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Congressman Donald M. Fraser called on the PRG 

fl') Representative to Paris and Ambassador to Geneva, 
~~0' Ambassador Pham'Van Ba, on April 12 in Geneva. They 

0, held a two-hour exchange of views with emphasis on 
_~~It humanitarian matters and prospects for an end of fighting. 
~\ { Fraser urged the earliest possible ceasefire followed by 

\ negotiations. Ba's purpose in the exchange seemed to 
11 be to win support in Congress for a cutoff of U.S. aid 

to the GVN and to put PRG positions, policies and intentions 
in the best possible light. Fraser tried repeatedly to 
find some give in Ba's position on an early ceasefire. 
Ba insisted, however, that first Thieu must be removed 
and U.S. aid withheld from his successors. Fraser made 
clear that the PRG demand that the U.S. cutoff aid and 
thereby force the GVN to surrender before the ceasefire 
could start would be unacceptable to Congress and the 
American people. Fraser set the record straight on U.S. 
adherence to the Paris accords and noted that the'USG, 
especially over the past year, had not fully availed 
itself of the provisions for military assistance. 

Fraser said he understood the PRG had located 
remains' of between 38 and 42 U. S. MIA in PRG-controlled 
territory and pressed for their return. Ba appeared 
conciliatory on this point and said he would forward 
this request to his government. 
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~, ~0LL~wIN~ VfPSI0N OF CONVtRS~TJON WAS PREPARED bY INT ER­
PHFTEH ANO hAS NOT BEEN SEEN ~Y r~'JGR E SSMAN FNASER, · WHO OtPARTEi) 
r: ffl!;: V A F OF< MUli T CM ON CO"Gr<E S5 r 0;-; A L 81 IS T NI;:,S RIGHT AF T~R Mt:ETI NG, 
FP'hS"fi F'LAfIS HET!lilN WASHJNGTO:, APiHI. 17 IF . NOT SOONtR, . WE: SUGGEST 
ntOART~ENl SHOY HIM THIS VERSION AND SEEK ANY AuDITIONS OR 
rURRO:C Tl (1,,5 , 

" SUMK_RY: CONGRESSMAN F~ASER C.LL EO ON PRG REPRESENTATIVE 
TJ P~~TS ANO bENE Vi AM~ASSAuON PH.~ VAN SA AT PHG RENfVA OFFICES 
M0QNJN~ IP~IL 12 FOR TWO-nOUR EXCHAN~ E OF V1E~5 WITH . EMPHASIS ON 
MUMAN1TAoIAN M'T TtP S ANi) PROSPECTS FO R ENO OF FIGHT1N~, ~AIS 
HAT~ pnINT~ NtPE TYAT IJSG S~OULD ~NCDURAGE T~IEu TO STEP DOwN AND 
r.UT hF. AiD TO HrS SUCCtS~D"S. PKOCE~S Of CEAS~FIRE, PEACEMAKING 
~Nn ~ I ATIr.NAI. i<~cnI'<CILIAT!ON kaliL[' FULI.O~ UlIICKLY, Bp.. SAIO, IF USG 
!':vT nfoF tl.L ~lllTAP.y ASSTSTA~CE ,",-"N PARI:; ACCORDS ", FkASEf< SE T 
QEr.OPD STNhl~nT ON PROVISIONS Of PARIS _ AC~ORD5 AND NOTED THAT 

IIS~, tSPEcr'LLv OVER PAST YEAk. HAD NUT FuLLY 'vA1LEO ITSELF OF 
TH~SE pf<r.vrSIuNS . FRASER C0N!E6 Ttn ~MARPLY 5UM~ OF THE ~ORt 

·TM~G~TA~T 4ND O~VIOUS INE~UITIES IN PA'S ~ROPUSAl~ ANU oOkE DDWN 
PM1TI(,UL~f<LY l1a.RD 0" OAIS PuSITI"" rH AT PRG Cvl.il.O NOT AGREE TO 
r.t.SEfIR~ UNTIL 'NO IJNLfS~ 0SG HtC T~T6LLY CUT OFF MILITARY 
hS~15TtNCE TO GVN , FHASER ijOTED T~AT SUCh A COURSE WOULD NOT 
FACILIT.Tt NF~GTIATION BUT R'THER wOliLn COMPEL GV~ TO SUNHEND~R 

IJNr.u"'D~rrUIJAI.I.Y , A.ND l·jOUlD dE UNACCEPTABLe. TO CUNGRESS ANi) AHt::RICAN 
PEnpL~. - FR~~~~ SAID ME UNnfR5TOhO PRG HAU LOCAfEU REMAINS OF 
Ac T hc c N. '8 'NU 42 U,S, MIA IN PRG-CONTROLLED TERRITORY, AND P~"SSED 
Fu~ Th<:iCl RETURN . B~ ~AILJ ME . '!OI ILD FOR",At'CD THI:i REQUtST TO HIS 
~OV~gN~EIJT. ~ • -. 

~. AEFuQE ' FRASER LEFT ~4bHINGTDN 'PRIL II FOR GENEV A, WHERt HE 
WaR Ah ACCRtnITED ~EM5EH OF usntl . TO LOS CONFERfN~E, A CDNSTITUENT 
he"'lV: 1'" ,",ul:MJITAQIt;~ ' MATTERS CDNCEPN ! NG VIETN;.M W/rR HAD ~OUGi"iT 
ANn 08TAIN~O .H AP?OINTMEhT ~UR HIM TO ' CAll ON BA, ANU URGELJ HIM 
70 U" Su • . tiJU-AFTERNOO~ AP~11. I! FRASER TELEPHONEO PRG OFFlce 
tNn w~S ~S~En Tu cOME IN FO~LU~l~I G MORNING AT 9:3~ AND TO BkI~G 
W1R ~RN I"TEPPA~TEP, F~A5ER SUbS~QUENTLY ADKcD FDO ~LOTT Of USOEL 
'-O ·c; TO SC:Rvt:: ~S INTfRf''IETER, iJNDER StCRET~RY HAW CuNCUJ<Rt.D. 

II, "1'{5 . f"IISE.R 1.-CC0'1fA,H':'D . -RASER A"'O FLOTT TO MEETING , . J'/HERE 
THFY ~C:MF REctTvEO bY BA A~D A~ Aln~ wHOSE IDENTITY WAS NOT 
~STAPlJbw~~. · 6T~OSPHERE "AS dUSTNES~lIKE BUT RELAXt::O AND PuLLTE, 
WJTH Nn ST~IOc~T POLEMICS OR ACCUShTIONS ANu ON~Y A MINIMUM OP 
T~nlnuS ~tJTF~I TIU N OF ~E~L·KNO"~ PRG POS1T1DNS ~ND PNOPAGANDA. 
;;" I ~ r"U"PDS':: Ht;ME(l T~ tSE TO II!'J SIIPPORT PI CONGRESS fOR CU1DfF 
M brD -II) rov" 6NO TO Pill PRG PO:;;nrONS, POLlCIES A~ID INTENTIONS 
T~ B"~ T Po~sr~LE ~IGhT. tSA'S EfFORTR WERE VERY MUCM A!MEO AT THE 
rO~G~~~5 A~D HE ~AOE NO ATTtMPT To HID~ FACT hE WAS TRYING TO DRIVE 
A HEQGE StT~~~N CONGRESS ANO EltCuTIVE BRANCH , PAJ<TICULARLY · THE 
PEN16GO~ AIJi) fMaASSY SAIGON. 



~. ~HASER o~~A~ BY OEPLORI,jG THE SEEMINGLY ENDLESS CONTINUATION 
nF THt ~A~, Tn f RLOOD~HEQ AND SAn PLtGHl OF REF0GtES. HE SAID 
HE WDUL~ LI~E TO GO bACK T0 CONGPfSS WTT~ SOME NEw THOUGHTS ON 
HG~ 4 r.~A~F.FI~~ MYGHT RE ACrlItVE~ , HO~ PE~CE TALKS COULD oE STARTED 
~ET~~E'J ~VN _NO PRG, AND HO~ INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE ~IGHT BE 

• 
~. A' S61n C~'SEFI~F CkLLEO fOR IN P~RIS ACCORDS HAO NEVER BEEN , 
HO~uRfn ~y GVI" wHICH FHO~ VE~V OUTSFT HAC SET OUT TO REcONUU~R 
TEQRI10RY HELU ~Y PRG AND E'TtR M JNbT~ C O ~~UNIST5. 8~ ~~I~ GVN 
R~n ~AITH WAS ShO_N INTtR ALIA 6V ITS REFuSAL TO PUoL1SH PAMIS 
AC~OqDS. TnE MASSr~E OELIVERIEs OF A ~ N5 TO GVN JuST ~EFORE 
AC~OQUS ~ENT INTO EFFtCT DID NOT MAKE GVN ANY MORE INCLINfO TO 
qE~PFCT THF ~LCO~DS. NEITHE~ DID AMRASSIDOR MARTINIS STAUNCH 
suppnRT ~OR THIEU 'ND F~EQUE~T PUBLlr. STATEMENTS OF REASSURANCE 

. ~Nn S~P~ORT FOR THIEU FROM EKECUTIVE 8 RANC~. HtiEN CDNGRE~S FINALLY 
R~~AN CUTTING n04N MILITARY AID Tu GVN, PENTAGON hOOD~INKtD THE . 
AMFRICAN PEOP~E AND GEFIEO THE WTLL OF TH~ CONGRE~S ~Y fINANCIAL ' 
I.E~E<;U"" ';AIN , FTNDPIG UNEXPENDt,() Fuf~ l)S , ETC. PRG, AFTE~ LONG AND 
~AD E~PEAl~NC~, CONCLUDED THAT GVN, INCLUDING A SUCCE~SO~"TU-THIEU 
~V~, wOULD NEGOTIATf ONLY IF w.S. _In wERf CUT OFF ~Y THE CONGRESS, 
TH'S H~O ~ORKtn IN LAGS AND CAM~OOIAI IT WOULD ~ORK IN VIETNAM, 
~T WA~ T~E ONLY ~AY. 

7 • . Rt. R~FUGEE~ , F'lASEFI SAIIJ THEI~ 'N"M 9ERS· SU.;GC:Sl ED ' POPULM<ITY 
nF P'l'; WAS LESS THA N 8A CLAIMtD. R~ SbID THEY CONSISTED MAINLY 
nF Of~~~lJNG A~VN WHO HAD CHANGtD INTO CIVILIAN CL01HfS, OF 
pt,npL~ NHO H~U 8EEh FRIGHTENED BY GVN I S DEHDGOGtRY A~OUT dLOOD~ATH! 
A~n ~ET1LI~G OF A~COUNTS, 'ND OF PEOPLE WHO HAD 8~EN fORCEO BY GVN 
AUTHORITIt,~ T0 FLEE. FU~T~~R, MA~Y FLED bECAUSE PAST EXPtRIENCE 
TAllt;HT T4<:: M TN AT Mj y T E f<R I TOR Y LI tiER A TED bY PRG WOUl,D SOON HEeEl YE 
RATN DF IMFRICIN 80M~S AND ~HELLS. bCTUALLY, THO~E ' WHO STAYED 
REHI~C wE~~ NOT MIRTREATED AND T~EPE HAD ~EEN NO BLOOD~ATHS, 
FRft~ER 'R~Eu I~ NEUTRAL ndSER~ER~ COULD E~TtR PRG TEHRITONY TO 
VEQIFy TWIS. ~A SAI~ SUME wERE AL~~ADV THE~E, AND DROPPED NAMES 
nF vaRID IIS CATHDLIC MlsstONAR1ES ALLE GEOLY GPERATING NORMALLY 
TN kELENTLY LIBtRATED ARE~S. HE SAID RELIEF tiUPPLV ~LIGHTS FROM 
liN A.ND fOoD CI'IOSS DRGANIZATICN~ l,filF: LANDING IN DANANG, BUT WHEN 
FRh5~H PAE~SF:u HIM FOR MORE CONCRETE AND CONVINCING ASSURANCES 
A8~uT SyqrEMbTIC ACCESS TO ~RG TFRRITOQy bY NtUTRAL 08SERVERS , 
RA 56ID ~DPE TIME WOULD R~ ~EEOEO REVOqE T~lS COULO BE ALLowED 
nN A~Y L'~~ER ~CALE BfCAU$E PRG ~AO TO cnNSULIDATf ITS CONT~O~ 
n~FN NE~LY- LI~FR~rED TERRITORIES AND MOP UP A~VN REMANENTS THAT 
~1(jIJLO') R~ A T H~E AT 1G SECUin TV UF ANY NEuTRAL UBSERVt,RS, PRG 
;oJ'JIIL'') FEF'L RE:>PONS! 6LC: Fr.:R ~ECUR!TY OF ANY NEuTRAL vltiITO~S ANO 
'1 "'S TDO SOON To RfCEIVC: THtM, RUT THE ~t.ST INDIC'TION Of 
T"~ ~tLATIVE POPULh~ITY OF THE T~O SIDES "AS THE RAPIDITY DF THE 
hRvN COLlAoSE; PPG , 50LDIEM~, ~HO NAD NO HtLICuPTERS, AINCRAFT 
could not keep up ~it h ARVN in retreat & collapse. . 



F. • F ,ib ~' f? T I' " N t !J C CI '" V f: I< ;. " i F' ,< ;)1\ C I( TO D F. :; I R A <l I LI TV 0 f 1:. II Ii L H Ii T 
PG~5t6LE [~~~cF!R~ ~~C ~ow IT 4Nn 1 1 ~~hihGFUL L NEGUTI.lI0~ PkOCESS 
r.O';LD [, t: ,,?'uVGHT ABOUT. dA !>1'<'::(jj,CTA'H.Y INS!STED L'SG i'1lIST, FlRST 
~~~LhCE T"!~U. FRASER CHIDED TnbT TNI5 W0ULD 8~ INTERFEREN~E IN 
\'1=!~' ~ E5~ ~~ ~ 'lR3. AGA1~ST ~nICH AA H~D tAKLIER REMONSTRATtO. 
~. ~l!D ~~y ! ~ T~PfEReN:E OUSTING TH IEU wUULD 8E GUOO INTERF~R£NCE 
ANn ~GULD GO foR~ARD ~IT~ HIS BLESSING. fRAStP SAID THAT IF A 
'J~ W ~VN E~EHG~O AND THIEU W~Rt ClUT A~D hEGOTIATIONS R~SUMED; HE 
1';. :.1 "S RU,$QtJ !"MY CE.'~En;'E r.~'Jl.o NOT SPRT WHH THE NEGOTIATIONS. 
~A ~~P!A7f~ AhO E~L'R~ED u?JN P~G C~~CE~N OVER ijVN ~ACK OF GOOD 
FA !l~. SA N01EO TW~T E~EN ~NT!.THJEU FIGURES LIKE NGUYEN CAD KY 
h~n 01H~~S STIL~ 6n~GCATEO CANAYING ON THt ~A~ . ANY CEAStflRE 
~E~0qE A 5~lT~EMFNT WAS R~ACHE~ WOIJL~ nhl.Y &E IISED, AS IT WAS 
qI ~~ T AF~~~ T~F PARIS 'CC~~JS, TO RtGRDUr GvN FORtES AND l~PRJVE 

T"~l~ P0SIT!D~S. qA P~OT~ATED TPAT HE ANO HIS GOvERNMfNT CeRTAINLY 
WAY1=J 14£ nAN AND THE ~N0LfSS KJLLI~G OF VIETNAMiSt ~y VIETNAM­
FS~ 1J STOD, oUT SAID ALL THEI~ EXPE RIENCE AND EVtN THE PUBLIC 
ilt,r:1. i.l, t ~ X 0 :·15 uF u V N OFF I:: I ALS SIiOr/EO .1_HA T AS LONG AS u. s. no 
r:tJ"~ tr,u~n Til;;: ',.JAR "CH ILO COI-!TI!\:UE. I'iE ,HAD;: A RENEI,ED APPEAL FOR 
rc~~~tS5JG'JAL ~UT8FF u~ ALD. 1~ QN~ u~ HiS RATHeN FE~ UNCAUTIOUS 
Yls.8TaT~ 0 ENT3 0= FACT. w~ 3A10 T~AT CURRENT u.S. AiD TO GVN WAS 
~ln~.lrCN np P~~IS ACCORD~. FA' REP ~CUNCfD ON THIS, SET THt REC~RO 
STRt,I.,HT 1" Cu~l,,:;:JEii.t.oU: i.l~TAIL, A~I() l,ilJED THAT FuR b.bOUT • YEAri 

• 
JS~ H~n UOT i . ~~N ~EPL.rI~~ M'TE~YfL . P:fC~ Q V Pi~CE A~D TrP~ FOri 
rypt u, t.~ j T ,.. A~ c.' .;"ITL£ :) ":"G 1., 1'1 tI Nr::t r-~ bCC!J~uS . 1 !.pry t~~D BE~;N 
H..J f ' P L 'f j r. j;. to L'" v ~"{ ~ y.:: L. U ~! .... r~ L -: A", =- . r'o .~ ~ ~ ~ '_ L ~ :-!;" € '" ~ :" ~ ::: .. ': :. t~ f.. ~~ ,{ ~. 0 
.on t.T ufL.! \,::;.;;" ~ OF ARr~ S B Y CJ~·~'U·· I r, -: c.i'1u"! ; ~ ... E:. HJ Dh I' I PHG !)u8-
Il~NTl'L L ' EYC~E ~ fD ArlEHI~AN c~LrVE ~J ~S Tu GV~. SA cVUKED U.S, 
' RF-PaRI5 ftCCO~DS 51CCKPJLI NG ~IFUql AND ~&lO PRG "ID NOT NtED 
~~K~ i00~ ~lOC dE~4uSE . h~[~~DI~~ TQ A~~~£CAN E5T1MAt~S ~NU PRf~S 
,\CCSI.!;, '1':5. n oiL) C~I'TUil i:O O'i<: i31L!..l'U'i r.OLLi'fii'. \~ORHI Or 'IIn::'R~CAN 
'f\, ?h3T ~JNj'''' . 

-4-



~. F~A5ER 5110 T ~A T IF P~G IhTE~0~O TO NcGOTI_Te IN ~OOD FAITH 
tl HAD ~OT~INw 10 rE . ~ IN AN EARLY CE~SEF1RE . HE TRIEO VIR100S 
RE;:'O:?I':'IL ~ :iul,!:; r" . i!S r i~CJW(;rj'!' . "O SE~K SDK':: ()Pt:N !NG. SOl1E GIVE IN 
~A;~ P15'T!0~, 5Ur FD JN Q kn~E. ~~ MIOE CLEAR TU ~. THAt ~AG oEMINO 
~riAT ~ .5 . CUT O~F 610 'hD F0~CE Gv~ TO SU~RtNJE~ dffO~E THE 
~EAS~FI 1~ iN" NEGOTI 'TID ~5 CCJi.O &TAPT wOULD SE U~ACCEPT'DL~ TO 
nU~:l;QE5S II,NO A"1r:RICA~1 pt:nPLE. . 

~. z . ~ ~.4SC:R '!'~' :>': S).IfI :~~ ~.< J 0e:R!'l j'll):'"I ;:)i<G KrJr.W ~):;Acr ~'lH:::P~t:::{JU,S Or 
P[~~ktNS OF ~F1Y ~f~ 3~ AND A2 AM t ?lC~N MIA~ H~ SAID 7HAl HE SAW 
NU k~'SDN WHY PR~ SljD~LU ~EfIJ5E TO ALLO~ ~X ~UMAT IQN AND ~ETURN 
nF t: c rPI!J5 Ttl Uv~u ['p.5 1;15 5Ui"pRISr hSGLY I. ONClLIA1tlRY ON T1'15 
PC"I;" l, I'<':; 5~;.n p~:; WOULi) P;:':Oc.15ly B:: RESPONSIvE ON ANY HUtlAN~ 

' T A " ~Q~ ~ATT~h OF TriIS SG~Tu Ht &&l D FI.ATL~ THAT Ht wO ULD ~O~WARO 
THF rG~Go~~ S~ANI~ AEgUEST TO HIS GOV~RNMENT. . 

'1 ~ tA WAS FUU,LlV ntSPO~SIvE AND CDN:IL1A!n~V ~hE~ FRAS~R 
PtF [ ~ ~~E~ Tn C~"vERSATlnN~ HE H~O "A0 A MO~Tt~ oE~Ori~ I N ~ALGON 
Wj v ;, !;pp;;S!TI~t. ; LEA()fr<~= 81>. "~F' SOfIE C''' "'I~EI', ~C::RF. P-i.. l RiGHT ~NO 
THA T ~E ~.~ 5~~f THE Y W~RE TELLING FnASE~ THE TRU1H AdDUr CONUlfl0NS 
~r~ ~\} r,r,.. 

12~ IN FIN. ' Fl.-fA FQP C~rnFF nr ArC 5& SAID THAT L~O& SOLUTION 
tiAn ~u~~~0, T~~ l TH~RE rl!J oEEN NfIT~~P VlC 1 0KS N0R VAN~UlS"EOf 
~OR RLnODS'TH ~OR ACCOUNT FETTLING. SAME WUULD HUR~ IN C.MtiD~IA. 

" . ~Ow 7MAT u.s. ~AS CUTTI~A nFF 610, AND CDULQ ~O~K IN VI~TNAM IF 
. rU'I ~g5s5 ~~ULu fINALLY CUT OFF AIU. ONLY THIS ~OULU FONCE I~f 
orw~~ SIJc TO ~:~GOTIATE; TitEr ~rHE THE CLIQU~ THAT COULD GA!N 
AND ~~~vTVE ONLY IF THE HAR ~~NT UN, 'DT THt PRG. A~O THEY ~DuLD 
H I.";)L Y c~ Ex P-:.t: T F.lJ TO END rr AS I. ONG_ A'; 'J.". SU/,P l. I I:.I.l ~ HEM i;H t:Ri: ~ 
wF,,<I:,. ftND r·F:r.C'uEIH Hl:;".L",vEi. STATi:. ... :::"ITS..lIf :jUPPCR1, ENCQUHAGE· 
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