

















outside the cities what a' Viet Cong govern-

ment would mean, The old slogan of unifica~ -

tion with the Northappears to have lost much of
its appeal in South Viet-Nam, not only for the
refugees who have fled the North, but also for
the native southerners who have seen Com-=
munist terror first-hand in the South, _
Twelve years of post-colonial government
have provided the South Vietnamese with in-
creasing experience in some of the positive
attributes of independence, Reaction to Com-=
munist methods has contributed to growth of
democratic aspiration., The populace has used

the ballot box, despite Viet Cong threata. It
has chosen its ownprovincial governments and,
in September 1966, its own National ‘Const11:u-
tional Assembly, braving Viet Cong attempts
to prevent successful elections,

Despite these trends, the PRP, the Front,
and the rest of the Viet Cong, as well as the
North Vietnamese Government, continue to
predict victory for their forces. However, the
claim of a quick success, still made aslate as
1965, has largely beenreplaced by declarations
of Communist willingness to carry on the
campaign indefinitely,
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