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', SUMMARY, FOREIGN MINISTER ANDERSSON SUMMONED ME TOQ
HIS HOME SUNDAY AFTERNOUN TO INFORM ME OF THE IMPRESSJONS
HE HAD GAINED FROM HIS TALKS LAST WEEK IN PARIS WITH
FRENCH FORFIGN MINISTER SAUVARGNARGUES AND FRUM

SECRETARY GENERAL ASTROM'S CONTACTS WITH PHAM BAN BA,
ANRERSSON SAID GOS IS PERSUADED THAT PRG IS "SERIOQUSLY
INTERESTEQ" IN NEGOTIATING A SETTLEMENT WITH SAIGON,

WITH THE ONLY PRECONDITION THE RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT
THEJU, HOWEVER, HE CAUTIONED THAT SHOULD THE MILITARY

SITUATION OF SAIGON DETERIORATE FURTHER, THE PRG MIGHT
LOSE INTEREST IN NEGOTIATION, ANDERSSON SPOKE OF
YNCREASING PRESSURES FROM HIS OnM SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC
PARTY FQR RECOGNITION OF PRG. HE SAID THATY HE AND
PRYME MINISTER PALME WOULD CONTINUE FQOR THE PRESENT TO
RESIST SUCH PRESSURES, SHOULD THE SAIGON GOVYERNMENT!S
POSITION WORSEN PERCEPTIBLY, THEN THE GOS WQULD FEEL
CONSTRAINED TO MOVE TOWARUS RECOGNITION OF THE PRG,. I
ASSURED THE FQREIGN MINISTER I WOULD REPORT HIS VIEKS
ON THE PRG ATTITUDE TUWARDS NEGOTIATIONS PROMPTLY TO
MY GOVERNMENT, END SUMMARY,

2, FOREIGN MINISTER SVEN ANDERSSON CALLED ME TO HIS
RESIDENCE LATE SUNDAY AFTERNOON, ANDERSSON SAID HE
WISHED TO CONVEY TO ME THE IMPRESSION GAINEQD

FROM HIS TALKS LAST WEEK IN PARIS WITH FRENCH FOREIGN
MINISTER SAUVARGNARGUES AS WELL AS THOSE OF SECRETARY
GENERAL SYERKER ASTROM WITH PHAM VAN BA, THE PRG'S
RAMBASSADOR AT LARGE" IN EUROPE, THE FOREIGN MINISTER
SATD THAYT SINCE HE LEAVES TODAY (APRIL 21) FOR TEL )
AVYIV, HE WANTED TQ PASS ON THIS INFORMATION PRIOR TD HIS
DEPARTURE .

3, ANDERSSON SAID THAY IN HIS CONVERSATION WITH
SAUYARGNARGUES AS WELL AS ASTROM'S WITH PHAM VAN BA,

THF. SWEDES HADQ TRIED TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES OF
FINDING A MEANS TO GET PEACE TALKS INITIATED BETWEEN THE
SAYGON GOVERNMENTY AND THE PRG IN ORQFR TO AVOID FURTHER
RLOONSHED IN YIETNAM, ACCORDING TO ANDERSSON,
SAUVARGNARGUES HAD COMMENTED YHAT HE HAD TRIED TO PASS

ON TO THE USG HIS (SAUVANGNARGUES!) VIEWS ON THIS TOPlC
BUT HAD TrE IMPRESISION THAT HE WAS NOT MGETTING THROUGH" .
TO HIS AMERICAN LISTENERS,




4, THE MAIN IMPRESSIQON THE G0S DERIVED FROM. ITS TALKS
IN PARIS IS THAT THE PRG 18 "SERIQUSLY INTERESTED" [N
NEGOTIATING A SETTLEMENT WITH THE SAIGDN GOVERNMENT,
THE REASONS FOR THIS, THE SWEDES BELIEVE, ARE TnO3
FIRST, THE PRG IS CGNCERNED THAT BY SEEMING YOO
INTRANSIGENT TOWARDS NEGOTIATIONS IT WOULD DAMAGE I7S
INTERNATIONAL TMAGE AND SECONDLY, AND MORE IMPORTANTLY,

THE PRG WQULD LIKE TO AvOID THE SACRIFICFE OF MEN AND
MATERIEL THAT AN ALL=ULUT ASSAULT ON SAIGON wOULD ENTAIL,
ANPDERSISUMNM EMPHRHASIZED THAT, AS OF LAST WEEK, THnE PRG
SEEMFY GFNUINELY INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATIONS; HOWEVER,
SOy THE MILITAxY PUSITLION OF THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT
PEYERIORATE RAPIDLY; THE PRG MIGHT wELL LUSE INTERFEST IN
NeGUTLATIONS,

5. 1 REPLTED THAT THE INTEREST OF THE PRGN NEGOGTIATIUNS
TS ALL WELL AND GOOD, BUT AJKED WHAT PRECUNDITIONS THE

PRG HAD SET TU BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS, POINTING QUT TnAT THe
SATGON GOVYERNMENT HAS REPEATEULY EXYPRESSED ITS WILLING=

NESS TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE UTHER SIOE WITHOUT PRE=
CONDITIONS, ANDERSSOUN ANSWERED THAT THE PRG Iu

TNSISTENT THAT PRESIOENT THEIU MUST GO AND "SQMcE OF TnE
GENERALS" AS MELL, HOWEVER, TnE FOREIGN MINISTER aDULED

THAT HE WQULD WISH TO CHECK OUT THIS POINT FURTHER

WITH ASTROM, (LATER, ANUERSSON AIDE NOTIFIED ME THAT

THFE ONLY PRECUNUITIUN OF THE PRG wAS THe REMOVAL UF

ThHIE ALONE FROM UFFICE, HE ADDED THAT IT IS, OF COURSE, NOJ
POSSIBLE TO KNOw WHAT OTHER CUNDITIONS THe PRG MIGHT PRESENT
NNCE THE NEGOTIATIONS BEGAN, [ REPLIED THAT THE USG IS FIRMLY
COMMITTED TO A POLICY OF NON=INTERFERENCK IN S0UTH

VIFTNAM!S INTERWNAL AFFAIRS, AND THAT ONLY THE SQUTH
WIFTNAMESE COULD DECIDE WHO THEIR REPRESENTATIVES AT

ANY NEGQTIATIUNS SHQULD Bt.

f. ANDERSSON SAID THAT LAST WEEX BOTH HWHE AND THE PRIME
MINISTEx HAQ MADE SPEECHES AT SOCIaAL DEMOUPATIC PARTY MEETINGS
™ LINKUOPING AND STOCKHULM, RESPECTYIVELY, AND HAD FACED CON=
SINERABLE PRESSURE FROM PARTY MgMBFRS FQR IMMED[ATE RECOGNITION
NF THe PRG, IT WAS UNLY BY STRENOUS EFFQURT THAT

THEY HAD BEEN ABLE TO WaRY OFF SUCH PRESSURES,

ANDERSSON SAIU THE PRIME MINISTER AND HE HAD USED ThHE

ARGUMENT THAT IF THE GOS WERE Ty RFCOAGNIZe THE PRG NOW,



TT wOCLD NN LUNGFR BE aple TN WORK FNKk THE INITIATIDN

OF SFLVTTATIONS TN ACCNRANANCE WiTm THE PARIS AGREEMENTS,

T ASKL? THE FUREIGN MINISTER IF He FFLT THE GUS WQULD

Ar ASLE Tu “HULD THE LINEY UN THF PRG RECUGNITION

NUF3TL0N, ANDLRSSUN REPLIED THAT FOK THE MOMENT ThE

LUS WulltD NUT REPEAT NOT MOVE TU RFCOGNIZE THe PRO, ByYT
ALGDED THAT IF THE SAIGON GOVERNMFNTS SITUATION UETERIDRATLD
NRAMAYICALLY, THEN THE SWEN[Sh GNVERMNMFNT WOULD FrEL

Npt I6eD TO KEUDGNIZE THE PRG 48 THE DEFACIO GUVERNMENT

OF SOuTH VIETNAM,

7. 1 EMPHASTZEQ THE IMPOKTANCE 0OF THe GOS

ReSISTING PRESSURES FUR PxG RECUNGNITION, PUINT OULT
THAT 1T WOULD-LEAD TO A PAROLOKGATION ULF THE WaR

RATHER T1HAN NEGOTIATYGNS, SINCE SUrCH ACTION BY THE 60S
AnD OTHER GUVERNMENTS WUULD DNLY RARNEN THE ATTITUDE

0OF THE SA[GON GOVERNMENT, I ADDED THAT WHILE THE CURRENT
MII.ITARY SITUATION QF TrHE SAIGON GNYERNMENT DOES APPEAR
RLFAK, THE FORTUNES OF WAR COULDO CHANGE AND A STALEMATE
MIGHT DEVELOP, ANDERSSON SAIO THAT THE GOS IS AwARE

0F THE USG GESIRE TQ GET NEGOTIAT]IONS UNDERWAY,

R, T TOLD ANDERSSON I WOULD NOTIFY MY GOYERNMENT
PROMPTLY OF THE GOUS VIEAWS, AND WOULD BE BACK [N TOUCKH
WITH HIM IF 1 RECEIVED ANY REACTION,

G, COMMENT: THE FACT THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER TQOK
THF UNUSUAL STEP OF SUMMOWING ME TO MIS RESIDENCE ON

A SUNDAY AFTEXNQON PERSUAUES ME THAT, DURING nIS TRIP
TO PAKIS LAST WEEK, HE MUST HAVE RECEIVED REASONABLY
CONVINCING INUICATIQNS THAT THE PRG IS WILLING TO OPEN
NEGOTIATIONS wWITH THE SAJLON GOVERNMENT, ANODERSSON

Hah INFORMEQ ME EARLIER {REFTEL), THAT THL SWEDES
APPEAR CONVINCED THAT THE PRG, IN CONTRAST WITH

HANOI, WOULC PREFER A& POLITICAL SOLUTION RATHER THAN

A MILITARY QNE, THE REPORTED RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT
THIEU THIS AFTERNOON WOULD SEEM TO ADD TO THE TIMELINESS
OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER!S INFORMATION,
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