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V-C AUTHORITIES WORRIED ABOUT INDISCRIMINATE TERRORISM

Viet Cong auth5rities in one district of Military Sub~Region One, which
includes Binh Ducnz Province, are worrisd about losing popular support -zcause
cver-zealous cadras and combatants have wroagly arrested, killad, or conxfiscated
the property of iﬁnocent residents of tae arsa,

This was revaaled in a dirsctive issusd ty thza Secur’*y Section of the
.D=ople s Revolutionary Committea of ths district, and captured in Bizh Duong
Province by a unit of ths 25th VU.S. Infantry Division on December 3, 1238,

Viet Conz forces in the district arz creditad with having "arrested and
exterminated morz than 12C cruel enemy henchmen" and having "educated ead
repressed thousands of others', but a muiser of najor mistakes hava Leen
committed, fhe directive saya. Be scause the terrcrists did not check with higher
authority, "receptive civilians or people who ¢ic¢ not deserve the deeth punish-
ment have been wronsly liquidated” and ths perscnal property of the victims'
dependents has been confiscated,

Such arrogance toward the rasses has "diminished their confideace in
cur virtuwe”, the directivs warns.

it prescribes cartaia rules to govern this situation, They Include the
following:

1) "...our cadrs and corbatants must -z courtsous and flexitble towerd
the nasses; and be very firm with onemy elenents.”

2) "We should atsolutely refrain from wantoaly arresting and killing
p2ople whom we have ot yet condermed,.."

3) fi_We should_? cnly confiscatz eneny Lelongings and evidence for the‘*
purposg of turniné fher over to higher autheritiszss...and not taks them fér
our personal use,"”

The directive was dated Wovember 2C, 1338, and was approved by thae Current

Affairs Committee of thes Viet Cong authority in the district.
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Trang Bang District "Special” Circular

Security Section

VF # LR )

A/= To correctly carry out the Party's political task and enlighten éffhe
people oq;7 the Party's policy and line, several forces in the whole district have
repeatedly conducted attacks with a view to heading off enemy reaction and securing
greater successes, In the recent past, we have arrested and exterminated more than
100 enemy cruel henchmen who were guilty of many crimes apainst the people and the
revolution; educated and repressed thousands of others, extensively disrupt puppet
administrations at the infrastructure, and paralyzed the Z_enemx;7 intelligence
and spy network, We have broken the é_énemy_7 rkeikigemerxan control grip in many

places such as Cau Van and Suoi Sau éfposs. hamlets / and, in many other places within

our district, prospects of clearing out z_the enemy_? in the iﬂnear_7 future are very
bright.

However, we have committed a number of major mistakes which should be corrected.
For instance, we have killed or arrested people without reporting to and seeking
advices‘z*from higher echelong_7 and, because of that, our sympathizers or people
who did not deserve the death punishment had been wrongly liquidated as had happened,
through the fault of the military intelligence section, in Gia Loc, An Hoa villages,
and other places.... In other instances, armed reconnaissance éﬂagents_7 confiscated
personml properties of the culprits' dependents; sometimes we had to call in the
latter to give them back the confiscated properties, We had been arrogant toward
the masses, and such a behavior has brought confusion among the people living under
enemy temporary control and diminished their confidence in our virtue,

B/~ In the near future, we must ssxxmr correctly, fully and clearly carry out
our K“Party's_7 policy and line with a view to efficiently supporting the

K_implementation of the _7 Party's political task while concentrating ifour forces /



-2 .

in the climax phase for securing complete victory,

wWe should therefore:
. 1/- rely on people of all strata, particularly those of the basic social class
and motivate them to arise and join action with us in annihilating dishonest and
cruel elements, To satisfactorily realize these ifabovemmentioned objectives_7
our cadre and combatants must be courteous and flexible toward the masses and be
very firm with enemy elements,

2/~ insure the correct observation of procedures on reporting and seeking
advices in matters of arresting and executing people, We should absolutely refrain
from wantonly arrest%and kithpeOple whom we have not yet condemned as had been
previously done in some place%;anq} any repetition of such misdeed in the futmre
will be liable to the / application of the 7 Party's disciplimary sanctions,

3/- only confiscate enemy belongings and evidences for the purpose of turning
them over to higher authorities in charge of handling them, and not take them for
our personal use, We are not allowed to seize personal belongings or property of
the culprits' dependents since parents, wifes and children of the culprits are not
guilty and violations against them will lessen their confidence in our policy.

c/~ this circular has been approved by the Standing Committee, All addressees
must carefully study and discuss it so as to uniformly and correctly implement it,
In particular, the People's Security network, from the upper to the lower echelon,
is charged with the task of following up the impex implementation of this circular
by various addressees and B exemplarily, thorcughly and very correctly carrying it out,

20 November 1968
/S/Hoai An

and the seal reading "'South-Viet-Nam People's Revoluticnary Committee-Security Section,

Trang Bang District, Sub-~Region I,”
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enemy )) in the {{ near )) future are very br—‘ighto

However; we have committed a number of ma jor mistakes which
should be corrected. For instance, we have killed or arrested people
without reporting to and requesting directives 1 from higher eche-
Ions }),and; because of thal, receptive civilians or peop’ e who did
not deserve the death punishment have been wrongly liquidated, as
has happened; through the Tault of the military intelligence section,
in Gia Lécs An Hoa villages, and other places ... In other instances,
armed reconnaissance ({ agents )) confiscated personal property of
“thE ¢ulprits’ dependents; sometimes we had to call in The Tatter o
give them back the confiscated property. We have been arrogant
toward the masses, and such a behavior has brought confusion among
the people 13ving under temporary enemy control and diminished their
confidence in our virtue. —

B- In the near future, we must correctly; fully and clearly
carry out our {( Party's )) prolicy, and line with a view to efficiently
supporting the ({ implementation of the )) Party's political task
while concentrating ({ our forces )) in the climax phase for securing
complete victory.

{(We should therefore: )

1- Rely on people of all strata, particularly those of
the basic social class and motivate them to arise and join action

12-1370-68 (C) Elements of Trang Barg Party Committee, Sub-Region 3 Dec 68

6 page (SR) 1, COSVN XT544228 (Batch

original,

typewritten. (C) Item #1: Special Directive, dated 20 Nov 8, signed |[III CTZ
by Hoai An, Asst Chief for the Security Sec, People C/2/12 Inf,

Eval: B/3 Revolutionary Council, Trang Bang List, SR 1, ((CUSVN)), |[3/25th US Inf Div
directs subordinate agencies to strictly observe Received CIEC:
the Party policy. Document states that subordinate 4 Dec 68

agencies were very active and had made significant
progress. To date ({period unspec}}, they had killed

100 *reactionaries", indoctrinated many others and
paralyzed several GVN admin agenciss such as those of

Cau Van and Suci Sau ({poss Hamlets)}, However, they
committed several mistakes which seriously impaired the
reputation of the Party. They were reported to have kill—
ed the reactionaries without thoro
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€ 4Ccls are conmpLeu dagainst security regulations
and in the future, higher HQ will not tolerate any vio-
lation of the Party poiicy. Corumen® also points out
that strong actions are tc be taken against stubborn
reactionaries withcuw iosing the sympathy of the
villagers. It should be said that in the coming c¢limax
prhase, the viliagers will play a major role in the
decisive polit struggle.
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