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l;' REF ACE 
-:-:-:-:-

.-
l:'e recent events in North Vietnam, not'.~bly the wide,. , 

spread intollec-GuD.l ruvol t against the Hanoi '.l.uthori ties and in 

particular the outspoken criticism voiced by Mr. Phan Khoi and 

his associatos are of more than p'1ssi;lg interest, we have taken 

the liberty of including in this issue of "Inside North Vietnam" 

an' introduction of our own as well as a narrative pieced 'bogether 

from the COmlll1A.:1ists' own admissions. 

The. introduction is intended to indicate brj.efly the 

causes of the demand for intelledual sincerity and freedom within 

the Sino-Soviet bloc i t~ show tba t the revoH in North Vietnam is 

all p''l.rt ofa pattern,vlhich is clw.rly discernible in.Poland, 

in Hunge.ry fJ.nd even i.n Russia, which many people believo will . . ' 
emerge in other sa:l,elli te states i to indicate the springs from 

which Mr. Ph':l1(hoi and his assooiates drew their inspiration, 

and to put bd'on, the free people of Vietnam, and perhaps some 

'Whb are not fHle too, the dilemma which Soviot RusElia and 

Communist China have created tor themselves and the Communis·t 

satelli te s'c'vbes. 

1 ' 
,'That is thiEl dilemma. The ILmoi authorities now face. 

the.. same, problemas Communist Governm.:Jnts face everywhere. They 

canno:t do. without the intellectuals. The very intricate technical 

civilis"tion of to-day depends on them, but if the. inte:J,.:t,ectuals 
,.- - --", , '-'~~ 

o.r;e allowed freedom they begin by questioning tho ,validity. of 

Communist prelllises and ond by donc)\lI.nCing thom. 01). the other hall.d 

if the;y are suppressed they become sullen and withhold their co­

operation. Industry', economy and tho whole application of modern 

tochniques are then all endangered. 

,.Thero is no solution to this problem on Commu1).ist 

lines. They aro1.tp !against one o~ the contr."dictions in Society 

.,.a.contradicti~1). whioh they delight in do'becting in non-Communist 

societies, but Whi\?:fl tJ::le;y now :l:'ilfd in their own. 

: .• ' Mr 0 . Pht~ilKhoi and his associates we;r-e true Vietnamese 

pl2lltr:l,ot$; 'rhoi.r names are now enshrined with. those who have 



• fought for froedom against foreign domination "nd against blue 

prints alien 1'0 the national charaoter everywhere. His newsp,:,per, I 

,of which 5 ;J3SUeS appeared before it was fiIk'l.lly suppressed, by 

decree of the Hanoi authorities, on Deoember 15th, 1956, was, 

aptly called "NHAN VAN" (Humanism) 

As the whole fight for freedom by the intelleotua1s 

in North Vietnam unfolds itself'in "Inside 'North Vietnam", ff,ay 

those who have yet to learn the true nature of the Communist 

regime in North Vietnam underst,and its ramifications and may 

they come to their own oonclusior!s. 

Tho. t is our prayer, f,or the flame 11 t by Mr. Phan Khoi, , 

now temporarily extinguished, ~Iill certainly flare up again and 

will again have the support of all freedom-loving peoples. 

We are indebted to Radio Hanoi for oalling the whole 

episode to our attention. iMithout the doubts and fears it 

expressed during the period when NHAN VAN was still publishing, 

as exemplifj "d 'by numerous broadoasts of articles in NH[',N D..'I.N 

and its o;.r~,t Ge,;,':' ,,'ntaries, without the 

sabotage t':l0 raper and whip, up hatred 

regime'S attempts to , , 

against Mr. Phan Khoi and 

his as SOCil'-")':!, andw i thout its attempts to justify 'the suppres­

sion of Nh:j VAN and the removal of Mr,. Phan Khoi from publio 

life, the whole episode might have passed unnoticed. 

Maroh 1st, 1957 



THE DEATH O~ STALIN 

Stalin's der3,th at first brought only slight changes 

in the pro(ledure of Communist control of sa·tellite states. The 

satelli te le;l.ders chorused their approval of the new blue print 

for "collective leadership" but took no steps l1hich materially 

affected their own positions of power. Only in Hungary was any 

important change illr,lde and there , although Rakosi h'.td to relin(lui"sh 

the Premiership to his Communist rival Imre NagJ', he continued 

to domin'l. te the P:,rty machine. 

NEVI TACT]CS :2'L§DVBT POLICY 

,cr::, ·_:.~.lv' s faction introdu,;ed in 1955 new tactics 

in Soviet .::.uL', elY which brought repercussions in Eastern Europe. 

Recogni tion 0:' Ti to'.,? independence stirred nationalist aspirations 

wi thin satvlli te p;\rties. The gradual weakenine of the seoret 

police after Beria's'fall encouraged intellectuals and workers 

alike to voica thoir gricwances mora openly. 

20th SOVIET PAR'rY CONGRESS 

The repudiation of Stalin o,t the 20th Soviet Party 

Congress in February 1956 had theeffoct of stimulating revol­

utionary forces by 4,owor'ing the prestige of satellite Pilrty 

leaders and their henchmen. The shook was indeed great when 

Krushchev ,told his amazed audience'lt th" 20th Congl'0SS that 

the mistakes and miSdeeds of the past could now be freely laid 

at Stalin's door: Amop',g them he listed the deportation of minor­

i ties; 'the physical elimination of poli tic:,'.J. opponents ,innocent 

Party members and army officers; mi.smanagement of military 

affairs and failure to take the imminent threat of Nazi invasion 

in 1941 ser:;<.u.,-ly. In fact, he r~peated sO,m,e, if not all. the 
, 

accusatio~.§, ... ~,~'eelled. at Stali~_outside gl>servers for thel2ast 

twent(l ye::'l:~':§":', 
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, THE CULT OF PBRSONALITY 

In his speech, KrllAhohov deA("ri.ho<l the personality 

cult as the sole cause of all errors and crimes committed.by 
the USSR in the last two decades of Stalin's life. He said that 
the purpose of the personality cult had been "to elevate one . , 

person,. to t··'::m ;::o)rm hilll into a superman, possessing super­
natural ch,.I';w c·;.cistics akin to thos0 of a God". "Such a man", 

he said, "bll.i'p,·sedly knows everything, sees everything, thinks. 
for everY0]JD, can do anything and is infallible in his behaviour". 

KRUSHCI-ffiV' S )llO'rIVES 

It is impossible to be certain about the motive which 
prompted Krushchev, s.ctj.ng presumably with the knowledge and' the 

authority of the Politbureau, to make this speech. In view of 
the growing restles<mess of the people, particularly in E~l.stern 
Europe, he may have judged that the time h.1d come when the cirous 
of de-Stalinisation.had to be staged as a substitute for the 

bread the Communists could not provide. 

Q~\NGE IN POLICY 

The 20th Soviet Party Congress approved two.major 

amendments to the Stalinist interpretation of Marxist doctrine. 
These may "be summarised as the -reassessment of the class struggle 
within a sOC:i>'lt7 cmgaged in the bunding of "socialism" and the 
renunoiatill.n 0:1' ·i.:::e inevi tabili ty of violence as the means of 

world rev,)lClt:Lc>n. 

THE NE\v DOC :'JiINE 

Internal reforms had to follow the repudiation of the 
Stalinist thesis. JUSTICE where there was the greatest room for . , 
improvement; POLITICAL DEMOCRATISATION; ECONOMIC DE1V;OCRATIS.l.TION; 
FREEDOM Q}' f10VEMENT; PREEDOM OF SPEECH AND INl!'ORMATION -. all 
came under scrutiny and some alterations were mol-de in the Soviet 

Communist structure with almost immediate repercussions. Those 
who were offere'd a measure of justiqe· and freedom alinost immedi­

ately asked for more. 



THE INTELLECTUALS 

In the field Of arts and letters in Soviet Russia the 
thaw soon beoame apparent, despite the fact that Soviet 
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censorship o(Wltinues to function and dev:iatio:nt'l fr<:>ID t.hG Pau'ty 

line arc exdsed from all printed publicatidns. WhilE:) the 
treatment of political issues is as rigidly controlled as eyer, 
in the field of arts and education, controversialmattt.'ll's have 
been aired from timE:) to time and this movement has gained momentum. 



COMMUNIST CHINA 

These more liberal Communist conceptions were examined 
in Communist China. How did the OhineseCommunist Party. end€avour 

to h9.rnoss the measure of Communist freedom which arose from the 

20th Soviet Party Qongress to its own 'machine; 

THE HUNDRED FLO\~ERS BI.OOMING POI,ICY 

On th8 25th of May 1956, Lu ting Yi, the head of the 
Propaganda Department of the Chinese Communist Party Central 
CODmittee, J)!lade a speech (",t the Huai JenHall in Peking, m.ich 

clearly showed that the Chinese regime was adapting itself to 
the new CO:,.!n;·,·'.3t trend. 

~~LLs meoting was attended by natural scientists, social 

scientis'i;s, Liedical doctors , writers and artists, Party members, 
represent,:Uves of small political parties and people who , 
belonged to no party at all. Lu ting Yi, as title for his speech, 
chose an eight-word couplet which may be rendered, literally, 
in English: "Harmonious display of a Hundred B'lowers, Clamorous 
Discussion of a Hundred Schools". H8 said that the oouplet had 

first been recited by Mao tse-tung and went on in his sI?eech to 
say (textual translation of excerpts-Ed.): "For the prosperity 
of literature, al't and. soiences, the variety of a hundred flowers 

and a hundred schools is needed. Some years ago, some were still 
opposed to the acoeptance of Peking Opera. The Party launched 

the 'hundred flowers' policy and to-d'~y not. only the Peking 
Opera but all kinds of popular dramas are flourishing in happy 
competi tion" . 

"Two thousand years ago, in tho 'SPRING AND AUTUMN' 
and '1;iARR.IOR STATE' periods, there was a great di versi ty of 
schools oj:' thought. (The Chinese expression 'hundred schools' 
is usuac.I;1 ap;:.i.ied to the schools of these periods-Ed.). In those 
days t~j0 llur:dxed Schools were spontaneous and Were not under an· 
ideo log'. cally unified leadership. To-day ••••• the People's 
Democratio Dictatorship has already bfiien established and 

o 
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cO,nsolidated. The free discussion of the hundred schools,' .there­

fore,is developing within the framework of the long-range plans 

for scientific work". 

~iterat~ 

"1iterature, art and the sciences are indeed weapons 

of class struggle. In literature. and arts, this is evident; 

there ex:Lst harmful factors like Hu Peng and the irnmprnl yellow 

fj.ctioDS whioh have to bo extorminated like flies, mosquitos, 

rats and sparrows. There are indeed different kinds ~f literature: 

on the one hand, there is the literature of imperialism, of ,the 

landlords, of the bourgeois class; on the other, there is the 

literatu):'e v.' .. i(;", serves workers, farmers' and soldiers". 

':-'. 
acter but '",e political attitude of '~he sciel1t:Lsts , their 

possible worship of American thoughts, ·01' their i:r.,)iJ.fference I' 
,to ]politios, are also obj ects of cri tioism and of clr,ss str:uggle". 

l,1tl:l'.t:Lon to Politics 

"It should be noted that literature, art and sciences 

although related to olass struggle cannot b(o iuentified 'with 

politics. To say that they are indentical with politics is as 

false as to say that they laok all relation to politics and 

should be practised for their own sake". 

"l<'r'eedom, therefore, and independence in' disoussion 

and the right of maintainj.ng personal opinions must ee promoted 

in literature, art and science". 

Lu '~ing Yi explained th'l. t the CCP ! Mvooa ted freed.om 

of indepcndc t thinking in the works of literature and art 

and in th, 1';0:,:,: :.'f scientific research, freedom of debate! 

freedorn uf ,~:rcative work, freedom to cri tioise, freed.om to 

express C';() '..' opinion, and freedom to maintain one I S opinien 

and to 1'e<;::\1e one I s opinion I, but he said "fl., strict distinotion 



.. _--,,-
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· usually frighten people; if they do not frighten, they are 

monotonous and banal. There are two kinds of criticism: cri t:Lcism 

of an enemy and criticism of a good man. Criticism of an enemy 

.'beats to deB. +11 'wi th '3. single cudgelstroke'; criticism of a good 

man is benc·,·'-~.J])·,: after the struggle it will bring him back 

to the fold".; de added that "art and liter'.:Lture are to make use 

of tradi t:i.ctL1 Chinese works and also .of foreign Vlorks, whether 

Communist .)' non-Communist", and concluded by saying "the slogan 

'To Learn from Soviet Russia' is correct; not to learn from 

Soviet Russia is a basic error; yet this should not imply dogmatic, 

mechanic~,l imitation (this has often been said bEifore). A similar 

attitude must be taken up to'Nards the People's Democratic coun­

tries (Eastern Europe). Thesea!'e frien(ls; but we' should. also 

learn from our ~ies - not their reaction2~y systems ~va~~= 

able points on admipi'l;:t;ration and sc,;Lence and technigue". 

"'rhe spread of the Hundred Flowers and the Hundred 

Schools policy involves other problems. These will have to be 

solved one by one". 

Lu ting Y1's speech was not released till th3 second 

half of June i but already on ~1C\y 21 a,nd 23, 1956, the Peking 

Kuang Ming Daily editorials had doo,lt expli.ci tly with tho new 

polioy o:f the Hundred Schools __ The May 21 editorial made some 

points olea: :;;~ 1;1: .. :m did Lu ting-Yi himself. On the 18th of the 

same month, fl, '.dceting of the loading Uni versi ty professors was 

held under thC"aegis of the September-the-third Learned SOCiety. 

"During th,) pas:!; few 'years", the report says, "the learned world 

has livoa in subdued silence; discC;ssions have been very rare". 

COMMENT ON LU TING~YI'S SPEECH 

This speech of. 1u Ting-yi' s is a strange pronouncement 

indeed. The distinction between tho 'political idealists' who 

are counter-revolutionaries, and erroneous thinkers within ·the 

ranks of the people, is subtle, and it is impossible to say 

where the dividing line is to be drawn. Tho criterion is, of 

oourse, suppor.t or noxl-support of the poli tical regin,.!iJ.; 

prao·ticel decision ori what is and what is. no'~ 1:l:\A,JiI'.\"?'Jr 

t.hr. ",-"hi trA.rv hands of tho rulers. , ,~, ( 



WF;.:..r)OMMIJNISTS sATlllLLm..§. 

']here was little in the way of organistl\ tional ohange 
in the sateJ :U.t:cw to suggest an attempt to strike' a. more 
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, democratio note after the d(,ath of Stalin. Such ohang.eswhen 

they o~mo later were the x>esult of lOdalrather than Soviet 

initiative. 
I 

I • 
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Poland 
) . 

Poland provided the first test case. Recognising) 

afte:!:' the risings in Poznan, the strength of nationalist opposi­

tion, the Soviet leaders attempted (rather clumsily) to curb 

the t::-end. But the SUCCCS8 of the nationally-minded members of 

the Polish P~;:Jj;;t·cll'O in paving the way for Gomulka' s return 

apparen'tl~i c~,.}.;~(}·: them uhprapared, They found themselves presented 

with 0. po.l.:'c ie'·~l tai t accompli consisting of Gomulka, a national 

Communist ,~,.rcught back to power by a majority P.').rty deci.sion and 

with counk~\ilicl.e support. After some sabre-ro. ttling, the Soviet 

leaders decided to cut their losses and accept Gomulka vlith the' 

best grace tmey oould find. Gcmulka, for his pa;.'t, I~S,S careful 

to save their faces aE far as possible and to offer tllGm no 

avoidable pretext for interventi.oD. 

A few days later the Soviet leaders were confronted 

with the Hungarian rising. For some days they appear to have 

taken the view that the rising could be reduced to the propor­

tions of tho Polish struggle for independence. But when Nagy 

bowed to growing popul3.r pressure for true democracy and national 

indepen().c·mce, the Soviet leaders ordered their troops, by this 

.time heavily' reinforced, to renew their onslaught. 

In Hungary the strl~gle was started by the writers. 

'rheir first (."Y :.'!as in the Autumn' of 1955 and though it did not 

seem to ha·'·;') ';,c~)iv\Ted much at the time it was a Significant 

step towaI'd,'3 Y'C'lolution. It was the most considerable, organised, 

open: movem<Jjl~ against Party discipline which had. occurred for 

many years; and it also reflected the shape of things to come. 

in another way. In June 1956 tho renewed revoJ.t flared up once 

again, within the \,jriters' ASSOCiation, lecl and inspired by 

Gyula Hay. He wrote a fltrong and in many ways beautiful article 

demanding freedom of the press and absolutelyunfettoredUtorary 

freedom. Ta revolution against Communist tyranny in Hungary 

still goes on. 

North Vietn.~ 

In North Vietnam it was sta:rted by a Vietnamese Gyula 



H~y I oallod. :Ph:oi;nIChbi , 

lIl'ownd. him; NowrEile.d on 

I 
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N A R RAJ I.V E 

WHAN VAN' s Editor 

~[r. Phan Khol, a 70-year old scholar from Quang Nam, 

1'1:·)0 was a woll known journalist in Saigon before and during the 

,JeGond World 1rJar,' founded NHAN VAN (Humanism) in Septembo:Jr 1956 
asa fortright::'y newDpapar devoted ostensibly to cultural 

matters • The fir.9t nup~bor carried an article attacking the mana­

gement of the official cultural papor Vl,N NGHE (Arts and Letters) 

and calling for more freedom for the artist using the thesis of 

the "Hundred l!'lowers Blooming Policy" to support the case. The 

articlo 'in qLwsticn, called "E'or the revision of a literary 

judgel!l'mt" , oxam:i.Ylod tho caso of young poet, Tran Dan, who had, 

while in the Pooplo' s ;\.rray, boon unjufltly condomned and brutually 

re,··eduo~.1.ted by the Vietminh. It was signed by Mr. Hoang Oain, 

nO'b by Mr. Phan Khoi himself. It took, howevl!)r, the same line 

as an artiCle written by. Phan Khoi entitled "A Oriticism of the 

Arts and Letters l~adershiplr, 'Ihich was published, shortly before 

tho apper"rance of NHAN V{\.N's first number, in another magazine 

- one. of the autumn numbers of a monthly oalled "G1ai Pham" 

(Selectod Literary Pieces). Phan Khoi's editorial inflluence was 

oonspicllous in the first two iSS.lOS of NEAN Vi,N. This set the 

·tone for 10;001' iosuos of tho paper • 

. t'l:is theme 
,~--== 

NHAN VAN's main thorne was the p'1,U'suit of democratic 

liborti.or',. The fourth issuoon November 5, 1956, took as its , . 

text Krushchev's oall fcr "socialist legali.ty" at the 20th Party 

Oongress in Moscow, and demanded specifically that the D.R.V. 
National j,ssembly 'should be re-activated and passlai~s to re­

ewtabl:Lsh individual froedom and the rule of justice' so as to 

rondo!.' impossible a repetition of tho kind of "mistakes" made 

during the },gr'J.rian 'B.:.;fox!m. The fifth issue on November 20th, 

llUl"suingthis theme, gave warning that in the absence of such 

democratic mf)aSUres North Vietnam might undergo the same troubles' 

as Poland and Hu.ngary.· 
- 11 -



O;ff:LciEj.). sabotage of NHAJi! V:.N 

It may well bc considered surprising tha'l;five iserues 

of a nc'wspapGr whi,ch advocated freedom and justice should have 

been allowed to appear in North Vietnam. According to an editori8l1 

"~tter to our readers" which appeared in the third issue of' 

NRAN VAN, the firs't issue sold 2,000 copiGS and the seoond 6,000 

copies, each in one day. This x'apid sal<3 sho'wed, as the editor 

pointed out, that "'0he opinion of' the people, the cadres and· 

the prGSS has been greatly c'hr1'ed by our 1'eviewsilloe its first 

j,E:sue". In another o.1'ti01G in the same issue called "Dissatis-
. . . , 

faction" by Sy Ngoc, the author said: "If the staff of NHAN VAN 
" " .' , ' 

are wrong, the masses I am sure will, be' perspicacious enough to 

, reaHse this. They cannot be easily fooled; they know who tries 

to fool them and what runs counter to their :interests". He went 

on: "I,ve are dissatisfied becau'se weare not satisfi.ed with the 

present situation and beca)l.sewe do not like toaee private 

interests run count'er to tho masses' in.terestl!l". 
~---.-'--'--""---------_ .... _---.... --._ .. _. __ .. _ ..... - ... --.~---- -_. __ ... -". ---_._. - --'--
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In thes(] circumct8,~;.ces the hanoi .authorities obv,iously 

thought il; bDst tc use oovert means to s:lbotage NHAN V!,N. After 

the publioation of the first issue it suddenly became difficult 

for the publishers to obtaintr..siz' quote. of newsprint a'o the 
. . . 

controlled price. Then some proljlised financial baoking was with-

drawn; . it was alleged in a later issue of NH.!.N VAN th.l.t this 

'lias due to threa tsr-by a wellknowD; 'agehtprovocateur I. called 

Hoang Bao. Then there was interference with the distribution , 
of the newspaper by the Central Post office and attempts were 

made to d.isaffect the :printers.At the same time organised attacks 

against NHAN V!,N were started in NHAN Dl,N (official organ of the 

L .:) Dong, Communist party) and other newspapers. Tuese attempts 

to sabotage NHAN Vl,N ,no doubt with the hope of making it 

"appear" 'bh:lt it had died 11 natural death through finano'ial or 

organisational difficulties, ill fai1od. They were so highly 

organieed, however, that !VII'. Tran Duy, !VII'. Phan Illioi's mana€\er, 

about whom little is known, but who is a c!m.potent writer 

nevertheless, st'ltGd in an article entitled "The sincere. struggle 

for democratic freedoms" published in the 'fourth issue of NHAN 

VAN:. "811')Oe the first issuc of this paper it has undergone so 

many trials, so many difficul tics, that '/:e aI':;; tempted to say 

that they •.... have tried to de$troy' it. These destructi.vea'ci;s, 

though sep'?.rato and of ill-defined purpose, have be.enpel:'petrated 

wi th such systematicoorrelation, so methodically, that w,e ar~ 
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t..9ICed. t.LQ.£D£lude· that 'lihey:are 'lip" raBl~o.f iSc>me 4d1pite. 
leadershiJ2,". In the Be.me issue of NIlAN VAN, in a section devoted. 

to "Humorous stox'ies", the following anocdote was published 

amongst others in the salUe vein:-

15' 
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" X,smJllll die earl;y" 

"1\ customer entered a bookshop at Hong Qu<:mg. 'Do you 

sell NW,N VilN";'. 'No sir', was the reply. '\I/ell, I haY8 heard 

that it is very interesting; why uon't you order it;'. 'In sell­

ing NHAN VAN you run the serious ~.':L,'3k of dying early', answered 

the booksoll']r slowly, stroking his moustache 0" , 

Tho directors of NHAN VAN at this stage could have 

had no illusions a.bout the risks they were running but the fight 

for demooratic freedom sma. justioe went on. 

Se,bota,ge fails, Hanoi 8uthorl.iLE1L.~ bogus "tegal 

and pv.blici ty methods to destroy N H 1:. N - V AN. 

After the Du'blication of the fourth issue on November 

5th. Mr. ~.'ran l},lY 1'laS SUffitDDned by the Central Press Service and 

disci.plined for break.ing regel.lations. Tran Duy resiste<:i. He 

appeared only at the third summons. All Hanoi newspapers on 

November 9th, 1956 ,jUf!t :t2efore the NGHE· AN r:i,.s~}lecame known, 

carried an announcement that NEL.N Vl,N had been officially cau­

tioned and THOI MOl on November lOth pUblisheo. a oommunique 

explaining "The application of disciplinar'y m()asures against the 

n0WSpf'iper NHAN VAN". The communique stated "In oompliance ,with 

the regulations in fo:r:Ce, each time a newspaper edition is 

published it must send to the Central Press Bureac.. three copies 

siJjp'ult~neously with its distributton. NHAN VAN issue No 4, dated 

NO'rember 5th 1956, was distributed without copies of this issue 

being sent to the Bureau for filing purpo~es". 

It concluded by saying "The Central Press Bureau has 

direotly sent a 1I1arning to Mr. Tran Duy. ht tl;l.e headqw.l.rters 

of the Central Press Bureau Mr. Tran Duy admHted that he had 

,infringed Government regulations,' aoknowledged this wax'ning and 

proposed to the .t)ul'eau to publicise this communique in the press 

(November lOth 1956. Signed: The C.entral Press Bureau) It. 

NEAN VAN in its fifth issue of November 20th challenged 

the l(jgaJ.i ty of the Centrs,l Press Bureau's aotion and Mr. Tran 

. Duy denied catel;orically "that .1le had I prOl)Osed I to the. Bureau 

thc"J.t their commun),CJue should be published in the Press. 

- 13 -
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This article, which was entitled "'rhe disoipUnary 

measures against NH/,N VAN by tho Contral Press Bureau are illogal" 

said: "The communique from the CeL.cr'.11 TOreos Bureau saying that 

to -the truth. We have oomplied exactly with this decree". 

"The sv.r;plementary regulations of the Propaganda 

Minii;ltry dated April 15th 1955, with which we failed to comply 

by our delay in s(~ndil~g three copies of our issue No.4 to the 

Central Press Bureau, contai.n absolutely no clause providing 

for the punishment of '1. journalist or publisher who commits a 

mistp,Jcc;l; nor do they oontaj.n any' 0 lause allowi.ng the Central 

Press Bt:roau to enforce disoiplinary steps through a warning, a 

pttbl.Loation of tl18 wan~ing in the press, or in cmy other form". 

"9'ho Central Pross Bureau wrote in its report the 

follC'\~i!lg sonteno~), whioh i.s not just: "r,'Ir. Tran Duy has acknowl­

edged the above mentioned warning and has proposed the publication 

of this fact in all the }bnoi daily press so as to extol the law 

of tho Government If. Jt Q).d th~Jl...J2.nly to gain.~ exouse for iss,)1-

iM a oommunique to d<JstroY....;.~1.l.i~_k'i§lli!--.C.QLJiIfL,N "teN) and fo.E....!?:,U 

excuse to J2u1?Jish it i1:). eV8ry fL~L ... §illY..". 

"The true facts are that N:c. Tran Duy only agreed (and 

d~.:l not 'propose') that he himself "ould write an article admitt-

ing the mistakes committed (and not that the Central Eress Bureau 

should issue a communiqu.e) and that this article would be 

published in NHJ\N VAN alone and not in all the dailies". 

The Premier's office ordered Jl,jr. Tran Duy to report 

on November 21st 1956, at 4.30 pm. to discuss the settlement of 

the dj.s c.iplinary meaSl;:,ros taken by the Central .hess Bureau 

ag:,j.nst his papElr. Mr. Phan Khoi had not returned from China at 

this date, whore he had be.en attending celebrations on the 

annivursity of the death of the poet Lu Shun. An ameliorating 

st:ltcmollt ilas issued, but by that time the d8,mage had been done 

. and the organised cami)(l.ign of vilifica"bion had gathered momentum .• 



NEAN VAN !§ .... suppressed by decree of the Hang). authori tiel;'! 

Mr. Phan Khoi returned from Pekin on December 3rd. The 

sixth issue of NILl,N VAN was due:to appear on D(;cembGr 4th but it' 

did. not appel3.r. We know , hOj,lever, from an announcement in THOI 

MO! dated Dece)llber 11th 1956, by lilli.N VAN, that, its editors 

expected to' publish issue No.6 on December 15th and this was to 
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be a special issue on Poland; the next number was to be a special' , 
issue on "self criticism", These issues were to be followed by 

'special issues on Czechosloviakia, Eastern Germany, etc. 

/1 



On December 15th the hanoi.Administrative Committee 

issued an order wi thdra"iirJ€; NHAN VAN's publishing licence and 

requir:ing all copies of all ·five numbers so far published to be 

surrcr~ered to the authori ties ~ There is good reason for, believ­

ing that the Central Press Service, under instructions from the 

Party, inspected the proofs of NRAN VAN No 6 to see whether their 

previous "persuasions" had sueceeded in modifyihg Phan Khoi' s 

editorial line; and that \Vhen they discovered that they had not, 

they took the decision to Buppress the newspaper altogether. This 

view is borne out by an article by Nguyen von Long in the Social­

ist Party review TO QUOC (F'a t':ler1and), \Vhich appeared on December 

20th and said: "Up to issue No. 5 NHAN VAN {lid not modify its 

attitucie. In fact it took an even more dangerous step forward; 

In issue No 6 the artieles due for publication \Vere, it appears, 

of n cha.re.cter designed to sabotage our lmity by arousing the 

people to oppose the authoriti.es". 

The suppression of NHAN VAN was explained to the public .' , 
in an important general P,ress D':Jcree signcd on December 15th, 

wLich asserted the principle of freedom of the press in its 

preamble but then \Vent on to limit this freedom severely in five 

qualifying articles. On December 19th, the suppression of NEAN 

VAN and the significance of the new Press Decree wore explp,ined 

in broadcas;l;s by Radio Hrtnoi. A distinction was drawn between 
'. 

constructive and disloyal criticism of: the Party and Government 

but neithor the Hadio Hanoi explanation nor the Press Decree 

would by themselves enable any intending publisher to gauge to 

which caccgory his criticism belonged. 

TheJ1Q..ll.'l..L.:0\].!,tbor:illis were frigl],tened of lli1..\l)f....Y.£l.N 

Radio Hanoi's "broadcast statement of December 19th 

1956 said: "During the past t\Vo months fivo issues of NEAN VAN 

were published.' All these issues so\Ve.d douP'b about the nature 

of our regime and about the lea.dership of the Party and Government. 
I 

1. ,One finds that in the first issue' thore are six 

articles - nearly all of the issi\!I:Gl - a-ttacking Party 

leadership, the army , the Arts and!· Le'tters leadersl:).ip, 

the youth union, trade cadre!;! and political cadres. 
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In the second issue there are !!levan articles attacking .. . 
. the Arts and Letters leadership, security cadres, t:1l'ade 
cadres anci heal.th cadres. 

--- --- -.---------._"---- --._---------_.'-------'. -- "------,,--------

.,. 



4. 

5. 

In the third issue there s,re six articles attacking 

Parts- members, th(l Party newspaper and the trade organ. 

In the fourth issue there are eight articles attack.ing 

the Central .l:'ress Service, the State trade organ and 

its polioy, such Party" acti vi ties as the education of 

cndres, .t'arty members and the l:arty newspaper. 

In the fifth issue there are five artioles attacking 

E'arty leadership in art, literature and the press, 

Party members and the Central Pross Service". 

Repercussiol1§. 

With NHAN VAN suppressed, its editorial team broken 

up and'a new Press Decree promulgated, tho !i:J.noi authorities 

apparon"cly thought that it only remained for the jackals to yelp 

round the kill and for :the vulturoe to tear the last remnants of 

flesh from the ccrpse of NHAN VAN • They !llc1.y have to think again. 

There has been no news of Phan l{hoi's whereabouts. He 

has disappeared, probably in spite of his ago, to are-education 

camp. Thsc..L§tl...of tho civUi.§edworld maY..l!_'lnt to kno,1 his f~te .• 

No'i,;hing is known' of what has happened to Tran Duy and the group 

of intellectuals who s;lpported., NHAN VAN. Other people, not onlY 

in VietXl2.m, may want to know what has happened to them, too. 

Perhaps, however, of more immediate concorn to the Hanoi author­

ities i.s the extent to which they themselves must realise the 

effect NHAN VAN's outspoken criticism of tho regime has already 

had in North Vietnam. 

Ihe danger from within 

In an article published. i.n the review TO QUOC of 

Deoember 20th 1956 by 1e Van Chat entitled "/1 phenomenon of 

thuught" the author,' commenting on the NHAN VAN affair, says: 

"Most of the (Hanoi) newspapers are pointing out that the n61'lS­

paper WHAN VAN constituted both an internal and external danger 

for, Ot~ country ••••.• We believe. that the NH.:i!iJ VAN group has 

created many difficulties for us, due to its naive conception 

tha t its ideas are just and, that its mission is, to fight courage­

ously for them. 
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"Here are a few fundamental points. The newspaper NHAN 
, 

VAN believed that in present circumstances the ruling c'adres 

constituted the principal obstac1A to development of arts· and . . . 

letters, the .econolllY and society, etc. That is why the NHAN VAN 

gr'oup believed that its principal mission consisted of leading 

the i'j.ght against all echelons of the Lao Dong Party, from the 

ordinary melJ1ber up to the Central Committee' of the Party, in 

order to make them oorrect their mistakes. 



"Th:is group also considered th'l,t the No. 1 enemy of 

the peop}.e in general and the intelleduals in partioular was 

NOT the American-Diem bloo but rather' the group of sycophants 

who blindly 1'0110"1 the Party line and the directors of (the 

Party 1~.n8) who have a partisan spirit. 

"The taotics employed by NHAN VAN consisted of fight .. 

ing from the bottom up,lards Oy attacking first of all individual 

well-known cadres, then diff(;lrent branohes of Party activity, 

and 11 ttle by li tUe a ttacki ng the l'arty itself. 

"The second idee, of the NHAN VAN group was to demand 

from the Government a reorgan'isati.on of its diotatorial powers 

and more particularly an enlargemont of democraoy. 

"The NHAN VAN phenomenol! has not shown, i tl?.§ If on:j,,;y:jn 

r':ML~ It is a phenomenon of thought which is born of our 

present. social situation. It is developing in fact in a number 

of different works and newspap9rs, and in other branches of 

acti7ity. 

"It is our duty to fight against these wrong thoughts, 

realisj.ng that the fight will be 10M! diffioult and oompli£fj).t~". 

This vlell known phrase, known better in another context 

and often reiterated by Ho ohi r''(inh and hi.s entourage since July 

20th, is indeed apposite in this oontext" The fight will not only 

be long, diffioult and complicated; it is so diffioult and 

cOlliplio[1,ted ~,£l.d,y: that it may be considered a lost battle. 

The Hr3.1Joiauthori,-ties' FEAR of the wider movement for 

intellecmTh'l,l freedom and justice which Mr. Phan ~hoi and his 

assoc~ates star"bed is exemplified ina passaLe from Nguyen van 

Lo!.,g's article in TO QUOe of December 20th 1956. Referring to 

lioeralism and the newspaper NHAN VAN he stated: "If one allowed 

it to go on it would finish one beautiful day by destroying our 

regime and at the same time our true and legitimate democratic 

'11 berty would disappear", 
- 17 -
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CON C L U S ION S 

-:-:-:-:-

:f21:iti£al- Nr. Phan Khoi and his/associates never advocated any 

moro radical changes in the domestic policies of the so-called 

Demonra'uic Republic of Vietnam than Ti to or Gomulka in their 

countries. The pol.itical conclusion ma.y t!J.erefore be that Phan 

Khoi! fJ ideas were evidently more than the Part;\' 'thought the badly 

l,roven fabric of DRV society, could stand at present and since he 

would not soften his line "voluntarily" after several "larnings, 

he had to be silenced altogether. The attitude of the Hanoi 

a,·'.;.thori ties may, however, have beeu oond:l.tioned by Moscow; as the .. 

lessrm whic1:L the Communists drew from the revolt in Hungary was 

one of a ,n.oed for stricter con·trol and the suppression of any 

opposition to the Party 'line. It may well be that the Hanoi 

authorities, obeying Oommun:l.st global orders for a policy of 

re·-Stalinisation dec::'d.ed, when Phan Khoi and his associates 

interpreteil events in Hungary as indicative of a need for greater 

li,beralisa tior.:, that they had ranged themselves on the side of 

Moscovl's enemj.es and therefore they had .to be suppressed. 

A l1ides:pread demand for liberalisation existed in 

Nor/eh Vietnam in November/December 1956 which has now been tempor­

arily suppres~led by force. Truong Chinh, ex-Secretary General 

of the JJao Dong Pax·ty, ad"d tted this in a Tet (Vietnamese New 

Year) message to the people, pubUshed in NHAN DAN on January 

31st 1957. In this NHAN DAN article Truong Ohinh omitted, of 

course, all the clandestine efforts made by the Party to suppress 

the intellectuals and NHAN VAN before December 15th' 1956, branded 

'bhe latter as reactionaries and exhorted the people to support 

the Party. Here 'are some excerpts from the article: 

"In the North the reactiona.ries hid themselves under 

the re1ig:ious cover to undermine our agrarian reforms; they 

issued a "common letter" taking advantage of the declaration on 

correction of errors by our Farty and Government to urge that 

the latter correct errors in a.ccordance with their own d~sires". :?-If 



"In some placGs they forced the farmers Wh 0 had 

participated in the denunciation campaign against landowners 

to make ccnfessions ,and make amends tor their mistakes" • 
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"Everywhere the landowners tried to revolt. Some of 

them even baited and insulted the tarmers and illegally seized 

their lands. It is unfortunate tha.t in some regions, the farmers 

werG wrongly beaten and the landowners were well treated, while 

in other p'laces the landowne~'s were incorrectly denounced". 



"At that time, in the cities, some bou.r.geois circles 

believed that OUl' party was isolated and weal:, so they profited 

from this situation to make public their petitions. On the 

political plane, they clung to the slogan "Democratisation" to 

present propos3.1s in accordance with the bourgeois democratic 

point of view and to demand tne re-establishement of a backward 
, 

legal code". 

"On the economic plane, they olung to the slogan "Free 

m'l.!'kets" to attack our state-owned trade and industry, indirectly 

to ask for the restriction of tB power of tho leadership". 

"On the cultural pla,l'IiJ, they began to a't'back the 

vanguard literature and arts of the friendly countries and to' 

pr'"is() th,) bacl{"M1rd bourgeois arts and Ii tex'ature. What wa§. 

worse was that a group of writers profited !rom our crttici§.!!: , 

and seJ,f-crii;icism a!J;d 9...u.:L.!'..!.t~,n,sion of d~'!!.2.Q!.§S'L.1~J2..\lblish 

the paller NH;AN VAN 3.nd .the GI1l:L11{AlYl to attack the party and, 

the r~:£.:Lme II • 

Truong Chinh's apologia for Hanoi misrule and feeble 

exhortation to the lpasses will however deceive no one who was 

aware of the true facts in North Vietnam at the time. Outside 

];)rth Vietnam it does precisely the reVerse of what the Hanoi 

authorities intended it to do in North Vietnam. It admits that 

there was a ::lta te of open revolt in North Vietnam in November 

December 1956 which was by no means confined to the intellec.­

tunIs. It proves beyond all possible doubt that the Hanoi 

authorities are not ruling in accordance with the aims and 

aspirations of the people. 

Truong 0hinh stated:"From the work %ppression 

against the reactionaries tn QuynhYen and Cau Giat and the 

su:ppreElsion of the paper NHAN VAN , it is clearly seen that if 

the people's democratic regime did not ceaselessly attack the 

anti-revolutionary forces j, t would be 9vertJ:l..l~own b:st them". 

This last s'tatement is indeed TRUE. Truong Chinh and 

the Party for which he speaks might do well to remember, however, 

too t no group, no poli tioal party, ,no set of Communist thugs 
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oan use M.l':lfini.telY organisational and military teohniques to 

keep people, once' rO'.lsed, in a state of slavery. 

K"::momio 
o. ".,,, .. 

What are the economio conclusions to be drawn fpom this 

suppression of the 
. " ? 

intelleotuals in North Vietnam. In an article 

enti tled "li1e ,3hould make 11s.e of intelleotuals in a deoent way'" 

which appeared in 'TO QUOe in October 1956 by Mr. Nguyen Xuyen, 
, 

Seoretary-general of the Socialist Party, the dearth of intell-

eotuals in North Vietnam was revealed. 

Nguyen XiJ.yen s3.id: "Our oountry has need of many 

intelh,ctuaLl, but they are not too numerous ••.. From the August 

Revolutior, (1945-Ed.) up to the present we have not been able 

to increasE> the EttUlber of younger intellectuals i our intellectual 

strength is still "leak. There is only one doctor for every 

100,000 inhabH::mts and one dispenser for every 20,000. There 

are barely 150 technicians in North Vietnam. We have not enough 

to carry'o;.1t ¥1'3.jor projects "Thioh call for thous:mds of workmen 

and millions of piastres. The number of professors responsible 

for specialist teaohing at the :In:~versity and the number of 

\'/l'itel's is minute". 

In these oircumstances tbe suppression by the Hanoi 

2.uthorities of the movement tor gr~ater freedom by intellectuals 

in No:'th Vietnam may be tantamount to Ho ohi 11inh and his 

entolU'f.l.ge signing their own death wa,2'rants. Those intelleotuals 

who are true intelleduals may certainly be expected, after the 

NH.A.N VAN affair, tobeoQroe sullen and iIi thhold their co-operation. 

Industry, ecenomy and the whole applioaUon of modern teohniques 

in North Vietnam may then be expected to founder. 

There is, however, more to the NllAN VAN affair than 

i 1;S poLLtioal" administl'ati ve and economic implioations. Phan 

Khoi and his associates "ere not only politioal beings; they were, 

ab.ove all, huma.l] beings; Animated by the s)irit of freedom and 

justioe, they sought to preserve the integrity of the human 

spirit, believing that if this abode it could blossom like Ita 

hundred flowers" and believing that the time for rebirth was ripe. 



, 
Their purpos~ was to arouse people by means of simple 

~Iords, not to '3.ny act of violence, but to a discernment of' the 

g:cave evils in North Vietnam. They called for a return to clear 
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moral principles, to a consti tu.tiOTh'1l si;c1te, to mu'tut'l.l trll.s·b·'" ." 

among men. This is not s,n illegal aim; on ·thel oontralJY it means 
a restoration of legality. _ " ,--------



Mr. Phf:),nKhoi and his associates have lived for the 

'last tI~o years under Ho I S puppet cowmunist regime in North Viet­

Nsm. 'fhey have seen for themselves the crimes which this regime 

has corami tted 2.l19:_fo;r Which Ho chi ~j..nh,J!illst, .l2.!Lh(i1.<LL~?J2.QJ1,[?.:iJ?13.. 

'rhey may haNe realised that Ho chi. Minh and his entour':' 

age have used an alien communist blue-print to usurp and ret9.in 

power which b(llongs to the Vidnamese people. They certainly saw ' 

how the ,lanoi EJ.uthori ties rule by deceit and force and how this 

form of diotato:;:>ship has destroyed intellectual sincerity and 

·t;rust between one man rmd another. 

The NSAN VAN aff,dr indicates, onco again) that a fa/Gher 

can no longer feel safe 'in the presence of his son in North Viet­

Nam. Mr., Phan K11oi' s son is one of the editors of NHAN DAN, the 

J',01rty organ whieh through, its columns did its utmost to destroy 

him and dest:r.oy 'those ideas of freedom and ;justicc., for which the. 

NIlAN VAN 'group of Vietnamese intellectuals stood. 

There is a point of no roturn for the true intellectual, 

beyond which all communist so-called legality becomes false and 

illJln,:.ral,mtmely '>7hen it becomes the cloak of eowardice, of a lack 

of courage to take action against evil and deliberate breaches 

of justioe. It may well be that that point had been reached and 

Mr. Phal1 Khoi arid his associates were inTtiardly compelled to act 

and wri te as th ey did. 

The Ha,noiluthori'ties are now physically the 1118.sters 

0:1: these brave men. They might do well to remember,however, that 

'1 state that brands any morally justified c1'i ticism, any suggestion 

.. for betterl!J'~nt, as "dangerous'" .alld ·Qherefore subject to the, 

severest pen'!.l ties, breaks an unrri tten law that has always 'b·;,en 

alive 'cl.nd raust !'ema:i.n a1i ve. 

~p.~ f~ffeds \"1:,t~!,L:!!hLj;ru!Lj.n:!ielle9~tlli?J,}3. hil:'lSL§.9..ijTn ip. 

119.DE:.,v~~.!!l.§:!!l .•. £.~!}..E~. E,§..~u?.2E.~ed " f~h~y_,.@,.t2_.JE:£ .. ~.!£EE~1. 
~e.f~.~.21_J·r.~f£~m ap.d j ~ t~g~._1'.b:£Y ;,~ljll bl~s,§l9~J'!l-1.~Js e " for> J!.Jlndt~.9:. 
;(.10' ers,.~~ .. J!,ga;j,ll. 


