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[Text] Man11 .. , !!arch 17 (AFP)_-Vi81ting South Vietnallese Deputy Prime Mini.ter Phan 
Quang Dan today expressed hope for an ear11 eonvening of the proposed Asian fol'Ull "if 

the peace and cooperation of the rogion is not to be betrayed." 

In an interview with the govern.ent television here, Quang Dan .a1d the forum, which 
was proposed by Philippin" President Ferd1nnnd Marcos, could be a potent source of 
A.ia'. oolleetive voice in making the region B Eone of peace. 

"NOW i. the time to convene .uob a body to bring together the Signatories of the PariS 
agreement if the peace and ooopera tien of the re«ion i8 not to be betrB18

d
." the deputy 

~rem1er stressed. 

Quang DBn said, "Peaoe iI' SQutb6a.t Asia dependS very much on a balance of power and 
respect of international agreements, •• If the balance of power is disturbed. ths 
whole region will have to go to unrest and instab11ity." 

"'l.lleref'ora, I think that the idea of the Republio of the Philippines should now be 
lIIpleaented. •• 1 t is h1gh time the t 80.... kind of f01'1llll should i ... edia tel,. be 

convened," he added. 

Questioned on the role of the united States in Southeast A.la_ the South Vietna ..... e 
leader said washington's hnnor and credibility "is deeply eOlll1litted and at stake here." 

"However, the Asian nation. have a role to pl"y," he added. "It i8 their right ... when 
the house of your neighbor burnS, it is your ooncern also~ •• much more than people ¥ho 
live .. 11es away. Therefcre. I think Asian nations could do muoh." 


