
I scrupulously read his poems and looked at him with 
astonishment. I could not conceive that Ln his painful internment 
he had the courage to compose verses which were marked with 
so much optimism and affection toward the Party. I calmly 
read a few pages of his poetry aloud. When he raised his face, I 
noted above his chin a long, newly healed wound. I understood 
immediately and asked nothing of my friend. 

Before me was a strong man, able to struggle against 
dishonor, prejudice and even calumnious charges, however brutal 
they may be. Now, all was trampled under his feet like a dried weed. 

Before. me was a man of sincere feelings, with his fainting 
fits, pessimistic, irascible, and even rude, leading a dissolute 
life but never interrupting his activities for the' benefit of -the 

. glorious future of the arts. 
Before me was a heroic child of the Party, faithful through 

all tests, who knew how to cherish his Party and how to excise all 
cankers which might inflict injury on the army's prestige. 

Before me was T ran Dan. 
Before· me, while I am writing this article, there remains only 

a fable, trumped up by the dictatorial clique of the cultural 
world for the sake of a cynical calumny, an unjust literary trial 
by which a serene soul and a genuine talent have been trodden 
under foot. 

Before me is utter confidence in the Party's perspicacity. 
This perspicacity must be spread wherever the safeguarding of 
human values is re~uired. 

CriticislTi by the Party 

Nhan Dan, September 25 

«Important Errors in Nhan Van and in the Fall Selections 
of literary Works» by Nguyen Chuong 
(Although there is some. merit in. his argument, Phan Khoi, by 
wanting to withdraw arts and· leiters from Party supervision, in 
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effect wants to take them out of the service of the masses. This is 
selfish and unrevolutio~ary;) 

The Fall Selection of literary Works and Nhan Van have 
recently raised a niJmber of problems. In the article,« Criticism 
of Arts and Leiters Leaderhip» by Mr. Pha" Khoi, published in 
the Fall Selection and in many articles published in Nhan Van, 
a number of questions relative to leadership in the field of arts 
and letters have been raised, and some truth has been reflected 
in these criticisms. In the progess of our hard struggle to build 
up a new body of arts and letters, our'men of leiters have exert­
ed great efforts, but have committed many shortcomings, 
especially in the field of leadership. This was discussed during the 
recent meetings held to study arts and letters, and criticized by 
some comrades in the Van Nghe paper . 

... With respect to those shortcomings and errors, the paper 
Nhan Van and the Fall Selection have published severe criticism, 
and our comrades charged with the direction of arts and letters 
should sincerely ard thoroughly study them to correct the short­
comings that exist. Nevertheless, it is necessary to show that in 
the opinions and methods of criticism of Mr. Phan Khoi and the 
the paper Nhan Van there exist a number of erroneous and 
harmful elements. 

From the viewpoint of thought and literary concepts., the 
Fall Selection and Nhan Van have not . presented any clear idea. 
despite some notew9rthy points. Mr. Phan Khoi, while criticizing 
narrowmindedness in leadership, has raised again the question 
of relations between politics and the field of arts and letters. On 
one hand, Mr. Phan Khoi said, in effect: of course arts and let­
ters do serve politics, and that is ... hy politics should direct arts 
and letters. But, on the other hand, he broached nebulous ideas: 
I (politics) like you (arts and letters) because I want to profit from 
your art. And, culture belongs to arts .ndletlers, independen.t 
of politics. and it wants to be free. In other writings, Mr. Phan 
Khoi has shown himself dissatisfied with the literary aim of serving 
the workers, farmers and soldiers, and af serving policy. 

The question of cultural freedom raised by Mr. Phan Khoi 
is' not clear in ,itself. It is necessary to say that, whether he has 
said so or not, Mr. Phsn Khoiwants to set arts and letters free 
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from .the direction of politics and, in the present 'situation, he 
wants arts and letters to be free from the direction 01 the Vietnam 
Lao Dong P.rty and the leadership of Marx-Leninism. Mr. Phan 
Khoi does not want arts and letters to serve the farmers, workers 
and soldiers and the needs of the revolutionary struggle-although 
Nhan Van carried a motto reading : « Let us folio,", the leadership 
of the Lao Dong Party of Vietnam and the Marx-Lenin doctrine.» 
This is wrong, because, in the work of leading, if there exists 
narrowmindedness, and if, in the application of the literary aim of 
serving the farmers, workers and soldiers, there exist mechanical 
and fromalist tendencies, then we should criticize and correct 
them; we believe that th is can be corrected. But it is wrong and 
dangerous to toke such shortcomings as a basis for doubting the 
fundamental aim of our new cu Iture. Indeed, if our culture does 
not serve the farmers, workers and soldiers, that is to say, the 
masses, it cannot be a revolutionary culture beloved by all the 
people. Moreover, if Vietnamese arts and letters do not follow 
the Marx-Leninist leadership, and that of the revolutionary thought 
of the working class, they can only fall under the influence of 
reactionary bourgeois thinking. Actually, this is not clear enough, 
because it is necessary to devote much study and discussion to 
the question of leadership in the field of arts and letters. It is a 
question requiring clear thinking, and we will only be able to criti­
cize other shartcomings in a rational manner if we base thaughts 
on sound principles. 

From the political paint of view, the criticism of arts and 
letters leadership by Mr. Phan Khoi ... in the Fall Selection and ih 
several articles by others in Nhan Van, espetially the article 
about Tran Dan's personality have shawn that: Nhan Van and 
the Fall Selectian want ta prolit from the criticism .of the 
narrawmindedness .of arts and letters leadership to make peaple 
wrangly beiieve that the whale leadership of the Lao Dong par­
ty and the palitical regime in the North are dictatorial, trampling 
on men of letters ... 

Of course, Nhan Van did not openly say this, but it made 
such analyses as to lead the readership to draw such 
conclusions. 

We have no right to do this, and should not do sa. 
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... From the point of view of criticism and self-criticism, 
everyone, after reading the Fall Selection and, more particularly, 
Nhan Van, will immediately see that the latter and Mr. Phan 
Khoi have not raised any question which may be indicative of 
a general situation in OUT culture, but they have stressed only 
criticism of individuals. Indeed, Nhan Van does not attack the 
enemy much, but directs it attacks against ourselves. Nhan Van 
and Mr. Phan Khoi have not depended upon the spirit of cri­
ticism and self-criticism to help us correct shortcomings and to 
make progress. On the contrary, they attack us severely, they 
exaggerate things, and use such disparaging terms as «authors 
of crimes », «clique », «collaborators », «this fellow», «that 
fellow», and so forth. 

In the new social regime in the North, it is not convenient 
to wage this kind of criticism. We acclaim constructive criticism 
which stems from good will, which may bring some good to our 
common enterprise. At present, we should encourage criticism, 
but we are resolved to protest against the kind of criticism which 
only causes harm to the union of the people. 

Yet, Nhan Van has stated: Under the leadership of the Lao 
Dong Party and in compliance with Marx-Leninist doctrine, with a 
realistic spirit let us work for strengthening the North and for 
national unification, preparing the way for carrying out socialism 
in accordance with Party aspirations, which are also of the entire 
people. 

These are truly golden words. As a member of the Vietnam 
Lao Dong Party, I warmly acclaim them. 

However, the words are not sufficient by themselves. We hope 
the comrades of Nhan Van will consider whether or not their at­
titude and methods of criticism comply with. Marx-Leninist doc­
trine, and whether they are advantageous· for the unification and 
independence of our country. 

Our people and our party have serious historical missions; 
To fight for the strengthening of peace, the unification of the coun­
try, for the glory and prosperity of fatherland and for the better­
ment of living conditions of the people. Such missions are glorious 
but also very hard. On the way to realization of such miSSions, 
there inevitably exist difficulties .and shortcomings. It is not 
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strange to .ee conflicting .opinions, but the roost importa~t 
thing is that we shoud firmly hold to the policy of the Party 
and the government, the Marx-Leninist doctrine, sincerely and 
effectively apply criticism and self-criticism, distinguish good 
Irom evil, unite closely in our struggle, and every shortcoming 
and difficulty will be overcome, and we will be able to reach 
our common goal. 

Hanoi Thoi Moi, September 25 
«Our Opinion of the Criticism by Mr. Phan Khoi Publish­

';d in the Fall Selection of literary Works », by D.T. 
(There is no need to raise the question of obedience when 

you are free. A man of leiters is part of the historical process, 
and knows enough to conform with his role. II he does not, he 
faces destruction. There is no ~uestion of obedience) . 

... Mr. Phan Khoi has used the shortcomings commilted by 
some individuals to shout that there is a conflict between the 
leaders and the men of arts and letters. This is because he has 
not thoroughly examined the problem in its entirety, for such 
facts can only exist in the capitalist world. One other point 
is that he confuses questions of politics with questions of arts 
and letters. This problem definitely requires long discussion, 
but we can say now that politics and arts and letters constitute 
the same question. For whom and for what are the arts· and 
letters intended? This in itself is a political problem. More­
over, a political line. of conduct should .bereflected in the cultu­
ral field. This fact can be easily found in the reading olabook 
or a song, So there is no need to raise the question of «con­
cessions» or «flattery», because such things cannot occur in 
our regime . 

.. , There is no need to raise the question of <freedom in 
the arts and letters» and «obedience to the leadership, »as long 
as you are free. There is no question of obedience, because a 
man of arts and letters is intelligent enough to realize the 
development of our history, and .the role of the vanguard party, 
and to be able to practice his art in conformance with the 
situation, if he does not want to have himsell destroyed. Thus, 
no one is obliged to obey the leadership in such a strange manner .... 
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Hanoi Thoi Moi, September 26 
'" We can say that the publication of the Fall Selection of 

literary Works and Nhan Van these days, as well as the animated 
discussion and criticism in our dailies (although some of them 
are right and some are wrong) have proved that our regime has 
reached its maturity in the field of press freedom .... 

Hanoi Nhan Dan, September 26 
«A Wrong Concept on Arts and Letters,» by Xuan Truong 

(Politics is the warfare between classes. Arts are the weapons. 
Then what is artistic freedom?) 

An incorrect attitude has been shown in some articles publish­
ed in the Fall Selection and in Nhan Van, including the article 
«Criticism of Leadership In the Field of Arts and Letters, > by 
Mr. Phan Khoi. Mr. Phan Khoi stated that Vietnam today resem­
bles Vietnam of the time of the kings, the difference being that 
now its literature draws inspiration from Marx-Leninist doctrine, 
while the habit of avoiding use of royal names remains the same. 
He said he imagined himself in the yard of the royal palace, 
where he saw Mr. Le Mo denouncing Mr. Nguyen Mo for the 
crime of lese majeste before the golden throne. He then conti­
nued in a humorous manner to· the effect that in arts and letters 
the present democratic reg:ime is by far more liberal than the 
dictatorial regime of the Gia Long Empire. Concerning the re­
ward of (literary) prizes, he also said that in· the time of Ho Chi 
Minh, men have completely changed - all have become incor­
ruptible. 

The confusing comparison between the corrupt nature of 
the feudal regime and the good nature of our regime has made 
readers indignant. Alter reading the above mentioned humorous 
comparisons and his fine words on Nhan Van, when he publish­
ed his answer to the paper each Mang Quoc Gia, an organ 
of the Ngo Dinh Diem clique ... I realized that Mr. Phan Khoi 
cannot yet distinguish ourselves from the enemy. 

To criticize means to search for shortcomings to be corrected, 
to advance our activities, to increase. unity and to strengthen 
the leadership. In reading the criticism of Mr. Phan Khoi, I was 
unable to find such characteristics. 
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'" With respect toa .number .of individuals criticized by M~.· 
Phan . Khoi, the latter' 5 criticisms actually constitute attacks. 
Indeed, Mr. Phan Khoi considers the kind of criticism advanced 
by Mr. Nguyen Dinh Thi as the kind of criticism used by the 
capitalists; moreover, he made a comparison between Hoai 
Thanh and the Vietnamese reactionary Pham Quynh. I think, 
with respect to the nature of our regime, as witb. respect to 
comrades fighting on the same front, we cannot resort to such 
an attack. Such an attack contitutes a deadly blow used to fight 
the enemy. 

The way Mr. Phan Khoi has of looking at the activities of 
others comes from a one-way, subjective attitude ... Heeonfuses 
the fact and its nature, the individual and the group, and an 
organ with the whole regime. He judges an organization and a 
regime by one man. Such judgement is quae contrary to dia­
lectical materialism. Mr. Phan Khoi pretends to be a follower of 
Marx, but here he is contrary to Marxist thought, and he sides 
with idealism, for reasoning in accordance with ones feelings is 
the simplest and most rudimentary form of idealistic reasoning. 

'" Here I beg to present my point of view: There are 
classes in society, and politics is the sign.of the struggle among 
the classes. <All kinds of culture and arts and lett"rs in the 
present world belong to a particular social class, a partieula r 
political party, that is, to a particular political line of conduct. 
(Mao Tse-T ung, «The Question of· literature and Art » In 
this society, every man of arts and letters, whether he wants 
it or not, and whether he is c1earsighted or not, must- auto­
matically represent the opinion of a class, and arts and letters 
must of course be the weapons of the struggle betwee.1 the 
classes. Thus, art and politics are different, but art cannot sepa­
rate itself from politics; art must serve a determined political 
purpose. Whether he wants 'it or not, Mr. Phan Khoi should 
admit that arts and letters should serve politics and politics must 
lead arts and letters. But he forgets that between politics and 
arts and letters there are no profiteers, and that they coope­
rate because of the interests of the people and the classes • 

... I think that no one can divide himself into two parts, one 
part submitting itself to the leadership of the party, while the 
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other part searches for freedom. The artists and men of letters who 
agree to submit themselves to the leadership of the party are not 
people who know beforehand that they have gone astray and· who 
obediently accept this leadership - as Mr. Phan Khoi believes, but 
people who are for the revolution and who willingly submit them­
selves to the leadership of the party to struggle for the revolution • 

... Lenill struggled stubbornly against.bourgeois men of let­
ters who demanded freedom of criticism and freedom in writing, 
in an uncontrolled manner. In the well-known article, «Organi­
zation of the Party and the Party's literature, > Lenin wrote: 
«literature must become the Party's literature.» This principle is 
not exclusively applied to the proletarian classes of socialism; 
literature 'can never be used as an instrument to collect money by 
any ·individual or group, in other words it cannot be ... indepen­
dent from the common property of the proletarian classes. In the 
process of struggle for new arts and letters in China, the Marxist 
writers have stubbornly struggled against the bourgeois writers who 
camouflaged themselves under the labels, «Human Nature,» «Free 
Arts and Letters,» '. literature of the Th.ird Person > ... Writer Lo 
Shin stubbornly struggled against such uncontrolled and deceit­
ful arguments. He stated: « People .want to become supra class 
writers, people who are part of a society composed of classes and 
who., want to escape from the struggle to become free during the 
period of struggle-Such men are only dream men, existing in the 
imagination ~.In the present world, there exists no man of this kind. 
This can be compared with the mentality of the man who wants 
to.leave the surface of the earth by puliinghis hair ... The Marxist 
men of arts and letters are resolved to defend th'3 freedom of arts 
and letters, but at the same time, to struggle against the propo­
sals of escape from the classes and from politics . 

... In a word, from the Marxiststandpoir.t, we should admit 
that there cannot be free arts and leiters independent of politics. 
Arts and leiters can have freedom as a result of correctness in 
political conduct. The arts and letters should serve politics and 
accede to politics' leadership. By its nature, arts and leiters 
reflect the charateristics of a class of society; There exists the 
people's democratic regime, led by the Party, and it is only 
within this regime that freedom exists .... 
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ISSUE NUMBER TWO 

Hanoi Nhan Van, September 30 

.Let Us Struggle for the One Hundred Flowers Blooming Policy" 
by Tran Dan. 

We do not object to being the weapons of the proletariat. 
Whllt we do oppose is the sterility conceived for us, 'the: 
red'llcfion of aesthetics toelelllen/al'!I studies in socialism, 
the fransformatioll of Ilrts and leiters into psyc/lOlogical 
instruments. A successful work of art can never emel'ge:' 
fl'om a recapillliationof the econo/ll/'csill1alion_for where 
are feelings fhen? } Oll will be octing like imperialisfs if 
YOll force LIS. We have the precedents fa indite YOll. , 

The One Hundred Flowers Blooming Policy ••• comes to us like 
a new dawn. We artists and writers welcome it as the salvation of 
our spirit and feelings. Some people eMsider it as a miracle. II> 
reality, this policy is not strange at all in the light of Marx.Leni­
nistdoctrine. 

Speaking of personality in, literature, Marx stated:« What 
belongs to me is the form of my spiritual personality. The style 
is the man ... You admire the endles richness and splendorof nature. 
You do not force a roseto smell like a violet. Then, how can the 
greatest treasure in the world, intelligence, exist in one 
single way? »-his subject was censorship. 

This text was used by Marx to fight the regime of censor-' 
ship in Prussia in his day. However, on the spiritual plane, this 
can be used to fight all tendencies toward restricting the intellect­
ual treasure of literature and molding it into a single form. 
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The One Hundred Flower Blooming policy, aimed at devel­
oping the inner thoughts of writers, is one of the principles of 
the arts and letters theory of Marx-Leninist doctrine. So it is not 
strange to us. What is strange, is that it is not correctly applied, 
or is modified, in the application of the Party arts and letters 
policy in our country. 

Vietnamese artists and writers, struggling under the flag of 
the proletariat for the independence and unification of the coun­
try, are not foolish enough to wish for the separation of arts and 
'etters from politics; however, they protest against the acts of 
the leadership of burdening the spirit of artists and writers wit~ 
superficial arts and letters lines of conduct, serving the ,Party in 
an arid manner and mechanically and practically depending on 
politics. 

Marx and Engels stated that it is a great mistake to give the 
workers something which is not yet perfect. Here, imperfection 
aims at the application of an arid propaganda style which demeans 
arts and letters, and at the use of slogans to replace the 
.description of human life. 

, Marx and Engels believed that political thought could not 
replace the utility of arts and, let,ters. Marx believed that literary 
-competence does not necessarily enable one to write good books, 
!because a literary work can only last if its literary value is approved 
by the masses. 

In the present situation of Vietnam, the revolutionary artists 
and writers and the Party arts and letters are united in the strug_ 
'9le against the idea of separating arts and letters from social and 
historical realities, and against backward, bourgeois culture. 
However, the writers and artists disagree with the arts and letters 
leadership in that they reject all tendencies toward simplification 
of Marxist doctrine. 

Engles stated: «The materialist method will give results 
.contrary to expectation if it is used as a prefabricated mold to 
.shape historical fact, instead of being used as a line of ,conduct 
for the study of history. », 

The mechanical and practical application of politics to 
.arts and letters, the reduction of aesthetics to an element • 
.ary study of socialism, the transformation of arts and 
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letters intopsychologrclilinstruments, and all proposals iiimed'at 
abandoning or reducing the personality and strong points of inen 
of arts and letters in their work,can only distort Marxistdoctrine. 

It is impossible to prefabricate' formulae to judge literary 
work, and it is impossible to solve an arts and letters problem by 
a simple e~uation. A successful work of art can never be ... a re­
capitulation of the economic situation, or a social phenomenon. 
A superficial work can say nothing, nor can a work which goes 
deeply into the social phenomena by relying exclusively on docu. 
ments create any effect on the feelings_ the purpose of art and 
literature is to introduce political subjects by means of feeling ... 
Everywhere formalism and approximatism (Ed.- approximatisrn is. 
a form of « formalism» in which much is done cursorily for the shake 
of volume and quality, little or nothing being well done) are appli. 
ed. It is here that the weakness in arts and letters lies, when literary 
works are produced in accordance with the orders 'of the leadership. 

To know whether they have correctly or ,not applied the Marx. 
Leninist literary line of conduct, the'people of the leadership should 
reexamine whether they have asked the men of arts and letters 
to produce work under orders. 

A literary work can only be conceived in the mind, and 
it can only be born from an emotion in the spirit of the writer. 
It only obeys the demands of the inner heart, and only be­
comes concrete when a fire breaks out in this inner heart. 

«The communist writer produces his work, not in accordance 
with the instructions and orders of a harsh party, hut in accor. 
dance with the orders of his heart, which beats in the same 
rhythm with the heart of the people .• (Maurice Thorez). 

eMarx and Engels always avoided giving orders on aesthe­
tics, and shunned making themselves fathers of the men of arts 
and letters. They always supported and encouraged the revolu­
tionary writers, and never oppressed their inspirations and talents» 
(Jean Freville) . 

... Marx, Engels and Lenin condemned the fact of avoiding 
the truth, the <superpolitical and nonpolitical doctrines,> the for­
malist lackey of <art for art's sake,> and the naturalist doctrine 
which, pretending to be faithful to reality but actually distorting 
the realities. Moreover, Marx, Engels and Lenin were against 
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fixed mechanical concepts, and partisanship in the arts and 
letters field. 

In reality, the partisan thoughts of those who purport to be 
the honest defenders of doctrinal principles have killed the prin­
ciples as well as the doctrine in their refrigerators. Partisanship 
has directed sentiment, restricted inspiration, issued regulabons 
and forced human hearts to beat in accordance with circulars 
and instructions. This is the shortcoming of our young arts and 
letters, and also the shortcoming of the workers' arts and let­
ters theory. 

In the article, «Let Us Examine the History of Soviet Li. 
terature,» A. Ninov wrote: «Command ism in relations with the 
writers, narrowmindedness which refuses to admit freedom of 
Jhought, and the use of administrative power to put an end to 
literary discussion are only hateful aspects of the.so-called Com. 
m,unist people in the arts and letters field. All these aspects 
hegin to appear in the atmosphere of the cult of personality.» 

Lenin condemned this kind of mechanical levelling work, 
and this kind of pressure .in arts and. letters. The partisanship 
spirit often includes the above. mentioned thowghts, and has often 
discredited the history of literature, as in the cases of Cornedle, 
Moliere, Stendhal, ShakesPElare., Delacroix ... and S0 forth, and 
the case of the Spring Collection of literary Work in our country. 

A literary work. is a production of intelligence and thought ...... 
whether we admit it or not ... and not a work of instinct. In arts 
:and letters, vague and hasty criticism demonstrates a regrettable 
and careless altitude. In arts and. letters, narrowminded opportun 
ism' is considered, to, have complied with the. realities, with 
the. historical facts, .but in reality it only scores some·small ad­
vantage,. while in substance i~ is farlrom :the Fundamental prin­
ciples 01 Marx-Leninist dqctrine. " 

In· is believed that this. kind ofcrilicism •. has. fought against 
idealist and bourgeois thinking, but, in reality, it is nearsighted, 
~ the temporarily interesting illusion,.» (term by' Ninord) 'of the 
idealist and bourgeois cia ns. It. has suHocatedarts and letlers in 
pragmatism. A correct leadership, to realize the' One· Hundred 
Flowers BloQmingpolicy".should moreclo$ely acquaint ",riters 
and artists "lith the facts, in order to help them find subjects for 



their writing and help them develop the essential points and the 
spirit 01 lile. Alter having accomplished this mission, the leader­
ship should stop right there. 

« And we should assure our artists and writers 01 the lull 
means 01 employing their individual initiatives, their imagination, 
their tastes. We cannot lorce them to lollow any lixed lorm ». 
(Maurice Thorez). 

Only in this way will we be able to correctly apply the One 
Hundred Flowers Blooming policy. The leadership should have 
conlidence in the creative imagination of the men of arts and 
letters. 

Here, imagination does not mean the invention 01 vague 
stories, but rather a reliance on the realities 01 lile, a realization 
01 the significance 01 the ,Iacts, with which to understand and 
develop the typical characters 01 men and to discover the 
main lacts without going into too much detail, in order to 
assemble them and create a new world in which everything is 
derived from true existence, but is more beautilul than 
existence itself. 

The people will not, as· a result, want to idealize· human 
existence, or lall into naturalism. Arts and letters demand ima­
gination, as science demands analysis. Anyone who does not 
pay respect to arts and letters, who does not recognize them 
as products 01 thought and who wants to mold them in· ac­
cordance with the administrative machinery and the. party 
organization, has unthinkingly walked into the path whidl' Ihe 
imperialists have always lollowedto distort the. literary lineal 
conduct 01 the Marx-Leninist doctrine. 

«Lenin has clearly shown this. Our enemy believes that 
one 01 the characteristics 01 our ~arty is :the; reliltiarr' betwe~h 
com;;;and and negative. obe(1iEln<;e» (Ma4rice 'fhore,). 

Those who go against the spiritual interests 01 the men 
01 arts and letters in the. struggle 10r the One Hundred Flow­
Elrs Blooming movement will cause' harm to. the· arts and lel­
ters enterprise 01 the party. 

In our society, the ~uestion 01 realization 01 the One Hun­
dred Flowers Blooming policy ionot 'so simple and easy. A sim­
ple slogan cannot clear all ,Ieudal and c0nservative minds,ao-



customed to the acts of a bac"ward leadership, acts which al­
ways try to tie arts and letters to arid slogans and to mecha­
nical economic and social policies, and principles, and so forth. 

To effectively realize the One Hundred Flowers Blooming 
policy, we need the governeme1t and Party's help to carry out 
the education of the masses and cadres. We should clearly realize 
the role of the masses in educational work, and the role of the 
instructors and students in arts and letters. 

Moreover, we should remember the government and the 
Party, because on the practical plane, initiative, study and the One 
Hundred Flowers Blooming policy will meet insurmountable obs­
tacles if they have no adequate and concrete support from the 
government and party, such as the supply of newsprint, the means 
of Rrinting and distributing, and so forth. 

The realization of the One Hundred Flowers Blooming policy 
will begin with a hard struggle of ideas, aller which will come more 
complicated questions, those of theory, study, material existence, 
and the private thoughts of men of arts and leiters, will be raised. 

At this time, men of arts and letters will atlain their maturity 
from the maierial, spritual, and I inteUectual points of view. 

, The Marx.Leninist doctrine can only bring us a correct vision 
of life; it cannot transform a painter into a Rembrandt or de 
VinCi, a quarryman into a Prexilites or Phidias, a simple joker into 
an Aristophanes, an ordinary wandering minstrel into a Beethoven. 

These subjective demands on the part of the producer will 
be the fundamental, decisive factor for the achievement of the 
One Hundred Flowers Blooming policy. 

Nhan Van, September 10 

«The Salary Principle., by Y Du 

A filth grade cadre went to a hospital to ask for a tapeworm 
cure. He had divers kind of worms in his intestines, ranging from 
taenia to osyuris. 

As everyone knows, a disease Ukll that can only be cured 
at a hospital. But hospitalsonfortunately admit only cadrll. 
who have attained the third grade and higher. 
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So., the cadre was merely handed SDme medicine to. fight 
.ordinary WDrms. As fDr the rest .of his naughty WDrms, he 
will have to. wait until the day he receives his grade three salary. 
Then, these WDrms will be dispatched without mercy. There is 
nDt anDther case in which the salary principle can be so. helpful 
and ratiDnal in fighting tapewDrms than in this case. 

Nhan Van, September 30 
«We Are NDt Afraid That the Enemy Will PrDfit FrDm Our 
Mistakes " by Tran Le Van. 

(PeDple have been silent fDr ten years. The leadership is' 
iSDlated frDm the masses, the WDrst pDsSlble conditiDn fDr a 
cDmmunist state. If the leeders wDuld listen to. criticism, things 
wDuld nDt be in the state they are in. The Party justifies its 
DbstructiDn .of the revDlutiDnary principle .of public criticism by 
saying that the enemy can turn it against us. But if Russia 
cDuld apply criticism at the Twentieth Party CDngress, why shDuld 
we balk? It is the .only thing that will save us) . 

.. , T Dday we will deal .only with a ~uestiDn which has. attract­
ed the attenti~n .of a number .of .our readers and the peDple .of the 
leading circle: «The enemy may prDfit frDm .our mistakes.» 

... A thDrDugh examinatiDn .of the activities .of the leadership has 
shDwn us that .one .of the SDurces .of .our mDst seriDUS shDrtcDmings 
lies in .overestimating the enemy. In their wDrk, the cadres, d.ue 
to. their fear .of the en.emy, becDmeextremely suspiciDUS, and IDSt: 
th~ir temper and perspective in the wDrk .of uncovering. th.e truth •. 
This faclcertainly brings regrettable cons'equenClls •. Friends cann(l)t 
be distinguished fr.om. enemies, andip son)ecases, our friends are 
forced to side with the enemy • 

.. If the peopl!il'a~d t~e' press had been .permitted to .openly 
criticize, i.1 everybody could speak thEl tru.th so that the leadership 
could realize its strong and weak points in the applicEition of its. 
policies, many seriDUS. consequences could have been avoided. 
The lack 01 public criticism - which never existed except in 
theory_was due to the fe.ar that the enemy might create conlu. 
sion among the peOI?I~. The i.li>t~~mediatY'Qr!J.llnitaliohs, while res-
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tricting public criticism, cut off the masses from the party cen, 
tral committee and have prevented the higher echelons from 
realizing the true situation of the lower echelons, and thus from 
correcting shortcomings in time. When errors cannot be correct, 
ed in time, people become confused, freedom and democracy 
are restricted, and the enemy profits from it to malign our 
regime. Thus, the fear of the enemy has thrown us into passive, 
ness and into a vicious circle . 

... Here we do not want to speak of corrupt elements which 
pretend to avoid exploitation by the enemy in order to camouf, 
lage their errors, and to maintain their position. In arts and 
letlers, the artists and writers have had to keep their uneasiness in 
the bottom of their hearts for ten years, without being able to freely 
express it. Some people think of their feelings as a piece of 
coagulated blood, which cannot be dissolved. This state of affairs 
results from the fact that there has been no development of 
democracy, no development of criticism to channel the opinions 
of the masses into developing a proper policy on aris and letters. 
If the arts and letlers circles had had the right to freely express 
their thoughts, there never would have been those annoying cases, 
which from time to time have exploded like bombs. 

Every time discussion and criticism become animated, the 
leadership immediately tries to put an end to it: «Do not do 
that; it can be harmful to our union, a fact which the enemy 
may profit from to distort the truth.» And thus discussion dies, 
and artists and writers have to keep their uneasiness fast in the 
bottom 01 their hearts. Unable to see the truth, and cut off from 
the people, the leadership goes deeper into serious error, due 
to its subjective methods. 

During the recent theoretical study meetings, artist and writer 
comrades could not study anything, but could only find occasion 
to raise facts to criticize the leadership. In the beginning, the 
leadership tried to beat about the bush in reply, but finally had 
to admit the truth. 

During the recapltuletive session, Comrade Nguyen Dinh Thi 
admittedtheshGlrtcomings of- the leadership ana'then Comrade 
To Huu wentctothe tribune tel apply's miid self.c!ritlclsm. 

Although nGlt perfectlysatlg'ledj 't~e 8(tilsl'an'd' writer com-
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rades still thought that this was a good sign. Then Nhan Van was 
born, to continue this public criticism spirit of theoretical study 
classes. It bravely inaugurated a movement against the old habits. 

It openly criticizes all that people wish to be criticized within 
the organization. There are many ways to criticize. Some people 
used to a serious style of criticism, while some others resorted to 
a satirical style, and even to outright attacks, if they deal with 
grave vices. Of course, in such criticism, distortions and mis­
understandings are inevitable. However, we think that if people 
want to properly evaluate a movement, it is necessary for them 
to see its fundamental significance and its nature: What is the 
origin of this movement? Its process? Its present situation? How 
can it be solved? 

Instead of doing so, a number of cadres, pretenting to fear 
enemy exploitation, criticize questions of minor importance and 
keep silent about the main subjects. Of course, it is impossible to 
prevent the enemy from taking advantage of our mistakes, 
because, up to now, the enemy has never stopped distorting our 
acts and has even invented things to malign us,. 

Not long ago, the enemy succeeded in seizing a very good 
opportunity to wage their counter propaganda against us. This was 
the Twentieth Congress of the Soviet ComfT]unist Party, during 
which the errors of Comrade Stalin were publicly criticized. Not 
only in our country, but in an imperialist countries in the world 
the enemy took advantage of this occasion to slander our side. 
Yet, how can they prevent the str13ngtheningand development of 
the Soviet Communist Party and the ..;orld Forces of peace and 
democracy, once the latter are free of their past errors, and 
begin to enter a new phase? 

... Some people say: In the U.S.S.R. there is no struggle 
for the unification of the country, so the people can do this. In 
our country, the situation is still confused, and we have no right 
to make it more confused. '. 

Those people want to say that open criticism can only cause 
more 'difficulty for our struggle .for the .unification of the 
cpuntr;'. We . think this is wrong. If the criticism of Stalin is 
exploited by the enemy-'and indeed the enemy has profited 
from it - the whole revolutionary enterprise of the world is 
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affected. Did not the U.s.S.R ... think this over? Of course, the 
U.s.S.R. thought it over, and it made its decision, because it had 
weighed the good and the bad, finding criticism to be a great 
advantage and the enemy exploitation only a small disadvantage. 

Concerning our cultural movement, we should admit that 
our arts and letters, after about twelve years of the democratic 
republic regime, that is, nine yetlrs of resistance and more than 
two years of peace, have developed considerably. The new move­
ments of the U.S.s.R. and China have favorably influenced our 
arts and letters. The old leadership can no longer cope with this 
development. The relations between the leadership and the arts 
and letters circles now include contradictions. These contradictions 
are only signs of what people call« crises of maturity .• The sen­
sational discussions during the study meetings, and the daring 
articles recently published in some papers have reflected this 
crisis. The movement can commit errors of the leadership in' 
order to build up' a new line of conduct complying with the new 
situation. Of course, the enemy may take advantage of this' 
open criticism and the expo_ure of our errors, as in the case of' 
the criticism of Stalin, but the advantage will be great and disad­
vantage will be small. 

If we do noL·see it this way, if we only see the top and not 
the roots of the tree, and continue to devote an our attention to 
some errors of the masses and to enemy exploitation, we will 
certainly incur disadvantages. This narrowminded concept will 
bring about narrowminded-~cts. Here, we beg to say frankly that 
these days the leaderohip exhibits a tendency toward isolation and 
has aligned itself against Nhan Van. II this tendency continues, 
the conse~uences will be: Restriction . of'democatic . freedoms; 
restriction of public criticism; friends and enemies will" not be 
distinguishable; isolation of the leadership Irom the masses. 
Thus, . we will fall into the clever' trapS 01 the enemy;' thus, we 
will be exploited by the enemy. 

Public criticism is a revolutionary task. It is an indispensable 
means of educating the masses; At the same time, it profits from 
the pressure of the masses toward correcting shortcomings which 
the internal struggleo! the'Party a'nd governmental organ'izations 
cannot resolve: . SuperfiCial observations arid incorrect attitudes' 
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of the 'critics will be gradually correeled, 'People should not make 
such a great noise about this malter of' minor importance that 
they ignore ~uestions of great importance, 

To conclude, I beg to borrow the statement of Comrade 
Dang Tieu' Binh: In the struggle to realize fully the party policy 

. with respect to the people, to struggle against the feudalist dis­
ease, close cooperation with notable people outside the party 
and the partici'pation 'of these people in our struggle are of great 
significance. Our mission is to truly strengthen the relations be­
tween the leadership and the masses, ahd t"have the democratic 
principles and line of conduct of the party fully carried out from 
every point of' view. 

Nhan Van, September 30 

«Question of Principle', by Y Du •. 

A comrade had his leg horribly bucned by boiling water. He 
was immediately taken to Bach Mai hospital. The hospital refused 
to admit him because of a 'question of principle.' 

The cadre was then sent to the Phu Doan hospital, which 
also ruled it impossible to admit him, because of a question of 
principle. 

There.fore, we can now see that there exists a new disea­
se which can .quickly kill people like the ,plague. It is the 
«principle» disease. And, it seems that there is so far no hos­
pital thinking 0.1 'curing this disease. 

Nhan Val), September 30 

«Answer 10 Comrade Nguyen Chuong· and Nhan Dan », by 
Hoang Cam, Huu loan· and Tran Duy. 

(The major part of this article is a point for point refutation 
0.1 Nguyen Chuong;s altack, and tend~ to be merely te~hnical. 
Only the last part contains new controversial material) . 

... T 0 conclude, we beg to n'ote our uneasiness with respect 
to the attitude of Comrade Nguyen Chuoogand Nhan Dan: 
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One':""Comrade Nguyen Chuong is a high propaganda train­
ing cadre, and Nhan Dan is the organ of the Party Central 
Committee. 

During the pa.t few year" the arts and letters leader­
ship committed many mistakes. Comrade Nguyen Chuong arid 
Nhan Dan either do not know of them or, if they do, they 
are not prepared to make any criticism to correct them. 

Today, we are obliged to bring them before the' public, 
because people persist in refusing to listen to our opinions, 
and Comrade Nguyen Chuong and Nhan Dan try to accuse 
and threaten us. 

Do Comrade Nguyen Chuong and Nhan Dan realize the:r 
shortcomings with respect to the confidence of the Party and 
the masses? 

T wo- The case of the Spring Selection of literary Works 
was criticized long ago by the Party Central Committee, and 
still the arts and letters leadership clique maintains silence and 
refuses to reslore honor to T ran Dan. 

By keeping silent about this inadmissible state ot affairs, 
do Comrade Nguyen Chuang and Nhan Dan realize their short­
comings with respect to the confidence of the Party and the 
masses? . 

Three~ The study meetings of the arts and letters circles 
last August were truly stiff fights by more than three hundred 
writers and artists. Of course, Comrade Nguyen Chuang and 
Nhan Dan were well aware of the development of the situation, 
the criticism of the arts and letters leadership clique, the in­
trenchment of the Party Central Committee, the roundabout re­
capitulative report of Nguyen Dinh Thi,the .energet;c discussi",n 
of Nguyen Huu Dang, the slight self-criticism of To Huu, the 
proposals of artist and writer comrades and so on. And still the 
arts ·and letters leadership clique stubbornly continue. to' keep 
silent, and does not publish any news about these study meetings 
and the recapitulative meeting on its paper Van Nghe. The arts 
and letters leadership does not want any petition from the artist 
and writer comrades and does not even deign to answer them. 
(Issue number one of Nhan Van was published only one month 
after the recapitulative meeting.) 
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Do Comrade Nguyen Chuong and Nhan Dan realize their 
shortcomings with respect to the confidence of the Party anel 
the masses by sharing in maintaining this unforgivable silence?' 

Four -In its first issue, Nhan Van stated that it submits. 
itself to Party leadership. These are sincere words, issuing from 
the revolutionary spirit an~ the confidence in the Party of hun­
dreds of artists and writers and intellectuals who have followed 
the revolution for tens of years or who have at least participated 
in the resistance for nine years. When they open their mouths, 
they address themselves to the Party Central Committee, to the 
people of the North and the South and to the world. 

Are Comrade Nguyen Chuong and the paper Nhan Dan 
authorized by the Party Central Cammittee to attack our statement 
of union and of subordination to the Party, to threaten us and to 
despise us by considering our forward as a libel? Is it true that 
Comrade Nguyen Chuong and Nhan Dan intend to create a 
situation of synthetic opposition in preparation for anoth~r case 
like that of the Spring Selection? 

By creating a large gulf between the Party Central Committee 
and the majority of artists and writers and intellectuals, do 
Comrade Nguyen Chuong and Nhan Dan realize their shortcomings 
with respect to the confidence of the Party and the masses? 

Five - From the agrarian reform activities and the census 
operations, and from the case of the Spring Selection itself, 
we have learned a bitter lesson, for which we paid in tears. 
and blood: Political slanderous arguments only create tense 
situations, destroy freedom and .democracy, separate the Party 
from the masses, undermine.all good policies and soil our regime. 

All classes of the people unanimously con.demned sucf. 
dangerous contentiousness long ago. 

Yet, today, Comrade Nguyen Chuang and Nhan' Dan con­
tinue to use such tactics, so do they realize shortcomings witf. 

. respect to the Party and the masses? . 
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Nhan Van, September 10' 

«Partisanship In Arts and Letters,» by T ian Cong 

(We are g",wing apart with peace, Salidarity is disappearing. 
We don't have much to hold' us tagether. We lack a solid the­
oretical base far unity. The masses tend ta be subjective, avaiding 
dialecticians. Peaple are breaking up under the lack of a unifying 
idealagy.Oppression is na remedy. Furthermare we are all 
partisan, and partisanship is a realevi!. It accaunts for the cult 
of the individual, bland subservience to authority, favoritism, cor­
ruptian, log-rolling.) 

Speaking of arts and letters, one often thinks .of the various 
schools, of the polemic controversies which aim at enriching the 
-cultural .treasure of mankind. ' 

It is truly painful when we have tadeal with the questian of 
partisanship. It is not a simple ~uestion, which can be solved 
within'the .organization as stated by Thuc Dai a few days ago. The 
truth is that it is nat as easy as he beiieves. This is a serious 
phenomenon in arts and letters, because it cancerns a large 
number of peaple in the leadership. 

During the resistance, people were clase ta one another. 
Wearing the same kind of maroan shirt, sitting by the side .of 
the raad and smoking the same pipe, the man .of arts and 
leHers mutually shared their hardships. During the recent reca· 
piltulative session, Camrade T a Huu himself admitted that 
during the past twa years he has nat had clase cantact with 
the artists and 'writers. This is a sign that the leadership is far 
apart fram the arts ald letters circle. So, how can the leadership 
understand their mental inclinations? Ins'ructions issuing frol)1 
the higher echelons are .only vague a,nd da not comply w tn the 
situatian. Mareaver, at his ;ide, Camr~de T a Huu has narraw­
minded callabarators, sa the ~amplaints .of the arl s and letters 
circle are cansidered as camplaints 01 discantented peap!e. 

One cause .01 partisanship is the lack 01 theary. The paeple 
of the arts and lelters leadership have had ta unite inta a solid 
blac to strengthen their positian, ta face the masses of artists and 
writers, because the laUer have na legitimate thearetical back­
graund to .operate from. Thus, the leaders have nat «restared ta 
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the masses all that belongs to the masses.» They often judge 
things ... with a kind of idealist subjectivism. This kind of Subject­
ive thinking is very dangerous, because it relies on vague feel~ 
ings instead of dialectics . 

... Comrade Hoai Thanb said that alter he had read« Victory 
is Certain» he first thought that it reflected only a vague state of 
mind, but afterwards he decided .that it was truly slanderous. 

It is possible that there exist non-partisan I.eaders, but they 
have no ability to solve the problems raised by the arts .and let­
ters masses, and must side with the partisan bloc in opposing the 
plain comrades. This was the case in the army cultural. office ... 
when the artist and writer ·comradespresented a proposal on 
arts and letters policy-which included points on the relations 
between arts and letters and politics, the development of the 
One Hundred Flowers Blooming movement, and necessary con­
ditions for living standards of artists and. writers-a number of 
the leadership in the army (incltldingsome artists and writers) 
became confused, because they did not appreciate the normal 

. advance of events and did not know. where this proposal led. Later 
on, after reexamining his errors, one.of those leaders sincerely 
said: «When you presented the proposal, I thought you were 
right. But when the higher echelons told me you were .wrong, I 
thought the. higher echelons were right >. . 

Then, oppression and. division )Vere applied to.~olve tb!' 
matter, as in the case. ,;~l ,.tioa! ~han,h, wh.;> sajq,:<ln Jh~ 
work of directin~, .the· flle~Yn\l".1 .\'l~rted\f! IS91(l,te,Trainp~n 
and win ·to my side th.e,·o\h~r.wri.\ers who ~9ntribu.te,d: \.;> thEl 
Spring Colle<;tion >. The policy.aimed at getting a large nt/m­
ber of peoji>le to put pressure on one man. 

The second cause of, partisanship is the cult, of the indi­
vidual. When people have insufficiently sound arguments' and 
.when. their thinking is, idealistic and subjective, they have to 
·acc~pt the opinions of·the higher ec~elons. Thus,a vagHe 
stale,men,t of a high cadfP.maY,. ,be ·~reat~9,as. anproder ,IJY 
p~p:~!e practicin(!,the~ult orJ~e)9~ilfi~u~1. ,Indlli~dbi~ ;Je~d~[,:9J 
t~~ arl)W,arIJand lel\~)s''lHice:~~i~,,,: ~In .,sa~~.Si wh~11I m¥.'Pji>r 
inipn? .afldL,~be 'lRip,i9.?1' I of .. t~e,:hi\Jh~r ~.ch!ll,!,ps <;9f)~r.a?i~\.-(!la.cb 
other, I always listen to the opinions of the higher echelons ». 
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Here we do not want to cite the cases of some artists and 
writers of the army who seek to profit .from the leaderhip by 
practicing partisanship, making false reports and trying to un· 
dermine the development of the cultural movement in the army. 
Why do we not see the two important books, «The Human 
Tide» by T ran Dan and «Escape' from Poulo Condore» by 
Phung Quan among the books sent to friendly countries to 
inform them about the heroic Vietnamese armed forces, ins· 
tead of a number of books by partisan members, books dis. 
liked by all the troops? 

Another noteworthy fact: T u Nam profited from his position 
to order the army publishing house to print tens of thousands of 
copies of the book, «We Have Lost Our Children and Grandchil. 
dr.en,» written by himself. Is this an abuse? Indeed, some time 
before, the same book was rejected by a publisher because. it was 
worthless. 

Although in the article, «Some Shortcomings in the Lead. 
ership, » printed in Van Nghe, N° 140, Nguyen Dinh Thi did not 
say that there is partisan hip in the arts and leiters field till he had 
to admit that «A small number of leaders have permitted them. 
selves to become self·satisfied and dictatorial,» and that «the 
leadership is becoming an isolated faction in which members look 
out only for one another.» If one commits an error.; the rest 
easily forgive him, insteadof trying to correct it, or performing a 
self.criticism before the public. We admit that this partisanship in 
arts and leiters was not, in' t~e beginning, born of abuses. How. 
ever, because. of the facts recognized by Comrade Thi and others 
revealed by hundreds of artist and writer comrades during the 
study sessions last August, everyone is award now of this parti. 
sanship. It is now time to lind out how to cure the disease. We 
must not prolong this sorry state of affairs. 

Our party has complete experience in the struggle, our Cen. 
tral Committee includes prominent children of the people, so how 
cansuch a confused situation arise? Wethink the main cause of 
this state of affairs is th~t partisanship in the intermediate ranks 
separated the central commit.tee from the masSI/$. We a/so admit 
that our Party has no ,settled, arts' ,and letters .po/icy,. /f the inter. 
mediary people had done their duty in a btoedminded and revo/. 
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utionary spirit, and if they had known ho" to support others 
instead of trying to camouflage their own shortcomings, this 
confused situation could never have arisen. 

In past years, if they had been faithful to the masses, and 
had received support from the masses, and had they not rejected 
constructive ideas of the masses and not listened to flatterers, 
we all could have produced better work for the people and 
helped the cenh al committee devis'e an arts and letters policy. 

Because of this state of affairs, our artl and letters move­
ment made no progress, friendship among the artists and writers 
declined, many young writers were forgotten, the dignity of 
artists and writers was not respected, and the living conditions 
of the artists and writers was abnormal. Arts and Jetters, which 
helong to the masses, must be restored to the masses. The party 
should give them initiative, and help them develop arts and letters. 
The people responsible for arts and letters must listen to the 
opinion of the masses, to correctly carry out the policy of the 
Party and cause it to comply with the requirements of the masses. 

The artist and writer comrades do not expect anything more 
than a faithful altitude on the part of the leadership, to build 
together 8. prosperous culture for our people. The present storm 
must subsi'de, so that we will be able to speak of production of 
more work and preparation for the forthcoming arts and letters 
national congress. The leadership should have a positive policy, 
partisanship should be eliminated, and thus, the central committee 
will be able to contact arts and letter~ people and direct them 
with justice. 

Nhan Van, September 30 

Leiters to the Editor. 

« Nhan Dan has published bitter criticism of the Fall Selec­
tion of literary Works and Nhan Van. I think this is premature, 
because in the One Hundred Flowers Blooming movement, the 
voice of the party constitutes the most representative 'voice, whic~ 
attracts the confidence of the masses. To pu~lish this criticism is 
just like allowing people to speak, and at the same time closing 
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their mouths • (Nguyen T tian," student of the Faculty oi Letters.) 
« In this situation, I want to repeat for Nhan Van a sentence 

of Pushkin : « The scientists, and writers' army must always stand 
against all attacks on civilization. They should not quake with fear 
at the thought that they will be 'the first to endure blows, adversi­
ty and danger» ... (Qu<ing Phong, painter) 

, . Nhan Van, September 50 

«To Fortify the lungs Or the Kindeys - There's No Difference. 
by Y DU 

Returning from a mission, a cadre received a purchasing cou­
pon. As he had chronically weak lungs, we went to the state 
owned drugstore. 

Regulations require that people must buy goods which exactly 
correspond in price, to the a~ount specified on the coupon. After 
some shopping, he noticed that the balance of his coupon was 
sufficient to buy a bottle of lung tonic, and that the coupon 
'would expire soon. ' , , 

He asked the woman clerk: « Please give me a bottle of tonic 
for lungs. » 

«We no longer have tonic for lungs, only for kidneys " 
'the clerk said, and she grinned. The cadre himself grinned back. 

Alter some hesitation, he agreed to buy a bottle of tonic for 
kidneys, fa use up the amount on his coupon. 

Outside the store, he said to himself:« Who knows? Maybe 
my kidneys are also weak. It is better to fortify my kidneys than' 
to let my coupon expire. Then, neithequy lungs, nor my kidneys 
would be fortified. Anyway, it's betier than nothing >. ' 

o 

o 0 

(Substantiation by the Arts' and 'leiters Association} 

Hanoi Thoi Moi, October 5 

, '(In which the permanent c\lmmittee of the Vietnamese Ass­
. odalion of Arts and Letters acknowledges that shortcomings exist 
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in its activities, and indicates that a worth-while job has been, 
found for the poet, Tran Dan). 

The permanent committee of the Vietnamese Association of 
Arts and Letters just sent to the press a communique, the text 
of which is as follows: 

Since the beginning 6f the preprations for the second Na­
tional Cultural Congress, arti,st and writer comrades have offered 
many opinions and criticisms of the leadership in the matter of 
arts ~nd letters. These opinions have caused the permanent com­
mittee of the Vietnamese Association of Arts and Letters to be­
come conscious of a number of serious shortcomings. 

The Association has not yet studied them, carefully enough 
to submit to the government for consideration practical suggest­
ions on arts and letters. Therefore, the potentialities of the 
suggestions of the artist and writer comrades have not yet fully 
developed. This slows the progress of the cultural movement. 

In writing and criticism of literature, there have existed 
signs of narrow-mindedness, mechanical style, over-simplifcation, 
lack of attention to cultural characteristics, and to the different 
branches of art and culture. There is no democratic collectivity 
in the leadership, which harbors tendencies toward narrow-min­
dedness, carelessness and individual dictatorship. 

The permanent committee sincllrely acknowledges the cri­
ticism 6f the comrades, and all those who are interested in arts 
and letters. It is regrettable that among this criticism there are 
some misguided attacks, which require re-examination. Two matters 
which have attracted the attention of the public are the criticism 
of the poem« Victory Is Certain» by T ran Dan and the literary, 
awards for 1954-1955. The permanent committee, in its meeting 

. of october 2, 1956, arrived at the following conclus.ions: 
,One- Concerning the problem of the criticism of. «Victory 

Is Certain,» this poem was published in the 1956 Spring Salection 
of literary Works. The permanent, committee found that the poem 
contained tendencies toward wrong thinking which needed to be 
criticize,d. In February, 1956; it organized ,criticism of the poem. 
It considered the author, Tran Dan-who was having some 
trouble with the army ~t the time-an anti.regimewriter. Indeed, 

" 

-7~,:-



thiscriticisffi was superficial, and lacked a sound, detailed an­
alysis of the poem itself, which is contrary to the spirit of our 
ideological struggle. After that, the literary review Van Nghe, 
published a full report on this criticism, and also on the careless 
criticism of Hoai Thanh, who had attacked the reactionary 
character of the poem. All this not only harmed the honor of 
T ran Dan, but also aroused many fears in other authors. 

The Premier's office commented on the poem immediately 
after the incident, but the permanent committee members delay­
ed their self-criticism, and instead published in Van Nghe an 
abstruse poem, «lile Is Very Beautiful», by Tran Dan, which 
completely confused the masses. 

The permanent committee admitted its mistakes in the or­
ganization and leadership of the criticism of« Victory Is Certain». 
However, T ran Dan actually continu'es to be a member of the 
Vietnamese Association of Arts and Letters, and is writing poet­
ry about land reform under the sponsorship of the association. 

T wo'- The problem of liter ary awards for the years 1954-55 
_ after four months work by the examination board, from 
December 1955 to April, 1956, the winners were annouuced. 
A number of valuable works received top prizes, and these 
were considered deserving by the public. But... other prize 
works have been subject to the public's criticism - such as 
those which praised the working spirit of the examining board. 
On August 21, 1956, despite having finished its work, the board 
met to recapitulate its activities, and it found the following 
shortcomings: 

One-In examining the books the board paid too much 
attention to ideology, and because of this awarded a lot of 
wrong prizes. 

Two- Work methods were disorderly, anti-democratic, and 
they disregarded the board's relationship with the masses. For 
example, in, examining the book, «The Sta", many opinions 
were received, but most of the examiners failed to listen 
attentively. 

Three-.$ignsof favoritism appeared in considering a num­
ber of books. Alter having extended several times the exam­
ination period in order to find more' books that would' repre-
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sent various opinions, there were signs of fatigue and nervous 
strain, which caused carelessness in the awarding .of prizes. 
These errors were due to a lack of responsibility toward the 
national literary movement. 

In one meeting of the examining board, some said that the 
collection of poems, «The Star,» by Xuan Dieu, should have 
been given the third instead of the second prize. 

The permanent committee completely agreed with the exam­
ining board. Besides, as far as its responsibility is concerned, the 
committee finds that it has committed the mistakes of not yet 
having established concrete principles and methods for awarding 
prizes. The nomination of persons by the examining board was not 
carried out in a satisfactory manner, and the examination of books 
was out of the control of the permanent committee • 

•.. It is hoped that, with respect to the reexamination of all 
the accomplishments of the permanent committee, the artist and 
writer comrades will give us more opinions, so that together, we 
can advance toward the coming National Cultural Congress in 
a successful manner. 

o 
o 0 
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ISSUE NUMBER THREE 

Hanoi Nhan Van, October lS 

«Development of Democratic Freedoms,» by T ran Duc Thao. 

(In which it is disclosed that «freedom» is the absence of 
colonialism and feudalism, thaf the development of the content' 
of freedom is high in North Vietnam, but the forms, freedom of­
speech, the press, etc. are lacking, that und,er the former regimE!' 
freedom was an idealist dream that the bourgeois used as a· 
weapon, but under the Communist system, its nature has been 
chartfled, and'dhe td'i!'al of mdividt.al freedom is the ideal of thE!' 
luture >. It is also discovered lhat the bourgeoisie in the North 
have no complaints, although the intellectuals do.) 

To begin, we must explain the .meaning and content of thE!' 
movement of development 01 democratic Ireedoms among thE!' 
people. Basically, it is an internationel movement, which was· 
initiated -by tAe T wenti8th Congress 01 the Soviet Communist­
Party, and which is being ~uickly spread throughout the world. It­
was born of the great victodesof Socialism in Soviet Russia, andl 
in the world, victories which have exposed the bigoted leadership. 
and the Stalin.styled cult of personality as .. a serious obstacle to­
the development of Soviet society and that 01 the _ peacellll, 
democratic and socielistmovement in the. world. This 'Qbsl;aclE!' 
must be ~uickly eliminated il SQviet Russia is 10: pr~g~ess· tQward 
Communism, and if the world is to consolidate and. er.iIlrge its. 
socialist system. Led by the Party and the government, .. thlt 
Vietnamese people, in .energetically struggling a9ail'lst buraaucratiq: 
attitudes; partisan spirit and the cult 01 pers~nelity, now unGeJ'$tandi 
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the revolutionary policies of the Twentieth Congress of the Soviet 
Communist Party, policies which were communicated to them 
!by the Lao Dong Party. / 

In the internal field, the democratic freedoms drive has also 
,an important meaning. With the defeat of the imperialists and 
the completion of land reform in the North, the bureaucratic 
.attitudes, the partiSan spirit and the cult of personality are vestig6'S 
'be~ueathed by the old regime to the new organization. The strug­
ogle against these vestiges is a responsibility of the people, a policy 
.of the party and an important task to be fulfilled to complete the 
-economic and cultural reconstructio~ work and to ~l\ickly progress 
-toward socialism. It is natural that, in this movement, there should 
be some personal mistakes and some deviation. Under the 
leadership of. the party, these weak. points. will undoubtedly be 
.corrected. But these are only details. Taken as a whole, the pre­
:sent movement of struggle against bureaucratism, partisan spirit 
and .the cult ,of personality is the whole people's revolutionary 
movement, led by thewo~king class and the. workers' party. It 

·aims at liberating proo\uctive forces, readjusting organizations 
.advancing· Vietnamese' society ~uickly toward socialism, and 
oeloselylinking the Vietnamese people with the socialist system 
in the world. ' 

Being a revolutionary responsibility, it is naturally liable to 
of1llstakes which'will be exploited by enemies. Nothing has been 
more exploited by our enemies than our land reform, and no 
-task has been spoiled' by so many mistakes as our land' reform. 
We kn'ow froin the vely beginning· thaI' we' will 'commit mistakes, 
.ilnd that OOr enem,es will exploit these mistakes, but we must 
still contiriue to 'pursue It because it is a revolutionary mission-. 

'In the present democratic freedoms', movement, no serious 
mistake will be committed, because it is carried out through 
'words and writings, and it does not Injure human ~odies. And if 
.o'ur enemies exploit .some details, they will.be hit by a heavy 
'blow - a blow which may be decisive to them, because their 
Ipropaganda' Isfulidamentelly based ontheslatement that we 
·do ndt enjoy democracy - and we have just proved by facts 
,thet we, are' IIVingunde~ 8 democratic regirne. We must not 
il>ay' too m'och .. at!e~tion to '~he details; at ,the expense of 
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fundamentals. We must not overlook the forest because of the 
trees. 

A number of comrades have feared that, with the application 
of democratic freedoms, the bourgeois will «raise their heads ». 

They have misunderstood the ~uestion. Since the re-establishment 
of peace, we have widened the scope of the bourgeois' business. 
We have encouraged them to invest more money in thei r 
business, so their aspirations have been partly satisfied and they 
have had no time to busy themselves with other matters. 

Those who have something to criticize are the manual and 
intellectual workers, who have ~erved the people and have been 
faithful to the party, but who have not been .able to fully develop 
their abUities and to fruitfully serve the people and who are 
still restrained and oppressed by the bureaucrats, by those who 
have a partisan spirit and by th<\ partisans of the cult of 
personality. 

The freedoms they wish to see developed are surely not 
the bourgeois freedoms of former society, the freedoms of a 
minority which exploited the majority. The freedoms they wish to 
~ee developed are the freedoms for the whole people to criticize 
the leadership, because this leadership is their leadership, and 
it is thanks to these criticisms that they can bUild up a reasonable 
oganization,' that they can insure the success of their tasks and 
that each .. of them can actively participate in a common 
mission. These freedoms are their r,igbts, and they are recognized 
and guaranteed by our regime. , . 

The ~arty and .thegoyernment hay-econtinually.appealed to 
the people to improve the leadership. l3uLa~ we are, too timid, 
and we lack confidence, so' critici~rns ' are', not daily and 
thoroughly carried out. We have not, undertaken,discussions 
on all problems with the masses.' This' is a vestige of the old 
working method which reveals their breaking with the masses. 
We must do our best to develop democracy and to popularize 
criticism among the people. The party has shown the way, but 
it can'not replace .us: Freedom is not something which can be 
granted . 

. " Executing the resolutions of the Twentieth Congress of the 
Soviet Communist Party, answering the appeal of the Lao-
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Dong Party and endorsing the movement of development of 
Democratic freedom in the friendly people's democratic countries, 
the Vietnamese intellectuals have an important mission to ful­
fill. In the field of cultural activities, they need freedom as 
they need air to live. Without freedom, they cannot create artis­
tic or literary works, carryon scientific experiments or improve 
their techniques. The developmeNt of freedom is a necessary 
requirement, and, at the same time, the primary responsibility 
of the intellectuals as well as of the whole people. 

Now, we have to differentiate the content of freedom 
from its form. In the aspect orcontent, our regime is fundament­
ally and truly free. In the North,the imperialis!s and feudalistJ 
were overthrown, and although some bourgeois methods of ex- , 
ploitation still survive, with the people's administration and 
under the leadership of the working class and the workers' party, 
the foundation is laid to guarantee the future. Undoubtedly we! 
will progress toward socialism and communism, and will enjoy 
all freedoms. 

But, in the aspect of form, there have bee~ some short; 
comings, and this point is,more important because 'It is in fact 
the forms of freedom which insure a complete w~tribution by 
each citizen t~ the 'common mission. Without these forms of 
freedom, we cannot apply the principles of coll.active leadership, 
we cannot fully HbElrate Ih\9 Creative forces, of the masses, and 
we cannot develop the initiatives 01 the economic ~nd culturai 
orga n izations. 

The Twentieth Congress 01 the Soviet Communist party 
revealed the disastrous consequences ofa leadership which 
violates the forms of freedom. Though the cult of personality 
could not eliminate the truly democratic substances and the good 
qualities of Soviet society, In which there Is no exploitation of 
men, because for a certain period the forms 01 freedom were not 
guaranteed the development 6f organization of study and creation, 
such as the prganization of social sCiElnee, according to Comrade 
Mlkoyan' s report~ were almost para Iyzed. the forms 6f freedom 

arEl not .purely form~l. They~~,v~~~~r,t~d"a,i !l.~Mat.\~f,l~e,npe ~h 
th~ reahty of soclely~' thougn tHevhoye, nof c~anged It~ 
fundamental' subsNlnce. o P,,'. ',',(n •• 'i',,' • ,,' , 



Land reform has been completed in the Northern paft of our 
country. Now it is time t9 progres; toward socialism. There is 
only one way. Either you"advance, or you retreat. The main con­
dition for progressing forward consists in quickly building up the 
economic and cutural organizations necessary for collective 
production. Since the re-establishment of peace, reconstruction 
work has been seriously hindered, in almost all branches, by the 
bureaucrats, by those who have the partisan spirit, and by the 
partisans of the cult of personality. The development of forms of 
freedom (freedom of press, of speech, of assembly and so on), 
is the main task aimed at liberating the people's creative forces 
and at exploiting and throwing into relief the rich and democratic 
sub,tance we have acquired. In the struggle for national unification 
through peaceful means, this is also an important element in the 
Widening of the fatherland front and the winning of a wide 
approval 01 the compatriots in the South and the people, thorough­
out the world. 

A form of freedom is individual free~om. Under the old 
regime, its basis was an .idealist dream which the bourgeois .used 
as an intellectual instrument, to ~xploit the working class. But 
under OUl regime, its nature has ,been changed, and it has a true 
value. Individuals must obey the community, but the community 
is formed of individuals and individual freedom under the people's 
legal principles in a condition enabling each individual to contri­
bute actually to the building up of the community. According 
to the recent situation in the world, the ideal of individual 
freedom is the ideal of the future, and the communist ideal is 
becoming a historic reality in Sdviet Russia. ,The full, development 
of individual freedom is a goal which becomes more and more 
concrete. With the bliilding up of a genuine communist society 
in Soviet RUSsia" in which there, will be no distinction of classes, 
the government will. dissolve itself, and each individual will freely 
develop his strong p0ints, will work according to his abilities; 
and will receive acconding to ~is needs. 

The victory efsocialism in Soviet Russia has liberated indi­
viduals in the productive collectivity, In a communist society, 
each individual will be liberated according to his character. 

Our society has not reached this state. But our' revolution 
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is a part of the world movement, and the common revolution is 
a part of the world movement and the common characteristics 
of this movement are determined by its most advanced parts. 
Revolutionary thoughts, though they exist in a backward coun, 
try, are basically the most progressive thoughts in the world. We 
have carried out a bourgeois revolution with the socialist revolu, 
tionary thoughts of the working ciass, the most progressive 
thoughts of our epoch. But these thoughts were spoiled by the 
de feels of the Stalinist era: Bureaucratism, command ism, par, 
tisan spirit, the cult of the personality. 

Prompted by the requirements of the production develop, 
ment and the bUilding up of communism in Soviet Russia, the 
Twentieth Congress of the Soviet commu'nist party, strongly con­
demned the cult of personality, worked out policies for the libe: 
ration 01 thought, for the guaranteeing of socialist legislation, 
and for a complete democratization of organizations. 

The historic resolutions of this congress have exerted I> 

great influence on the friendly people's democratic countries, 
and on the workers' and people's movement in the world. Our 
country cannot stand aside. We will progress toward socialism 
guided by the light of Marx.Leninism which has corrected Sta­
lin's mistakes, with the firm intention of building up socialism 
throughout the world in which under one form or another, the­
responsibility 01 the proletar-ian dictatorship will consist in devel, 
oping individual freedom. 

Hanoi Nhan Van, October 15 

«Doctor Dao Van Ngu's Interview» 

(Which reveals that the Vietnamese peopie have longed for 
freedom through the ages and now have It in the North, but have 
yet to realize it, and have to be taught to exercise it by the 
intellectuals .who, in turn; must rid themselves of any tendency 
toward complacency or timidity and give up doubting the genui. 
nely democratic and free nature of the government and really 
criticize it in the free, democratic manner for its mistakes,parti­
cularly in the area of democratic freedoms. In addition, everybody 
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ought to pay more attemption to what the people think.) 

Question: In your opinion, what must the intellectual ino 
general and the arts and leiters circles in particular do now to­
contribute to the development of freedom and democracy? 

Answer: Our government has longed for freedom and de­
mocracy. Nobody can deny this fact. Our people have longed for­
freedom and democracy. This fact has been proved by history .. 
Nevertheless, recently, while assessing the- results of the exe. 
cution of government poliCies, we found that many grave mis­
takes were committed pertaining to freedom and democracy .. 
This was a natural phenomenon: As our party and our go· 
vernment are determined to build up a freer and freer, more­
and more democratic regime, so they are trying to expose al~ 
weak points and surmount them. 

Q. Under a dictatorial regime, since nobody dares criticize the­
government, how can weak points on freedoms and democracy 
be exposed? 

A. Under a democratic regime, the people have absolute con. 
fidence in the regime, -,-so they courageously criticize it. If they 
still suspect the government, or are afraid that it may take­
revenge on those who denounce its mistakes, then nothing 
can lure them into criticizing the government mistakes. 

We must not forget that the party and the government 
were born of the people. The raising of the political level of 
the party and the government is directly proportional to th~ 
raising of the people's political level. 

If any citizen can commit mistakes, so can any party mem.­
ber or civil servant. Thus, there is nothing surprising in the fact 
that the party and the government discovered their mistakes­
while assessing the results of their recent task. What is the 
origin of these democratic freedoms. Longing for freedom and 
democracy; we sacrificed everything to have freedom and 
democracy; but when we have them, we are unable to employ­
them. This is not strange either. For thousands of years the 
Vietnamese people were ignorant of freedom and democracy J: 
And freedom and democracy are not easy things to employ r 

The Vietnamese people- courageously fought against the 
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reactionary and'exploiting ruling'ciass; but toward their people's 
.administration, they have been too submissive. They have lost 
their fighting spirit and especially, they have not been able to 
.use their democratic freedom to struggle; therefore, the weak­
nesses have accumulated and today we find that they are very 
:serious. 

In the common struggle which led to many serious mis­
takes, intellectuals must recognize their share of responsibility. 

In the eight or nine years of gallant resistance and two years 
.of peacetime reconstruction, the intellectuals were proud of their 
.important role; and now, that mistakes are obvious, they must 
.also courageously recognize their share of the responsibility 
'for them. 

iI the responsibility for 'building our army belongs to our 
soldiers, and if the responsibility,of building our economy belongs 
chiefly to our workers and farmers, then the responsibility for 
building' freedom and democracy belongs 'chiefly to our intel­
~ectuals. Thanks to their special position and their knowledge, 
the latter have realizedtha! our leaders have committed some 
mistakes; actually, they long ago discovered· a number of mis­
tak~s in leadership. 

But as they lacked freedom 01 thought and courage, so 
they dared not express any constructive criticisms. Many of our 
intellectuals did: not criticize be¢ause ~hey' were afraid of being 
misunderstolDd, and, of heing suspected of having no firm view­
point. A number of others expressed some criticism, but as the 
mistakes were not corrected, they were disappointed and did 
not criticize any more. Both attitudes are wrong, because they 
revealed a lack of confidence in the democratic nature of our 
regime and a lack of consciousness that they are the true mas­
ters of their country. 

J can sum up my answer to this question as follows: The 
government is now determined to correct its weak points and the 
people are determined to constructively criticize the government; 
these are two basically good things. In order that these criticisms 
be more fruitful, it is necessary for the government to set up 
:an organ in charge of collecting the people's opinions, and it is 
'also necessary to make the people understand what freedom of 
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thought is and what our regime is. NatLlrally, in this 'educati<'ir'l"if 
is necessary to, use many means, and art and I,iterature are a very 
effective means. ' 

Question: In your opinion,what problems must be more 
widely discussed, given the present development 01 the health 
branch? 

Answer: In order to develop any branch, the problem 
which must be discussed is that 01 democratic freedoms. This 
point is stated in the preceding answer. 

Hanoi Nhan Van, October 15 

leller to the Editor. 

«I always I,ke Nhan Dan and Tien Phong (Vanguard) 
because both are serious. But I regret very much that Nguyen 
Chuong in Nhan Dan hastily accused the Fall Selection and 
Nhan Van 01 making people believe that the regime in the North 
is dictatorial -and- absolutist, oppresses-the comp.triols and sO 
on, . and that T ran VI.at in:ian Phoni/'alscfeccused Ho'J'i!J,~\J~ 
of intentionally making hiS readers doubt In'e educatldnal 
leadership by rhe commuhist yol:ith group of Soviet Russia ov~r 
dur youth and so on. ' 

<". A new wind is blowing through our arts and litera'tore~ 
This is my flr.t impression alter reading Nhan Van: 

«". We have grown up and our whole people has gro\\ln up. 
As our eyes can clearly see in two directions, our heart needs 
to listen to many sounds and needs excited moments. Arts and 
literature have the responsibility of satisfying these needs. On 
reading Nhan Van we also -feel ihls satisfaction; but this is only 
the beginning; 

«We hope that then'e\v' wind, Nhen Van, will blow wilder 
to contCibute to the builiiling' up of true art and literature. Our 
responsibility consists in helping this wind blow wilder and wilder 
and not tramelling it.» 

0igned: Pilung Buo Kill!, sludenl {rom tile F(lcully of Letlers. 
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Hanoi Nhan Van, October 15 

c Some Ideas About Hoai Thanh's Self-Criticism " by Thanh Binh. 

(It is revealed that Hoai Thanh's self-criticism, in which he pur­
ported to admit that his attack on TranDan's «Victory Is 
Certain» was misguided, was only a hypocritical device designed 
to put a good face on his activities, which are heartlessf 

«objective» rather than sincere, irrevalent, unsubstantial, clumsily 
humorous, scornful, toadying, obdurate in the face of the cui, 
tural aspiration of the masses, and typical of the arts and letters 
leadership. Because of the spitefulness of Hoai Thanh and people 
like him, the poet T ran Dan is about to be reduced to dust, his 
political existence destroyed, his talent trampled underfoot. 
Nevertheless, everybody loves the regime, trusts the party, and 
hates all mistakes.) 

In its issue Number 139, Van Nghe published an article in 
which Hoai Thanh made his self-criticism. I had anxiously waited 
for the publication of this article, but after reading it,1 was 
disappointed. I had the impression that the affair of Spring Selection 
of literary Works could not be settled soon. The weak points of 
this article are not only the weak points of one literary critic, but 
they are the weak points of the leadership of the Arts and Letters 
Association, of which Hoai Thanh is a representative. Such is 
the truth. Hoai Thanh's article on self criticism has not 
improved the situation, because it has not satisfied the demands 
01 the artists and ~riters and the masses. I do not want to speak 
again of the poem «Victory Is Certain» I want only to discuss 
Hoai Thanh's altitude. 

He began his sell-criticisl11 by mentioning the argument for 
spiritual struggle. The argument he cited is correct, but it is beside 
the. point. I do not know whether he wanted to make a self-criticism, 
or whether he wanted to use this arg~ment to prove that his 
criticism of the poem was correct. He wrote: 

«On the one hand are the revolutionary thoughts of the 
proletarians, who inherit the best traditions of the people and 
mankind, and on the. other ore the oppressing, exploiting and 
decaying thoughts of colonialist and feudalist society that are 
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attacking our regime.» 
I think that the bureaucratic spirit, commanding attitude 

and oppression are vestiges inherited by a number of our leading 
cadres from the old colonialist an(Heudalist society. I also think 
that T ran Dan dit not exploit and oppre .. anybody and I put te> 
myself this question: Why did Hoai Thanh write this? 

Hoai Thanh organized and led a meeting, and let a number 
of people unjustly criticize Tran Dan, and he himself wrote an 
article to libel T ran Dan. The body of T ran Dan ",as on the point 
of being reduced to dust; the political existence of T ran Dar. 
destroyed; the sacred right of creation of the wril;.er T ran Dan 
had been trampled underfoot. Were these misfortunes not 
enough? Yet, in his self. criticism, he still attacked Tran Dan witr. 
wicked expressions, such as «oppression >, «insubordination >, 
«obscure and insane state of mind ». 

He still maintained that «The struggle against the baef 
effects of this poem is correct.» But, in fact, this struggle against 
the « bad effects» of the poem was not in accordance with the 
rehabilitation principle of «hatred for w~ak points and love for 
comrades ». It aimed at destroying the author of the poem, in 
accordance with the partisanship . spirit of libelling friends a& 
foes 

But, however rotten may be the affair of The Spring 
Collection, the masses are very generous, as also are those whe> 
are directly struck by this misfortune. What do the artists and 
writers and the masses want? They want Hoai Thanh, representing 
the Arts and Letters Association, to admit his mistakes, sincerely 
make his self.criticism and correct his mistakes concretely. 
Nothing more I Why? Because everybody loves the regime, 
trusts in the party and hates mistakes. 

How did Hoai Thanh make his self·criticism? After reading 
a long portion of his article, in which he enumerated the cricums­
tances which led to his mistakes, and after studying and analyzing 
these mistakes, I find that his self.criticism is too objective . 
• Objective» here means that he considers these mistakes as natu­
rally created by external circumstances and his friends, and that 
lie was «influenced» by them. 

Hoai Thanh resorted to sophistry to dear himself, rather that) 
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cSeverely criticizing himself. One finds in him no trace of 
r~pentance or sorrow for such a great and cruel mistake, ,and he 
has not (nor did 'he wish to) ,discovered the origin of his mistakes. 

He also stated: «Not actually looking for truth, not be­
,ing calm and perspicacious are very dangerous; and this is 
,much more dangerous when one occupies a position of 
leadership. » 

The word «dangerous» was used by him in a very danger, 
·ous manner. One does not know to whom this is dangerous, 
to Tran Dan or to Hoai Thanh? Or to the masses? 

I am not playing on words. Hoai Thanh in his self,criticism 
.did suffer from a dearth of correct terms, which obliged him 
to use vague ones. He seemed to speak jokingly: «Why are 
they so hurried, when struggling against other's mistakes? 
.And when it is a question of' fighting their own mistakes, why 
~re they so slow 7»' , 

Because of this «clever» self,criticism, I realize that Hoai 
Thanh has not sincerely admitted his mistakes, and was not 
grieved by them, as many un,concerned people ware. Another 
point which I want to stress is that Hoai Thanh, in his self, 
-criticism, scorned the masses andflaltered his superiors 
shamefully. 

During recent months, in many meetings, the press and 
the public have spiritedly discussed this question, the whole 
.capital was upset, and Hoai' Thanh remained «hard as steel, 
firm as copper ». Nothing' could move him. He said: «Until 
recently, when President Ho, after recalling before hundreds of 
'Ihousands of patriots al Ba Dinh Square on Independence Day, 
cSpoke of the problem which had been previously published 
by papers, I suddenly realized that we had also committed 
·grave mistakes ». 

The second cause of his being «penetrated» with his mis, 
takes is that a comrade from the central commitle of the party 
.had opened' his eyes to the disastrous effects of his works. 

In fact, only «thanks to God's light,» could Hoai Thanh realize 
the truth; he paid only sl:ght attention to the sufferings of his 
victims, and the anger of the artists and writers and the masses. 
Was it intentional, or unintentional, that he saw or heard nothing 7 
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I, wonder if, on Independence Day, Hoai Thanh, for so.:ne: 
reason, had not come to Ba Dinh Square or if President Ho, too 
busy, could not go there, and if, on a certain day, he had, noi 
met the comrade from the central committee' of th'e',party, what 
would become of this problem? Would he have made, ~is self-· 
criticism? 

I think it is really incredible that, alter studying Stalin's. 
mistakes, Hoai Thanh's cult of personalitY'is still 'so s~fI()ng. If, oM 
the one hand, he flatter,s his SlJperiorsa~d th~J\lembers of the, 
central committee of, the party, an9 on the other he scorns the· 
artists and writers, then how can he see clearly his personality' 
and works? 

Hoai Thanh said: «Then I could realize the full scope of 
my mistakes, » 

On the contrary, I fin'd that he has still not realized the full' 
extent of his mistakes, because he has been only «penetrated" 
with the opinions or his superiors, and not with those olthe artists 
and writers. To conclude his article, he wrote: «Friends, help­
me I »He was obliged to in,clude this formula to show his readiness 
to listen to, the people's opinions; but one finds also that he-
wrote it to praise himself.' . 

What is worse, is that Hoai Thanh took advantage of this, 
self-criticism to praise himself. After firing more criticism at 
T ran Dan-he argued that he did it to exonerate himself-and 
lauding his superiors, he praised himself. What do we feel after 
reading over his self,criticism? We find that Hoai Thanh ha .. 
been «rehabilitated,» and that he has' <participated in the strug~ 
91e in the countryside.» He has matured, like his superiors. Pre~ 
sidenl Ho's statement, and the opinion of the comrade frolll> 
the Cenlral Committee of the Party had helped him to find the· 
<new direction! to follow and to «wash away old vestiges.» He· 

. made no reference to the disastrous effects of his attitude on 
Tran Dan and the aris and letters movement. I have the im­
pression that he had «progressed> by trampling on many people' 
and literary works. 

His age-old talent is a literary critic, the obligation of a 
leadongcadre to sincerely make his sell-criticism, and collective­
responsibility of the executive committee of arts and letters asso~ 
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ciation, the party member's role as exemplary vanguard and, 
above all the claims of the masses, do not allow Hoai Thanh 
to write such a <routine. self-criticism on a serious mistake which 
has been condemned by the central committee of the party, the 
.arts and letters circles, and the masses, and which is still exerting 
disastrous effects. 

INhan Van, October 15 
.. Attention Is Directed To The Ideas And The Person Of The 

Artist >, by Tran Phuong. 

(Which concerns the deplorable condition of Vietnamese opera, 
.attributed to the stifling effect of an oppressive and Philistine. 
leadership, examplifiedin the failure of the Central Artistic 
Troops' production « Fire Camp >. The joys of· the performer 
comrade's life in China is compared with .hisuncertain and seedy 
existence in North Vietnam.) 

Late in 1954, a number ol.comrades of the Central Artistic 
Troop cooperated to produce theopera« Fire Camp .« Lua Rung » 
:as their contribution to preparations for e National Congress 01 
Artists. They also hoped to be able to add one small brick to the 
building of a new opera in the. country. 

Thewriting 01 this opera required about two months of work 
(not includingihe time spent on research). The rehearsals lasted 

" • , ., ,1 '] , 

.one' month, dudng which the constructive opinions of the arts 
and letters leadershi'p,fhat is 10 say, the piesent artisticoflice, 
w~r~ rriade.'E\iery6n~ hcjped thai th~« Fire Camp. opera would 
be. vie..yedbV theNa\lorial ,6;ssembly:, If was r~hearsed on,c,e at the 
'l'Janbi . Gr~i/d. Th~ater~ b~t,'titP~,p'~s~e~, a~1 ,ihisoeer~; was nc;>t 
p,erformed. 'I a~kea'Mr. ~~Yeri, ,fhe'man iP£fi~igeof tHe opera's 
fnusi~,who to)~'rne'thllt'lhii; pi~e '«'Hadr6t'hil con2r~te targets.» 
'By this we, the perfo~mer~: ,O~l/ i ~~drrsfob~:)tk~lt~?,l\ig~~r ache­
"ons did not want it, because It ind~de9 .• mlst~kles:' IXs for us, the 
'performers, we did not see any mistakes.' .. . .. 

After investigating, we learned that during' fhe rehearsal of 
this opera at the Grand Theater> a 'high 'ha'lIre 6f tHe arts and 
Ielters leadershii> shook his heada.i\d~a'id:f« Pretty bo~rgeoiS». 
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So the cadres of the lower echelons decided to put an end to 
this performance, disregarding the efforts and tears of the peo­
ple working on it. 

I still remember the words of Hoai Thanh, Luu Trong Lu 
during the rehearsal: «The opinions of the performers working 
for their own art are valuable contributions to the success of 
the opera.» 

I also remember that, after seeing the performances of the 
operas of our friendly country China, the «White Haired 
Woman », «Luu Ho Lan >, «The Song in the Plain >, and so 
forth, we artists could not help feeling that our opera is prac­
tically worthless, or thinking of our own responsibilities, and of 
the shortcomings of the leadership which have restricted the 
creative force of the opera writers and performers. 

Here we only cite the opera «Fire Camp» as an example, 
to urge our arts and letters comrades to pay greater attention 
to, and encourage the development of opinions of the artists. 
The suppression of a danee, a song, or a performance cannot be 
decided on by some individuals of the leadership, but by the 
people working on them. 

The second question I want t6' deal with is the matenal 
existence of the performers; I have he'd'opportunities to meet "the 
comrades of the Soviet and Chinese artiitit troups. Their ,lives 
are easy, they have no worries whatever. Then·f have also 'mel the 
circus performers of the artistic office. These performers have 
participated in the circus group lor nine months, and have per­
formed in Hanoi, in the Viet Bac interzone; jn.theleft·bank2on'e~ 
in the Delta, and they are still not considered as permanent 
employees of the circus group. So they wonder what \viII happen 
to them, if .anaccident occurs, before they are Permanent 
employees of the group. . . .. . . 

. Are not nine rnonths suff.icient to study their police records, 
and permanently ,admit them into the gro~p? Of course, th!!ir 
worries seflously influence their perforrTlan9Els. Circusperlor­
mance ismost painful and dangerows work, so it is necessa ry 
toheve justtreatmenh1'ld:'II'I&ur~hd!fo"r·fhe petldrmers. Alter 
\;ix or sevenr'nonths:d~ ,stud'l'~';nb eIIelln ile stettJ5i: f6rblrcus"pilr~ 
.formers has yet .been·'dedt:led;'8olthlHernpotl!l'l'jt'~IJ;O'eO «dotlg» 



salary· has bean. maintained forever. This is a real problem; 
which causes worry to the performer comrades. Is this because 
our financial situation cannot yet permit us 'bo d.> otherwise 1 
Or because our leader comrades have not yet paid attention 
to .the fate of performer comrades? Indeed, during the perfor­
mances, many people had to cry out: «What a pity, our pep 
formers are too thin ». Even General ehu Van Tan had to 
say: «It is necessary to improve their health ». 

Moreover, their daily life also causes many worries for our 
.comrades. Aft.er each night's tiring performance, our comrades 
w()nder how they can get up the next morning at the sound of 
the bugle. The orchestra members have to observe the military 
terms: «At ease I'; and < Attention I» The comrade charged with 
playing the bugle has to take care of the poultry and pigs of 
the group, and .other comrades have to busy themselves with 
their beds, their meals, their bo.wls and chopsticks and so forth; 

The . .leader .and political .o()mmissar comrades have not 
effectively enCQuraged, and helped the. performer comrades to 
improve their art. It is n.ecessary to hire more people to take 
care of tfitse small things, S<i> ouf. performer, comrades, JIl.ay 
c90eenlrate on their art. Here I have .bravely raised thisques­
tic:>,n, and hope our performer comrades, will contribute their 
opinions to our work, to give better status 10 our perf<i~mers, 
who have so far belm forgotten and oppressed ... 

. ~: ; 

Nhlln Van, Ootober 15 ' 

• «Open lettert<> ~eaders ~. 

(Our'edilions'are late, 'our 'sdnilnistra'ti6h careless,' our dis~ 
tribution spotty, our staff preoccupied, and our service 'dissatis­
factory 'ahd \Va have b~en o'lfidallyh~rassed. N~vertheless, we will 
never"allow'our enel'l\ientne' il'np~rlalists ;- Ed.) to get us down 
aAd, also certain 'others; I 

You ravl' .. ~nc;~raged the. lI~blic8tion.of Nhan Van,and 
energeti~8I1y, <;or)'lr)'lElnted Q"'.Jt.IS$"'6!Srnumber one (two thousand 
copies) and number two (six thousand copies) were sold out in 
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one day. This shows that you are very concerned with the deveV 
opment of democratic freedoms of our regime, and the mobilizationo 
for renovation of artistic and literary works, or spiritual works. 

Nevertheless, in the publication of this review, we have­
committed many mistakes which we want to explain Lo you todaYr 
and for which we hope that you will forgive us. 

One- Our review has not appeared on the exact date ancli 
distribution was not announced in advance, so you had to wait 
and were worried. 

T wo- Our administration was carelessly organized. Many or 
our readers who had bought long term subscriptions have not 
received our paper, or have received it too late. Others whO: 
wanted to subscribe did. not know to whom to apply for ,it. Our 
distribution centers were not rationally set up; thus, in some­
regions, there were too many centers, while in some others 
there were none, so our readers had trouble in procuring our' 
review. 

Three - Except for thestluggle for arts and letter., we­
have not discussed concrete cultural and sodal problems which, 
ar~ attr~Cilhgout'~ompi{tfrofit:irttenti()n, such as education., 
health, people's livelihood, and so on. 

These mistakes originated in the fact t,hat we did not have­
enough money, that we lacked experience, and that, while facinQl' 
difficulties in publication, newsprint purchase and operating 
premises, we were embarrassed by the problems concerning the­
organization of our editorial and administration departments' 
Most of our staff can devote only a part of their time to our 
review, because they are at the same time civil servants,or cadres. 
of some mass organization. We are trying to correct these mis­
takes, and weak points. 

We take this opportunity to ask you to pay attention to· 
two important points relating to the appearance of Nhan Van:, 

One - The opinion of the ,people, the cadres and the presS. 
has been greatly stirred by our review since its first issue. Many 
people have approved it; some others have opposed it to the­
point of belittling and attacking it, and a number of its contri­
butors. We have paid no attention to this belittling and considered 
this opposition attitude as a hasty anderrO[ieous attitude adopted 
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by friends/oward"friends. This 'opposition has sprung from 
.d~fferences in, our .'conceptioMof democratic freedoms; but, 
es we are brothers of the same ,faniily, we are convinced that 
-eventually this oppositian will be wiped aut. We hape that aur 
(eaders will agree with us, and will avaid any attitude unfavarable 
-to. un ian. 

, Two _ We have, been surrounded by the agents af the 
,imperialists..,ho. seized tllis apportunity 10. endeavaur to. saw 
<Iisunian amang aur revolutianary ranks. They were wrong; Nhan 
Van, as well as' you, 'will, not let ourselves be fool~d by them. 
All their plats af ,disul'\ion, and ,sabatage will, be frustrated. We 
nope that yau \\,;11, alwilys be on the alert to. struggle with lis' 
.8gilinsf. all, plalsand distGlred 'propaganda of our enemies. 

" But there also have, beeria number af reactionary people 
.whose heads, have been "full of colonialist and feudal vestiges, 
andwho,bE!!=ause,i'of, Ineir': personal' interests and situation, 
"ave slandered democratic freedams by ward and deed, arid 
threaten'Eld! tblismdlher"ihenl';Gilher:secretly,or 'openly; thoug h 
they ,,5t1md:,amQ~,.the Irevaluli<1in.arytanks. We hope that'yoli 
..,itl collaborate,'with ,'us' :to :0perily struggle againstlhese bal 
,elements in arder to protect ffe~d0mofthaught; 'freedam 'of 
:speedlari&freed~nir bl,study ',.ndcrsation, an'dtD make our 
'(agimin'ni> re,lbe inltiful.',jn"a' word; Nhan, Van has alway. let 
itself, be lelj ••• by thel;lao ID'ong ,and the' government of the 
[)emocratio,RepublierbfVietilam, ta90lutely struggled for national 
.. nificatlon,aI:ld ,trlie demCllChlcy' ...... along and arduaus struggle ~ 
.and resolwtel,yfrusttaled .Il'sabotaging maneuvers ·af the 
lmperialists"agentsj,aswell,as1the bad elements in aur own ranks: 

This review \is yo~rsi\Actively suppart it, so that it may live 
'far ever and be develaped day after day. 

,.'i '. '-', .':-' 

" ' 1; !}< 'j 

Hanpi Nhan Van" Qctober·15 

~ Dissati~fa~lion, ~ by Sy Ngoc. 
• ',J, , ". 

(They say'oUr dlssatisfactli>n is a class reactian. But whet 
,l:lass isn't' dissatislied'$s. things are now? The guilty are thos~ 
~ho, are satisfied withi,mislakes';) 



, . .;C~r(~ptly.,an l3[ron~0,us9pinion, prev,aiJs ,aJNu~)~e ~~i\icis'i" 
l)1Qvem",nt laun~hed by Nhan Van, according t»whiFh,. the staff. 
of this review are a group of .dissatisfied writers. In a wo;d, a. 
number of competent . persons in the leading circles feel it. 
necessary to circulate a rumor aimed at isolating Nhan Van and 
its collaborators. They have gone to the point of dubbing this 
criticism movement «a ,class reaction» (no class being specified). 
, '" Dissatisfied!. Why should we not be, dissatisfied? , 

Who. is sati~fied with the present mistakes in land reform i 
Who i~ s~tisfied with other '1'istakes, such as the mistakes in 
arts and. letters policy, or the the policy.,loward intellectuals 1, 

·1 am sur.~ it is not we, who have participated in the revo, 
lution, who have lived and died with the, rev<;>lution, .and who 
are' the sons of the revolution. We who have dedicated Qurs.elves 
ta the people and th~ society, who. are afflicted by the' mistakes 
prejudicial to the building. up, of .the North and the revolution 
cannot be satisfied' with these mistakes or the authors of 
these mistakes, 

We, the artists and writers who have served the revolution 
and who have demanded constant progress of our society, must 
be naturally dissatisfied with the counter'progressive forces which 
have hindered our society's progress. We, the artists and writers 
who wish to see our specialities developed to better serve the 
revolution, must be naturally dissatisfied with the mistakes which 
hinder the development of our' culture, our arts and letters. 
Dissatisfaction with mistakes is proper, the guilty are those who 
are satisfied with mistakes, 

If these dissatisfied men are called <class reactionaries,» 
then what class has not reacted against the mistakes prejudi, 
cial to the revolution? What class is satisfied with the mistakes 
prejudicial to the interests of the peasants, the workers, the intel, 
lectuals and the revolution? 

. Who has not reacted against the mistakes which have 
exerted a bad influence on land reform? Who has not reacted 
against the serious mistakes injuring our North when it is neces, 
sary to consolidate and build up the people's democratic regime 
so that it may quickly progress toward socialism? 

... Who is afraid of criticism? I beg to state frankly that they 
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are those who have bureaucratic manners, who are fond Qf high 
position and who are puffed up with pride, the sons of the feu­
dalists and imperialists. Thus, they continue to resort to their 
old, undemocratic methods, by calling «dissa'tisfied» and «reac­
tionary» those who dare 'criticize them. The party and the govern­
ment are taking measures to correct mistakes, such as measures 
to correct bureaucratic, dictatorial and undemocratic attitudes, 
in order to make our society really revolutionary. 

'We are dissatisfied because we are not satisfied with the 
persent situation, and because we do not like to see private Inte­
rests run counter to the masses' interests. We are dissatisfied 
with mistakes, and those who have committed mistakes, which 
are prejudicial to the interests of the revolution. 

As for the people who maintain that we are dissatisfied be­
cause we are envious of high position or material interest, we think 
that it is unnecessary to answer these vile persons. 

o 
o 0 
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