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ACHIEVEMENTS OF MEDICAL BRAHCH REVIEWED 
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[Text] SincE; t .. € HrLSV;:' f:>!;:"dlnc;, c ou~leci " .. ;i ':h Lhe leadership :Jver the masses' 

an~i-U.S. natio:lal salvaL~ '-1.T'LlUi :1:'d ~_~_tical stru.;gle r:l8ve:nent to regain pOl-Jer 

for the people, t~e prD~cc~i2n o~ ·lcalt~! cf fi3~:te~s, cadres, and people, and 
thE:: ~-ILprOVem[~nt of L1€ people:s ~ ,l'engtJ1 constitute the P::,ontls task in the nedic21 ~Td;l:3r~ 

Over Lie past years. despite all difficulties created by the increasingly fierce war, 
the medica::' branch, under the Front's c':ear-sighted leadership. has constantly 
deveioped, The present mE'd~cal net;":ork establis:,ed in villa.ges and hamlets to 
dir-ec.tly pr·:)tect the people l :::; health '::"5 c:lnsidered a very great at:nievement In 
parallel Hith the deve::"8pment of oedical organizati.);ls in the fields of medLa:_ 
T':"'eatment and prophylax::"s, the phar:r.a·;€utical task has been stepped up tc supply 
urugs in time. 
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Partlcularly since 1963) the p:'arrnaceutic.al task and organization have developed 
-wi th .. the birth of a number of drug production ins ta l1a ticns in tCL€ libera tiOD 
areas, At present. all provinces in South Vietnam possess their own pharmaceutical 
lns ta 1:1_a tions wi th medicine production organi za tions and large medical supply 
storages, such as the provlncial or district medical supply factories. There are 
all types of pharmaceutlcal products, includin~ medicine for injection~-namely" 
filatov drugs) quinine 9 vitamins~ V~T. tonic] drugs prepared in the forn of pills, 
capsules~ powders, and liquids~ dermatological medicine, a'1d 50 torth~ Many 
localities have set up pilot pharmaceutical organizations and drugstores wlth a 
vie", to serving the people and creatinr 6ense of self=reliance and self~sufficiene:y 
in the consumption of'medicine [wor0-;:' indlstinct)~ Mechcal supply installations 
have also been built in legal areas (if' in places devastated by enemy bOlT.bs and shells 
and mapped up by the enemy on severa 1 uccasions ~ 

Under the hail of enemy bombs and shel1s p the medical sllpply Qrganizations in 
eu Chi have daily overcome many diff'icul ties tt) prGdw~e salted and sweet SeI'1..llT15} 
vitamin injections} and toniGs a Living and operating \,mderground and pr:::ducing 
at night under the hail of enemy shells} the Cu Chi pharmaceu.tical laboratcry is a 
typical medical supply organization on a bloody battlefield.. In many other 
localities such as Ben Tre~ Ca Mau, Can Tho~ Rach Gia~ and Tay Ninh, the dlstrict 
drug preparation organizations or pharmaceutical laboratories have made great 
contributions to the production of crdinary and original. drug;:;. namely. filatov 
drug~ pills prepared according to basic formulas. tonic tablets, anti leucorrhoea 
pi1lsi and NT-q powder. 

In the provinces, medical production has been widenedG Some provinces can supply 
themselves with more than 50 percent of needed medicine} others 100 percent. The 
production scope and productilm management methods at the medical supply factories 
ar.e rn()re ample i with a yearly production of half a ml.l1ion ampoules for injection 
and 3 million pills. A number of localities have their own glassware factories to 
produce ampoules and bottles out of glass debris~ and s~al1 medical implement 
shops to manufacture ordinary tools such as plncers~ pliers, and knives fram 
splinters of enemy shells or bombs to meet the requirements Dr medicine produc­
tion and medical treatmento 

'Throughollt South Vietnam [words indistinc,tL there are h..rC' glassi-rare factories, 
<:> Lx medic.al supply Shops. two medical IJ11"9lement fact,,::-r:\..e~ a:1d :nany small Horkshcp 
detac-hment.-s, 30 provincJa1 pharmaceuUcal labcratcries 20 district pharmaceu"vlcal 
lab'~'·ratGrles., and many mobile medical supply teams to serve the battlefield. 

QLlr medicine production connects oriental and c-ccident;a.l medlClnes with the 
collection and explOitation ~,f nharmaceutical ingredienr.s of every reglon. Th.:Ls 
is a very important; task~ Enjoying popular experi.ences in the "[',5e of "the valuable 
treasury of' Vietnamese medicinal herbs~ our pharmacis"t cadres have studi.ed hard 
to devise many good formulas for the preparation of dru.gs "L<;tth local pharmaceutical 
ingredients~ achievlng many good resu::'ts in me.jical treatment with ar..tidi2!'rhea 
pills~ antimalaria capsu.les, tablets prep<)red aocording t(, basi~~ pharmaceut:ical 
f{lrmulas. snake~bite pills, antileucorrh,Jea pills. [-words lndis":inct~. Tr.:.e total 
()",;tp1~t of pharmaceutical pr!)ducts of various types has been raised from 5C- to 80 
percente 
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Despite ~he fierceness of the war» the lack of means for pharmaceutical research 
and exploitation, the ravage or forests. and so forth, the pharmaceutical ingredients 
coming from the "jungles and storage areas have been [word indistinct] ar_d widely 
used by medical supply installations. [words indistinct]~ deer antilers. and 
quinquina bark are profitable for building our original pharmaceutical branch and 
for the economic struggle against the enemy. 

, 

To better serve the medicine production task in accordance with connecting Oriental 
and Occidental Medicines, the pharma?eutical branch has stepped up scientific researph 
to satisfy th-2 presen~ requirements. Ii number a laboratories have been set up to 
successfully test ar-d study some pharmaceutical products and medicine production 
techniques having a great value. To settle a number of urgent problems such as 
[Hords indistinct 1. the plaster-producing technique. treatment of t{ounds. pre­
paration of NT'-9 with natural ingredients [words indistinct) use of coconut juice 
in lieu of [word indistinct]. Moreover, the protracted research on honey, nitrogen, 
and local antiseptic ingredients has brought some initial resultso 

Despite the difficult circumstances and lack of means and tools, the pharmaceut~cal 
br3nch has upheld its role of testing medicine so as to constantly insure and improve 
the quality of drur;s and to satisfactorily serve the tasks related to medical treat­
~er.t.and prophylaxis, 

Under the front1s leadership. the medical organization has developed to serve the 
people in the increasingly expanded lioerated areas. In the past years, much effort 
has been exerted to train pharmaceutical cadres to meet the increasingly great 
pharmaceutical requirenents. 

In addition to a number of centralized schools which have trained hundreds of 
elementary cadres g the medical supply installations serve as on-the-job training 
schools for assistant pharmacists and e~ementary cadres for the pharmaceutical branch, 
Particularly in 1968, the number of assistant pharmacists in the maquis reached 
120. In addition, a number of schools for intermediate pharmaceutical cadres were 
set up, and the contigent of intermediate cadres in 1968 increased five times over 
that of 1967. 

[1areover. a pilot course for advanced pharmaceutical cadres was organized. In the 
general development of the s01:<thern revolution and in the face of the increasingly 
great requirements of hea~th protection and service to the people, the pharmaceutical 
branch made great efforts in the organization of the production~ study, and supply 
of medicine, satisfactorily serving the tasks related to medical treatment and 
prophylaxis 0 These initial achievements resulted from the correct implementation 
of the Front1s revolutionary medical line aimed at serving the struggle and pro­
duction and under the d~rect guidance or the southern civil health committee. 

Under the conditions of an increas-ingly fierce war and in an enthu:;.iastic atr.lOsphere 

.. 

of great victories of the southern revolut1.on in the tide of general offensive and 
uprisings, the pharmaceutical branch must make more efforts to overcome all difficulties 
and to heighten the self-reliant spirit" with a determim tion to advance and score 
many more achievements. thus worthily contributing to the general victory of the 
southern revolution o 


