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ARMOLD R. ISAACS, BALTIMORE SUN: l?AW(7 ~ 
HONG KONG -- NORTH V IET~AM DECLARED YESTERDAY THE UNITED 

STATES "CONTRAVENED" THE PAR IS PEACE AGREEW,ENT BY FAIL ING TO 

WORI( OUT ARRANGEr!ENTS WITH THE COMMUNIST SIDE BEFORE SENDING 

OUT SEARCH TEAMS TO LOOK FOR THE REMAINS OF MISSING-I~-ACTION 

AMERICAN SERVICEMEN. 

IN A STATEME~T RELEASED IN HANOI AND DISTRIBUTED BY THE 

OFFICI~,L NEI"S AGENCY, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FOREIG~! MINiSTRY 

SAID IT "REJECTS THE DISTORTING AND SLANDEROUS CONTENTIONS OF 

THE UNITED STATES AND THE SAIGON ADMINISTRAT 10NPZ ABOUT THE 

INCIDENT SATURDAY IN WHICH A~; UNARMED MI.ERICAN OFFICER AND A 

SOUTH V IETNAMESE PILOT WERE KILLED AT A SEARCH SITE. 
HOV'EVER, THE STATEiAENT DID NOT D IRECTL Y DENY THAT 

COMMUNIST TROOPS HAD ORR lED OUT THE ATTACK, WHICH AMER ICAN 

OFFICIALS DESCRIBED ~,S AN AMBUSH. 

THE t\OHH VIETNAMESE SAID THH U~iDER THE PARIS ~,GREEMENT, 

BEFORE I>.r-:,y SORCHES ARE CARR lED OUT "THE TWO SOUTH V I EHW"ESE 

PARTIES 'IfilL TOGETHER DETERMINE WHICH ZONE OF CONTROL" A SITE 

IS LOCATED I~' " ••• AND ACCORD I NGL Y THE UtdTEO STATES \:~ ILL 

KNOW FRO'vi '!{HICH SIDE IT SHOULD REQUEST ASSISTANCE IN THE SEARCH." 

BY FAILING TO APPROACH THE JOINT MILITARY COMMISSION FOR SUCH 

A DETERMINATION BEFORE SEt\O I~G OUT ITS SEARCM TEAM, THE 

ETATEMUT SAID, THE U.S. HAD COMMITTED AN "OBVIOUSLY ILLEGAL ACT." ••• 
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