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~URJECT% A~TIVITIES OF VIET~AMES~ AND FRENC~ GROUPS !N PAkTS RELATING TO VIET~AM 

'. SUMMARY: THERE HAS BEEN A FLURRY OF ACTIVITy AMONG V1FTNAMESE ANu FRENCH GROUPS IN PARIS OVER THE PAST TWO WEEKS RELATING TO VIETNAM. THESE MOVES HAVE TAKEN THF FuRM OF EITHER (A) HUMANITARIAN APPEALS FOR AID TO WAP vICTIM~ O~ (B) POLITICAL MANEUV~RINGS. 
~OMETIMES BUTH THEMES HAV~ BEEN COMBINED. NO CLEAR FOr.US CAN 8E SFEN IN THESE RATHER FREE-WHEELING ACTIONS, ALT~OUGH CALLS FOR FRENCH INVOLVEMENT HAV~ bE~N 
FRF~UENT. STATEMENTS BY VIETNAMESF "THIRQ FORCE" REPRES!NTATIVES HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY PRUMINENT. WE .lunGE THAT TH~ FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS STIRREO uP SOME OF THIS ACTIV1TY, INTENTIONALLY OR OTHERWISE. END 
~uMMARV. 

~. DEPT. HAS UNDOUBTEDLY SEEN PRESS REPURTS FROM PARIS ON THE FLURRV OF ACTIVITIES IN THE VIETNAMESE EXILE ~OMMUNITY HER~, AND AMONG FRENCH GROUPS, RELATING TO THE ~lTUATION IN snUTH vIETNAM. THESt ACTIVITIES HAVE TAKEN TWO ~AIN FORMS I (A) CALLS FOR HUMANITARIAN AID TO THE WAR VICTIMS AND (B) POLITIC6L MANEUVERINGS OF VARIOUS KINOS. THE T~O THEMES HAVE 
~OMETIMES COMBINED, AS WHEN FATHER NGUYEN D1NH THIOF THE "COMMUNAUT! VIETNAM IE NNE" GROUP LAUNCHED AN APPEAL ON APRIL 2 FOR AID TO THE WAR VICTIMS. T~I G~VE A GENERALLY PRO-PRG VIEW OF THE REFUGEE SITUATIUN. Hla eAL~ WAS FOR AID TO THE PRG-CONTROLLED ZONES. FIFTEEN TONS OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES COLLECTED BY-"THI '~_ASSOCIATION LEFT PARIS APRI~ g ON AN AIR FRANCE CARGO PLANE 'OR VIENTIANNE, DESTINED FOR THE,PRG AREAS OF SOUTH VIETNAM, 

.~, D~HER ACTIVITIEs·OF THE PAST 'TwO WEE~S HAVE INCLUDED THF. I'OLLOWING' 

~A' AN UNNAMED MEMBER OF ~AD DAI'S ENTO~RAGE CA GVN SOURCE HAS TOLD US THAT IT WAS HIS FRENCH MISTRESS) SAID IN LATE MARCH THAT THE EX-EMPEROR "WOULD NOT EVADE" AN APPEAL FROM HIS COUNTRy FOR MEDIATION. ~AO DAI HIMSE~F EXPRESSED HIS WILLINGNESS TO PLAY A ROLE, IF "EVERYONE AGREES", IN AN APRIL 2 INTERVIEW ~ITH AFP. THOUGH PROMINENTLY REPORTED IN THEPRfSS AT THE TIME, THESE STATEMENTS HAVE RECEIVED LITTLE PUBLIC ATTENTION SINCE THEN. 
. . ~8' THE FRENCH NATIONAL UNION OF.PARAtROOPERS ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE MARCH 31 CONDEMNING THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS AND ASKING THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT·TO AID THE WAR VICTIMS. ANOTHER FRENCH VETERANS GROUP ALSO ISSUEO AN APPEAL THE SAME DAY. " 



~C"LEAO!RS of THE GAULLI8T UOR PARTV MET APRIL 1 AT 
TH£ NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND EXPRESSEO A GENERALIZED 
CONCERN FOR THE SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, ~ITHOUT 
TAKING SIDES. SOME UOR LEAOERS REPORTEDLY SHOWEO 
-ASTONISHMENT" THAT,'THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN 
"SILENT SO LONGI! ON THE PROBLEM. SIX DAVS LATER. AFTER 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAD BEGU~'TO SHOW INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE VIETNAM PROBLEM, THE UOR LEADERSHIPISSUfD A 
STATEMENT OF SUPPORT. 

~b" TRAN OINH LAN, HEAD OF A "THIRD FORCEQ GROUP. 
\, ST A TEO IN AN 1 NTERV I EW APRIL 2 THAT "THE HOUR Dr THE 
"THU~D POLITICAL FORCE HAS ARRIVED". H!-A(;CUSED 

PR~SIDENT THI~U OF BEIN~ THE UBST~CLE TO PE~C~. AND Ht 
~El.IE~ED THAT FRANCE COWLW PLAY A ~EDIATING ROLE. 

rE' "UnNG MINH OUC, THE SON OF GFN~~AL "BIG" ~INH, 
RETURNED APRIL 3 TO PARIS AFTER VISIT~NG HIS FATHER IN 
~A'GON. tDUC RESlDES IN PARIS.) Ht LATEk UISTRIbUTED 
A ~TATEMENT ON HIS FATHERIS BEHaLF THAT PLAyED UP 
FRANCE AS A CUNTRIBUTER TU A NEGOTIATED SETTLEM~NT. 

rF' THE "ASSO~IATION FRANCE-VIETNAM OU SUO" DENOUNCED 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS IN • CO~MUNIQUE PU~LISHED 

APRIL 4, THE GROUp EXPRESSED !NnlGNA1ION A1 "TNE 
AB~ENCE "F REArTIUN IN THf ~REE ~UF~n". 

'G' A G~OuP D~ "THIRD FORCE" ~EADERS INCLuDING HO 
THnNG MINH, TKAN OINH LAN, AND NGUYEN LONb HELD A 
PRF~S CONF~KENCf IN PARIS ON APkIL g, IN ~HICH TH~V 
R~PORTEuL~ E~PRE~~ED CO~FIOENCE TriAT POLITICAL FREEDOM 
r.OIlLfl EXlST llNO'ER THE VIETNJlMESE COMMUNISTS. THEY 
CALLED FOR THIEUIS DEPARTUR~, AND THEY SAID THAT FRANCE 
WAS "THE COUNTRy eEST PLACED AMONG THE ME~B~RS OF THE 
INTtRNATIUNA~ CONFE~ENCE ON VIETNAM" TO ASSIST IN A 
SETTLEMENT UNDER THE PARIS AGREEMENT. TH~V C~AIMED 
TH4T TH~ "THI~O FORCE" HAS CO~TACTS WITH THE AMERICANS. 
'~F AkE POUCHING TO EA/VN A COPy OF A COMMUNIQUE OF 
TH~~ GR~UP LISTING THE FU~L MEMBERSHIP.) 
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COMMENTS I 

A. TH~RE IS L1TTLE DISCERNIBLE FOCUS IN 
T~eSE RAT~ER FREE-WMEELING ACTIVITIES, ALTHOUGH THE 
~ER5IST~NT APPEAL FOR FkENCH INVD~VEMENT IS STRIKING. 
AS FAR AS W~ CAN OETERMINE, THESE MOVES AkE STRICTLV 
PERI~~ER.L TO T~E MORE INFLUENTIA~ ACTIONS OF THE 
FRFNC~ GOVE~NMENT IN BOTH THE HUMANITARIAN AND 

POLITICAL SPHERES, ON WHICH EMBASSY PARIS HAS 
REPORTED. WE JUDGE, HOWEVER, THAT THE pRENCH 
~OVERNMENT HAS INTENTIONA~LY OR OTHER~ISE STIRRED llr 
SO HE OF THE POLITICAL ACTIVITY AMONG VIETNAMEsE 
qNEUTRALISTS". TRAN DINH LAN IS WID!LY REPUTED TO BE 
A. FRENCH AGENT. _ 

---
~. THE "THIRD FORC!" VIETNAMESE HERE. PARTICULARLY THOSE 
MOST INCLINED TOWARD THE COMMUNISTS, HAVE UNDER. 
STANDABLY TAKEN HEART FROM THE RECENT EVENTS. THEY AHE 
THE· ONES TALKING THE LOUDEST. BUT1HEV SHARE THE SENSE 
OF CONFUSION SEEN AMONG MOST MEMBERS OF THE 
VIF.TNAMESE COMMUNITy "HO ARE NOT OUTRIGHT PRO. 
rOMMUNISTS, AS EVERYBODY AWAITS:THE MILITARY AND 
POLITICAL 'OUTCOME IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 
MOSSLER 
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