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Ho Thong Minh, GVN Minister of Defense in 1954-55 

now the self proclaimed represenative of the third force 

in Vietnam. 

... MINH SAYS THIIT HF. RESIGNEr) AS OEF'ENSE MINISTER PJ 
PROTEST ImF:N NflO DINH DIEM DECLA!'lEf) 14i\R ON THF: SECTS. 
JOSEPH 9UTTINGER IN "IJIETMAN: A flRi\r,QN EM'lATTLED" '3I<:ARS 
M,NH OUT ON THIll CONTE~ ION, AND MAKES r.OMPLIME"lTARY 
REF'ERE"JCES TO MINH. 

• MINH" S MAIN THESIS IS THAT ALTHOUGH NORTH VIETNAM 
HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE fOR 70 TO ~0 PERCF.NT OF' THF. MILITi\.RY 
VIOLATIONS OF' THE PARIS AGRF.F.11F.NTS, PRF:SIDENT THIEU HAS 
'3EEN (lUILTY OF 721 Pf.RCF.NT OF THE POLITICAL VIOLATIONS. 
MINH CONTENDED THAT THE NORTH VIETNi\MESE ARE SENDING 
TR OOPS DOW N THE TR AIL AS A lHLIT ARY COUNTER TO THE POLITICIIL 
IMSIILANCE IN THE SOUTH. MPJH SEEMS PARTICULII!'lLY DISTUn"lED 
THAT THIF:U HAS "lOT YET PERMITTEO THE ESTA"lLISHMENT OF THE 
THIRD FOR CE. 

ill MINH ACI{NO\~LEDGED THAT THIEU \~AS "lECF.:SSARY DURING 
THF.: APRIL 197? OFFENSIVE, A"lD DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS LF:ADl'lG 
UP TO THE PAR IS AGREF.MENTll. HE PUESTIONEf) IvHETHER HF. WAll 
STILL INDISPENSIl9LE. MINH SAII'I THiH THF.: SOUTH VIETNAME~H: 
HF. HAD TALKED TO IN PARIS I"l!)JCATEn THAT THIEU I~AS LOSIN('l 
flROUND SF-CAUSE OF HIS UNWILLINGNESS TO "lROADEIl HIS REGIME. 
MINH ASKED A~OUT THE POSSIqILITI~S OF THE CREATIO~ OF THE 
THIRD FOR CEo THE R EPL Y 14S THAT THERE SEEMED LITTLr. 
CHANCE FOR SUCH A'J EVENT. TAKING THE OFFENSIVE, \~E 
ASI{ED MINH l.mF.N HE THOUGHT THE NORTH VIETNA;1ESE \~F:RF: 
GOI'IG TO I3ROADF:N THEIR GOVERtf'lF:NT. MINH ACKNOWLEDGF:D 
THAT THF: SOUTH VIETNA:1FSF: I,/OIJLD H.WE T2. SET THF: EXAI'IPLF: 

fI'; MINH ASKr.:n THIIT ON 'iIS FINAL D~Y IN THt.ILMm, 
JA'IU,dRY .', HF. qr ALLO··'E1) TO COME TO THE EM1ASSY TO 
PRF.:SF.:IlT ,. FORMIIL APPROACH Oil ~r:HM.f OF' iW: THInD 
fI)RCF.. "W TOLD HIM THAT THE M()M~'!T "J.~," NOT PROPITIOUS 
IN VIF:I~ Of '1~RrH VIETNA:1F.SF: ~~NH~ R~rrLING. HE ,dCl(NOI~L-
ETlGfD ,\HAT '.~E '4.I:RF: f1 HlHT. HE PLIINS TO LE"V[ fOR PAR IS 
t~T7J~Ir,HT, MolD HOPES TO SIT PR/I.TT SHlJRTLY AF'Tr::n HIS 


