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Dear Brother Sau,

. 1. The general situation down here is still relatively calm. AL
present, A ((possibly Cambodian Royal Army)) is sending its recornaissance
agents, disguised many different ways, to uncover our bases and bivodss
sites. They made cuts (in the trees) to mark those places through ‘which
they planned to penetrate our bases, The ((A)) troops at Taky areé’ §¥11T"

there, and have not yet been ordered down to our bivouac area. Firdbldeutenant .

ot

nKrasang" is till staying at Td Sua. On 18 Mar ((70)), (gihe Cambodian,
trqdp_s')s moved to the B2 Civil Health Section area (chi ((Sister)) Thwy -
Ba) to drive us out, but so far they have not conducted any searches,
(Piret Lieutnant Krasang from Ta Sua was also with them with one 8squad of
soldiers). The situation in 75 ((sic)) area is normal, ((Our men)) -
have ot yet succeeded in transporting the gooda down here, but at night, the
troops in Ta Sau brought some goods to the area, It is my opinion that they -
sold goods for profit at the same time they performed night reconnalssance
aotivities in our area). ' C ' S

" Particularly at Hai Minh's shop; tradesmen from the Sting area

bought about 20 bags of rice, some salt, and other food provisions everyday.
_ In Area 27 ((sic)), a number of people had 1o eat porridge, because

it was impossible to buy rice. Some agencies had ‘to borrow rice from tne

another because they had passed some on to this area (for example, the -

Communication and Postal Transportation ((Section)) ). We had no food

. ~ On 18 Mar ((70)), saboteurs burned a number of houses belonging to

the Vietnamese residents in Cay Dau who had trade relati¢ns with us.

2, . To cope with the current situation, pending a directive from -
. COSVN and the Military Affairs Pariy Committee, a meeting was ‘held ‘yesterday
by Sister Ba’'Pinh ((possibly Nguyén Thi Binh, Deputy Commander of SVNLA)) .-
(19 Mar ((70)) )} at the Elementary-Intermediate Political Training Sthool.
This meeting was attended by Brother Ba Thu (of the Civil Health Sectdion);
members of the board of the E)ementary~Intermediate Political’ Traiking school;
‘delegates of ESL ((possibly Shth Straggler Recovery and Replacement Regiment,
HQ, SVNLA); 26 ((eic))s Brotvher Ut Liem of CTS ((possibly Céng Triong' 9; aka
‘9th VC Division, HQ, SWNLA)); and myself. B ST

Al

The purpose of the meeting was to:
. hpsess the situation in.A ((Cambodia)) and gep information on the
mnﬁmtion between the US - Puppet ((forces)) with A ((Cambodién Royal®

 ((Report on)) the overthrow of Prince Sihanouk and the evolution of
the situstion after the coup dletate
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The rightists have completely seized power in T ((sic)), In
((press)) comments, they have proclaimed that they have established a pro-
American government which opposes the Communists (our side).

There were indications that A ((Royal Cambodian Army)) has
coordinated with the US and Puppet troops in some areas to attack us in
Area 2 ((meaning Cambodia - Vietnam border area)). This coordinated effort
49 aimed at countering our gll-out offensive plan during the current
dry season. The new government is presently busy consolidating its
internal organization, and does not have sufficient strength to spread
out ((forces)) in Area Z to coordinate with the US and Puppet trcops
to attack us, But it is to concentrate a number of small forces
(from one to two battalions) in certain sensitive areas for the purpose
of attacking us, especially in lowland areas. A has used intelligence
 agents and informants to collect information on us and provide it to the
US and Puppet troops to enable them to conduct air raids, artillery
attacks, and heliborne assaults against our areas. The local officials
who were previously loyal to Sihanouk are now confused and do not kmow
which side to follow. This is a favorable opportunity for us to win the
non-committed elements in "A" over to our side. While we awalt the '
directive from COSVN, we adopted the following decisions at the meeting in
order to cope with the current slitvation:

1, Poliey:

Hold our present positions and do not withdraw. If they '
«Gambodiln Royal forces)) coordinate with the US and Puppet troops to attack
our forces, we must be determined to fight and hold our base ~camps.

_ _ I:[' the US and RVN troops move to our base area in A, we must
 £idht them and destroy them on the spot. If A conducts sweep ‘operations
to drive us out, we must try to avold them, but if they purposely use force
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0. steal property and kill the people, we must be determined to fight them
80 we oan hold our bases. We should advance and not uithdraw.

... When the situation returns back to normal, we must win over the
local officials, convince them to reduce their searching activities, and
prevent. them from expelling us from their area, We should condugt political
~ attacks to divide the sentiment of the local officials in order to persuade
them to follow Sihanouk's policy (B.F ((aic)) will perform this task).

Conaolidate air and artillery shelters, set up fenoes and.“altér"
terpain features in each area ({to make them favorable for our concualment)).
Limit movement and forbid penstration into ((Cambodian highlanders'))
’villagoa and hamlets by single individuals, etc... ((sic)%

SO ¥ ((ste)) nunt activate cells to motivate the people mot to :
:partibipyte in activities against us, separate them from the local sabiteurs,
_ them serve as 1nformants for us 1n4v111ages and hamleta.




' Make every agency snd unit fully understand thé situation in
order to inorease their vigilance, always be ready for dombat, and
dig combat trenches in compliance with the general plan,

oomposed of ((ocadre)) from ESL, ((Elementary-Intermediate Politioal =~ -
Training)) Sohool, the Civil Health Seotion, the Finanoe and Esoromy Seotdion,
and €23 ((possibly, element of Rear Servioce Oroup 82, Rear Service Staff’
Department, HQ, SVNLA)), We should break ((our forces)) into village and .
hamlet units whioh will fight in their own loocal aress.

Orgsnigations e must establish a distriot wnit oommand committes

Responsibility and ocapability of the distriot units

Reoeive directives from higher echelons and make the troops in the
area of responsibility fully understand them. | g

. Take oommand of the village units and control their implementition
o{ the polioy of the higher echelons in order to sucoessfully ocope with the

(@nilitarw'and politioal) situation, |
Maneuver foroes into a pesition so as to provide mutual support
when necessary. ‘

Report the situation ((toc the higher echelons)) and establish a
lialson system between distriot and village units,

((Page 4 of 0.T.))

~ In the 27 and Z5 areas down here, variouws Z units will hold a
meeting t0 discuss the questions of applying the same {{organisation of ,
foroes as mentioned above)), taking immediate defense measures, and increasing
vigilance to proteot our bases., I am anxious to receive the speoifio direotives
and plans from the higher echelons so that I oan cope wkth the ourrent
situation in A,

I recommend that Hai Sang be sent to meet Major ((name unepecified))
to seek an understanding of his political viewpoint, ! attack him politioally,”
and persusde him not to foroe his men to execute the orders of his higher
eotelons ((oonosrning eur expulsion)) in a stringent manner,

| £ the situation becomes oritical and if fighting takes place, I |
request that the leadership oommittee authorise us to liquidate the "white-
hat" elements who operate as intelligence agents in villages and hamlets.

This task must bs performed skillfully and seoretly and oarried
out urder the closs supervision of the oadre in charge soc as to reduce the
potential danger in Area Z in the future.

. - The nuspcotoa'Y1ctnlmga| residents and people in our grea must
be arrested immediately in order to clean up the areas of Z thyt we oooupy
lnd’te-40~pn4=our'baqgl in case the U3, ‘Puppet, or A" troops attack us,




Please oont.riblh fm -opinlons on, t.h:ll pian

'imwu. ."“‘“
'Reapeot.tnlly,
Morning, 20 Mar 70
/3/ Ba Thanh ((Possibly of

the 180th Armed Security Regiment, Security
Seotion, COSVN)).
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