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14 APRIL 1975 

BELIEF OF NEWLY APPOINTED MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND 

YOU~N~~NDUYXUANA~O~ERSTHATTHE~M~T~ 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE ~OMMUNISTS 

1. ON 14 APRIL 1975 NEWLY APPOINTED MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND 

't'OUTH PROFESSOR NGUYEN DUY X U A N DESCRIBED THE UNOFFIC IAL 

WORKING SESSIONS OF THE NEW CABINET ON 12 A~D 13 APRIL. 

2. XUAN SAID THAT MINISTER OF HEALTH SENATOR TON THAT N I E M. 

OF' THE MODERATe THICH THIEN MIN H FACTION OF' THE AN QUANG 

BUQ)HISTS. INITIATED DISCUSSION ON THE POLITICAL DIRECTION OF THE 

NEW GO VERN ME NT. N IEM ARGUED THAT THE PEOPLE 4RE T IRED OF' WAR AND 

_~Re CO~VINCED THAT A MILITARY SOLUTION If NOT POSSIBLE. 
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POPULAR SUPPORT, THE GOVERNMENT MUST SHOW THAT IT IS ACTIVELY 

SE~KING A POLITICAL SOLUTION WITH THE COMMUNISTS. XUAN BELIEVES 

THAT, THOUGH NOT SPECIFICALLY DISCUSSED, THERE IS GENERAL AGREEMENT 

AMONG :ABINET MEMBERS THAT THE GOVERNMENT MUST ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN 

A CEASEF'IRE AND TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE COMMUNISTS. THE 

CABINET MEMBERS. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF' DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER FOR 

EC ON OM IC . A FF' Al AS N QJ YE N VA N HAD. B a IE VE T IE G av SA ~ EN T HA S 

LITTLE CHANCE OF ACHIEVING MILITARY SUCCESS. XUAN SAID THAl HAD 



CONTI~UES TO BE CONCERNED WITH NATIONAL DErENSE AND THE ECONOMIC 

DEVELO~MENT OF SOUTH VIETNAMl IN XUAN'S VIEW, HAO IS "OUT OF 

TOUCH wITH REALITY," XUAN SAID THAT HE IS PLEASED THAT PRESICENT 

NGUYEN VAN T HIE U SEEMS TO HAVE GIVEN PRIME MINISTER NGUYEN 

SA CAN "REAL" AUTHORITY. POINTING OUT -HAT CAN WAS ABLE TO 

APPOINT CABINET AND DEPUTY CABINET MEMBERS WITHOUT FIRST CONSULTING 

THIEU, XUAN ADDED THAT HE IS ENCOURAGED BY THE APPOINTMENT OF 

NGUYEN XUAN PHD N G TO THE POSITION OF MINISTER OF STATE 

WITHOUT PORTFOLIO FOR NEGOTIATIONS, 

DURING THE DISCUSSIONS, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER 

OF DEFENSE TRA~ VAN DON DESCRIBED HIS MAIN TASK AS HALTING 

COMMU~IST FORCES AND THEN IMMEDIATALY TO BEGIN TO NEGOTIATE WITH 

THE COMMUNISTS. HE DESCRIBED THE MILITARY SITUATION IN DARK 

TERMS, SAYING T,",AT THERE ARE "THREE OR FOUR" COMMUNIST DIVISIONS 

NO W IN THE CeN TR AL H IG HL ANDS WHI CH ARE 1'1 OV ING SO UT H, DO N 
c-

REPORTED THAT MANY GOVERNMENT CARVN) SOLDIERS ARE WITHOUT 1'1-16 

RIrLES AND THAT IT WILL BE SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE SUPPL"IES ARE 

RECEIVED, DURING THE INTERIM PERIOD. DON INTEt()S TO SUPPLY THESE 

ARVN SOLDIERS WITH WEAPONS FROM LOCAL DEFENSE rORCES, ON A 

"SELECTIVE" BASIS IN ORDER TO MINIMIi!E THE POSSIBLE ADVERSE AF'F'ECT 

TH IS W ILL HAVE 0 N 1'10 RA LE 0 F" TH E LO CA L UN IT S, 

4, XUAN NOTED THAT HE JOINED THE CABINET FOR POLITICAL REASONS. 

TO PUSH F"OR NEGOTIATIONS AND AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME TO PERSUADE 

PRESIDENT THIEU TO RESIGN, HE AOOBl THAT HE WOULD NOT SUGGEST 

THIS TO THIEU DIRECTLY BUT THAT HE HOPES TO PERSUADE THIEU -0 

RESIGN THROUGH" INDIRECT" ne:ANS,;: 
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