
NLF LIBERATED AREA OF BIN!! DINH PROVINCE 

Mid-1969 

[Lt. Tran Khen and Tran Fa Manh,47,~inh Dinh Province elementarv 
school teacher, Phu My district, An Lac hamlet (My Than~ villa~e)] 

Government Services of MY THANG Vil, PHU Iff Dist, BINH DIN!! Prov, 

(1) Elementary School: 

D~7182 
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, ) 9' 'IlUs. Th , ha.wt (" lell~ nt l1ry ,Gehool cont~d" 

40 studentlS in thtl first grade, all:! 37 in the HCOnd eracit. 

f(e S of the , first a' rade s ~udents rallFp.d fro!'! s(:\'e" to Len years;' : .. 

he second erade Itudem.s j d from eir ht ~o t~n )'f:nrs. Upon- p.radWlt~on, 

tudents were sent t~ the villa~e school, which 1,11Uf'.,t third and tourth t:l"Ildel. 

ces of the third " raae stl1dents ranPed frOM 1') t o 15 yeru:'s, Ind 981' at -

he fourth grade etuden'Vs d 'from 15 to 17 years. 

11::=1) fran 1000 to 12CJO 

onduc ted'" lh:ca 1:861 t 

-leek. 

First grade classes >1'81'- conducted j. "" hi .... 

I.our~ , siX days a week. S 'c().~ci ,,: rade classea WIer? 

& eUJi from 1000 to 1300 hours, also six dl¥? a 

,.) ~"j 'i:aa wd !lap, H: I. Student s in : rades 01111 and two 1M,. 

I'''quired to pay fro:11 ,00 f'ra 15 to one Idlorra:, of,.i ce a "tonth to tt. 

eacher, ~i"l amount de ,-end~ t!10n Lbe 1'/Cal";,i ot: t pe students' f1lll111.e1. 

he t eacher the ric,," ,,1 " to purcLnse GU,>I>U"s for the student •• 

Supplit:s \r:ere Obtained ~n t ~-e vi!lave, 15&C .. 0dlCe Md Jist las I.a.,o: 12_ 

Books ca 'B f rom t htl ,;d,lcation :;Cction, PH! HI PitT ",. 

(el flail 10 ([1WIP. Students in r,rade one studied reading and 

,rritine . Students in I'rade two studied readin~, ~'Irit inf', and Illathe1ll8tic •• 

Books were not %'I!adily available, so the teachers leetur" d exten8i"'~, " 

(e ) TpQchers. In order to teach s ithc'r of the two eradel, 

a t.eacher I ad to have a fO IlI'tl: or fifth rrade education , Prosj:'ective tlllcM 

ere sent from t he individual hamlets to the Ed1lcation S 'c t ien, fl{U XI mlt.. ' 

for one and ona half nonths .,;1' :!.nnt.l'ltcttOl' en tl'.e i,ro Y'r l1ethod/l 'of teaqh!nc. 

Source could provide no f urther l.ntonnction on this type of trainin" or, an 

possible additlonal t rainin(l eiven at the Distri c t 3ducation Scction. Te~t. 

were usuall3 males from 20 to 22 years of are. Source indicated tt.re w ... 

shortage of t eachers, because few personnel had 1.he required education and 

ability to teach. 

(f) l-!isc<Jllanecus. The school was n ;JGrlllali8ntlT cOllltZ'llQted 

building, apprax 300m to 400 . from too studento' hOIll's. I,ben classes _" 

completed for t l:e day. t he etudents re~urned to their homes. The Itlldllntl w. 

not required to join any orpan1z&tions aiding the VC cause. 

(2) AN LilC Ham ;;lementary School Te ache rs : 

NGtTY ~ TIlAlm CAU (NGUY&.I':NX, THAlli! CMU), taught 1st grade, 22 

years old, 1.65 meters tall, wei r~hed 40k"s, dark complexion, otut-inoh IC., 

below right ear 

IfGUYb.'N THAI{; (NGUYEOO, TIBIiNG), taup,ht 2d erade, 24 r-er. old, 

1.65 lreters tall, wei"hed 4,)kes, light complexion 

(J j School Adv',sors. Source was an advisor to the teacher? in the 

,~ LAC HaIr. School for ai'P rox six months. lie received no training tor thls 

pos ition. The onl3 qualification to becor.e an advisor was a fourth grade 

education. 1:'~' ry t en days, the advisor vis i ted the classes to obaerve 'the 

t €'achi ng methods ,md tte students' comprehension of the llIate rial p1'l .. ntad. 

!-articular emphaSis wns olllccd on whether the teachers came late to C~IS, 
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at the children, and/or tended to be nervous and angry while conducting 
lasses. If the teacher was guilty of any of these infractions, the advisor 
ad a conference with him to make suggestions for improving his performance. 
f the teacher did not make the proper corrections, he was sent to the 

Education Section, MY THANG Vil,for a conference with the headmaster. If the 
acher did not improve his rrethods after this conference, the advisor "'ade a 

suggestion to the Education Section, PIIU MY Dist, for, a further review ct train-
o " The advisor was required to send'monthly reports to the Educatim Section, 

THANG Vil. These reports concerned class attendance; student cr;r'"h"nensio 
of material taught; and teacher attendance, nethods, presentation, and 

lationship with the students. All advisors were directly responsible to 
he Education Section, mu MY Dist. Source never had al\r conflicts with the 

teachers in the schOol. Both of the teachers carried out their functions 
adequately, and only m:\.nor suggestions were occasionally made for improvement 
. teaching methods. 

b. Taxation. T~,," v;; ,TPre responsible for the assessment and collection 
of taxes il, source I s :0,,;-,,'.<: t and villare. Source did not lmow whether 
tre people were comoelled to pay other taxes, since tre area was now under 
GVN control. 

(1) Tax assessment. For purposes of tax assessment in the village, 
all hamlets were divided into subhamlets. Source did not know the criteria 
by which these diviSions were made. The Finance and Econoll\Y Section, MY 
TRANJ Vil, gave each subhamlet a specific yearly quota of crops or piasters to 
be paid AS taxes. Each family was assessed a certain amount to fill the 
quota for each subhamlet. AssesslD3nt was made on the bases of the amount of 
property, nUlDber of people, number of people working, and number of producti 
children in the family. Taxes were payable in either crops and/or piasters, 
and at any ti1D3 during the year, provided each family's quota was achieved. 
A meeting was held each February With the village Finance and Econoll\Y Section 
cadre, and all villagers were to attend. The taxes assessed for each family 
were discussed before the entire group. If everybody afreed that the taxes 
for a particular family were too harsh, they were reduced to the satisfaction 
of the people. 

(2) Tax Collection. The Chief of the Finance and &:onoll\Y Section, 
MY THANO Vil, was responsible for the tax collection effort. Cadre from this 
section served as tax collectors. Taxes were usually collected three tims 
a year, but this waS not enforced provided the taxes were paid by the end of 
the year. If the people did not pay thair taxes, they were summoned to the 
District Finance and Econoll\Y Section for a conference. Source did not know 
the punishments for failure to pay, as everybody in his hamlet, to his know­
ledge, met their obligations. When taxes were to be collected. cadre from 
the Village Finance and Econoll\Y Section went through each subhamlet announc­
ing the time and place for collection. The areas were changed each tiDle 
for security reasons. Taxes were usually collected between 1900 and 2006 
hours. No securl ty was furnished the cadre during these collection periods. 

c. taW Enforcement. taw enforcement in the hamlet was maintained by 
the Halnlet Liberation Section. Security was thll responsibllity of one person 
from this section. There had been no serious law violatiol\ll.,to source's 
lmowledge, in the hamlet. If such actions as stealing or killing occurred, 
personnel were taken to the Village Liberation Revolutionarr Ccud.ttee for 

I subsequent action. Source did not lmOil what punishments were given out tor 
I the violations. Public reprimands were only given out for minor violations 
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at hamlet level. If individuals continued to err, they were sent to the (L 

~illage Liberation Revolutionary Committee for furtber political indoctrinati 

d. Civil Health. There were no GVN medical facilities Within It,Y THANG 
ViI. The VC had one medic per village to treat mnor wounds and diseases. 
The VC had no medical facilities at district and ~rovince level. 
Jtiatcs in tbevillages were .paid in cropS aridlor'piasters by the 
villagers. At hamlet level, money was volunteered and placed in a fund for 
Plrchasing medicines for the hamlet residents. }!edicines were usually 
purchased from GVN sources in the villages. 

e. Reorganization in Apr 69. In Apr 69, the Village Cell Control Sectio 
. n MY 'IHANG Vil was replaced by a Village People's Revolutionary Council aIid 
illage Liberation Revolutionary Committee. other villages in PHU HY Dist 
derwent si.milar reorganization at this time (hearsay). Source knew of the 

asic reorganization,but could provide liwdted information on specifics with 
regard to subordinate sections, missions, personalities, and n~ber of 
persomel per section. 

(1) Village Cell Control Section. Prior to Apr 69, the government 
control in the village was maintained by the Village Cell Control Section. 
This governing body was appointed by the District Liberation Revolutionary 
Committee,and,directly subordinate to this committee. (For an organizational 
chart aI' this e/JlIIIIlittee prior to Apr 69, see page 9.) The Hamlet Cell Control 
Section was subordinate to the Village Cell Control Section. The Hamlet Cell 
ontrol Section consisted of two personnel, a leader and an assistant leader. 

Both were appointed by the District Liberation ;kvolutionary Ccmmittee (DLRC). 
t the time of source's return, the leader and assistant leader had been taken 

to the DLRC, because of a shortae;e of cadre. Source did not know any other 
function of the !lamlet Cell Control Section other than to maintain order ItJ1 to 
oversee the activities of the hamlet. 

(2) Village People's Revolutionary CounciL The ;)opu,lace in the 
hamlets of the village were dissatisfied with the VillaGe and Hamlet Cell 
Control Sections,because the leaders were not elected by the people. In 
addition, a "revolution of progress" had prevailed in the village,.due to an 
increase in population and crop production. Sufficient contro], Was not being 
exercised over the people in the village. The District Liberation Revolution 
Committee Cadre were responsible for the reorganization. The cadre worked 
closely With the Village Cell Control Section in explaining to ,the people the 
proposed net, organization, purpose, and voting procedure. The ,Village People' 
Revolutionary Council (VPRO) consisted of 19 ,~en, who Here elected by the 
people of the village in a free election. iEach hamlet submitte,d the name of 
one candidate for the election which was to he held in the village. The 
nominee had to prove he Was a leader and not sympathetic to the, ARVN 0 Prior 
leadership experience _ a consideration. In addition, one llan"representing 
the people ,and one man representilJg the VC Gove='mt in the ha!fllet, oversaw 
the election for the candidate selected from that particular hamlet. The 
Village People's Revolutionary Council received directives from the District 
Liberation Revolutiom"J Committee. These were discussed \"j th the other 

mbers of the council and passed on to the Village ':.iberation lkvolutionary 
Committee (VIiRC) ,which was also set up at this time. The mission of the 
VPRC was to recruit personnel into the VC ranks, to pros'J.¥.tlH· civilians 
to join VC organizations, and to encourage ,Jeople to increase crop production. 
In addition, the VPRC was to supervise the government services furnished the 
people of the Village. 

~ (3) Village Liberation Revolutionary Committee. The Village 



• 
ration Revolutionary ColTlllit tee (VLRC) was a ppointed bY' t he Village 

ople's Revolutionary Council. The VLRC was subordinate to the VPIC, and 
dministered the directives of the VPRC. The VLRC helped the people who 
ere poor i n the villaP.e, he lped in the collecti on of taxe s, and W88 directly 

sponsible for dr aft ing l'lBn into t he VC ranks . Meetings were held once a 
ar wit h the young men i n the villal"e for t he purpose of convincing t hem 

f the value of the VC cause, ar. •• of the dllty to voluntarilY' join the ve Forces . 

(a) Villae8 Finance and Economy Section . The Village Finance 
d Economy Section Was subordi nate to the VLRC, but received guidance frolll 

he District Finance and Economy Section. The mission of this ,section Wall 
o assess and collect. taxe s in the village . 

(b) FONard Supply Section. The Forward Supply Section was 
also ~ubordinate to the VLRC . Source did not know whether a Forward Supply 
Section existed at distric:tiprovince levels. The section was responsible for 
obtaining supplies for guerrilla forces operating in the village. 

(4) Villar e Education Section . The Village Education Section Wall 

leo orr.an1zed in Apr 69. (For an oreanizational chart, see page 8.) This 
Section was responsible to the District Education Section,and,coordinated the 

ducation program with the Village teachers and advisorll. '!'be HI THANG Vil 
Education Section consisted of one headmaster, NANH (NANH). Briefingll were 
held every three months with t.he VLRC. Source did not know wmther tm. 
brisfings were in etrect at district or province levels. Source had no 
infol'llation es to the nature of these briefin!~s. The VLRC ~ furnished 
advice. Education programs and policieB were disllBlII1natad tram tt. Prov, Di 

land V11 Bducation Sections. All teachers and advisors recei ... d .their l1lidanc 
ifrom the District Education Section. 

I (5) Hamlet Liberatial Section. The VLRC appointed tour people to 
. Lhe Hamlet Liberation Section. All appointments were subject to tt. approval 
, of tt. DIRe. Raquirements to become a member of this .ction were three 
~ years educatiOll, average intelligence, and 1~t7 to the ve cause. The 
Hamlet Liberation Section consisted of a chief, oeputy chiet, secur1~ guard, 
and an unk nUl1lber of infol'llation service cadre. The secur1~ guard Wall 

Nsponsible for SIIttling minor disputes and providing security' far the hamlet 
The intomation service cadre were responsible for the disllBlII1nation ot 
')ropaganda concerning ths VC victories and the duty of the people to help 
~l,e VC cause. Generally, the s action was concerned with overaeeing the 
hamlet a1h1nIlDCi 1I1theolq a1V minor problems thnt occurred. 

(6) Fersonalitiee known to source: 

Chief of the Vi l Financa and ~conamy Section, MY TRANG Vil: 
'; 'JNG (CUNGS); 36 ye nrs old, 1.60 ne ters tall, weighed 40kge, dark complexion 

Chief of Villap;e People's !evolutionary Council, MY THANG Vil: 
I R'ciCtlG HUQlG (TRUO'tlt-lG , HUG.·1NGS) 

Chai ,"'a r of 'li llage Libe ration "(evolutionary Canmittee, SQI 
(SO~ ) , (KIll, ex"ct da ,.() unk ) 

He admaste r, I/ill a~e Education Sect ion, MY TRANG Vil: NANH 
(,lANH) , (KIA, Jul 69) 
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