


xIn—N-@r-th V1et-Nam,&j§he Communists consoh-
dated’ dont¥ol;. by'\polzjcsasta S¥methods, Almost
all of the North \Vietnamese area was under
Viet Minh control at the time of the Geneva
setflement. As thé"French withdrew and refu-

gees fled south, Ho Chi Minh's government

smothered all opposition. There was a broad-
scale forced collectivization in 1956, during
which an estimated 50,000 to 200,000 people
were killed and a large number imprisoned.
Once well entrenched inthe North, Hanoi sought
to expand its power by taking over the South.
Its chief political instrument was the L.ao Dong

Party, the Communisgt Party of both North and
South Viet-Nam until 1961,

ORGANIZING FOR SUBVERSION: 1955-1962

The Viet-Nam Fatheriand Front

A front organization known as the Viet-
Nam Fatherland Front was establishedin 1955,
replacing the Commission for Supervision of
the South, with headquarters in Hanoi and with
unification with the South one of its objectives..
The Front program lashed out against the
""handful of traitors who have sold outto Ameri-
can imperialism,'' and stated "American im=
perialism is the chief enemy.'' The Father-
land Front never won significant influence in
'South Viet-Nam, nor. did the first several
hundred Communists who had gone North in
1954 and were now 1n£11trated back into South
V:et-Nam.

The Central Office for South Viet-Nam (COSVN)

Hanoi's field headquarters in South Viet-
Nam has the title of the Central Office for
South Viet-Nam (COSVN)., This strategic site
was' overrun by U,S, troops in the early part
of 1967, and large supplies of documents and
military material were captured, The docu-
ments included  detailed instructions from
Hanoi, since COSVN provides the direct link
with top Hanoi leaders.

One particularly significant document was
the text of an address by North Vietnamese
~General Nguyen. Van Vinh, Chairman of the
Lao Dong Party's Reunification Department
and the .parallel Reunification Commission in
the North Vietnamese Government. General
Vinh, who is also a Deputy Chief of Staff,
came down from Hanoi'to COSVNheadquarters
in April 1966 to deliver his instructions in
person. ’

Another key document was a letter of in-
structions from Le Duan, the First Secretary
of the Lao Dong Party in Hanoi, In addition,
captured material included the text of a speech
by COSVN commander Nguyen Ch1 Thanh (see

below). -
' Although COSVN 1eaders evacuated their
headquarters to another location as Amencan

troops approached, there is considerable in-.

formation available about its ranking memw
bers. A four-star general in the North Viet-

. namese Army, General Nguyen Chi Thanh, is

commander of the Viet Cong forces and chief
political officer. Once a teacher in Hanoi,
after World War II he headed the North Viet-
namese Youth Federation. He achieved four-
gtar rank in 1959, and became a member of
the Lao Dong (Communist} Party Politbureau
in 1960, He is believed to have been in South
Viet-Nam since late 1964; the captured photo-
graph shows him in standard Viet Cong garb.

General Thanh's deputies in COSVN are two:
other North Vietnamese Army generals who
are both alternate members of the Lao Dong
Party Central Committee. Lt. General Tran
Van Tra, a Deputy Chief of Staff of the North
Vietnamese Army, serves as Deputy Com-

- mander of the ""Liberation Army'" andhas been

in South Viet-Nam since 1960 or 1961, Major
General Tran Do serves as Deputy Political
Officer, and has been inthe South since 1963 or
early 1964, :

These three North Vietnamese generals,
under the close supervision of Hanoi, in turn
direct the subsidiary elements of the Viet Cong
forces discussed below,
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ffor na
front organ1zation to_be based in the South,

and to be known as the National Liberation
Front (NLF), The NLF'sprogramwas forecast
in a resolution of the North Vietnamese Lao’
Dong (Communist) Party third congress in
September, stating that one of the strategic
tasks of the Vietnamese revolution was 'to

liberate South Viet-Nam from the ruling yoke

of the U.,S, imperialists and their henchmen,'

In describing the forthcoming National Lib-
eration Front, the Lao Dong Party resoluticn
stated: "The front muat carry out its work in
a very flexible manner in order to rally all
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from those in similar regions under govern=
ment control,

In the last few years the Saigon government
has greatly increased the attention it gives to
what it calls "revolutionary development,' im=
provement of living conditions in the country-
side. This program receives a great deal of
assistance from the United States as well as
from other countries, but for the most part
the projects are directed and carried out by
local leaders, The introduction of such elemen-
tary services as education, potable water,
public buildings, electricity, and health clinics
in a growing number of communities contrasts

‘markedly with the unaltered backwardness of
villages held by the Viet Cong. As the contrast
increases, it appears likely that defections
from the Viet Cong will accelerate as well,

The accent on terror and the primitive rural
base of the Communigts have circumscribed

their impact on urban populations, Viet Cong
use of terror in the cities contrasts unfavor-
ably with the methods of the Vietnamese Gov=-
ernment, making the Viet Cong anunattractive
alternative, Despite their propaganda,tourban
people the Viet Cong have appeared more as
bandits and thugs than as humane leaders
interested in their welfare. :

Similarly, the brutality of the Viet Cong is
demonstrating to more and more Vietnamese
outside the cities what a Viet Cong govern-
ment would mean, The old slogan of unifica-
tion with the North appearsto have lost much of
ite appeal in South Viet-Nam, not only for the
refugees who have fled the North; but also for
the native southerners who have seen Com=
munist terror first-hand in the South,

Twelve years of post~colonial government
have provided the South Vietnamese with in=
creasing experience in some of the positive
attributes of independence, Reaction to Com-
munist methods has contributed to growth of
democratic aspiration, The populace has used
the ballot box, despite Viet Cong threats. It
has chosen its ownprovincial governments and,
in September 1966, its own National Constitu-
tional Assembly, braving Viet Cong attempts
to prevent successful elections,

Despite these trends, the PRP, the Front,
and the rest of the Viet Cong, as well as the
North Vietnamese Government, continue to

predict victory for their forces. However, the

claim of a quick success, still made aslate as
1965, has largely been replaced by declarations
of Communist willingness to carry on the
campaign indefinitely,

NOTE: This Zublica&ion has been revised to reflect new information

gained from ¢
of 196 !

e capiure of COSVN documents during the first 3 months
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VIET-NAM INFORMATION NOTES

Viet-Nam Information Notes is a new series of Department of State publications. Each paper
in the series summarizes the most significant available material on one important aspect of the
situation in Viet-Nam. Viet-Nam Information Notes are available from the Superintendent of
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Cffice, Washington, D.C. 20402, for 5¢ each (with a 25 per-
cent discount for quantities of 100 or more copies of any one Note mailed to the same address),
‘Remittances, payable to the Superintendent of Documents, must accompany orders.

PRESENTLY AVAILABLE ...

1. Bagic Data on South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. 8195) summarizes general information
on the land, people, history, government, and economy of the country.

2. The Search for Peace in Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8196) reviews the efforts of in-
dividuals, governments, and international bodies to bring about a peaceful solution to the conflict
in Viet-Nam. The policy of the Government of North Viet-Nam with regard to a peaceful settle~
ment is included.

3. Communist-Directed Forces in South Viet«Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8197) seeks to answer

such questions as: What is the Viet Cong? Who are its leaders? How is it related to party and
government organs of North Viet-Nam? What are the Communists' objectives? Their strengths?
Their weaknesses? 7 pp., illustrated,
_ 4, Free World Assistance for South Viet«Nam (Dept. of State pub. 8213) describes the scope
of the international aid program for the Republic of Viet-Nam, It gives facts and figures about the
contributions of 36 participating nations (U.S, aid is not included-~a separate Note is to be de-
voted to that subject). 6 pp., illustrated, '

5. Political Development in South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. 8231) discusses South Viet-
Nam's steady progress toward an elected government and representative institutions at all
levels of government.

COMING SOON ...

Several other Viet-Nam Information Notes will be available in the near future. Anticipated
subjects include ‘'The Legal Basis of the U,S. Commitment’’; ““Why We Fight in Viet-Nam'’;
‘“The Military Struggle’’; and ‘‘Communist Aggression Against South Viet-Nam,'' The Super-
intendent of Documents, U.S, Government Printing Office,on request, will place individuals on its
mailing list to receive Selected United States Government Publications--a free, biweekly an-
nouncernent of new publications, including subgequent numbers of this series.
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