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Irithe old. society; civility used to be applied only 
toward the people of high social class, intellectuals or 
people of high positions. It did not come from Sincerity 
towards eaoh other; instead it was hypociritibal and 
merely empty words. Working people were usually looked 
down upon and tredted badly without any neces~ary 
ncourte~y." .... . 

Nowada.ys, we have discarded the c 111ili ty of the 
capi ta11st class and have created new principles of 
oourtesy which are in conformity with. newsoc1al relations 
and dre founded on the principle of friendship between 
man and man and true equality for everybody. 

Our city of Hanol is acapHal of civilization and 
a political and cultural center 1'01" the entire country. 
The residents of Hanoi must have a new way of living and 
must show that they have a good cultured and polite . 
personality. So what is. civility? The city's general 
guidelines for a ciVilized way o1'life only mentions the 
main principles, so I would like to discuss a few 
practi ca.lthings: 

At siesta time, or late at night, everybody needs 
quiet to rest. .One should respect the sleep of others 
and should not drag .wooden clogs on stairways or turn 
radi os on too loud. This is the minimum poli tenes s. 

To enter other people's rooms, orie. should knock to 
ask permission first and should never just open the door 
and walk In. This is a 'Very minor thing but should be 
made a habit. 



In the'aters, one should dress properly- and should 
not wear hats, smoke ci'garettes or eat once ihside. 
During the sho~s one should not speak loudly or leave in 
order not to .affect the people aroundsnd disturb the 
performers. . To keep our places clean is an important 
requIrement of the modern way of Hvlng and a polite 
thing in the. collec.tive Hv1.ng. One should not throw 
garbage into the street or defecate in the wrong place. 

'When there is tloashtray- at hand, wrap the ash a.nd 
cigarette butts 1n a piece of paper and throw .it into a 

. wastebasket .later. Only- if every-body- is that thoughtful, 
can our streets' and collective residences be. neat and 
Clean. Ohe person cannot keep up with the cleanin~ an~ 
s~eeping~orhundreds of people who are sloppy-. 

1;lhen viaiting historical sites,. some, people have the 
habit of'writtng or carvingtheir names on walls or stones. 
If everybody- does so, one will deface, these places and 
will somet1.mes destroy- their beauty. ; 

. Parks are' places for people to relax after hard 
working hours. A person who has self respect and has 
respect for others would never walk on the lawns or lie 
down on the stone benches and especially would never act 
ridiculously in public ~laces. 

'.rhe people of Hanoi are well-known for knowing how 
to dr.ess. We de not object to changes in modes. But, the 

. qu.,estion Is, what is beautiful, .whet is polite? The 
Vietnamese are accustomed to dressing themselves consel;'­
vatively wIth elegant colors and Simple styles. This is 
beautiful. If we imitate foreign sty-les without thinking 
about our slze,faciillfeatures arid national tredi tion, 
we mayrldldule .ourselvef;l and Show our discourtesy. 

To be poHte to women, especi.elly- to those who have 
youn~ chlidren o~ krepregnent, on trains and buses is to 
show signs ofa well-cultured person. With regard to the 
old and the handilela'P'Ped, onesttbuld help them when 
necessary. . 

At home at mealtimes, should the members of the 
family invite each other to the table? Yes, Vietnamese 
custom has dictated so, and It is not "feudal" or some" 
thing like that, just polite. Should. children greet 
guests of.thetr parents? Yes, they shouldl It shows that 

. they- belon" to a poUte and educated family. 
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Tn stores when thenearemany peopie, one should, 
stay in line and wait his U:t'n instead of j~stltngwitl:l.· • 
each otheX'.· Tt:tls is .agood haM t •. · "rhoae who coms in . 
late but try to squeeze in and push otheX'. people oUt to 
buy firstaX'e impol1teand it is a bad habit., In 
X'estaurants, one should.be gentle .and humb.le and should 
not talk wi th one's mOuth full ot' question oX'. tease the 
pe ople . who work there. 

~lithregard to foreigqvisitors, we should show them 
our warmth and help them when necessary and should not 
show excessiVe CUriosity or fcllow them to watch them. 
When meeting friends and comrades who come from other 
countries to visit our country , OUl:' locaH ties or'ou):' 
units, we.· should show them our enthUs,.asm andsince~e 
f~iendship. ". 

ivhen someone· gX'eets us, we have to retut'n the 
salutation, even if we are of higher statusirtisju~t 
our courtesy, which is based on equality.' . 

. . 

Courtesy is the man1i'es·tation. of moralityi n mah.oerlil, 
daily activities, social lntercOui'se aodin interpersonal 
relations instead of betng many insignifioant thingsss 
people have mis+,ski ngly.thought.· '.' Good . mannershsve 
become habits f or many althOugh .not forever\1one. . :People 
should be frequently reminded of couX'teous mannerS.; . they 
should be taught' .in schools, in famiHee, in.colleotive " 
resIdences, a.nd so forth.' · 


