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[Text] Hanoi VNA December 16--Big achiesvements have been recorded in the liberated
greaz of South Vieinazm since the beginning early this y=ar of the general offensive
and concerted uprisings by the Scuth Vietnamesa Liberation Armed Forces and people,
The puppst administrative machine in the countryside of the delta regions and in moun-
Fain areas has virtually bheen smashed or paralyzed and hundreds of additional villages
acd millions of people have Deen liberated. The libarated zone has now reached the
edges of hne fowns including Szigon, Hue, and Da Nang.

Withiv, the first U9 days of the general offensive and simultaneocus uprising, several
fhousand sbrategic tamlebs of the U.S.-puppets were desftroyed, and i.6 million people
Vibeprsted Prom the spnemy's rale,  In Quang Tri-Trua Thien-Hue region, the pecple have
Caben contrel of mest of the courtlryside, aven arsas surrounding Hue city. Of ke 380,009
innabitants of fthe pegion, 330,000 have been freed from the enemy ycke. The 170-day
batile at Khe Zarh resulted in the complete liberafion of Huong Hoa district and over
T0,0C0 gecple. During bhe concerted aitacks and simultanecus uprising during *the

month eaded Hovember 70, 1968 ihe PLAF aad people smashed 284 concenirabion camps andg
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liverarned 13 villages snd 51 hamlets inhcbited by nearly 119,000 people.

In the plains of central Vietnam vast areas with some 210,000 pecple have been added
to the liberated zone. In Gia Lai Province alone, 49 villages with 10,000 paopls have
hecome free. Feople in villages close to Pleiku town have broken looss tThe enemy’s
grip. 1In Tra Vinh Province in the Mekong delta, 210 enemy posts have been demolished,
ang 100,000 inhabitants have become master of ftheir destiny.

Aiorg with the expansion of the liberated zone, elections have been held to get Gp pecple’ls
revolubionary power io almosft all the Y& provinces of South Vieinam. Peoplels Iihepz-
ticn committees at provirce and town levels have been established in Quang Tri, Thua
Thien, Hue, Gia Lal, Quang Ngal, Da Nang, Ca Mau, My Tho, and Kien Phong.

Frightened at the past expansion of the liberated zone, the U.S.-puppets have since
last October mustered their troops in Da Nang and a mumber of provincial capitals,
stopring at no barbarous crimes against the ciwvilian population. With their resclve
to defend reveolutionary power, however, the people have intercepted the raiders,
wiping out thousands of them, and baffling the accelerated pacification program.

The new life in the liberated zone is blooming. The land policy laid out in the
Front's political program has been implemented to the great Joy of the 11 million
people in the Front-controlled areas. Young people in the newly liberated areas
have enthuslastieally Joined the PLAF, guerrilla units to fight the enemy, or
volunteer brigades to serve the front.

Revoluticnary mass organizations, especially the peasant liberation associations,

have been consolidated, serving as a so0lid group for the revolutionary power. Peasants

are zealously stepping up production as an active, concrete contributicn to the fizht.
" In spite,or the U.S.-puppets! wanton bombings and shellings, they are " :in~ ard

to put the whole acreage under crops., In the recent harvest crop, th: i~ = . -nted

acreage in mountain regions in Binh Thuan Province, for instance, went uy 12 percent,

Education and public health, and cultural amd art activities have steadily dovelonoed.

In Gia Dinh Province, where fierce fighting is a daily occurrence, 40 more primary

nlamess had heen openad for more than 2,500 pupils by esarly last July.
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Besides region hospitals, there are now two or three medical establishments in each
provinee or district. Many villages in the liberated zone have each from one to
four medical attendants or midwives. By late September 1968, 78 percent of the
villages in the central part of Nam Bo, South Vietnam proper, had their medical
staff. In Ca Mau Province in the western part of Nam Bo, 20 out of the 46 villages
have been provided with middle-level physieians. .Many.kinds of Eastern and
Western medicines have been turned out in the free zons to meet the needs of
armymen and the civil population. The cutput of medicine in a three-month period
now in the central part of central Vietnam would equal that of 1967 for the region.

One of the most striking features that mark the growth of South Vietnam's
revolutionary art was the holding on Qotober 20 of an exhibition where more than
2,000 oi1l paintings, sketeches, woodcuts, posters and cartoons by more than 50
South Vietnamese painters were displayed depicting the multifacet life in struggle
and production of the South Vietnamese people.




