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[Text] Hanoi VNA December 16--Blg achievements have been recorded in the Ilberated 
areas of South VieGr1a.m ;;;:Lnco!' th~ bt!ginning early this y~ar of the general offensive 
and concert~d uprisings by the South Vietnamese Liberation Armed Forces and people" 
Th~ pnpp'~f:: <tdmjnistrat~ve JTlac:l..J..De in the countrysi.de of the delta reg':ons and In moun­
ta ;,n are..;iS has virt.ually heen smashed or paralyzed and hundreds of addit:i.onal villages 
,,-{,d mJ,l ~ l.lms of people'! hl.'Je been liberatedc The lib~rated zone ha~ now reached 'the 
edges of t;,"1e to'lnS including Saigon. RJ.e, and Da Nang. 
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T,;Jl.;,h~.r Ujf! rirst 45 da.ys of t.he gener.Jl ofl'ensi:fe and slmultaneous upriSing. s~veriil 

r'.'ousdnd ,)t~:i\;~~gte tldmli"~Ls of the U,S,-p~ppet;s weJ:'e destrClyerl, 2,nd ~,6 million people 
lil;~'J-;:;U:-r~' frorr' the erll:'rr_Y~5 I'llJe. In QuanG rl'i-Th~Ja Thien-Hue :;:"egion~ the peopJe have 
::'-'.k01T '2on t ,rol of mO:51.: of (h_~ C()T)!,l~py;3idc, even area~ surrounding H'..le city, Of t,re 380,000 
i.nhab'itan'::;s of the region. 5)0,000 have been freed from tr:e enemy yoke, The 170-day 
bar..Lle ~),t Khe S:n-h I'(';"suli:.-ed in L'1e complete liberation of Huon£; Hoa d~stri('-t and over 
~,OjOC() q":cple, Durj.llE tLc ('.or,cc1"ted attacks a~d si,mult"tr.e0'..l.s uprisi.ng dL:ring the 
m,:::n(h ~;-r)d(d HO'Jcml' .. ~r' 20> 1968 i:·he PLAF and pf'ople smashed 284- concerl'cY'ati.on caJ;]Pf:; and 
Ijb~r8.i,~:·d ]~-) viJlages :ina. 51 h'1:rnlt:ts inhc.bi<:ed by nearly 119,000 people. 

I:1 the plCl i.ns of centrc:;l Vietnam vast ar~as with some 210,000 people have been added 
to the liberated zone< In Gla La]. Province alone, 4-9 villages with 10,000 people have 
h~com~ -tn!e" People i.n vi.l~~l.g€:s close to Plei.ku town have broken loose t;,e enemy1s 
grtp. In Tra Vinh Prov3..r<ce i.n the rile kong delta. 210 enem~r posts have been demolished, 
alld ~OOjOQO lntmbj.t.ants bave become master of their destiny. 

Alm'6' HI.th U-:c expansJr-.n of the 1 Jberd.ted z,:me; ele~tioi1.5 h.s.\'e been he2.d to set IIp pecple 1 s 
:rev')lutfor,arJ pow~r jn dlmo",t (:1.21 thl!!! 4-4 ~roi/lnC'e.s of South Vie+~n2JTJ. People 1 s :lber&­
tion committ.ees at p.covince c.nd town levels have been established in Quang T:ci, Thua 
Thien ~ Hue f Gia Lai, Qua.f1g Ngai, Da Nang, Ca VI8.U J My Tho J and Kien Phong. 

Frightened at the past expansion of the liberated zone, the U.S.-puppets have since 
last October mustered their troops in Da Nang and a number of provincial capitals, 
stop~ing at no baroarous crimes against the civilian population. With their resolve 
to defend revolutionary power, however, the people ha'/e intercepted the raiders, 
wiping out thousands of them. and baffling the accelerated pacification program. 

The new life in the liberated zone 1s blooming. The land policy laid out in the 
Frontts political program has been implemented to the great Joy of the 11 million 
people in the Front-controlled areas. Young people in the newly liberated areas 
hav<.! enthusiastically joined the PLAF, guerrilla units to fight the enemy, or 
volunteer brigades to serve the front. 

Revolutionary mass organizat1on8, especially the peasant liberation associations, 
hav& been consolidated, serving as a solid group ['or the revolutionary power. Peasants 
are zealously stepping up production as an active, concrete contribut1cn to the f1oht. 
In sp'its of the U.S.-puppets' wanton bombings and shell1ngs, they are T' 'in,""; >ard 
to put the whole acreage under crops. In the recent harvest crop. th:: ":' ,,'_~nted 

acreage in mountain regions in Binh T:tw.an Province, for instance, went u~ 12 percent. 
Edt.!cation and public health, and cultural and art activities have steadily c.;,c'l'elo:,Jc-d. 

ln Gla Dlnh Province, where rierce fighting Is a daily occurrence, 40 mere prunary 
~,~~~~~ h~d he en opened for more than 2,500 pupils by early last July. 
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Besides region hospitals, there are now two. or three medical establishments 1n each 
province or district. Many villages in the liberated zone have each from one to 
four medical attendants or midwives. 5y late September 1968, 78 percent of the 
villages in the central part ot Nam Bo, South Vietnam proper, had their medical 
staff. In Ca Mau Province in the western part of Nom 50, 20 out of the 46 villages 
have been provided with middle-level ph1fB101ans .J,1!lny,kinds of Eastern and 
Western medicines have been turned out 1n the free zone to meet the needs of 
armymen and the civil population. The output of medicine 1n a three-month period 
now in the central part of central Vietnam would equal that of 1967 for the region. 

One of the most striking features that mark the growth of South Vietnam1s 
revolutionary art was the holding on October 20 of an exh1b1 t10n where more than 
2,000 oil paintings, sketches, woodcuts. posters and cartoons bY more than 50 
South Vietnamese painters were. displayed depicting the multlfacet life in struggle 
and production of the South Vietnamese people. 


