 
aupervise and urge the PRGRSV &lid the RVN Govermn_t to carry 
out the aiped agreem_ts uei orgaDiae geaeral elections." 
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The Vietnam.se for "admbtbtrattye structure" is, in Hanoi's 
own language, "co' cau chiDh quyen". This phrase is composed of 
two components" "co cau." &D.d "chiDh quy.n... The firet componeD.t 
"co cau" me_e a created org_ &D.d ie therefore acceptably called 
a "structur." in Englieh, but the secoJllll compollent "chiDh quy.a" 
ie more difficult to reader in Englieh as discueeed above. 

While the Englieh phraee "adminietratiye etructure" coaveye 
+ the idea of _ iD8titutio~ which concerae lteelf with adminietrative 

bueineee, the Vietaame •• phraee "co Call chiDh quyea" coaveye the 
idea of a body havlag both political aad admini.trative power. A 
more accurate r.aditioa of the English phra.e "admini.trative 
structure" would be "co ~u haDh chaDh". How.ver, there is no 
exact Eagliah equivalent for the Vietnam •• e phraee "co cau chiDh 
quyen" • 

An examination of both EngUsh &D.d Vietname.e versio~ of 
Point" of Hanoi'e C)-poiJlt propoeal ehowe that there may be~any 
more linguietic probleme. probleme which will not be solved uatil 
Vietnamese i. natioaally et&D.dardized &D.d uaiversally recognized ae 
a diplomatic l_guage. A few exampl.e: 

- Political factioa: Xu Huong chlDh tri (The US will not make 
_y pledge with any political faction ••• ) The Vietnameee phrase 
meaae, more accurately. political tend.aey, which is a more abetract 
notion than the Eaglieh phraee. 

- Superviee &D.d urge: Don doc (... the Couaell of Natioaal 
Recoaciliation and COllcord consieting of three equal eegmeats to 

.( euperviee &ad urge the PRGSVNand the RVN Government ••• ). The 
Vietnameee phraee "Doa doc:"--does not eo.vay the explicit idea of 
supervieing &ad urgiag. It describes the action of proddiag for the 
purpoee of acceleratiag the work being done, and is usually applied 
to the action of a superior authority over the work of a subordblate 
echelon. Therefore, the idea of supenielon is at beet implied only 
ill lbe Vletaamese phraee. 

- Demobilise: Phuc vlen ( ••• to a.mobilise the men in excess 
of the reduced numerical etrength.) The Vietnameee phraee "Phuc 
vlen" is a new term currently used by the communiete, especially 
in North Viet-Nam, and is not uadereload by the large majority of 
the Viemameee in the South. The traditioD&1 term widely understood 
by Vietnameee of both zones is "Olai ap". 
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