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. In- the 0ld society, eivility used to be applied only
toward the- people of high soclal class, intellectuals or
people of high positions. It did not come from. sincerity
towards each other; 4%natead 1t was hypocritieal and
merely empty words. Working people wére usually looked
down upon and treeted badly without any necessary )
'courtesy. S o
_ Nowadays, we have discarded the ciVility of" the
‘capitallst cless and have created new principles of : :
oourtesy which are in conformity with new social relations
- and are foutded on the princilple of friendebip between
man and man’ and true- equality for everybody.

Our city of Hanoi s & capital of civilization and
a political and cultural center for the ertire country.
. The residents of Hanol must have & new way of living and
- must show that they have a good cultured aAnd pollte
personality. 30 what is civility? The clty's general
guldelines for a civilized way of life only mentions the
maln. principles, 80 I would. like to discuss & few.
practicel thinga: :

. At eieata time, or late at night, everybody needs“
" quiet to rest. Dne ghould respect the sleep of others
and should not drag wooden clogs on. stairways or turn
-radioe on too loud. This is the minimum politeness.

To enter other people's rooms, one‘should knock to
ask permission first and should never just open the door
aod walk in, This 1s a very mlnor thing but ashould.be -

mede a hablt. R o
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In theaters, one . should dress properly and ehould
not wear hats, smoke cigarettes or eat once 1nside. _
‘During the shows one should not spesk loudly or leave in
order not to affect. the people around snd disturb the
performers. To kéep our places clean 1s an important
requirement of the modern way of 1living and a polite
" thing in the. collective living. One should not throw -
gerbage into the street or defecate in the wrong place.
"When there ia tio ashtray at hend, wrep the ash and
cigarette butts in 'a plece of paper and throw 1t into a
“wastebasket later. Only if everybody ls that thoughtful,
can our stréets and collective residences be neat and
¢lean, One pérson cannot keep up with the cleaning and
. sWeeping for’ hundreds of people who are sloppy.

_ When visiting historical sites, s ofle, people have the
_-habit of writing or carving thelr names on walls or stones,
If everybody does suv, one will deface, these places snd
- will sometimes destroy their bsauty

: Parks are- places for people to relax efter hard
--workinp hours, A perdon who has self respect and has
respect for others would never walk on. the lawns or 1lie
down ou the stone benches and: especially would never act
_ ridiculouqu in public places. _

‘ The peoole of Henol are- well known for knowing how

~ to dress. We dv not ohject to changes 1n modes. But: the -
" quéstion is, what 1s beautifitl, what is pelite? The
Vietnamese are accustomed to dressling them#élves conser-

‘vatively wlth elegant colors and simple Styles, This 1s
beautiful., If we imitaté forelpn styles without thinklng
about ocur size, facial features arnd nationel tradition,

we may ridicule ourselves and show our discourtesy._ o

To be polite to- women, especially to those who have
young children or are: pregnant, on.tralns and buses 1s to
show signs of a well-cultured person. With regard to the
old and the. handlmapped one should help them when
-.necessary. ,

At home at mealtimes, should the members of the -
family invite each other to the table? = Yes, Vietnamese
custom has dicteted 80, and 1t 1s not "feudal" Oor 40mMmes
thing like that, just polite. Should childran greet
guests of thelr parehts?  Yes, they: shouldl It shows that -
. they belong to B polite and educated family._.
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~Tn stores when thene are’ many people, one should ;
. stay in line e&nd walt his t#rn Instead of Jostl&ng with~\f
. each other, . This is & good habit.' Those who come .tn . . .
‘late but try to squeeze in ahd push other people out to
“buy first are impolite and it is & bad habit.  Tn A
restaurants, one should be gentle and humble and should’
not. talk with one's mouth full or question or tease the
'people who work there.

With regard to foreign visitors, we should ahow them
- our warmth and help them when necessary end should not
show excesdive curlosity or follow them to watch them.
“When meeting friends and comrades who come from other - .
countries to visit our country, our 1oos11t1es or ouyp. S
-~ units, we- should show them our enthusiasm and sineere -‘qﬁ-
".friendship. : . S BN

Nhen someone greets us, we hsve to return the Gk
salutation; sven if we are of higher- statusy It 1s Just EXES
our courtesy, which is based on equalityg ' S

o Oourtesy is the manifestation of morality 1n mannera,?
daily ectivities, soclal {ntereourse and in interpersonal'
relations. inatead of belng many 1ns1gnificant bhings as
'people have mistekingly thought., .. - Goed manners: have
become - habits for many although not For evergene,, People: S
should be frefuently reminded of courteovus’ manners*' they_,g
‘shiould- be teught 1in schools, in families, in oollectiva S
-resldences, and S0 forthg _ co , e -



