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North Vietnam's top two leaders--Lao-Dong Party Secretary Le Duan and National 
Assembly President Truong Chinh--are maneuvering for a political showdown, which, 
in the view of Hanoi watchers here, is bound to lead to the demotion of one of them 
and the emergence of a new North Vietnamese leadership by mid-April this year. 

In the reckoning of most students of North Vietnamese affairs here, the strug­
gle for power, which had been smouldering even before Ho Chi Minh's death, exploded 
last Feb. 2 after the 19th session of the Central Executive Committee of the Lao­
Dong Party came to an end. A communique issued on this occasion "appears to fore­
announce a shift in the basic approach of Hanoi to its many problems," according to 
One of these experts. 

On first reading, the document reveals nothing extraordinary. That is why it 
failed to stir any interest at the time of its publication, Like all such pronun­
ciamentos, it dwells extensively on "the task of saving the country by defeating 
V,S, imperialism and that of consolidating socialism in the North through economic 
progress." 

Closer Scrutiny 

But a close scrutiny of the document and interpretative Press articles in Ha­
noi has raised quite a few questions in the mind of students of North Vietnamese 
affairs. Indeed, for all its references to the anti-U.S, struggle,. at no point 
does it mention the Viet Cong and their political organizations, the National Li­
beration Front (NLF) and the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG). 

For longtime readers of Communist statements, this can only mean one of two 
things. "Either Hanoi has. decided to drop the Communist movement in South Vietnam 
or it has come to directly take charge of it," one of the experts also said. The 
intense fighting brought about by the South Vietnamese push into Laos has made the 
task of interpreting Hanoi's budding policies all the more difficult but most ex­
perts COncur in viewing the Feb. 2 communique as announcing "something new." 

At any rate, Truong Chinh, .one of the top contestants for Ho's vacant chair, 
must have seen the document as an indication of a doctrinal shift he was not ready 
to accept. It ,is not exactly clear what displeased the former theoretician and 
secretary general of the LaO-Dong Party but Truong Chinh, in the words of a Hanoi 
watcher, "moved fast to counter Le Duan's proposed line--whatever it may be." 

General Elections 

On Feb. 8, Truong Chinh ordered new general elections throughout North Viet­
nam. In a way, it was a pity that the important order went unnoticed in the out­
side world, for it came on the very day President Nguyen Van Thieu of South Vietnam 
announced the 25,OOO-man foray into the Southern panhandle of Laos. 
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copy of the North VietnameSe consh tution·, however,\ ,the,1.mp01.'tahce;J.C!~:ther-resol\1~. J,. 
tion" of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly of the People's RepU:b~r--l'-<,i 
'o~ (Nor;h) Vietnam cannot be overstressed. "It was nothing less than a coup '~r~,J" 

._.d.!.~.tat ,.: ... one. of .them said .• 

But prior to going any further, let us have a look at that important document, 
the text of which is reproduced here ~ ~: 

"The Standing Committee of the National Assembly of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, in consideration of Articles 45 and 53.of the Constitution of the Republic, 
Articles 12, 13, 14 and 31 of the General Election Bill of 31 December 1959, and 
the Resolution of the National Assembly of 22 May 1958, decides: 

"Article One: A general election for the selection of deputies to the fourth 
National Assemory is to 'take place on Sunday, the eleventh of April 1971. Article 
Two: The number of· deputies to be elected in this general election is fixed at 400 
ana the number of electoral units at 80. Article Three: The llUmber of electoral 
units, their appellations, ·the number of deputies 1O'i'each of these units ... are 
spelled out in the list attached to this Resolution." 

Constitutional Context 

This electoral bill, thus, betrays nothing out of the ordinary--i.e. until it 
is put in the' context of the North Vietnamese constitution and the conditions in 
which it was approved and signed. '. 

Indeed, the North Vietnamese constitution of 1960 can be said to have'been 
tailor-made to the needs of Hanoi politics in the sixties, when it became apparent 
that the problem of Ho Chi Minh's succession would be posed some day. In this doc­
ument, which attributes the very existence of the Communist republic to the Lao­
Dong Party, the Party is, of course, ,given precedence over all other institutions 
of the State. 

But topping all State institutions--National Assembly, Administration, People's 
Court, etc.--is the legislative body under Truong Chinh. It is the National Assem­
bly which chooses the President, the Prime Minister, and their ministerial assis­
tants. It is also the National Assembly which makes laws besides detaining such 
powers as that 110 dismiss the President and the Prime Minister. In other words, 
the National Assembly of North Vietnam is the origin of formal political power in 
that country. 

Against this context, Le Duan and Truong Chinh, Lao-Dong Party Secretary Gen­
eral and Chairman of the National Assembly respectively, are undoubtedly·the most 
powerful figures in North Vietnamese politics. Chairman Ton Due Thang, Premier 
Pham Van Dong, and General Vo Nguyen Giap are only relatively minor elements.depen­
dent on both Le Duan and Truong Chinh for their pOSitions in the North Vietnamese 
leadership. 

Had Truong Chinh not moved, Le Duan, by having the Communique of Feb. 2 pass,.. 
ed, could have brought about a set of new policies and emerged as the 'incontest­
able leader of the political apparatus. 

'" . 60 Days . 

But Truong Chinh, sensing the Feb. 2 as the start of a campaign to change the 
equilibrium of power in Hanoi, responded vigorously. Apparently regardless of PO"" 
litico-military conditions of the moment, he ordered new elections within a bare 
60 days, the shortest period of preparations provided for by the Constitution • 

.. 'Indeed, one may wonder why Truong" Chinh deemed it· necessary to order this pop­
ular' 'consultation at a .time when the South Vietnamese"push into the Ho Chi Minh 
tra1:l . systen\' apptlared ··It certainty ,'arid· when North Vietnam'!"1 tself seemed to be the'i!. 
targe1: ·,ofren'8Wed U. S; bombing ''and 'Sout·lr'Vietnamesfi'raid1riJtipa'rt'1'el!ilt,~.'l':'!l;I':l41y "81J :t;,.;,)( 

: "'<H, ,,,,., ~,~f,~ ,~,-,.:, .... , _ --'.H } ,1I'tUIl1'.il'nl if "k ~A',,; .h-ft.i '~, U'ff.'!n!t'i::\ :' i-:., -;:~'lJrlt:4_";&1-fl ,;ltlt:t:!Ui:·t,<.LV,~"h;i:(,:ott'f'QWf'J::)':-I~J:·rt~ ,_<,.,;-,-



Moreover, conditions in North Vietnam can be said to be far from ideal for a 
popular consultation. "With growing difficulties encountered in the economic field 
and with'a mil1tarystruggl'e that shows 'no sign of anearly"'end'," the North Vietnam· 
eseV'otera' 'clelr'ta'inl'Y C\:)11'ld 'not' 'be "expected to ,take 'part 'enthlisial!ltically in 'the ' 
vot:["lt~'.L,1'J': .. !;r""''''''''\-'ilj 1\{' ,'"' (' .-'" ;q 

Reasons prompting Truong Chinh to embark on the course he chose to must have 
been truly important, one may reason. And later developments, although reflecting 
rather hazily through the reports of Hanoi radio, were to partly explain what 
amounted to an attempt at sinking the much vaunted collective leadership of the 
Hanoi regime. 



lillackmall 
\ 

Inde.ed, .by ovdering t)J.e.ll l\.prilelect10ns ,Tl1uong iChinh has signified t,o 
Cha.irman Thallg·,, Premier .P<>ng,:and their 'followers ;t.ha·t.,thelir po11tical.careerll!. now 
depend. on him rather tllan, L'elluan. In the words\)of: a;.Hanoi .watcher· h.er.e ,.·"Tr.uong 
Chi.n,h ·.has .blackmailed them 1"tO cooperating with"him.i.n h1sfightag .. irist, :Le Du.an." 

One did not have to wait\long to see the theory confirmed, at··least partial­
ly •. Hanoi Radio" ·th.1' mouthpi;e~e.of the Nort)J., V:lrlltnl;lmeS<;l ,admi/listrat·ion,.·J>eg .. n men­
tioningat .. 1ength ,the activ:liti.es of .Truong 'Ch;Lnb;'lespeQ~dly J'o!lowing.·rumors .. about 
his deatll.. He iwent·q\l .. a grand tour Of mU1J:al1:\1 :!'uli'ltr@fl;lations and this was gi-ven 
extensive co:vel?ag~. '; " ',~-;, \'((1 :.';: ' 

\ ,- • I 

. ':,. ., \' "', .,', , ,,'- II ',':". . ) ',." ,; " . 

But even more indicative of the present status cif the stfuggle for power in 
Hanoi was a radio 'broadcast last Fe.b. 24 announcing Truong Chinh had presided over 
a meeting of the Standing Committee, of t.he ·National Assembly, which ,on this occa-

~~~~t., ~~~s~)J.~r:i~/~r~:~~!~!~~es ~\rom the, ~ou~~il ~~ Mifisters; the People's 

" . ," <;~ n ':'f, h,r _ , . ~ , i ' 

,On.e ,may wonder what has brought tbese diveX:IOIEl':!;,J.<!Iments together; ill ,a "regular". 
session· o.ftheStan.ding Committee of th'eNattonal. .. Assei!lY. And,for,an .experton 
Hano.i affp.i-rsl).ere f' "it looks ,more like ~a ·war coull",il! ther than anyth:!.ng, else. 
Truong .C)J.inh .apparently has succeeded .. ;ln\gain~ng. the s pport of qu:j.te It ,few peopl<;l 
in his fight a:gainst Le Duan." \ / 

" I NQt Idl;e ."'" I' ' \,' 
Le Iluan, in t'h& meanti~e;, did not stay j>di~: / rAcoo~d1ng to R~diO 'Ha~~i:' Le 

Duan 'started reaot:Lng three, days. after Truong Chi~ ordered the new elections. 
Wllile his rival. wasbusytouringmiUtary .ins.tl\l,Iations ,.,Le Iluan v±sHed a Special 
Police unit in the suburb of Hanoi and granted ~hat unit one of the most coveted . \ decor·at;ions., , ';,' ," <' •• ,' "-, ii, "'_:'\ •. ' J,d' ~_ ',_ 

(, . , .. :,'J "':'. :i, 'I ", '.' :,"" .' ,.;. I ,-

On ,.this oacasi<!>n, sUll according to Ra\iliO,Hano;l "Le Duan also urged the 'Spe­
cial PQlice· branch "'t·o. proteot the capi taJ..</ity, ·and~ ensure a mal<imum.degree OL .se­
curi ty .'·for.theCentral Comm:l,ttee of, the Lao;.;P<>ng "Pat\11y and the Government sO as to 
put ,them in the .position to.,cope .. with wha7ever oikt'oum'!ltances may ar~se." 

/ ~.' ,-' \\ : 
The reference is unmistakable. The /party secretal',y was worried his opponents 

might move against him and he did not wl}ht the Party to\be unprepared. But that 
Iluan had to turn to the Special Police .£or'.such,:an . important task, which normally 

ShOUIL:~t::::c::e::: ::::~o:::g a~::Jt~. ::~~::::y i~le::s:~::r:o:o ~:i:: .. :::~::::· 
top North Vietnamese generl1-~s had: to" say. Th.i.liU until today, has .r .. v. .. aled attle. 
For the ,past .four weeks; .Radio.Hano;!')J.as ,only read,qne editorial o:l;.,tl1e· Quan .Ooi 
Nilan Dan (the 1'1eop1e',s Army) ",the.~rgan OfVocNguyen:<iliap and,)J.ts.fighting men. 

• """ "l J 
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Big Question 

, The .li>ig question·.that Ilowconcerns .the\PeoPte's Army 
of (North)'V±et!lam.(pl\.VN)"'\"'~~;,:~5ror~u~iifi~~'~~;dd;L,t:or111,1, ,enti t1.ed, ~'Under the. 
glor.iQus flag oif"the']j>al1j)y.,.... ·in tho e"dilrec;tl.Qn."Elf. TO.t!!;l 
Victory," .. r<;lveals·. ali>solumely. . clues al3rto:the,o.".r.tm. II!tand in the \lurrentstrug-
gle': f.or powell'-,'in Hanoi. ;.,.1 '/.)' J ", ','~-!r;( \ 

. \1:: < • • .'; ",' ,io . '1.' " ,', : '1 ,:\_ ',', . . 

Hanoi watchers also said that during his grand tour of military i~tallations, 
Tru<i>lig··Chd:rth was. notc·a.ccomp!1.nied. by ¥chNguyen, 'Gill-P. '. Jil'll,e . North,·Vietllam . e ·,troops, 
or at·"aeastqth .. ill lead ... rs, /. ave· not. roade'theil!rcboiee tbetw .. e. n Truong"C.h. )lb ,a. ng,Le .. :; 
Dual'!. ,.The'intense flighUh in. Laos:)o,nd'elseWhereil.ndndoohina probablty ::wl;ll·',lJIa~<;l, ! 

that"chOio(!' 11,1·1 the :mone diffioult.' ,., "'j' ,I,:. ,.,. 
, ", ; :' ;', ) i'O'" "'j\"-: '/ 

But ·'wha 'eeiler ..tile' Nonth Viet names .. · Army."mai\' do \ it. will •. ,have it s 'h!HlliIs 'Ifull "Olil 
the battlefields of Laos, Cambodia and SOUlbh VietnAnw .And it 'probabl,y wUhnoi;"be'! 
in a position to force a compromise solution on the rivaling factions under \Le Duan 
and Truong Chin)J.. Collective leaderShip is something of the past in North Vietnam. 

Y;'A,[q 1/'.:;\ ;'1-J(,<'-1 .. :1'V1l 
The elections of Aprii 11 will only tell us whO will be the top man in Hanoi. 

-\" ;. J t Vi" ,:}1 ,~.'.'') >,) '/, 1.1':;;~:: I~J, } 1~ t ,,~i-L [;:'.(.1'1.": 
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