
IV, NOR T H VIETNAM 

DRV GOVErlll~:f:/lJ ISSUES STATEMENT' ON VIETNAM NEGOTIATIONS 

Hanni VNA 1ntf'['natj0tKll Sprvice tn Engli.sh 081.1 GMT 26 Oct 72 B 

rThi S sta r, pmC'nt was ri,rst moni,tm'ed 
CI~30 GMT on 26 October; it was also 
at 05'.15 GMT on 26 October. J 

on Hanoi l s Domestic Sl"rv:l<"e tn Vietnamese at 
repeated on VNA's Inte:rnat1onal French scrvir:-e 

[Text J J,vno) VNA October 26r,·-Followlng 1.s the full text of the statement .issued 
here tod.Jy by the CovcrnmC'nt of the Democratic RepublJ.c of Vietnam on the prl~sent 

state of the> n!Jgotlatj,ons relating to the Vietnam problem: 

Follo'W1.11.t, y (':1 rr, of a glorious resistance war of our armed forces and people in 
both zonl';;. tho TJnltc'd ;HJlt(lti had to r.top in oct.obor l~B tho bomhnI'(hflNIt,,, i1r;:l tnnt 
tJHl ])oJn(j{'c".d j(~ fl~puhll,e of VJoLrmm ancI ftCcopt t.hn ho.1d,tllp' of 11 ffllll'-pal'Ly {!fI/lt'nr'_ 

onCt~ on Vlt'LIa;lrn In P,IJ'J3. 'J'hal nltuation opened up pt'o:'p(!cLr! for 1'1!~Jt()rlllg pl',lee 

1.n Vietnam, 

The Nixon administration chose, however, to embark on the path of "Vietnamization 
of the war ll

, and negot1ation from a position of strength. As a result, the U.S. 

war of aggreSSion in Vietnam dragged on, was intensified and expanded, and the 
Vietnam peace negot1a tion could not make arw progress. 

Over the past four years, the valiant and undaunted Vietnamese people have stepped 
up their just struggle on the military, po'litical and diplomati~ fronts, and have 
recorded unprecedented victories, especially since spring 1972, thus inflicting 
a very important setback on the IIVletnamlzation" policy, 

At the same time, the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam has constantly 
shown its serious attitude and goodwill in the search for a peaceful solution to 
the Vietnam problem on a basis guaranteeing the Vietnamese people's fundamental 
national rights and the South Vietnamese people1s right to self .. determination. 

In full agreement with the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of 
South Vietnam, the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam has held 
private meetings wi.th the U.S. Government with a view to a peaceful settlement of 
the Vietnam problem. But till September 1972, the negotiations on the Vietnam 
problem had remained without result. 

With a view to making the negotiations progress, at the private meeting on 
October 8, 1972, the DRV side took a new, extremely important initiatiVe: It 
put forward a draft "agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam," 
and proposed that the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, with the 
ConCurrence of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South 
Vtetnam, and the Government of the United States of America, with the concurrence 
of the Government of the Republic of Vietnam, immediately agreed upon and signed 
[a3 received J 1,hi:;; agrc.mont to rapidlY restore peace in Vietnam. In that draft 
.1f',rCI~mcnt, \.Ill' DHV :">1110. pl'oponcd a cosGation of the war throUF;hout Vietnam, a 

ce.1:;I'-fh'o ill :;()uth Vl"LIl:tlll, an I!nd to all U,S. military involvement in Vll~tnam. 
a tota] \slLlidj',uJ:! 1 1'1'0)[1 ;'outh Vietnam of troops of the United stater; and ttlOGU 
of' the fOl'l'Jgn c..!ountrle:; allied with the United states and with the Republic of 
Vietnam, and the return of nIl captured and detained personnel of the parties. 
From the enforcl~ment. of the cease-fire to the installation of the government formed 
aft(;r free aml dOJr1()cJ';ltic f,on~rnl oloctions, the two pl~e::;pnt a(lmllll:',t:J',ll..Inn:, i), 

::fJuth Vlld .. fi;1/1! wI II ",lIn;\ In In ux,luLt-noo wtth thoJJ' 1'IHIPIJ{)tlvf~ <1('lnl' ,L Ifl ,111,1 tj,'i.l.<n·l).~ L 

I'IHlct1onli, 
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lV. ,:..6 (J,' '2 K 2 ~O:.fT.t1 V]ET~Ji"" 

T·'(--3P tW'~) a;:Hun.lst.ra1-:jon::;; 5i,',a11 inlmectl.at.ely hold cOm3"lltattotls I.d,th a 'jllE'W' T.,) '!,!,:;, 

pxC'rC.l.se of ttle South Vietnam-ese peo'ple~s rJp.,ht to se1f"dt'!'JE'rjll-lnatlon, aCh'e'IJ~, 

):;at1onal cvpco('d, epsi.lJ':i.ng the dem)cratic lJ.'oerties of tbe So uti'. V.1etname5e r'~I)r:-le, 

ar,Q forn~-ILg an adn:,h',btrat.ton of natlonal concord which 511.a11 have tne ta::-Ii 0' 

pro;rlOt~ng 'tne Soutn Vietnam.ese parties' implementation of tile signed agreelT'e~':s ar.Q 

a r'g3nizH'.g general electtons in' South Vietnam. The two South Vietnamese par\.. ies 

shall settl~ together the Internal matters of South Vietnam w1.thln three mol',ths after 

the ceasp .. fire comes into effect. Thus the Vietnam problem will b~ settled jj two 

st3~es in 3ccordance with the oft-expressed desire of the American side: The first 

:,t.l~(> w.ll1 1rl~lud(' 11 cessation of the war i.n Vietnam. a cease-fire in South Vletnam, 

I r'·'nr;:li.j"JI (lr t,h'" U.S. m11lt;)ry involvemC'nt in South Vletn;).m nnd ::Ill a.p,rep.r"!('r.t on 

il,· jll'II1"lp1";1 rnl' til" ")("1'1'1:1" of Ihr. Sout.h Vj.·l,namf'3f' prop.!r,Ir. I'ip;ht to ~"If­

d.I"t'IlIII1II.I'<lI, 1111.11" :1"!'(lrHI :ddlv"', t.1i" lw" .'Jnllth VI "t.lI:llnt-H" 11,11'\'1"11 wIll 1:,'I.t.11' 

"'l.hf'I' 1.11" IlIlf'I'ndl m.ltl.l)r'[j of South VJt!lnam. 'j'b(~ BIIV llidp P"(lINl!I"d th,1 t til" 

j),':l'''''''_llJ(: H"publ1c of Vietnam n!1d t'..~Uni~~d stat{'s s1,gn_ lhlr; af(l'(!eml~nL t)y mlrl-October 

Vn;). 

Tht? abov(' initiatlve of the Governm.ent of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam brought 

tl1e negotlations on the Vietnam problem, which had dragged on for four years now. 

onto tr,'--' :,~I'[h to a settlement. The American side itself admitted that the draft 

!lagree)T,r.~,,- on ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam" put forward by the DRV 

Side was ll)decd an important and very fundamental document which opened up the way 

to an ear'l,v settlement. 

After se',rcr.J L days of negotiations, on october l7~ 1972, the Democratic Republic of 

Vietnam and ti',e Upited states reached agreement on alIrost all problems on the basis 

of the dr3f't. i:lJ~['eE';n,ent of the DeJnocratic Republic of Vietnam p except for only two 

unagreed lSSUt',s. With its goodwill, the DRV side did its utmost to remove the last 

obstac:Les itl ::tCc(Tt,i.ng the AJTlerican side's proposals on the two remaining questions 

in the agref':nent. Iii his october lO~ 1972 message to the premier of' the DerrlOcratic 

Republlc of VietnafTlp tIle President of the United states appreciated the goodwill of 

the DenJocrat1.c Bepubl.l,c of V1.etnam~ and confirmed that the forwulation of the 

agreemJmt could be co!)&idered complete. But in the same message, he ra1.sed a number 

of cOlJlplex point::;. Desirous of rapidly ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam. 

the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam clearly explained its views on 

this subject. In his October 22. 1972 message~ the President of the United states 

expressed satisfaction with the explanations given by the Government of the Democratic 

Republic of Vietnam. Thus by October 22. 1972, the formulation of the agreement was 

complete. The main issues of the agreement which have been agreed upon may be 

Slli~rized as follows: 

1) Tne United States respects the independence. sovereignty, unity and territorial 

integrlt:t of Y,le,tnam as recognized by the 1954 Geneva agreements. 

,') 'I'w'nl.y, four hours :lftcr the s1.gning of the agreement, a cease-fj re Shall be 

n]): .. PI'\i"d tJIJ'''lJp,;JlOut South Vir,~tn<lm. 'l'he United states will stop 311 j ts mil ttary 

,(r:1.lvJLi";,. and "nil lhf' homh.lnp; and mining in N()ril! Vl('t.n:!lli. WIt.hln 60 d;I,V::, tll'~rc 

w111 b' ;j t.{Jtal wi t.bdl';lwal from SouttJ Vletn;lnt I)f troop:; :Jr',d tTl.! 1 i Ln'], P"":,,,,;',"1 or th(' 

Urdtt-"d states and those of the foreign, countries aJlled wit.h the !ji'llted gt.,Jte::; and 

wjth t.tl" Rropublic of Vjetnam.. The two South Vietn-3lJ1f"se parties shall pot accept 

1.1," Ir,' )',,,j,j('t.\on fir t.J·onp;1. mili'r-.lry 3dv,lserg and ml1iLl!',V pC'T·snruJ('i. "nr,l!T)(,I.t.'l. 

"'_,,111. ,j ,II", ~I·I!' IIl.ll.r·"l,\1 Ild.lI :lout.1 VI"l.rt,llI~. 'l'1l1' I.w" ,'1"11111 VI!'Lll,\l1l<':,f' l'II'!.lf';' 

;,I,.ll! I'" 1,")11,11.1.',,11,,1 /lId"! fl"/'lotil",ll 1''''Jd,I~'''JtI'''I1I'-i "I' .1!-O'_"I"ltI:,., 1"1111111,'1_ .ttld \,J,II' 

/ll"tl'('1.,1 1,".11 hay!' !Jt+IJ wol'r. out Of' dam,lged .1ft.PI' tliC~ !'~',I:P! i'll"'. "" I.tlr' t',I"I,,, Ill' 

T)]"r;,-, I.d' JJ,lece of' :;Jrrdlar characterlst1.cs and Pl'OPf'JI._l' .... Tn.;' tlrtltt!(l St.tt,'!> wUl 

r'O,t (;") r I j,,,r,o 1 t5 mi] JI,ary jnvolvernent or 1.ntervene in tbc .in tcrnJ.l a 1'1'..1 j t';, ~) f 

Sa1lGf, V 1 (' [')'drr'~ 
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;j ',;:,(2 retu;,,\ (If ~dl captured arid dct-atned personnel of the part-Ies shall b~ carrit!d 

("t .. l ,slnr-ilt3.ne.('L'sJy wi1h the U.S. tr()('lps withdrawal. 

4) 1lLe prlllc IpJes fur the exercise of the snuth vietnamese people's right to self­

detcrl7linati0n ;:;.rp. as follows; 'Ihe South VIetnamese people shall decide themselves 

e(le pulltlca] future of SDut.h Vietnam thrclUgh genuinely free and democratit:;,generaJ 

c1ect.illi1S unjer J!Hernattonal 5uperv.1Z . .1Qn~ the united states 15 n(.t commItted to ,gny 

r~011t lea] teni<':!ncy vI' to any personal1ty in south Vietnam, and it does nut se"!k to 

1r;lp'-'3e apr·:, hnlerican regime In Saigun; national reconciliation and concord wilJ br> 

;,:tllf'ved; th(3 (l~m(\(!ratic liberties of the people ensured; an administrative structur~ 

::-:11 jed t'le N;.l!;l.·':!;-~l Council of National ReconciliatIon and COncord of three equal seg­

:--,'~nt,S "'1 I J j t),· ~,·~t up t" pr"nl-te the implementation of the slgnf!d agreements by th~ 

~'r"-";"'l('n;:i] P·"Jr.1U!lun::lry G1vernment of the Republic of South Vietnam 'ind the Llovf'rn­

IW';; .)( the PJ':l,:bJ lC of Vletnam and to organize the general elect1ons. the two .south 

VI(·tn:ltn"::;~ )I'll" \r:, wlll c('n5ult about the- fOrmation of counc.ils at lower levels; the 

«1j(",Ll"11 'If VI"ln.ltnP!H' ;11'nH>,l forces mgOlJt..h V1.etn~m shall bl'!! settJpd by the two :',outh 

\""1,1,,111"':" 1',11 1 1'" In:l ~;pll'lt of n;ltlnn:.l r~"oncllt~t,1on and r."nr:fJr'rl, .... qu:ll1\;V :lnrl 

""II,,,! I"':'J"" t.1.11,,,ql. r""(>'iJ,11 lf1t'n·f'''I·",l(~''. In :tr,,:orflall"'" wllh Lt." ,,"r:1. (.J:!T' !'.I',I):I-

LI"JL, dlll"JII~ !t., '1'1":\1.10)11:. !," ,)<' d\t;r',IIlHH'f! hy ttl,. t.Wf) :;oul.h V!,·IfI,t!(1,·tll· !I.It·1.I,·r. '11'" 

:;\.I'p:. l(' r'~dlV:f' t.Jl'~ m1Jltar'y number on bflth sides and to d"rnlJhl 1 l'/'p ttl" Lr(}opo hf'lrly' 

reduced; trle tw(' South Vietnamese parties shall sign an agreement ('n the int~rn~1 

ffi8tters of SOuth Vietnam as soon as possible and will do their utmost to accomplish 

this within three months after the cease-fire comes into effect, 

5) Th~ reunification of Vietnam shall be carried out step by step thrOUgh peaceful 

means. 

6) There will be formed a fOur-party jOint military commission, and a jOint military 

commission Of the two south Vietnamese parties. 

An international cOmmission of control and supervision shall be establiShed. 

An international guarantee cOnference on Vietnam will be convened within 30 days of 

the signing of this agreement. 

7) 7he Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the PrOvisional Revolutionary 

Government of the Republic of South Vietnam, the Government of the United States Of 

America, and the Government of the Republic of Vietnam shall strl~tly respect the 

Cambodian and Lao peoples' fundamental national rights as recognized by the 1954 G~neva 

~grecments on Indochina and the 1962 Geneva agreements on laOs. i.e., the independence, 

sovereignty, unity and terrltorial integrity of these countries. They shaJl respect 

the r.eutrallty uf Cambodia and Laos. The Government Of the DemocratiC Republic of 

Vietr,am, the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vletn:3.m, 

the Government of the Unite" states of America and the Government of the Republic of 

Vielr.am undertake to refrain from using the territory of Cambodia and the territory 

Of !.::10$ to etlc;,"(,ach C·n tne so'v' ;'eIgnty and security of ether countries. Foreign 

The internaJ affairs ()f Cambodia and Laos shall be settled by th":' p"ople of f>ach Of 

these cOuntr .• cs wi t}"-.out foreIgn interference. 

'lbe J.,r"bJ ern::; ex IS Un):!, b('twef!n the three IndochInese cO,;ntr 1 es srl~tl J be s~t 1.1 eoi by the 

11/IO(hJflt.:;t' par1.jes ()oj tt,e basJs of respect for each otter's l:lf!'~p,..nden(;e, soven~ll2:nty. 

:111·i lerrit(,rio.l Jntegr;ty. and nc'n"lnterference i.n each otheris l>"ILern;d affairs. 

f 
t 

r 
f 

I 
t 

I 
i 
I 
I 
i 

I , 

I 
J 

! 

I 



I. v. ,.(; o· . 

.' ~.l T11~~ 1..' nj . 'I" ,_1 C r,lw war, t·b~ T"~S t, Ora tion of v~acC! J n Viet.n.:J '(I wJ J 1 f',r~i1 te ,_~o.'jt,L'"'. iOn' 

ro~' ('sta[~': I "'i'1::r a new, ~qU<o1.J, and rnutually l':'en.?flcial rEl1Cl_t.tonsJ:..i.r.' lJetwefOll .,(1<; 

DClOocratjr. Jl";;"..:.b]lc of V.i.r:>tnam. and the United States. Th'.~ l.-rnit:~d St:.2',t~s w~~D. c,)--,~,Z'jhutr 

t.') healing tlie w~)unds of war a1ld to post-war reconstructton j.n tIe Democrat.ic R~;'-'J.t-1.ic 

of Vi.etnam and throughout Indochina. 

9) This agreemf'nt shall corne into force as of its signing. It will be strictly 
implemented by all the parties concerne-d.· 

The two part.Les have also agreed on a schedule for the signing of the agreement. On 
October 9. 1972, at the proposal of the U.S. side, it was agreed that on October 18, 
1972. the United States would stop the bombing and mining in NOrth Vietnam; On 
October 19, 1972. the two parties would initial the text of the agreement in Hanoi; 
~ 11 O('1.oh('l' ;,(). 19'{2 th£' for(~1p,n m,1nisters of the two countrien would formally :o;1p;n the 
a""""lll.-'I)!. III 1';1,,111. 

0,1 (!<:t.tJ\H'I· II. 1')'(.', Llll' 1J.:.l. !lillIl PI'opO:ltld UU~ followLIlv, etlarlJl,o tu t.ln: ::du'fJu\,': Oil 

UcLul"'I' l.'l. 1~J'(;. Un: UIIJ.t.ed SLal.cu wou.1d stop the bomblu~ and IfIlnlnJ.!: 1n Nort.h 

VIetllam; 0(! Oct..o.JiJer 22. 1912. t.he two parties would initIal the text of t.he agl'ecment 
1n Hanoi; on OcLober 30, 1972, the foreign ministers of the two cOuntries would 
formally sign the agreement in Paris. The Democratic Republic of Vietnam agreed to the 
new U.S, schedule. 

On October 20. 1972, under the pretext that there still remained a number of unagreed 
points, the U.S. side again put forth another schedule: On October 23. 1972. the 
United S-tatcs ... rould stop the bombing and mining 1n North Vietnam; on October 24, 1972, 
the two parties would initial the text of the agreement in Hanoi; On October 31. 1972, 
the foreign rnIn.lsters of the two countries would formally sign the agreement in Faris. 
Despite the fact that the U.S. side had changed many times what had been agreed upon, 
the DRV sjde with its gOOdwill again agreed to the U.S. proposal while stressing that 
the U.S. side should not under any pretext change the agreed schedule. 

TI1US, by October 22. 1972, the DRV side and the U.S. side had agreed both on the full 
text of the lIagreement on ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam ll and on a 
schedule to be observed for the formal signing of the agreement on October 31, 1972. 
Obviously. t~e two sides had agreed upon an agr~ement of extremely important 
sign:lficance, which meets the wishes of the peoples in Vietnam. the United States and 
the world. 

But on October 23. 1972, contrary to its pledges, the U.S. side again referred to 
d.lfficulties in Saigon, demanded that the negotiations be continued for resolving new 
problems, and did not say anything about the implementation of its commitments under 
the agreed schedule. This bphaviour of the U.S. side has brought about a very 
sf'rlOus si.t.1Jat.1J>n which risks to jeopardize the signing of the lIagreement on ending 
the war and restoring peace in Vietnam. II 

The so-ca1J('d difficulties in Salgon represent a mere pretext to delay the iJTlplementa­
t.ion of tlv UoS. commi,trnents, because Jt 15 public knowledge that the Saigon 
arJ.mJ n15tr~1 : "'n h-iS b('(->n riggPfj up and fostered by th~ lfn1.ted States. WIt.h <:t !r'f'rrenary 
aN'ly equippr'(j "t1rj pa1d by t.he United States, this adroInlst.rat.ion j,s a tool for 
carrvlng out t,),,-! "Vletnamlzat,ion" pol,icy and the neocolonJaljst; p011cy of th~ UnJt;ed 
St,at·('s in yj()l<1t~.1on of thr. South Vietnamese people's national ri.ght-.s. It i.s an 
instrument, for the Un.it-ed States to sabotage all peat::eful sett.leroC!nt of the Vit:'t.nam 
j:lroblflln. 
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