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a. Pers0I1l1Gl 

(1) St"ength 2.8 of 30 ,:,pril: 

QIT ~ ¥:!'! 

32 4 519 32 5 507 
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(2) Gains and Losses 1 February 1966-30 Hpril 1966: 

~ LOSSES 

OFF !:!Q ::::. 

9 1 139 6 1 

(3) Oasualties during the period 1 February 1968-30 hprU 1968: 

!!E! NUI.ffiliR 

Killed in il.Ction 2 

Died of Battle Wounds 0 

.rounded in i,ction 

Hissing in Action 

Non-Battle Deaths 

(4) Personnel Management: 

11 

o 
o 

1 \ The bettaJ.J.on haa receiwd repl'·.,el"lf;nc.s in lllOst required 
'[(lSI s~ There remains a nec<l. for additiOnal EM ;:0 "·:Ld. E5 Mffi 941320, E5 
63C20, Fit 63040, and Ea 63C5O pos::.tions. 

-.-

2. Personno~.·trenl:lth has rema.inec'. slightly below the ll.1.Ithorized 
lovel, ,dth'fluctuations fror.l a low of 85% to ;c. high of W3S.· .. 

? ~ There '",,)re no change" in ooucationnJ. Oi':"o:·'tunities 0 

4. There 1481'" no ralil, ;,·)·.'.8 probler.o8" ReJ.:i.gi ~us coverage has 
':loon e:xnellent fIJI' a}.:;. ",:t.i . .n"iea in 0" ., fi"ld "".·d bal''' crJ'J!' locations. 

(5) R ~ E 
.-

a. C'Ut.-of-Gountry 

LOCJ..TION _._- n~ !!!ill. ~ 
_I,d 

.i~uet.rali(! (;, 7 6 

BCl,~,kc;'. .) 6 ~ 

. rlawaii 4 '1 10 

Hong Kong 2 1 2 

CONF. ENTIAl 
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LOCbTION ~ }:L.J. Ji:m. 
Halaysia. 1 .'3 1 

Manila 0 1 2 

Singapore .'3 2 

Tai Pei .3 8 5 

Tokyo 2 2 4 

b. In-Country 

LCCJ.TION lID!. ~ bB! 
Vung Tau 7 6 0 

(6) l~orale: The morale of the battalion continued to be high. 

(7) Awards and Decorations: 

Soldiers MedeJ. 

Bronze Star Medal. "V" 

Bronze Star 

fW- Medal 

A:nrr:1 Commendation Medal "V" 

brrrry Commendation Medal 

Purple Heart 

(8) Discipline 1 Law, and Order 

,,ri;icle 15 

Specie.l Court-Ma..-..tizJ. 

NUMBER 

8 

7 

11 

20 

26 

17 

1.'3 

11 

1 

.3 

o 

(9) The battalion has one (1) c·.,tary and one (1) fixed wing aviator 
assigned. 

P,,-!>e .3 ~.~ 15 Pag9<; 
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b. Oporati ons 

(1) The battaliofi provided artillery support for'the following major 
operations I ~YQllawetOl'J.ep (1-8 Feb) Saratoga, vlilderness, Toan ThMg (CCimplete 
Victory). NUElGrct:s Special Forces wd Ilogional/Popular Force Operations were 
also provided artillery support. Forward observer parties were furnished to 
Special Forces and negional/Popular Forces 

. (2) 010431 February, FSPB (lID (SF CjJiP), Nceived 29 rO\U1ds I32mm 5US 
-n", battery A 2/32 fired 18 l'O\U1ds 175ttn:1. 

(3) 012235 February, village XT 112503, received 82m B-40, srnnlJ. arJ:lfI, 
.- .. , ,oc_ttery i. 2/32 fired 10 rounds 8 in~h. 

(4) 01~40 February, FSP3 arm (SF CAMP), received 74 rrunds 82mm 
Clortar end automatic weapons and SEIllJl arms, ba.ttery A 2/32 fired 19 rounds 
;75r:1m, battery B 2/32 fired 43 rounds 175rnt. 

(5) 022200 February, village XT 011443, reC6ived 82mrn, rockets and 
'j~<:ll arms, battsry A fired 6 rounds 175=. 

(6) 022315 February, XT 105510, XT 102502, 200 VC reported by MhCV, 
:,attery ii 2/32 fired 6 rounds 8 inch. 

(7) 042210 February, Soui De. Base Camp, received unknown number of 
:lcrt<O.rs, battery j. 2/32 fired 8 rounds 8 inch. 

(8) 051145 February, FSPB 0lID (SF CAMP), received 20 rounds 821:1rn, 
.. ::ttcry il 2/32 fired 4 rounds 175=. ~7 

(9) 051200 February, Ta;y Ninh Base CI'InP, battery h 2/32 ma.rcb ord6r ~ A OIL 
to Cu Chi, moved to support oporations south of Cu 'cM. ' ~~':!/ 

(10) 051400 February, FSPB Knbx, battery B 2/32 march ord.er to Ta;y '/' 
Ninh Base Camp, moved to support final phase of operation Yellows£on'$~. 

(11) 062345 February,Tau Ninh City, Sector Hq, B-32 under ground and 
mortar attack 100 rounds 82rnm, nFG, small =$, bnttery B 2/32 fired 16 
round.s S :inch. 

(12) (J71400 February, Prek KIok Base CElnP, received 6 rounds 82mm. 
buttGrj B 2/32 fired 7 rounds 175mm. . 

(13) 070050 February, villager,' 124502, recuived 30-82mm 16 B-40 
, . :~i:;. provided 01 avi~tc-l' ,md flO. 

~ i,1;,) ()~193 • .:: }'~,lj'~'ll~(~t •• XT 2;72:',.· 
fired 4 row.ds '2 i.Tlch~ 

'(15) 081150 February, FSP3 (FU) (SF CiIMP), received 20-82mm and 6cmm 
I'lortar, b~ttery B 2/32 fired 21 rounds 175mm. 

, :,." . ; . 

.<; i;', <."--,,, , 

"- , ~ 
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(16) 091259 February, FSPB m::· (SF CAMP), estimated VC platoon, 

J~ttery B 2/32 fired 8 rounds 175mm. 

(17) 111610 February, FSPB (1" (SF CAMP), received 15 rmmds B2mm, 
battery B 2/32 fired 9 rounds 175mm. 

(lB) 112220 February, Trang Sup SF Camp, rE:ceived 5 rounds B2mm, 
battery B 2/32 fired 8 rounds 8 inch. 

_ (19) 13-15 February~ i"P :':lnh village XT 639101, O·i plAtoOn Dattery;" 
2/32 fired 17(, r~undll fire is su;;port of the :lntanti-y i-n seciii'iilE the . " 
\'illaee of ~i ~irih. ,. , " . 

(29) 141300 February, FSPB OIill (SF CAMP), received SA and AY' fire, 
~attery B 2/32 fired 7 rounds 175~ 

(21) 160040 February, FSPB CiID (SF CAMP), received 10 rounds B2nm, 
dtery B 2/32 fired 11 roums 175mm. 

(22) 160103 February, Phu Khoung Distriot Hq, XT 23B477, received 
.:rcund attack and mortar attack, battery Il 2/32 fired 10 rounds 8 inch. 

(23) . 161947 February, FSP!3 011.') (SF C,J!P), received 10 rounds 82mln, 
·'~tt-.ry B fired 6 rounds 175ll11l. 

(24) 162035 February, FSP!3 Knox, received 1C rounds 82mm, battEn"Y Il 
?/32 fired B rounds 175rran. 

(25) 162330 'February, T<\;V Ninh Base Canp, received 4 rocket and l:1ortc.r 
c.tt1:cks at 233l-[:O42, 0045-0255, 0310-0327, b1:ttery Il fired 36 rcunds 8 inch. 

(26) 171930 Febru~, out post XT 020435, Out Post und~r mortar and 
":,:!,ound atto.ck, ba.ttery B 2/32 fired 10 rounds 175lllIil. 

(27) lB0430 February, Tay N~~ Jase Camp, Base Cemp r~ceived rocket 
dt:::.ck from 0430-0510. Radar loc8ti'-~ ':T 10095440. Battery D 2/32 fired 44 
rounds B inch. 

(2B) H11300 February, FSPB at Prek J(i.ok, FSPB received 12 rounde 82am 
battery B 2/32 fired 10 rctmds 175mm. 

(29) la1515 February, FSPB cl Prek lUok, FSPl3 receivecl 12 ttl tmds a2mm 
bdtery B 2/32 fired 12 rounds 17511l1!l. 

\ 

,"", , (30) 1913.~a,Feb~ar~L"i,;legf\ XT 0143~ village received mortm- a.ttack, ~x,:. ~ J 
,·""e.'Y D 2/3? f,u.e.·. 10 ,<"t~.u., ,/5.=, IV~\. ~ 

(31) 19:<0); ?',Q'--:'<X:1!, C., C:-,;, B::.sc, (;mll!". £1"': "'''7 h 2/J2 M,rch order to ~~~ It 
l'D<{ Ninh nase Cemp, Battery A 2/32 returned to 3D.ttery Positio!}. va /M'1;J;; 

(32) 2(:0318 February, village XT 013439, village receiveC mortar attack, (\ly 
~;';'ttery 13 2/32 fired Ie rotmds 17511l1!l. 



. C_ONFIDENTIAL ~ f}o .' 
(33) 201030 Februery, Tay Ninh i)"se Camp, Dattery :3 2/32 parch order ~ , 

t,2 ,Camp 'Suint Barbar1l, Battery n 2/32 occupied new !lase C::lrnp 1lt Camp S&int 
Barbara.' I ~ 

(34) 220015 February, village XT 021433, Sector Nported viU"-ge over­
run by VC, n"ttery i. 2/32 fired ~2 rounds 3 inCh /)!lI~ 52 rc:t:l!lC" 175P.J:1. Vlllage. 
uas destrO'/ea by miUery ani!. all' strikes. 

(35) 230457 February, Out Post XT 018434, Out Post under l!!ort2r o.ttack, 
J[.ttery A 2/32 fired 4 r~unds 175m .. 

(36) 260215 February, vill~e XT 12055, village under gr:ound attack 
-:1c! mortar nttE.ck, Battery A 2/32 fired 11 rounds 175mrn. 

~ 

(37) 261040 February, XT 1975~1> Special Forces at Trung Sup made 
~ ntact with eeti.me.terl two VC companies, ~~c:.tc;;ery~..:.A:...:2/C.:3:::2:....::f:ir:..e:::(!::... :.3:..6...:r:..oo..::::.:n...:dS=--:'7511lr.l. 

(38) 012005 March, 012205 March, Kntum SF Camp XT 33469326, SF obser­
,'Cd lights and heard vehicles, Bcttery a 2/32 fired 14 rounds 175= and 11 

:me'" 175rnn. 

(39) 051600 l.furch, XT 024413, Special Forces at Ben Soi made cont;;ct 
.rith 30 VC in the open, .Dattery A 2/32 fired n rounds 175mn. 

(40) (;31553 March, Katum SF Camp, received 10 rounds S2Im1, Battery B 
'1/32 fired 16 r rounds 175mm. 

(41) 101231 March, Kat= SF Camp, received 12 rounds S2r.Jm, Dattery Il 
'./32 fired S r-,Junds 175mm • 

. (42) 141S45 March, Katum SF Camp, received 100 rounds B2mm,RPG, 122rrr:1 
NCket; Bnttery D 2/32 fired 13 rounds 175rnm. 

(43) 191455 March, TIli\' Ninh Dase Camp, S inch plato(,n of Battery A. 
2/32 nm.rch order to Di An, S inch pla.toon c10sed ::.t Vi 1m at 201345 March. 

(44) 250330 March, Ba.o Don Diet. Hq, Diet. Hq received small arm! and 
Dortar nttc.ck, Battery C 2/32 fire"- 17 rounds S inch. 

(45) 011300 Aprll" Kntum S(I' Camp~ received 8 r'mn<!s 82r.Jm, Battery D 
2/32 tfred 5 rounds 175mrn. 

(46) 021145 April; Katlml SF Caqp, received 13 roundS' 82mm, 3attery B 
>2 fired 6 ll'oundl!l 175mm. 

(:,7) OS171t; i>p:t'i1., :',U""C!-_ ;',' ,:' ,received 34 roonc's S:?.mm: 3nttery Il 
. )r: ~i£EKl 33 rCU"T},je ~!f'5nInA 

(4$) 0900i5 i.pril, Katum SF C"-l"p, received 34 rounds S2mr.l, Battery B 
2/32 fired 33 rounds 175mm. 

(49) 1G1445 i.pril, Katum SF Camp, XT 341869, contact with VC compaDiY, 
Tlc.ttery Il 2/32 Fred 16 rounds 175mm. 
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(50) 110930 April, Katum SF Camp, rec"ivac\ 11 runcts 82.r.m, Jattery tl 

2/32 fired 40 rounds 175ll1r.l. 

(51) 11(125 iiprilj Kntlim SF CarJp, rcceiveo 3 r'c,unds 82r.lm, Jcitery :'3 
2/32 fired 8 rounds 175rnm. 

(52) 161615 l~pril, Di l.:n Base r;:,.!p, D1'.ttery A 8 inch pIntoon march 
order to Thu Due, ::Jattery 1.. 2/32 pIar, , '1 to Thu Due and return to Ta;r ~inh. 

(53) 17160C "pril, Ta;r Ninh JaC0 Cmnp, 3citery i, S inch platoon 
cl..,sed into T<;;r !linh :Jase Camp. 

(54) 192100 April, Katum USSF Cemp, observed lights on rare north of 
,ct."'p truck conw;y Vic XT 3593, and received 9 rounds of 82mnt mortar and 11 

,uncls of 120rmn mortar, lkttery B 2/32 fired 6 rounds 175rnm in counter mortar 
.n", expenrleil 1.9 rounds 175nnn engaging the VC truck C'>nVcy. 

(55) 221300 itpril, uen Soi USSF Vic XT 992525, made contact with 20 
'~ ""nring ,[hite helmets, !:latte ;. 2/32 e ended s 175= in a.! 0 
,t) eJl[1, avnition officer 32 adjuste 

(56) 2410CO April, Tay Ninh Baee Camp, Camp Saint 3arbara, initiated 
'.'c:ratiC'n chan"e over phase I 241515 April, Bettery D to Tey Ninh, 3attery Ii 
., CBnP Sllint ')m-bara. • 

(57) 251400 itpril, Ta;r Ninh Base Cmnp, Camp Saint Barbara., initiated 
'opQ!"ntion change over phase II 251617 April, Battery !:l completed move to Ta;r 
,inh Battery i, c0mpleted m01/la to Camp Saint Barbara. 

(58) 261220 April, 'l'II!!I.en Ngon USSF XT 063844, contact with estimated 
"Ol!lPany of ve, 2/32 aerial observer adjust".:: fire. 

(59) 272245 April, Ta;r tlinh Dase CaJ:lP, received CS Bas in Dattery Area, 
l'oported by Battery '3 2/32. 

(60) ElEments or the battalion were engaged in combat operctions 
t~1r::iu£hnut the period .. 

(61) The following nUl!Jber of "ciqqi'ons were fired with the amounts 
~f =ilUI1iticn eXpended: 

3attery A 3386 3479 3886 

_~1J:::;8",,3~4,--_.2lli. 

12.406 9204 12,745 

71 IS-
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( 6:2) In the near future the 1,".ttali(m will fire the 2GO,OOoth rCJund 

in support of grrund operations in ;tVr;, 

c. Training 

(1 ) Accident prevention trn:ining crmtinues to be a !latter of conmand 
emphn.sis. 

(:!) In-couiltry orient<:.tion was conducted for a.:u newly- arrived re­
placement personnel. 

(3) On the job training and individual cross training continued in 
Illl units, 

(4) The battalion wes issued four (4) }l,..H3 Gun Direction Computers 
: P"';-:i,C) with the 23d ilrty- Gp providing Op£Tator and maintenance personnel 
.rn:i.ning to 7 officers and 7 EM • 

. (5) Gunnery tests '/Gre administered to a.:u officers, chiefs of section, 
"_L1~rs, anD. assistant gunners. 

d. Intelligence 

N~ significant intelligence durine this period. 

e. Logistics 

(1) The following missions, listed by sorties, were flown during the 
_·"porting period: 

~ FJ£ 

OR 13S 4S 106 

i:~ D 100 71;. 

TOTAL 146 lBO 

ADMIN 

4 

:2 1 

7 

3 

18 o 

3 

~ 

113+30 

200 + 30 

321 "f 60 

(2) On 3 February om Ser # 57-296.3 was turned into field maintenance 
for repcirs and returned to battalion on 25 March, OR 13S Ser # 64-15398 was 
turned into field maintenance on 26 March f')r cylinder chonge and returned to 
battalion on S /,pril. 

f. Organization 

(1) Dnri:·."<J, t.h.::. :rc·!",,~~:, 
,', .. "' 23ct J;~~..LL..'::'!-) ":: ". 

(2) lie",~quarters Datter;r, Service Battery, and Jattory h. .. ere 
·:tationed at Tay tlmh. Dattery D was moved to a nm.ly- constructed fire 
support base at Camp Saint Barbara, and Dattery C was stat-inned ct Dau Tieng. 

\, 
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0) Present firing BatteJry ccnfigurllti·cn is as foll""s: 

A - 4-1751I!lll guns 

:J - 2-175mm guns 

2-8 inch Howitzers 

C - 2-175mm vms 

2-8 inch Howitzers 

fl. other 

(1) On 3 February 196i!, the battalion held an aW:::I'<ls .!md ctecorati''TIs 
c.nti ch1ll1fle ·)f command ceremony. LTC Darwin S. lWde assumed command of the 
".l1ttclion. The outgoing commnnder; LTC Calvin J. Landau, was presented a 
',attar of cormn.enclaticn from the CG, 1st PHILC"GV. 

(2) There were no vehicle or aircraft accidents affecting combat 
:>erati~ns. 

(3) No significant problems were encauntered in I:'4JY of the unit moves. 

~. (e) Secti·,n 2, Lessons Lenrnedl CCJ!1lIllanders Obsarvati -ns, Evaluation, 
a..'1.'..'! Tlecommendations. 

a. Personnel 

(1) Personnel inforLu.tion c(\verage 

(a) mSffiVitTION: A requirement exists f-.T proper and ccmplete 
pers01ll1"l c{'lverage of all individuals deeds and erC\Up functions within the 
:Oattalion. 

(b) I>."V:ill]"TION, Canplste and accurate cClvorage uf awards 
cor;a;:lonies, Group functL-ns, and inclividual deeds tend to raise thE- morale of 
:D.l parties eOllCerned~ All ""ents within the battalion should be covered with 

~icle5 and homatown news releases in order to show the productivity of the 
, _ "':tclion as n 'l,1,'hole 

(c) i1EC01·lMEN'ihTION: To',.~"" the battclicn h<ls instituted a 
n"1<spaper on a bi -weekly basis and " c,Zt:;Jlete h"l11etown news release program. 
·,rAws rele:l.ses are submitted on all newly <!ssigned personnel and on all pers~·nnel 
': ;:';eiving awards. it c'1ntinl li:'te pr()gram using the inforr.lati~ specialist a.s the 
".;"l:;" .. iifl.[:.tCl" is -:..~i'1g ;v;i':, t'~! ~',. 1,:1")1"'11 ·j·j~+h Ci·rer infor"!'n.at.icp. ":)fficee fxoom rli€r..~;::, 

·l',,;,;.d(f';"l..,~."r·:, ,":f", tr.'~'.~_:~ ...... (".;.-j .., . .€;€?,,'.:i::"!;s "(.(') ej"'12 '0!:::' ;~--j.i.~,:'·l-'t, ;\l"s~ .. :i.i:;l(~ 0",:~r"";,;;:·.&0 '(.0 

·~l· .... /~'fI:mtB occ=~ .:-,g I r~ ',:,hia the hr.tt.alir;.n. H0:; :t~lC.i":: ill-': i~ P:':0P;,!' inf,));'~ation 

~rogrfll7l be consi',1er-ect "-5 ~>ue of the prime fact""5 in r.tnintail1.illfl the high 
morale .1ispl;;ved by :,attalins in HVN. 

('\,""',,r, " . 
1 I , 
--...,.- ..... ' .. -" 

". 



C.0J:.4F1DENTJ8L 
'(2) Nornine; J.(eparts 

(a) OJSEilV,.TION: The physical manpower strength of the batteries 
mu.st relate directly to accurate morning reports, 

(b) EV,.LlkTI0N: J.ccurate rnorninC' repe'rts from each battery are 
essential for the proper accounting .of physical strenr;ths within the battalion, 
Certain problems have "J'isen in that all "r;'ers assigning 1lJ1<! transferring 
personnel are published hy the conSolidated gr;:up personnel secti'on, There is 
"Uen It delay of several doys between the c.ctual assignment of an individual 
anf. his being picked up on the morning report of the gaining battery. 

(c) ilEC~i,TION: That the grvtip personnel secti(m cut initial 
'Jeodquarters battery assignment ord.ers and fonmrd them to the battalion with 
:he n">T member. The battalion will further assign the individual to a battery 
711\ inform. group so that final assignment orders can ':1e published, This 
'rccedure will eliminate the differences batween actual assigned strength and 
,~rning report r"flectecl strength of the battalion. 

b. Oper;;tiGns 

(1) Use of signal panel markers 

(a) mSnnV"TION: For'."lIi'C! observer parties should be 'BqUipped 
with signal panel markers in addUi;,,, ' . snoke grenades to mark location of 
friendly elements. 

(b) EV • .LU"TION: It h<.S been founo thc_t in some instances the 
use of smoke to mark friendly units locations cannot be accomplished due to 
either the ctesires of the maneuver element cOOllllander O!.' the VC llon1tordng, the 
radio net and also usin~ smoke. In instances .mere smoke cannot be used to 
mark friendJy locati,ms the signal pMel LJaI'ker hes been used and was considered 
eff.ctive. 

(e) P.BCOMl£IF"TION: That units use signal panel markers on all 
forward observer ?&rties. 

(2) Emplacement of Mll0, Ml07 on wooden gun pads with rataining walls 

(a) OBSERVhTION: The M110 and Ml07 self prcpelled gil Howitzer 
and l75l1r.l gun Sh0uld be emplaeer! as close to the eege of the wooden ;:>00 as 
possible to minimize damage to the retaining wall when the weapon is fired, 

(b) EVh.LUri'rION: It has been found that emplacing the spade of 
the l!K'?, NnO as close as possible to the edge of the wooden sun pad 
minL~zes the shock thct the retaining wall receives .men tho weapon is fired. 
The spade should also be €iIlIplaced parallol to the retaining wall to insure 
that the shock from firing ill c!istributed unito~ at the retaining wall. 

(c) llECQl;n1ElEJI.TION: That units utilizing wooden gun pads with 
retaining walls conei(ter the I:Iathod of empla.cement and emplace the spade as 
O::'c)S'S as . possible to the edge of the 'WOOcten gun pail and parallel to the retain­
.' <.:; ,ral-l ~ 

., 

, ' 
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(:3) Individual. fip,hting positi. ,s !'-t artillery fire SUP-K0rt b!l.Se r::~1:. 

_ (a) O:3SlhlVl,TION: Each in':;"!ictual should have & position frOlll 
which to fight from in the base camp. 

(b) EVALUiiTION: It has been found that the adequate defense of 
an artillery fire sup~ort base requires that each individual soldier have a 
positicln on the perimater berm fran which he can engage the enel!\Y. "ue to the 
lBrge size of the base camps and in relatbn to the number of personnel in the 
firine units, the situati'm ma;r require th.'.t all individuals be utilized to 
defend the positi0n. Main fighting bunkers utiliZing .5(; cal nm 7.62I:m M60 
=hineguns are the mnin titrelJgth of the "position, but must be suppl6l:lented 
.dth the firepower available in the remainder of the firing b~ttery. 

(c) -llECOMMENDATICN: That units occuping iOrtillery fire suppcrl 
)o.se CDmPS consider individual fighting positioos 1.'1 the initial pl=ning ;:;.11<'. 

~onstruction phase. 

(4) &tplment of heavy artillery in.il: f,ir"ct supportidirect fire rol~ 

(oIL) o:3SERV"TION: Heavy arliUery m 10 ~elf-propelled 8" Howitzer 
;211 be effectively utilized in the direct support/direct fire role. 

(b) EVi.LUATION: It he.s been found on operatims at Ap T:inh, ~,VN 
rluring the period 13-15 Feb 68 thct the Ml ro self-propelled 8" H~tzer' c:;uld 
be used very effectively as a direct fire weapon in direct sup;)(Jrt of t he 
mechanized infantry in the attack of II fortified VC positicn. The infantry 
had oet-n held up for several dqrs by a series of f-;rtifiecl hedgerow and bunker 
complexes and had' sustained several c;J.sual.ties. Initially one (1) 8" Howitzer 
was moved forward, positioned and la;red by pointing the tube at the target 
and then setting up the collimator, The ,,"·nge to the turget wes a;;:prmdme.tec" 
425 m"ters, All Fr:C c0lllpUtations were ,.~tOO. frem the Tabulur Firing '1\.: 
using 100jR and C factor e.p!)lied to tho '.""!'vers correcti~-ns, On the ;:ftur­
noon of 13 Feb 68 the one (1) 8" HOOtz",,' fired 58 rounc'.s e.t the fortifie(; VO 
positions. On the morning of 14 Feb 68 tilO (2) 8" lbwitzers were t:!.ken 
f-)rl"D.rd, emplaced, eJ1d fired 68 rouru:;s ilfC,Q the position. On the afternoon 
of 14 Feb 68 the infantry assaulted the first two series of fortified hed­
gerows and bunkers <?.nd secured both. On 15 Feb 68 the two Oil H01<titzers were 
again used to soften the oblJecti va prior to the infantry assault. The 
0bjective we.s secured and the remain.ing fortified ?-rea was leveled by engineer 
~)uildozors. 

(c) llECOMMENJ"TICN: The.t maneuver element and artillery COlllll1llnCcr, 
give mere ccnsiderati·--n to the use of heavy artillery in the direct· fire/ 

r!ircct support rde when th" need ;.s indica.ted by the tactical Situation. 

(1) Training of Maintenance personnel on the H1f!l. l-I~ 10 

(a) on.-slillVJ.TION: Maintenance pers'lnnel should ~je thrnushly 
trainer! on the specific proc8cures to 'oe foll'",,,c; when tr('uble sh('cting the 
J11C7, sal f~rr'~!,(OJlerl 175mm gun anG the Ml10 self-pr-Jpellec! a" Howitzer. 
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(b) EVi;LU.i.TION: It has' been fc"mn that the complex weapon 

system, both electrical an". hydraulic, require ex:f,ensive training to expedit., 
',JUsly. determine the ;;r(,l)lem and re;;>air the weapon. !lany maintenance. personne!. 
uso untimely Me'. oi'ten inoi'fective trinl and error methor!s for determining' 
the problem. 

(c) llECOMlF,flF,'.4TION: That maintenance persrmnel bE< thr'lU[lhly 
trained to follow correct trouble shooting pr()cedures as established ':1y 
a;)~'r()pri::te TW s ann unit SOP's. 

C. 'bi.telligence 

(1 ) Utilizine; forwarrl observer "parties with small unit aperatians 

(a) OJSEl':VitTION: A forward (,bserver ;;;arty sh,)uld be used on sma17 , 
·.mit ()perati'C)!ls to insure adequate, tinl'.'. :Ttillery support and to allow tho 
"nill unit commander to control his unit ;;. the maJdmum extent possible. 

(b) EVALUATION, It has !:>een found tblct by providing a forward 
,',server parj;y in support of the 1 st urig<-'·" s combined intelligence ann 
'. c nno.issance platoon (CRIP) the platoon "ommander can devote his time 
"Jopletely to the operation of the plato()n. The forward 0bserver party being 
r.horouchly familiar with artillery procedures can request and adjust the 
cor-tillery fire in a time1y efficient manner, 

(c) ::ECOMl-lEND,;,TlDN: That forward observer parties be utilized 
~ small unit (platoon) size operati~ills whenever the tactical situation 
::,n':l,icD.tes it ffia;y be advantage.:ms, 

e. Logistics 

(1 ) Henyy l.rtillcry Fire Support :Jase TJesign ruul Construct; c.n 

(a) 
stur!ies should be 
bas:::. h0.s started. 

OBS::;nVATIOO: Extensive detailed planninr; nnd engineer 
conducterl before actual construction ,f the fire support 

(1::) EVi.LUi..TION: It has been foune! that II fire SUI)lJOrt baBe 
cDnstructee for a heavy a.~illery b~tter.r i6 too small to cope proper1y with 
the c,:ncussbn created ':1y the firing of the 175MM gun. The fire su;'pc-,rt base 
we.s constructed ,lith inner dimensions of 400' X 500' with £! l.aterite ann dirt 
berm 20' thick aOC lor hieh. The personnel ann fighting lJUnkers were built 
int::. the berm and sannbagged for protection against rOCkets/mortars. The 
CO!lcus8i·~n crented by firing ca.used extensive dam:;.ge to t he bunkers and caused 
~~::~ 1E111rlbae walls to coll!-ll='·I:'-~~r, 

~ '- ~ I~sCOpYJ1:N) '1.'!' leN: 1>l{leT'~: ';-i }'e fire sUP1)Or-t, bases are c onstructc'.\ 
for he~vy artillery, the minimurn. 51,/; . .."et! shGuld be aoo' X sec' to 
insure adequa.te (~istance to protect the " "". :t,ructi:;rl ;:'MoL'1.d sandbags o 



CONFIDENTIAL ·, 
(2) Pielc'. Expedients used for san<!hae;s 

(a) Oi',sEJ.'Vl,TION: Sand filled 8" and 175rnm cannisters and the 
blaek plastic bag inside the 175mm cannister can be used in lieu of sandbags 
to ))rovicle overhead and side "rotection to pers.)nnel and ammunition bunkers, 

(b) ZV;.LU;.TION: furing a recent critical shorta"e of sallcIbllgs. 
the black plastic bag inside the 175mm povJl!er cilnnister and the en and 175_ 
powr1er cannister filled with sand was used in lie)1 of sandbags, In construction 
where using all plMtic bags or pow:~€r cannisters is not ;:>ossible, the use of a 
portion Saves the number of sandb,,£s the.t e.re usen., 

(c) :?ECOMMEWi.TIGI: necoll1!!18nd that 1IlOits constructine bunkers 
~onsin.er using the black plastic bag elY .. . ,. ?nd 175mm powder camisters in 
lieu of sandbags if a shortage of sandb, '.' exists. 

(3) Darrier fence c~nstruction 

(a) mSEnV;.TI0N: Placing a shell casine from to 105_ l'"OUl\l<l or 
1. lc,c,ll1rr\ round over the engii1eer stake will &:1<., to the speerl and efficiency 
f ~riving the stake into the ground. 

(b) EVhLl.li,TION: It has been fcnmd that a 1(;5mm or 106r.'m shell 
. ,,,sing can be placed over the TOp of the engineer stake when barrier fences are 
-0oing constructe"" The shell casing presents a l~ge fiat surface which aids 
in c:riving the stake by a Ie or 12 lb 3lectge hammer. 

(c) nECONHIDF),;TI0N: That units consider using the ClOSing oVer 
the engineer stake when constructiLg barrie:' fences, 

(a) ODSEIW~TION: Placing m1 iron bar through the roll "f 1)a.r'-.~ 
wire and placing in the hinge p!lrtion of the 3/4 tail toate D.llows the wire 
to ':>e unrolled very rapidly. 

(b) EV,,LU,,TIOtlt It has ')een frmnct that the barbed wire c"1.ll~, be 
unrolled in much the Slll!le fcehion as wr .... 1 and increase the speed with which 
a large cQuble apron fence could be constructed. 

(c) riECOMMEl£;"TI0N: That unit c0llsi,!er this moth'Xl. of unrolling 
barbed wire when constructing fences, 

f. Orgaru.zation 

(1) Organiz,inB the perimeter (:efense of an <>rtillery fire SUp:.0rt 
';)ase camp 

(a) Q;;lS£c,V;'TICII: Proper cL .. cFi:"ln of 'iuties amone all officer's 
and NCO'Ii i3 critical in "rder to llcc<>lnPlish the mission of de fencing the fire 
support base c aI!1l 
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(b) EVhU!i..TF'N: The oceupa;; ton of a newly construct,,-d artill":7 

fire support base camp requires detaUed Dll!!lS for weapon and ':>unkt.lr res­
sponsibility and a pljyaical security plru, prior to the actual occupation. 
Prior to occupation each secti"", in the battery IIlUst be given res',lonsibilitiea \ 
f')I' berm positions, reaction force requirements and information concerning 
signals to be used, location of key facilities, and chain of c=d. Once 
the ?osition is occupied the physical security plan must be rehearsed and 
executed as sOon as possible to detect any organizational weakness in the 
defense. 

(c) 'lEcnl·II15N:,.TION: That units consider prepardion of a 
physical security plan and organizatirn f·~r defense prior to positions OCCUP&;;. 
I ton. 

g. ether 

(1) T'estruction of ~oned Fa.eilities by 3urnina 

(a) ('{)SmVi,.TIDN: When artillery fire SlPport patrc1 bases or 
l.hGr facilities are abandoned and c'estruction has to be accampl1shed ·.diesal 

.. ,1 should be used as the destruction agent rather than gasoline. 

(b) EViJ:.ll"TION: f'uring a recent destruction misaion for a 
·'<J.!'ge artillery FS3 it was not",::" th<:t gasoline evaporates too rapidly to 
sat;.sfactClrly be uscd as a burning agent. 

(c) .~::'CGJ{!':ENDnTION: vlhen destruction has to be accomplisher'. 
diesel oil should be usec'. as the burning ? :~ent • ~'lhen the burning has des­
~roycd the fecility the lloles should be (C . "red by a bulldozer to eliminate 
~ facility that could be used by th~, ¥. 

(2) Craaer Jmalysis Procedures 

(a) ODSEaVrtTICN: 
accurate crater analysis a must 
and silencer!. 

Numerous 1'00 ket/mortar attacks make timely, 
if the rocket/mortar position is to be locat&, 

(b) EV;J..Ui.TION: rt is virtually imp;}saible to determine the 
',iraction of attack by the nomal obeervation of incoming morte.r roun(1.s. 
The indivi'iual soldier frequently hampers the location of the enell\Y" -weapon 
by inadvertently obliterating the shell crater while awaUing the arrival of 
distant teams to check the crater, 

(c) ltEC~ll'Nn"TroN: Recommend that each 'lQlllPan;r/battery size 
ceQ,it sel",ct and train crater analysis teams, a:nd tlmt all personnel be 
:fami.1iarizerl with procedures so that the crater will n')t be cisturbeC'. l.'ntti 
after the analysis has l)een completed. 
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3. Section 3, Hearlquarl.ers, :'epm-tr.l'hlt of the 1.rrrry SurVeY Information. 
Crnittea in c:::mplience with US,·jlV Tie,.; No. 525-15 
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